


This Just in!!!   

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Multiple Agencies,  (See Above) led by National Ocean and Atmospheric Association (NOAA) Fisheries presented their efforts in supporting the National  Aquaculture Development Plan.There was a huge effort to engage the industry and the public for input and feedback, and what I felt was a surge of energy going into this effort to grow Aquaculture in the USA. The plan is open for Public Comment until April 15th, to help formalize the final plan and I would recommend anyone in the field to review the plan and provide comments.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The National Plan consists of 3 Sub plans focused on key areas that have been identified as barrios to growth:1.  Strategic Plan for Enhancing Regulatory EfficiencyI’ve personally witnessed years of effort and millions of USD in the permitting for large aquaculture facilities, with little success.A strategic Plan for Aquaculture ResearchUSDA, NOAA Seagrant Program.A strategic Plan for Aquaculture Economic DevelopmentCritical for the commercialization process.	



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For inland Aquaculture, the apparent lead Agency is the US Department of Agriculture.For years the USDA has been promoting the Montra that Aquaculture is Agriculture. ..and in fact, Aquaculture is the fastest growing sector of Agriculture in the US, despite its stunted growth.USDA has identified it’s role commercial aquaculture growth  in the following ways (See Slide)



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Sea Grant  has also released 5-year Aquaculture Investment Plan:Sea Grant is committed to supporting American Seafood Industry.Sea Grant has been a leader in promoting safe, strategic and sustainable aquaculture through supporting:	-Research	-Education	-ExtensionThe initiatives include:  (See Slide)		



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Because NOAA’s jurisdiction in primarily Marine Environments there as efforts to identify Aquaculture Opportunity Areas (AOA’s).AOA’s  are areas the have been identified as have high potential for Commercial Aquaculture while avoiding conflicts with other traditional uses.Two area have been listed  (See Slide)With a third area under evaluation in Alaska.While most of these areas are likely focusses on Shellfish and seaweed production, the NOAA’s jurisdiction does extend into the great Lakes region.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Each State is developing key resources to promote commercial aquaculture growth.  Any States are looking to update the Aquaculture PlansThe last state plan in MN was over 30 years ago.Many of the obstacles that existed then, still exist today.With the use of Internet, social media impact can be mush greater!MN Department of Agriculture Website promotes resources to support:      -Facility Design      -Commercial  Aquaculture Licensure      -Grants and Low interest loans      -Discharge permitting      -Marketing Resources 
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