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100 MISSION STATEMENT 

The mission of the Clark County Forest is to manage, conserve and protect natural 

resources on a sustainable basis for present and future generations. Natural resources such 

as those provided by the County Forest are the base for addressing the ecological and 

socioeconomic needs of society.  

 
The mission of the Clark County Forestry and Parks Department is to establish, develop, 

protect, maintain and manage county parks, campgrounds, dams, forests, fairgrounds, ski 

areas, and trail systems. It aims to provide dependable, multi-season recreational 

opportunities for the citizens of Clark County and the State of Wisconsin while also 

providing a sustained yield of forest products and associated amenities.  

 
County Forest resources should be protected from natural catastrophes such as fire, insect 

and disease outbreaks, and from human threats such as encroachment, over-utilization, 

environmental degradation and excessive development. Management of these resources 

needs to balance protection and maintenance of environmental needs, including watershed 

protection and protection and maintenance of biotic diversity, while providing sociological 

needs such as recreational opportunities and raw materials for forest product industries, 

which provide a wide variety of products that fulfill consumer demands.  

    
105  GOAL OF THE COUNTY FOREST COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE PLAN 

 (Hereafter referred to as the “Plan”) 

The goal of the Plan is to administer the County Forest program in a manner consistent with 

the mission statement and the purpose and direction of the County Forest Law  as stated in 

s. 28.11, Wis. Stats., giving consideration to input from citizens and groups. The purpose of 

the County Forest Law is: 

 
“ ... to provide the basis for a permanent program of county forests and to enable and 

encourage the planned development and management of the County Forests for 

optimum production of forest products together with recreational opportunities, 

wildlife, watershed protection and stabilization of stream flow, giving full 

recognition to the concept of multiple use to assure maximum public benefits; to 

protect the public rights, interests and investments in such lands; and to compensate 
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the counties for the public uses, benefits and privileges these lands provide; all in a 

manner which will provide a reasonable revenue to the towns in which such lands 

lie.” 

 
110 COUNTY FOREST COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE PLAN  

  CLARK COUNTY FOREST COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE PLAN POLICY 

    This plan shall incorporate or reference all official County Forest policies, pertinent county 

regulations, planning documents and the needs and actions for the years 2021 through 2035. 

 

  This Plan is the authority for management on county forest lands enrolled under Wisconsin 

  County Forest Law s. 28.11, Wis. Stats. This plan may be encompassed within required 

local planning efforts.  

 
110.1   MANAGEMENT PLANNING 

 OBJECTIVES 

 Management planning shall be used to establish objectives, policies, procedures, rules and 

regulations, and to promote an efficient and orderly program of development and 

management of the County Forest in the interest of: 

  1.   Determining needs and priorities. 

  2.   Achieving goals set forth in the mission statement of this plan. 

  3.   Satisfying the statutory requirements of s. 28.11, Wis. Stats. 

  4.   Satisfying requirements for participation in various state and federal aid 

programs. 

  5. Providing broad long-term and detailed short-term guidelines for actions. 

 
110.2    DEVELOPMENT OF THE PLAN 

Section 28.11, Wis. Stats., places the responsibility for the plan development on the 

Committee with technical assistance from the Department and other agencies. The County 

Forest Administrator will take the lead at the committee’s request. During development of 

the plan, public participation should be utilized to provide for public participation 

throughout the planning process. Public participation and inputs into the plan should 

consider s. 28.11, Wis. Stats., which governs the County Forest program and provides the 

sideboards to which this plan must adhere. 
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 The Forestry and Parks Committee has established a public participation process for plan 

 development. This process is listed below: 

1. Forestry and Parks Committee establishes an Advisory Planning Team to 

develop a draft plan using the template. The planning team will hold public 

meetings as needed to review and edit the template adapted for Clark 

County.  

a. The Advisory Planning Team will be made up of two Forestry and 

Parks Committee members, the Forestry and Parks Administrator, 

the local DNR Liaison Forester, and one representative from each 

of the following stakeholder groups:  hunting/sportsman, logging, 

motorsports, conservation/environmental, equestrian/silent sports, 

and a citizen at large. A member of the Forestry and Parks 

Committee will chair the Advisory Team. 

2. Forestry and Parks Committee periodically receives updates on plan 

development from Advisory Planning Team members during monthly 

meetings and receives comments from the public per the Clark County 

Board of Supervisor’s rules. 

3. Forestry and Parks Committee receives input and that process is detailed in 

Chapter 4000. 

4. Forestry and Parks Committee considers public comment received and 

considers making changes to the plan. A final version of the plan is 

approved by the Forestry and Parks Committee and is sent to the County 

Board of Supervisors for approval. 

5. County Board of Supervisors receives comments from the public per Clark 

County Board of Supervisor’s rules and approves the plan. 

 
110.3   APPROVAL OF THE PLAN 

Comments received should be given consideration during plan development. The 

Committee will then present the plan to the County Board for their approval.  Following 

County Board approval, the plan will then be forwarded to the Department for approval of 

the plan by the DNR as required by s. 28.11(5)(a), Wis. Stats. 
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110.4  DISTRIBUTION OF THE PLAN 

Each member of the County Board will have access to a copy of the plan at the time of 

initial review and approval. Updated official copies will be maintained by the Forestry and 

Parks Administrator and be available electronically.  

 
 Electronic versions of the plan or plan amendments or 

 electronic links to the documents will be distributed to the following:  

  1. Department of Natural Resources - Liaison and County Forest & Public Lands 

Specialist.  

  2. Executive Director- Wisconsin County Forest Association. 

 
110.5  UPDATING THE PLAN   

 Necessary changes in policy and procedure will be incorporated into the plan by amendment 

as required. Amendments to the plan will require approval by both the County Board and 

the Department of Natural Resources as stated in s. 28.11(5)(a), Wis. Stats. Changes to 

official County Forest Blocking map require County Board approval. The annual county 

board approved work plan, budget and annual accomplishment report are appended to the 

plan and do not require official DNR approval. In addition, changes to Chapters 1000, 2000, 

3000, or 4000 do not require a plan amendment or official DNR approval, with the 

exception of the official County Forest Blocking map.  

 
110.6 COORDINATION WITH OTHER PLANNING 

  The development of this plan and any future amendments to this plan will include 

considerations, and if warranted, participation in other local and regional planning efforts. 

These planning efforts include Town of Levis and Town of Foster Community Wildfire 

Protection Plans, Clark County Outdoor Recreation Plan, Clark County Land and Water 

Resource Management Plan, Clark County Hazzard Mitigation Plan and Sportsman Lake 

Management Plan. 

   
115 FOREST RESOURCE PLANNING 

The Committee will utilize procedure as set forth in the Department of Natural Resources 

Public Forest Lands Handbook no. 2460.5. Silviculture Guidance, supported by 

Wisconsin’s forestry community and Silvicultural Guidance Team, may be referenced in 
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forest management activities. Wisconsin Forest Inventory and Reporting System (WisFIRS) 

will be utilized as the primary tool for forest management planning decisions.  Additional 

resources such as forest habitat type classification, soil surveys and WI Forestry Best 

Management Practices for Water Quality guidelines may be utilized when making 

management decisions. The Clark County Forest Ecological Management Plan (EMU) 

divides the forest into management units with different goals based on stand and site 

characteristics utilizing the above listed planning documents and procedures. The EMU 

plan can be found in chapter 3000.  

