
K-12 Lessons for Students and Teachers 
Forest Products Week 2025 

 

LEAF- Wisconsin’s K-12 Forestry Education Program  
Forest Products. 
Wisconsin’s forests have multiple economic influences through forest products, recreation, tourism, and 
jobs. Forests provide a variety of raw materials for many industries in Wisconsin. 

1. LEAF Guide K-1 Unit. Lesson 3: My Favorite Forest Use   https://www.uwsp.edu/wp-
content/uploads/2023/11/leaf-k-1-lesson-3-my-favorite-forest-use.pdf  Students learn what it 
means to value something and identify products humans get from forests.  

2. LEAF Guide 9-12 Unit. Lesson 4: The Forest Marketplace  Students participate in activities that 
illustrate economic factors influencing the supply of and demand for forest products. 
https://www.uwsp.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/leaf-9-12-lesson-4-the-forest-
marketplace.pdf    
Marketplace Matters: Understanding the Economic Value of Wisconsin’s Forests 
https://www.uwsp.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/leaf-9-12-guide-marketplace-matters.pdf   
Lesson 4: Video – The Forest Marketplace: Our Relationship with Forests 

3. Forest Products and Wood Education “Into the Outdoors” TV Episodes with supporting lessons 
developed by LEAF: https://www.uwsp.edu/wcee/wcee/leaf/leaf-curriculum/curriculum-
bundles/#intotheoutdoors  During Forest Products Month in October 2024, Into the Outdoors 
aired four new episodes to celebrate the importance of forests and forest products in our lives. 
LEAF created 10 lessons to support the Forest Products and Wood Education episodes. 

4. Forest Products Kit: https://www.uwsp.edu/wcee/wcee/kits/forest-products-kit/   
The Forest Products kit allows students to learn about forest products and associated careers 
through hands-on exploration. 

5. LEAF Guide 7-8 Unit. Lesson 6: Making Broader Connections https://www.uwsp.edu/wp-
content/uploads/2023/11/leaf-7-8-lesson-6-making-broader-connections.pdf  In this classroom 
lesson, students make connections between Wisconsin forests and forests worldwide. Students 
discover how forestry and forest products affect the economy, society, and environment of 
Wisconsin by tracing the life cycle of a forest product and playing Forestry Jeopardy. Through a 
sustainability simulation, students learn how demand for forest products in Wisconsin affects 
forests worldwide.  

6. LEAF Guide 7-8 Unit. Lesson 5: Many Forests, Many Values, Many Reasons 
https://www.uwsp.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/leaf-7-8-lesson-5-many-forests-many-
values-many-reasons.pdf  Groups answer questions about Wisconsin’s past and present forest 
use to get an idea of how forests shape the economy, culture, society, and environment. 

7. Forest Products Lesson bundle: https://www.uwsp.edu/wcee/wcee/leaf/leaf-
curriculum/curriculum-bundles/#forestproducts  
• Emerging Forest Products: Students utilize literacy skills and learn about emerging technologies 

in the forest products industry, research an emerging forest product, and present an 
argumentative essay on why their forest product is the forest product of the future. 

• Track that Product from Forest to Finish: Students explore a forest product and develop a model 
to tell the complete story of their product from the tree it came from to finished product.  

• Wood Density and Identification: Students explore wood density and other properties of wood 
from a cellular level.  
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LEAF- Wisconsin’s K-12 Forestry Education Program, cont.
Sustainable Forest Management. 
Sustainably managed forests lead to high quality products. 

1. LEAF Guide 2-3 Unit. Field Enhancement 1: I Can Be a Forester     https://www.uwsp.edu/wp-
content/uploads/2023/11/leaf-2-3-field-enhancement-1-i-can-be-a-forester.pdf  Students get a 
taste of what foresters do by using a local park or school forest. They learn about the many roles of 
foresters, collect data from a forest plot, and discuss how this information is useful. 

2. LEAF Guide 4 Unit. Field Enhancement 3: Caring for the Future of Forests 
https://www.uwsp.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/leaf-4-field-enhancement-3-caring-for-the-
future-of-forests.pdf  Students dig in and learn about what a tree needs to grow, correct site 
placement, and participate in each step of planting a tree.  

3. LEAF Guide 5-6 Unit. Lesson 6: What Is Management? https://www.uwsp.edu/wp-
content/uploads/2023/11/leaf-5-6-lesson-6-what-is-management.pdf   Students explore events in 
Wisconsin’s history that led to modern forestry, learn about forest management techniques, and 
read a “choose your own adventure” story about management. 

4. LEAF Guide 5-6 Unit. Field Enhancement 1: Wood's Worth  https://www.uwsp.edu/wp-
content/uploads/2023/11/leaf-5-6-field-enhancement-1-woods-worth.pdf   In this lesson, with a 
tree of at least 10″ in diameter, students make their own tree scale stick and use it to determine 
the number of board feet in a tree and the number of products that can be made from a tree.  

 
 
  

Wisconsin Forestry Center’s  
Applied High School Curriculum 

 
The applied high school curriculum prepares high school students with the knowledge and skills needed 
for forestry careers. Students who complete the curriculum will be better prepared to enter the workforce 
in entry-level forestry positions, enroll in immersion training programs in mill technology or forest 
operations, or continue their education at technical schools or four-year school like UW-Stevens Point.  
https://www.uwsp.edu/wfc/wisconsin-forestry-center/wfcc/high-school-curriculum/  
 

1. Forest Products: Module 4   
The Forest Products module covers the process of turning logs into lumber and paper products as 
well as the ecological services that forests provide. Students will develop skills in identifying wood, 
grading logs and lumber, scaling logs, milling and kiln drying lumber, and identifying how to 
leverage ecological services. This module consists of three slide decks with 15 activities. 

 
2. Forest Management: Module 3   

Students will learn about the steps for establishing forests, how trees can be promoted through 
intermediate harvests, and what harvests look like. Along the way, they learn forest measurement 
techniques, silvicultural practices, common equipment, and safety. This module contains 20 
activities over three slide decks. 
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