 
115.1  FOREST CERTIFICATION GROUP ADMINISTRATION 

As the certification group manager, the Department of Natural Resources will be 

responsible for overall administration of third-party certification efforts. The DNR County 

Forest & Public Lands Specialist will work in close cooperation with the Wisconsin County 

Forests Association in coordinating this effort. The group manager’s responsibilities will 

include: 

 Keeping records of certification 

 Coordinating communication with the certification auditing firms 

 Reporting and payment of fees 

 Processing new entries and departures from the groups 

 Monitoring internal compliance 

 Resolving disputes 

Detail on the certification group administration is maintained in the Public Forest Lands 

Handbook. 

 
115.2   FOREST CERTIFICATION   

Clark County’s Commitment to Sustainable Forestry 
Our county forests provide a vital contribution to the State and the world by providing 

economic, environmental and social benefits important to our quality of life. Clark 

County believes that accomplishing such sustainable forestry requires a commitment and 

partnership from all the groups and individuals that benefit from these public lands.   

 
Clark County’s Commitment 

Within the scope of the Wisconsin County Forest Law and the Clark County Forest 
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Comprehensive Land Use Plan, Clark County will implement forestry practices that 

promote forest sustainability and multiple use of the forest. In the management of the 

Forest, that will include the sustainable harvest of forest products and the protection of 

special sites, wildlife, plants, water quality and aesthetics.   

 
All forest landowners have a responsibility to provide sound forest stewardship.  Clark 

County will work in cooperation with the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and 

other natural resources groups / agencies in providing sustainable forestry information to 

those landowners and individuals impacting forest sustainability in Wisconsin. We will 

support research efforts to improve the health, productivity and management of 

forestlands both internally and through cooperative efforts. In managing the Clark County 

Forest, a spectrum of forestry practices will be employed to achieve our sustainable 

forestry objective. Both intensive and more extensive forest management techniques will 

be used to provide for wildlife, forest products, recreation, water quality, aesthetics and 

ecosystem maintenance. In keeping with this responsibility, Clark County is committed to 

conforming to the standards of the Forest Stewardship Council® (FSC® C006090) FSC 

100%. 

          
120 COUNTY AUTHORITY 

The County Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan is the official County Forest authority. 

The Forestry and Parks Committee of the County Board enforces the regulations governing 

the use of the County Forest.   

 
120.1 ORDINANCES  

The county ordinances that apply to the administration and management of the Clark 

County Forest can be found in Section 1005 of Chapter 1000.  In addition, the following 

will be considered in planning process: 

 Clark County Code of Ordinances Chapter 22 – Land Use 

 
125 HISTORY 
 

125.1   STATEWIDE HISTORY AND DEVELOPMENT 

In 1927, the State Legislature passed the Forest Crop Law, authorizing counties to create 
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county forests. An opinion of the Attorney General with reference to the Forest Crop Law 

stated that the counties would be exempt from the owner's share of annual tax. In 1929, the 

law was amended to create the County Forest Reserve Law. In 1963, several major 

revisions were made, creating the County Forest Law s 28.11, Wis. Stats. The most notable 

change was the creation of a permanent program of forests that would be managed in 

accordance with a 10 Year Comprehensive Land Use Plan developed by the county, with 

the assistance of the Department of Natural Resources. Several grants and loans were 

created and remain available to counties to compensate for public uses of these county 

forest lands as stipulated in s 28.11 Wis. Stats. To fulfill additional statutory obligations, 

acreage share payments to towns are currently $.30/acre, and towns with county forest land 

receive a minimum of 10% of the stumpage revenue from their respective County Forest 

each year.  

 
In 2020, thirty counties in Wisconsin owned approximately 2.4 million acres entered under 

the County Forest Law.  

 
 125.2   CLARK COUNTY FOREST HISTORY & DEVELOPMENT 

Prior to settlement, towering stands of white pine dominated the landscape of the Clark 

County Forest.  Aspen, oak and other hardwoods occurred throughout the forested upland 

along with spruce and tamarack on its lowlands.  Since the time of settlement in the middle 

1800s, the forestlands have played a vital role in supporting Clark County’s economy.  

Early industry was based entirely on the harvest and transportation of timber.  Later, after 

logging of the virgin stands was near completion, agriculture began to develop on cutover 

areas, and this replaced timber as the county’s major economic resource.  Between 1900 and 

1934, the land that is now the county forest was intermittently farmed and burned. The 

meager sandy soils were either too dry or too wet for farm crops, and due to the general 

hardship of farming the area, much of the land went tax delinquent.  The Wisconsin County 

Forest program originated with the counties acquiring tax delinquent lands.  In Clark 

County, this delinquent land included 98,415 acres designated as a drainage district.  

Constructed on this district were 82 miles of ditch, 16 dams and 508 ponds in hopes that 

fertile farmland could be created from the extensive wetlands.  As a result, the Clark County 

Forest has many miles of ditch and several waterfowl flowages.  In 1934, the County Board 
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passed the County Forest Ordinance, which permitted the removal of tax delinquent lands 

from township tax rolls.  These lands were then entered under the County Forest Crop laws 

of that time, and the state paid the county $0.10 per acre per year to manage the lands. 

 
By 1937, 120,000 acres were entered as county forest.  Natural regeneration had begun to 

develop, and CCC crews were supplementing this with tree planting. A transplant nursery 

was established in 1939 to supply planting stock for the county forest.  This nursery 

supplied trees until 1972, with an annual capacity of 300,000.   

 
Because of frequent fires and previous logging, timber harvests were small and few. The 

first commercial sale of forest products from the Clark County Forest did not occur until 

January 1941. The county sold 1,003 Christmas trees at $0.04/tree in the Town of Hewett 

valued at $44.12. The first commercial pulpwood sale occurred in December of that same 

year. In the Town of Levis, 32 cords of aspen (likely a combination of bolts and sawlogs) 

was harvested for $0.50/cord with a value of $16.00. State severance in 1941 was 50%, 

netting the county $30.06 between both sales.  

 
Revenue from forest products began to increase in the early 1950s due mainly to the harvest 

of Christmas trees from plantations, scattered sawlog sales, posts and firewood. Revenue 

from forest products has increased dramatically from the 1950s through the 1990s. Today 

most revenue is derived from pulpwood harvests, plantation thinning and an ever-increasing 

volume of sawlogs as the forest matures. These products will still provide the major source 

of forest product revenue into the foreseeable future. 

  
125.3   WISCONSIN COUNTY FORESTS ASSOCIATION 

Clark County is a member of the Wisconsin County Forests Association, Inc. (WCFA). 

This Association was incorporated on May 15, 1968 under Chapter 181 of the Wisconsin 

Statutes, without stock and not for profit. The WCFA Board of Directors is composed of 

fifteen delegates elected from County Forestry Committees who are members of the 

Association and two members at large. 

 

WCFA provides a forum for consideration of issues and policy that are common to all of 

the county committees responsible for their respective County Forest programs, including 
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those programs encompassed under s. 28.11 and chapter 77, Wis. Stats. WCFA also 

provides leadership and counsel to County Forest administrators and forestry committees 

through regular meetings and active committees on legislative and recreational issues. 

WCFA develops and implements a strategic plan. The organization’s mission statement is 

as follows: 

Wisconsin County Forests Association provides leadership uniting the interests of 

the world’s largest county forest program while ensuring long term forest health 

and sustainability. 

 
125.4   TRENDS 

  The values and uses of the Clark County Forest contribute significantly to fulfilling many of 

society's ecological and socioeconomic needs now and in the future. Changing trends will 

affect the values and uses of the Forest in coming years. 

 Wisconsin’s forests are naturally changing due to forest succession. Most of the 

County Forest acreage statewide is a result of regeneration or planting from the early 

to mid-1900s.  Mid to late successional northern hardwood forests are replacing the 

early successional aspen-birch, oak and jack pine forests of the 1940s through the 

1970s. The aspen cover type is the key habitat for many of the state’s premier game 

species, including deer, ruffed grouse, snowshoe hare and woodcock. The county 

forest system currently has 15% of the State’s public land base and 24% of the 

aspen resource.   

 Conflict over timber management practices will likely continue to increase as more 

individuals and groups demand greater involvement in forestry decisions. Practices 

such as clearcutting and even-aged management will continue to be controversial. 

Efforts to educate the public on the merits of these sound forest management 

techniques will continue.  

 Clark County may experience funding problems as municipalities are being required 

to provide more services with less money. Potential losses of revenue from 

decreased shared revenues and resistance to tax increases may make county timber 

revenues increasingly important to the finances of county governments. This is 

complicated by increasing public pressure to reduce timber harvests on county 

forests.   
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 Increasing knowledge about a wider variety of species and their habitat needs is 

leading to a growing list of threatened and endangered species. This could lead to 

improvements in managing the forest and mitigating impacts to these species. 

Mitigating measures have the potential to impede recreational and forest 

management activities. Refer to Chapter 800 (Section 840) for specifics on this 

subject.  

 Invasive exotic species pose an ever-increasing threat to the County Forest. Gypsy 

moth, Asian long-horned beetle, garlic mustard, buckthorn and honeysuckle have all 

gained a foothold in Wisconsin’s forests. Refer to Chapter 600 for specifics on this 

subject. 

 The Forest is considered to be an outdoor classroom serving all age groups. It 

consists of diverse communities with a large variety of plant and animal life giving 

ample opportunity for study and observation. 

 
125.5   PROTECTING THE PUBLIC RESOURCE  

 As stated in s 28.11 (1) Wis. Stats., the county forest program enables and encourages 

 “the planned development and management of the county forests for optimum production 

 of forest products together with recreational opportunities, wildlife, watershed protection 

 and stabilization of stream flow, giving full recognition to the concept of multiple-use to 

 assure maximum public benefits to protect the public rights, interests and investments in  

 such lands; and to compensate the counties for the public uses, benefits and privileges 

 these lands provide; all in a manner which will provide a reasonable revenue to the 

 towns in which such lands lie.” 
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200 GENERAL ADMINISTRATION 

 Objectives 

 1.  To comply with and implement the provisions of the County Forestry Ordinance. 

 2.  To administer and manage the County Forest in accordance with s. 28.11, Wis. Stats. 

 3.  To cooperate with the Department of Natural Resources and other agencies and 

organizations in the interest of furthering the optimum management of the forest on a 

sustainable basis. 

 4.  To provide adequate financial support for the program by using county-designated 

revenues and appropriations along with funds available from federal and state sources.  

 5.  To maintain an adequate system of accounts, records and reports for the orderly 

administration of the forest and evaluation of program needs and implementation. 

6. To facilitate the administration of the forest by authorizing personnel, equipment and 

facilities necessary to assist the Committee and the administrator in carrying out their 

duties. 

  
205 ROLES 

Clark County utilizes an Administrative Coordinator structure of government. The 

administrative coordinator is responsible for coordinating administrative and management 

functions of the county government not otherwise vested by law in boards or commissions 

or in other elected officers. The Clark County Coordinator duties are divided between the 

County Clerk and County Board Chair.  

  
205.1 COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

 Powers of the Clark County Board of Supervisors relative to the management of county 

forest lands are defined in s.28.11(3), and additional authority may include: 

1. Approving an annual budget and county forest work plan. 

2. Approving grants.  

3. Approving land acquisitions and the sale of county forestlands. 

4. Approving ordinances regulating the use of county forestlands and recreational areas 

and facilities.  

5. Approving the 15 Year County Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan. 
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 205.1.1    Forestry and Parks Committee  

 The Board of Supervisors assigns the administration of the County Forest to the Forestry 

and Parks Committee as detailed below.   

1. The committee shall consist of five members of the Board and the Committee on 

Committees shall select and appoint a committee chairperson.  

2. The committee shall employ personnel to administer and implement the county 

forest program. 

3. The committee shall have all of the power set forth in the Forestry Ordinance and 

amendments thereto and shall have charge, supervision and policy oversight of the 

Forestry and Parks Department, all county forests, parks, dams, fairgrounds and 

recreational areas unless otherwise specified by Board resolution.  

4. The committee shall prepare and oversee implementation of an annual work plan 

and budget. 

5. The committee shall prepare, update and oversee implementation of the 15 Year 

County Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan.  

6. The committee shall cooperate with the Department of Natural Resources on all 

matters pertaining to natural resource management on the county forest. 

7. The committee shall have the power to lease and let county forest, fair grounds and 

parkland as well as layout, improve, maintain and govern all such parks and 

recreational areas, including the right to establish roadways, camping sites, beaches, 

parking areas, trails and any other improvements deemed in the public interest.  

8. The committee shall make rules for the regulation of the use and enjoyment thereof 

by the public subject to the statute or Board resolutions.  

9. The committee shall have charge of all accounts and accounting under the Forestry 

Ordinance and Park Regulations and shall audit all claims under these departments.  

10. The committee shall be authorized to enter into agreements with any cooperating 

service clubs or organizations for the purpose of maintaining or developing 

recreational properties or facilities, including, but not limited to, maintaining or 

developing county hunting or hiking trails, horseback riding trails, ski, ATV, UTV, 

motorcycle or snowmobile trails, public picnic or warming shelters or any other 

similar recreational facilities.  
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11. The committee shall prepare and present to the Board plans for such projects as are 

requested of them by the Board or are in the judgment of the committee to the best 

interest of the County. After any plans are adopted by the Board on any projects, the 

plans shall be carried out by the committee as directed by the Board.  

12. The committee shall be responsible for the preparation of an outdoor recreation plan 

and for overseeing its implementation.  

13. The committee shall negotiate for the acquisition and sale of county forest lands to 

further the objectives of the county forest.  

14. Hold committee meetings as necessary to carry out the above duties. 

 
 205.1.2    Forestry and Parks Administrator  

1. Plan, organize, direct, evaluate and administer the operational, maintenance and 

development activities of the department. 

2. Provide consultation and staff support to the Forestry and Parks Committee and 

associated advisory and planning committees. 

3. Administer and direct the operation and maintenance of county-owned and operated 

dams.  

4. Direct the County Forest timber sale, forestry and wildlife improvement programs. 

5. Recruit, discipline and promote department employees. 

6. Write grant applications and administer grant monies for local, state, federal and 

other aids for development and maintenance of parks, trails, dams and forest 

resources and facilities. 

7. Provide advice and guidance to the Forestry and Parks Committee and County 

Board for the purchase and sale of property. 

8. Design and develop the Clark County Five-year Outdoor Recreation Plan and 

Fifteen-year Comprehensive Land Use Plan. 

9. Coordinate enforcement efforts for the County forest, parks, trails and other 

facilities. 

10. Foster coalition efforts to achieve program goals and objectives. 
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205.2  DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

 The role of the Department in the County Forest program is to: 

1. Encourage technically sound management of the County Forest resources. 

2. Protect the public rights, benefits and investments in County Forest lands. 

3. Administer state compensation to the county for the public rights, benefits and 

privileges the county forest lands provide as required by s. 28.11-(8)  Wis. Stats. 

4. Provide County Forest assistance consistent with those identified per the Public 

Forest Lands Handbook.  

 
 205.2.1   Division of Forestry 

 It is the function of this Division to: 

1. Certify and make forest aid payments (variable acreage and project loans) to the 

county and audit county expenditures of the forestry fund account pursuant to s. 

28.11(8)(b), Wis. Stats. 

2. Certify and make acreage payments to towns pursuant to s. 28.11(8)(a), Wis. Stats. 

3. Maintain and certify County Forest acreage by township and audit distribution of 

severance share payments (s. 28.11(9) Wis. Stats.) made annually by the counties. 

4. Collect severance share payments of not less than twenty percent of actual stumpage 

sales value on timber cut from the County Forest pursuant to s. 28.11(9)(a), Wis. 

Stats. 

5. Administer various aids and grants pertaining, but not limited to, the County Forest 

program. 

6. Assist with development and implementation of the County Forest Comprehensive 

Land Use Plan. 

7. Interpret and administer the laws and regulations set forth by the Legislature  and the 

Natural Resources Board. 

8. Approve Annual Work Plans 

9. Review and approve or deny applications for withdrawal and entry of lands into the 

County Forest Law program.   

10. Audit of Clark County Forest Programmatic and Financials. 

 

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/ForestManagement/documents/24605.pdf
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/ForestManagement/documents/24605.pdf
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 205.2.2    Local Office 

 Field representatives of the Department are available to provide technical advice and 

assistance to the county in natural resources management. This assistance includes, but is 

not limited to, the following: 

 
  205.2.2.1   Forest Management 

   The forester designated by the Department to serve as Liaison to the Forestry and 

Parks Committee will provide technical assistance in managing the resources of the 

county forest. The forester's duties include the following, but are not limited to: 

1. Coordinating all DNR activities to promote integrated management 

occurring on or affecting the county forest. 

2. Attending all Committee meetings and any county board meetings as 

requested. 

3. Assisting in establishing, inspecting and administering timber sales in 

cooperation with county forest personnel. 

4. Processing timber sale approvals, cutting notices and reports. 

5. Maintaining for the Department a record of forest management 

accomplishments, forms and maps. 

6. Assisting in preparation of projects, plans and estimates. 

7. Providing assistance to the Committee in the preparation of the annual 

budget, annual work plan and the County Forest Comprehensive Land Use 

Plan.  

8. Assisting in County Forest timber theft and larceny investigations. 

9. Organizing and preparing minutes of annual partnership meeting as required 

in the Public Forest Lands Handbook. 

 
  205.2.2.2   Other DNR Program Functions 

  1.  Fire Management: Maintain a system of communications, equipment and 

trained personnel to prevent and suppress forest fires, assist with prescribed 

burns and enforce forest-fire-related laws. 

  2.  Forest Pest Control: Provide technical services for prevention, detection and 

suppression of forest pests in the district. 

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/ForestManagement/documents/24605.pdf
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   3.    Wildlife Management: Conduct surveys of wildlife populations, habitat and 

public use. Wildlife personnel use this information when providing technical 

assistance on long-term ecosystem planning as well as wildlife habitat 

management, habitat improvement and wildlife health. Attend committee 

meetings as requested. 

   4.    Fisheries Management: Maintain the quality of the fishery resource in the 

waters of the Forest to produce a balanced return to the angler, consistent with 

sound management principles. 

   5.    Law Enforcement: Enforce state natural resource laws and regulations and 

assist in the enforcement of county and federal natural resource laws and 

ordinances. 

  6.     Environmental Protection: Enforce and provide technical assistance in matters 

related to water and shore land management, pollution detection and waste 

disposal. 

7. Endangered Resources: Provide technical expertise on rare, threatened or 

endangered species and natural community surveys, identification and 

management. Assist other DNR functions and the county in identifying local- 

and landscape-level issues. 

8. Community Financial Assistance: Provide technical assistance for the 

procurement and administration of recreational trail and resource protection 

and enhancement grants.   

  
210 COOPERATION 

 To meet the obligation of the county to the public in accordance with s.28.11, it is in the 

best interest of Clark County to cooperate with public agencies, non-profit organizations, 

tribal nations, the forest industry, public utilities and others so long as the objectives of the 

15 year comprehensive plan are not compromised by such cooperation.  

 
215 FINANCIAL SUPPORT 

An annual budget shall be prepared by the Committee. This budget shall contain county, 

state, private, non-profit and federal funds needed to carry out the forestry, park and 

recreation programs on the forest. 



 

  
200-9 

215.1 REVENUE FROM OPERATIONS 

 The following procedures will apply in crediting income from the forest: 

 
 215.1.1    Timber Sale Revenue 

 All revenue received from the sale of timber stumpage shall be deposited in the Forestry & 

Parks fund using specific accounts for advance ticket deferred revenue sales, finance 

charges, performance bonds, performance bond forfeitures, contract penalties, and county 

forest land vs. non-county forest land (regular county land) wood product sales. Advance 

ticket deferred revenue sales shall be kept in an individual account until redeemed, at which 

point they shall transition into the appropriate wood product sales account. Additional 

revenues from capital lease proceeds, permits, forest camping and firewood sales shall be 

deposited in the Forestry & Parks fund using separate accounts. Segregated accounts shall 

be maintained for severance taxes incurred and any sales tax collected, with payments made 

from each account as required by statute. 

 
 215.1.2     Parks and Recreation Revenue 

 All revenue received from recreation center rental activities and related sales, trail system 

permits and capital lease proceeds shall be deposited in the Forestry & Parks fund within 

individual accounts for each location. Separate accounts for any sales tax collected and 

rental security deposits shall be maintained, with payments made from each account as 

required by state statute and Committee guidelines. 

 
 215.1.3   Other County Forest Revenue 

 All revenue received from miscellaneous sales of county forestland, misc. permits, 

surplus materials or equipment and any refunds, rebates or damage collections shall be 

deposited in the Forestry & Parks fund. Gift card deferred revenue sales shall be 

deposited in the Forestry & Parks fund in an individual holding account until redeemed or 

expired. 

 
215.2  OUTSIDE SOURCES OF REVENUE 

  Outside sources of revenue will be pursued by the committee in an effort to augment local 

funds as much as possible. After feasibility is determined and committee approval obtained, 
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the administrator will prepare the necessary application and/or county board resolutions. 

   
 215.2.1   State Funds 

 In addition to other state funds that may become available for county use, the following 

state funding sources will be used where appropriate in administration of the Forest: 

1. Variable Acreage Share Loan (s. 28.11(8)(b)1., Wis. Stats.). The county may apply 

for variable acreage share loans in the amount of up to fifty cents per acre of regular 

entry County Forest land by December 31. Payment is made to the county on or 

before March 3lst of each year and deposited in the State Forest Aid fund. 

Application is made by County Board Resolution. 

2. Project loans (s. 28.11(8)(b)2., Wis. Stats.) are available for acquisition and 

development projects of an "economically productive nature”.  Fish and game  or 

recreation projects do not qualify. Application is made by County Board Resolution. 

3. County Forest Administration Grant Program (s. 28.11-(5m) Wis. Stats). Annual 

grants are available to fund up to 50% of the salary and fringe benefits of a 

professional forester in the position of county forest administrator or assistant 

county forest administration.  Benefits may not exceed 40% of salary. Application is 

made by County Board resolution with payment by April 15th of each year. 

4. Sustainable County Forest Grants.  Annual grants made for short-term unanticipated 

projects that promote sustainable forestry. Details are contained in s. NR 47.75, 

Wisconsin Administrative Code.  

5. County Fish and Game Projects s. 23.09(12), Wis. Stats.).   

6. Wildlife Habitat Development Grant (s. 23.09(17m), Wis. Stats).  

7. County Forest Road Aids funds are available for each designated mile of County 

Forest road. The certification is done on a biannual basis. 

8. Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program:   Counties with lands entered under the 

County Forest Program (s. 28.11, Wis. Stats.) can compete for land acquisition 

funding under Stewardship to preserve valuable wildlife habitat and natural areas, 

protect water quality and fisheries, and expand opportunities for outdoor recreation. 

9. Snowmobile Aids (s. 23.09 (26)(25)Wis. Stats.)  These are grants for approved 

snowmobile projects, not restricted to county forestlands.  See the DNR Manual 
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Code No. 8719.51 and the Snowmobile Aids Program Guide publication for details; 

also, Chapter NR 50 of the Wisconsin Administrative Code. 

10. Off-highway Motorcycle (OHM) trail grants. (s. 23.335 Wis. Stats.) Provides grants 

for the maintenance and development of off-highway motorcycle trails. 

11. Motorized Stewardship Grants. Provides grants to acquire, insure, develop and 

maintain ATV/UTV and snowmobile trails, areas and routes. Stewardship funds 

require a 20% local match. That means no state or federal grant funds are eligible to 

be matched. Force account (county, city, town or village) labor, equipment and 

materials are eligible to match as well as volunteer labor and club donations. 

12. Recreational Trails Program (RTP). This is a federal program for development and 

maintenance of recreational trails and trail-related facilities for both motorized and 

non-motorized recreational trail uses. Eligible sponsors may be reimbursed for up to 

50% of eligible project costs. Funds from this program may be used in conjunction 

with funds from the state snowmobile or ATV grant programs and Knowles-Nelson 

Stewardship development projects. 

13. Motorcycle Outdoor Recreation Program (MORP) per s. 23.09 (25). Consult DNR 

publication guidelines for Motorcycle Recreation Program and Chapter NR 65 of 

Wisconsin Administrative Codes for details. 

14. All-Terrain Vehicle (ATV) Aids Program. Provides grants for the maintenance, 

acquisition, development and rehabilitation of trails and intensive use areas. See 

Chapter NR 64 of the Wisconsin Administrative Code for details. 

15. Acquisition and Development of Local Parks/Stewardship Funds. Provide up to 

50% matching grants for acquisition, development and renovation of local parks, 

trails and recreation areas. 

16. Lake Management Planning Grant. Provides up to 75% or $10,000 of funding for 

lake management planning processes. 

17. Lake Management Protection Grant. Provides up to 75% or $200,000 of funding for 

implementation of recommendations of a lake management plan. 

18. Recreational Boating Facilities Grant. Provides up to 50% funding for development 

of recreational boating facilities and related activities. 
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 215.2.2    Federal funds and programs 

  In addition to others that may be available, the following funds and programs will be used 

 where practical: 

1.  Land and Water Conservation Fund Act (LAWCON). This fund provides up to 50% 

matching grants for the acquisition, development and renovation of local parks. 

2.  Resource Conservation and Development (Technical Services). 

3. Pittman-Robertson fund. This fund provides for wildlife management and habitat 

improvement. 

4.  Sport Fish Restoration (Dingell-Johnson) fund. This fund provides financing for fish 

management projects administered by the DNR. 

5. Federal Endangered Species fund. This fund provides cost sharing and grants for 

surveys, monitoring and management programs that conserve a threatened or 

endangered species. Contact the DNR Natural Heritage Conservation for 

information. 

6.  National Recreational Trails Act (NRTA). This legislation provides grants to 

develop, maintain, renovate and acquire trails for motorized, non-motorized and 

combined use.  

 
 215.2.3    Other Funds 

 Other potential funding sources are groups such as Ducks Unlimited, Ruffed Grouse 

Society, Trout Unlimited, Whitetails Unlimited, National Wild Turkey Federation, local 

sportsman's clubs, service organizations, etc. 

 
 The Committee will consider donations, endowments and other gifts, whether real estate, 

equipment or cash. The county attorney may be consulted to ascertain whether such gifts 

benefit the county. 

 
215.3   COUNTY EXPENDITURES 

All purchases and expenditures shall comply with County purchasing policy and state 
statutes.   
 

220 COUNTY RECORDS 

 The County Forestry and Parks Administrator will keep concise and orderly records and 
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accounts of all revenue received, expenditures incurred and accomplishments resulting from 

the operations of the forestry department. A job description, time and expense report and 

training record will be kept on each employee.   

 
220.1   ACCOUNTS 

   
 220.1.1  State Aid Forestry Account  

 Variable acreage share loans (s. 28.11(8)(b)1., Wis. Stats.), project loan funds (s. 

28.11(8)(b)(2.)Wis. Stats.) and sustainable forestry grants (s. 28.11(5r), Wis. Stats., and s. 

NR 47.75, Wis. Adm. Code) that are distributed by the DNR are deposited in this account. 

Expenditures of variable acreage share funds from this account are restricted to the 

purchase, development, preservation and maintenance of the county forest. Expenditure of 

project loan funds are governed by the conditions of project approval. Sustainable Forestry 

grants from this account must be spent specific to the approved project. Revenue received 

from the sale of equipment purchased with State Aid Account money must be redeposited 

in the State Aid Account.   

 
 220.1.2    Other County Forest Accounts 

 Clark County account number structure reflects both the “who” and the “what” for each 

expenditure and revenue within a fund using a combined organization and object code 

format. Within each account, expenditures and revenues for specific project- and/or grant-

related activities are maintained in project ledgers. Each project ledger is assigned an 

exclusive number for the life of the grant/project to track expenditures and revenues as a 

subset within the accounts listed below. Forestry & Parks operating funds are budgeted 

annually, and unused portions lapse back to the Forestry & Parks fund on January 1st. 
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 220.1.3    Account Numbers 

Forestry & Parks Account Number Format:  ORG#.OBJECT#.62*****Project Name# 

ORG OBJECT PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

62100000   Forestry General ORG 

62102000   Forestry Grant Related ORG 

62103000   Forestry Non-Grant Related ORG 

62200000   Parks General ORG 

62204000   Dams General ORG 

62205***   Recreation Center General ORGS 

62206***   Trail System General ORGS 

62300000   Forestry & Parks Shop ORG 

62400000   Forestry & Parks Misc./Budget ORG 

 4*****  Revenue OBJECT 

 432711  State Grant Revenue OBJECT 

 432720  Federal Grant Revenue OBJECT 

 466620  Private Grant Revenue OBJECT 

 5*****  Expenditure OBJECT 

 543990  State Grant Expenditure OBJECT 

 543991  Federal Grant Expenditure OBJECT 

 543992  Private Grant Expenditure OBJECT 

   
220.2   TIMBER SALES 

  
 220.2.1   Active Files 

 Active timber sale files (hardcopy or e-copy), at a minimum, should contain or reference the 

 following items: 

1. Timber sale cutting notice and report (Form 2460-1). 

2. Timber sale narrative (Form 2460-1A). 

3. Contract and all addendums. 

4. Timber sale map.  

5. Ledger account of scale. 

6. Timber sale inspection journal/notes. 

7. Pertinent correspondence. 

8. Liability insurance. 

9. Financial assurance (performance bonds, ILC, etc…). 

10. Field scale sheets. 

11. Lock box tickets (if applicable). 
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220.2.2   Closed Files 

Once sales have been completed and audited by DNR, only the following items need to be 

maintained in the file as a permanent record: 

1. Timber sale notice and cutting report. 

2. Contract and addendums. 

3. Timber sale map. 

4. Pertinent correspondence. 

5. Financial ledger/summary. 

 
225 PERSONNEL 

 The Forestry and Parks Administrator has the authority to organize the workload of 

department employees and contractors.  Department personnel will be governed by the work 

policies as set forth by the Clark County Employee Handbook and Administrative Manual 

and Forestry and Parks Department work rules. 

 
225.1 COUNTY FOREST STAFF  

  The Clark County Forestry and Parks Department is divided into two programs for 

organizational, operational and financial purposes. Program one responsibilities are under 

the direction of the Forestry Manager and include forest and wildlife management and forest 

roads. Program two responsibilities are under the direction of the Parks and Programs 

Manager and include park, trail, fairgrounds and Bruce Mound operations. There is 

considerable overlap of duties between programs for some employees. The following 

positions are essential for the operation of the Forest: Forestry and Parks Administrator, 

Forestry Manager, Parks and Programs Manager, two Foresters, Forestry Technician, LTE 

forester, Office Business Manager and Construction Specialist/Heavy Equipment Operator. 

Other important positions that are primarily assigned program two duties but do support 

forest operations (program 1) include: Facilities Supervisor, Maintenance Specialist, Parks 

Worker/Equipment Operator and Office Assistant.  
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  The following is a chart of the department employee organizational structure:  

 

 
 

225.2  HIRING PERSONNEL 

 Hiring authority for the promotion and filling of vacant, authorized Forestry and Parks 

Department positions is delegated to the Forestry and Parks Administrator. The Forestry and 

Parks Committee maintains hiring authority for the promotion and filling of the Forestry 

and Parks Administrator position, or those positions identified as “critical” to operations. 

Hiring of personnel is guided by the Clark County Employee Handbook and Administrative 

Manual and supported by the Clark County Administrative Compensation Policy.  

 
  It is the policy of Clark County to adhere to state and/or federal laws which forbid any 

discrimination based upon age, race, religion, color, handicap, national origin, sex, sexual 
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orientation, marital status, physical condition, development disability, physical appearance, 

political affiliation, military service record and arrest or conviction record unless they affect 

the applicant’s ability to reasonably perform the duties of the position. 

  

225.3 OTHER SOURCES OF LABOR 

 The Forestry and Parks Administrator will consider supplemental labor resources that can 

be utilized on the forest. The Administrator will analyze the viability of new sources of 

labor and make a recommendation to the committee. Other current and potential sources of 

labor include: 

 1. Correctional Work Crews. The county currently utilizes an 8 to 10-person 

correctional work crew from the Jackson County Correctional Camp for various 

park, trail, fairgrounds and forest development and maintenance projects. This 

important labor source saves the county thousands of dollars a year and completes 

work that might not be accomplished without this crew.  

 2. Volunteers. Volunteers play a significant role in the maintenance of Clark County 

motorized and non-motorized tail systems. 

 3. Community Service and Conservation Clubs. Labor and financial contributions 

from these groups have provided many benefits. These clubs help maintain wildlife 

habitat and assist this department with various conservation projects. 

 4. Court Ordered Community Service Workers. When contacted by these 

individuals, this department does strive to provide mutually beneficial opportunities 

to complete community service obligations.   

 5. Wisconsin Conservation Corps (WCC). Past WCC crews have provided 

significant forest recreation and conservation benefits.  

 
225.4  TRAINING 

The Forestry and Parks Administrator will be responsible for scheduling and providing 

appropriate training to keep staff current with safety requirements, BMP’s, silviculture, 

pesticides, new technologies and other training appropriate to manage the Clark County 

Forest. A training record will be retained for each employee identifying the course name, 

content and date of attendance.  
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230 EQUIPMENT 

 All equipment and supplies will be coordinated by the Forestry and Parks Administrator. 

The Forestry and Parks Administrator will be responsible for locating equipment and 

considering the most economical option: buying, borrowing, renting or constructing. The 

Forestry and Parks Administrator will also be responsible for maintaining an inventory, to 

be updated annually, of equipment under his/her jurisdiction. The Forestry and Parks 

Administrator will approve small equipment purchases. Supplies may be purchased by 

department employees with prior approval from management staff.  Large equipment shall 

be purchased by competitive bidding per county policy and approved by the Forestry and 

Parks Committee.     

  
HEAVY EQUIPMENT and VEHICLE LIST FOR CLARK COUNTY FORESTRY & 
PARKS DEPARTMENT 

 
1. 19 Pickup Trucks – including a variety of ½ to 1 ton, 2- and 4-wheel drive and 

extended, crew and regular cab configurations  

2. Car – Ford Fusion 

3. All wheel drive John Deere Grader – 255 HP 

4. 3 Bulldozers – 70 to 110 HP 

5. New Holland Tractor with 60” Flail Mower 

6. John Deere Cable Skidder – 172 HP 

7. John Deere End Loader – 120 HP 

8. 3 Trail/Ski Hill Groomers  

9. 3 John Deere Tractors – Used to groom snowmobile trails and other 

miscellaneous duties 

10. 3 Dump Trucks – 5 to 17-yard Dump 

11. Semi Tractor with Lowboy Trailer 

12. Track Loader and Skid Steer 

13. A variety of small equipment, including: ATVs, UTVs, snowmobiles, trailers, 

lawnmowers, etc.  
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235 FACILITIES 

1. Business Office. Provided in the 1st floor, Room 103 of the Clark County 

Courthouse. 

2. Forestry & Parks Shop. Located at W8311 County Highway B, Neillsville, WI 

54456.  A heated maintenance shop, forestry building, cold storage garages and 

adjacent building are used as the maintenance operations headquarters as well as 

vehicles and equipment storage that is used in operation of the forest and parks 

program. The garage is also used for construction, maintenance and repair of 

County Forest equipment and facilities.  

3. Black River Recreation Area. Located in the Township of Longwood, this area 

includes parking space and public access to the Black River. 

4. Bruce Mound Winter Sports Area. Located in the Township of Dewhurst, it 

includes a chalet with restrooms, separate rental room space, tubing runs, 10 ski and 

snowboard slopes, 5 lifts, snack bar with short order menu and maintenance garage.  

5. Fairgrounds. Located in the City of Neillsville, this includes restrooms, campsites, a 

dump station, public open space and various barns and buildings. 

6. Greenwood County Park and Campground. Located in the Township of Warner, the 

campground includes public access to the Black River, vault toilets, shelters, 

campsites, playgrounds, tables and grills. 

7. Knobby Ridge Off Road Motorcycle Trail. Located in the Township of Hewett, the 

trail includes trails for off road motorcycles, a vault toilet, space available for 

camping, tables and a maintenance garage. 

8. Levis/Trow Mound Recreational Area. Located in the Township of Dewhurst, this 

area includes 2 public access parking lots, a warming chalet, flush restrooms, 

showers, a vault toilet, campsites, tables, extensive single track trails and a 

maintenance garage. 

9. Mead Lake Park and Campground. Located in the Township of Mead, it includes 

flush and vault toilets, a dump station, showers, campsites, a boat landing, a 

playground, beach area, tables and grills. 

10. South Mead Lake Park.Located in the Township of Mead,  the park includes a 

playground, shelter, vault toilets, tables, grills and fishing access. 



 

  
200-20 

11. Rock Dam Park and Campground. Located in the Township of Foster, this area 

includes campsites, a boat landing, a dump station, flush and vault toilets, showers, 

laundry facilities, a small store, change rooms, playgrounds, shelters, beach, tables 

and grills. 

12. Russell Memorial Park and Campground. Located in the Township of Dewhurst, 

this area includes campsites, a boat landing, a dump station, flush and vault toilets, 

showers, laundry facilities, a small store, change rooms, playgrounds, shelters, a 

beach, tables and grills. 

13. Sherwood Park and Campground. Located in the Township of Sherwood, this area 

includes campsites, a boat landing, a dump station, flush and vault toilets, a shelter, 

showers, a playground, a disc golf course, a swim area, tables and grills. 

14. Snyder Park and Campground. Located in the Township of Hewett, this area 

includes campsites, a boat landing, a dump station, flush and vault toilets, shelters, 

showers, a playground, a swim area, a butchering area, tables and grills. 

15. Wildcat Mound Park. Located in the Township of Mentor, the park includes vault 

toilets, parking, tables and rural hiking opportunities. 

16. Wild Rock Park and Campground. Located in the Township of Foster, this area 

includes vault toilets, campsites, a shelter, direct access to multiple trail systems, 

playground, tables and grills. 

17. Additional Spaces and Day Use Areas, such as the Hatfield Pines Parking Lot, 

Highway 10 Parking Lot, Oak Ridge Parking Lot, Rock Dam Parking Lot, Timber 

Lane Parking Lot, Arnold Creek Boat Landing, Riviera Avenue Boat Landing, 

Windy Point Boat Landing, Multiple Cell Tower Locations, Dewhurst Dump, South 

Mead Lake Boat Landing, Mead Lake Scout Camp, Sherwood Shooting Range, and 

the Rock Dam Rental House are auxiliary facilities, some of which may have picnic 

tables, boat landings, toilet access or additional features.  
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300   DESCRIPTION OF FOREST 

 
300.1  CLARK COUNTY FOREST OWNERSHIP  

 The Clark County Forest is composed of 189 management compartments ranging in size 

from 79 acres to 1701 acres. Within the Clark County forest blocking boundary, 

approximately 84 percent of the land is enrolled in County Forest Law with most of the 

remaining 16 percent in small, private holdings. A map of Clark County blocking boundary 

can be found in Section 1000 of Chapter 1000. 

 
300.2 NATURAL FEATURES 

300.2.1   Topography  

The Clark County Forest, located in the west central part of the state, lies primarily within 

the Central Sand Plain physiographic region of Wisconsin. The topography of the forest 

and surrounding area has glacial origin. The glaciers eroded hilltops and filled valleys 

reducing relief. Elevations range from 883 feet in the southwest part of the county forest 

to 1,480 feet in the west. The terrain ranges from gently rolling in the east to hilly in the 

west part of the forest.   

 
More detail about the natural features occurring within the Clark County Forest can be 

found in Clark County Ecological Management Unit Plan (Chapter 3000). 

 
 300.2.2    Geography 

 Clark County has a land area of approximately 773,894 acres, plus another 4,090 acres of 

water included in lakes and streams. Approximately 43 percent of the land in the county is 

classified as forestland. The County Forest, which contains approximately 134,782 acres, is 

the 6th largest county forest in Wisconsin. 

 
 Section 1000 of Chapter 1000 contains maps showing the location of the County Forest. 

 
 300.2.3      Geology and Soils 

 The soils of Clark County have been derived largely from the weathering of the glacial drift 

deposits and show a great variation within relatively short distances. Since the glacial 

period, the soils have been modified by water action, wind and the accumulation and 

incorporation of organic material. Soil types on the County Forest range from sandy in the 
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west portions of the Forest to loamy in the east. A generalized soil map can be found in the 

Section 1000 of Chapter 1000. Detailed soils information is available from the USDA Web 

Soil Survey (https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/WebSoilSurvey.aspx).  

 
 300.2.4   Ecological Landscapes 

Ecological Landscapes are regions in Wisconsin containing similar ecology and 

management opportunities. Each landscape can present unique management opportunities 

and challenges. These landscapes are essentially based on the National Hierarchical 

Framework of Ecological Units (NHFUE) (Cleland et al., 1997).  More information on the 

16 Ecological Landscapes defined within Wisconsin is available at:  

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/landscapes/index.asp?mode=Choose 

 
The Clark County Forest lies within the Central Sands Plain and Forest Transition 

Ecological Landscapes: 

 
Central Sands Plain -- Found in central Wisconsin. Soils are generally excessively drained 

sands, with forest types dominated by oak, red maple, red pine, aspen-birch and eastern 

white pine. 

 

Forest Transition – Found north of the Tension Zone in Wisconsin. Soils are generally 

moderately-well drained sandy loam sands, with forest types dominated by northern 

hardwood, aspen-birch and oak. 

  
 300.2.4.1 Land Type Associations 

 Land type associations are units of the National Hierarchical Framework of Ecological 

Units (NHFEU) classification system. They are much smaller than Ecological Landscapes 

and are generally based on glacial features. They can be useful for planning at finer scales 

within a landscape. The following Land Type Associations are present within the Ecological 

Landscapes of the Clark County Forest: 222Rb01, 222Rb02, 222Rv04 and 212Qb07. More 

information is available at:  

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/landscapes/index.asp?mode=detail&Landscape=11 

  

 

https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/WebSoilSurvey.aspx
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/landscapes/index.asp?mode=Choose
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/landscapes/index.asp?mode=detail&Landscape=11
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 300.2.5   Vegetative Cover Types 

 Approximately 82 percent of the Clark County Forest land base is forested, and 

approximately 18 percent of the Clark County Forest is non-forested. Forested uplands are 

comprised of primarily aspen, oak, mixed hardwood and pine. Black spruce, tamarack and 

bottomland hardwoods occupy the forested lowlands. Non-forested cover types include 

lowland grass, lowland brush, true grasses, open water and right of way.  

 
300.2.5.1  Forested Communities 

The forested cover types are made up of a variety of size classes including 

regeneration, sapling-pole and saw timber and structure including canopy layers, 

ground vegetation, dead and downed material and inclusions.  

 
Forest cover types associated with the County Forest are:  

Aspen (49%) – Consisting of primarily aspen species often found in combination 

with paper birch, oak, pine and red maple.  

Oak (15%) – Dominated by red oak, white oak, higher quality black oak and 

associated with other hardwoods. 

White Pine (8%) – More than 50% white pine. 

Red Pine (6%) – More than 50% red pine. Most acreage occurs as plantations.  

Jack Pine (6%) – More than 50% jack pine. 

Red Maple (5%) – More than 50% red maple. Often associated with aspen and 

white birch. 

Scrub Oak (5%) – Consisting of a majority of lower-quality black oak and 

northern pin oak and generally capable of only fuelwood or cellulose fiber 

production. 

Black Spruce (2%) – More than 50% swamp conifer species with black spruce 

being dominant. 

Bottomland Hardwoods (2%) – Typically floodplain species including silver 

maple, river birch, elm, cottonwood and green ash. 

Tamarack (1%) – More than 50% swamp conifer species with tamarack being 

dominant. 

Northern Hardwoods and Swamp Hardwoods (<1%) – A mixture of sugar maple, 
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yellow birch, basswood, ash and red maple on the uplands and black ash, red 

maple and elm in the lowlands. 

 
300.2.5.2  Non-Forested Communities 

   
Non-forested habitats are important components of management within the 

County Forest. Upland and wetland non-forest types provide important habitat for 

distinct groups of species. Upland non-forest areas of the County Forest include: 

 
Grass openings-- consist of upland grasses such as brome, quack, bluegrass, 

timothy, big and little bluestem and Indian grass. 

 
Herbaceous vegetation-- ground cover predominated by herbaceous species with 

bracken fern, sweet clover, giant ragweed, sting nettle, upland aster, goldenrod 

and prairie dock being common. 

 
Pine Barrens – Dry, sandy sites with scattered jack pine, red pine and scrub oak 

interspersed with hazel and other shrub dominated openings. Ground cover is 

predominantly native prairie/barrens plants such as big and little bluestem, 

Junegrass, Indian grass, harebell, flowering spurge, northern bedstraw, sweet fern, 

butterfly weed, birdsfoot violet, lupine and rough blazing star. 

 
Shrub opening-- primarily upland site less than 10% stocked with tree species but 

having 50% or more of the area stocked with taller, growing, persistent shrubs. 

This includes hazel, dogwood, juneberry, sumac, alder, willow and prickly ash. 

 
Rock outcrops-- include rocky talus and bedrock. 

 
Wetlands-- Wisconsin State Statutes define a wetland as “an area where water is 

at, near, or above the land surface long enough to be capable of supporting aquatic 

or hydrophytic vegetation, and which has soil indicative of wet conditions.” 

Wetland communities are recognized as a complex association of plants and 

animals, with soils and water levels having special natural values. They provide 

many functional values, including shoreline and flood protection, water quality 



  300-6 

protection, groundwater recharge and animal and plant habitat. It is the policy of 

Clark County to preserve, protect and manage wetlands under its jurisdiction in 

manner that recognizes the natural values of wetland and their importance on the 

environment. Scientist distinguish dozens of wetland types, characterized by 

vegetation, soil type and degree of saturation or water cover. Some of the more 

prominent types found on the County Forest include: 

  
Aquatic bed-- plants growing entirely on or in a water body no deeper than 6 feet. 

Plants may include pondweed, duckweed, lotus, and waterlilies. 

 
Marshes-- characterized by standing water and dominated by cattails, bulrushes, 

pickerelweed, lake sedges and/or giant bur-reed. 

 
Sedge or “wet” meadows-- these wetlands often have saturated soils rather than 

standing water. Sedges, grasses and reeds dominate, but they may also have blue 

flag iris, marsh milkweed, sneezeweed, mint and several species of goldenrod and 

aster. 

  
Scrub/shrub-- these areas, which include bogs and alder thickets, are characterized 

by woody shrubs and small trees such as tag alder, bog birch, willow and 

dogwood. 

 
Forested-- these areas, including bogs and forested floodplain complexes, are 

characterized by trees 20 feet or more in height such as tamarack, white cedar, 

black spruce, elm, black ash, green ash and silver maple. Forest management is 

conducted on many of the forested wetlands, with activities occurring primarily 

during frozen conditions.  

 
See Chapter 800 for detailed discussion on management of specific biological 

community types.   

 
 300.2.6   Fish and Wildlife 

Wisconsin supports over 650 different types of mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians and 

fish as well as millions of invertebrates. Management of county forest lands and the biotic 
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communities they support provides a mix of habitat types and ages for a wide range of 

wildlife species. Each species, or interacting group of species, does best under different 

conditions. County forest lands provide a full range of habitats: from open 

grasslands/barrens to mature forests, from bogs to forested wetlands, from spring ponds 

to lake shorelines. County forest staff work closely with WDNR fish and wildlife 

managers and conservation organizations to identify and manage critical habitats for 

breeding, migrating and wintering fish and wildlife. 

 
While the Clark County Forest provides for a wide range of fish and wildlife species, 

current management strategies or programs emphasize early and mid-successional forest 

habitats and the following species and/or communities:   

 
 Species – Karner Blue Butterfly, Elk, Cerulean Warbler, Ruffed Grouse and Wood Turtle 

 
 Communities –Pine Barrens, Dry Cliff, Black Spruce Swamp, Southern Sedge Meadow, 

Central Poor Fen and White Pine-Red Maple Swamp 

 
300.2.7    Rare and Endangered Resources 

A review of the Natural Heritage Inventory (NHI) indicates the presence of a number of rare 

species, natural communities and unique natural features in the Clark County Forest. All 

land-disturbing projects will include an evaluation phase, to determine whether an NHI 

screening is required.   

 

The Natural Heritage Inventory Database is the most comprehensive source of rare species 

data for Wisconsin. These data are used for a variety of purposes, including research, land 

management, state land master planning, community planning, conservation planning and 

review of public and private activities across the state. The NHI Portal is currently available 

to DNR staff and County Forest staff who hold a data-sharing license.  

 

The Wisconsin Historical Preservation Database is the most comprehensive source of 

cultural resources for Wisconsin. These data are used for a variety of purposes, including 

research, land management, state land master planning, community planning, conservation 

planning and review of public and private activities across the state. The Wisconsin 
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Historical Preservation Database is currently available to DNR staff and County Forest 

staff. 

 

 300.2.8    Water 

 Clark County has 4,090 acres, involving 7 named lakes, 10 flowages and 593 miles of 

streams. Of this total, 20 miles are classified as trout streams.    

 
 Within the County Forest boundaries, there are a variety of fishery resources. 

Approximately 7 named lakes have all or portions of their shoreline under county 

ownership. In addition, the county owns frontage on 3 named trout streams totaling over 7 

miles. A complete inventory of the surface water resources in Clark County can be found in 

Section 1000 of Chapter 1000. 

 
 Clark County has no streams that are classified as Outstanding and/or Exceptional Resource 

Waters. 

 

300.3   CULTURAL FACTORS 

 
300.3.1 Economy  

The importance of the County Forests to Wisconsin’s economic health continues to rise. 

County Forests sustain over 60,000 full-time jobs derived from logging, trucking, paper 

production, manufactured building materials and lumber. Many other jobs are created in 

such businesses as the expanding printing industry and are located far from the forested 

northland. County Forests contribute to the 24-billion-dollar forest industry in Wisconsin. 

 

In addition, the lands managed by these 30 counties provide an important recreation 

resource to complement our state’s valuable tourism industry. By providing 2.4 million 

acres of public recreation land, we bring tourists to our state, and tourists support our local 

businesses. As population increases and public access to privately owned forestland 

decreases, the need for accessible lands unquestionably will assume an ever more important 

role. More information on the economic impact of the County Forest program can be found 

at https://www.wisconsincountyforests.com/. 

 

https://www.wisconsincountyforests.com/
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Production of forest products and spin-off industries derived from the recreational 

opportunities on the Forest and the forest products it produces are vitally important to Clark 

County’s economic well-being. According the DNR, forest industry is the #7-ranked 

employer in Clark County, and tourism is ranked #10. The forest industry information can 

be found at the following link:  https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/forestbusinesses/factsheets.html.  

   
300.3.2  Education and Research  

Education and research continue to be critical components in making decisions that affect 

our natural resources. As public needs and demands of our forest and its products increase, 

we must be prepared to assure that sound decisions result. To this end, Clark County 

encourages and supports research efforts that relate to the forest and educational 

opportunities that will promote a better understanding of forest communities and 

management. 

 
 300.4   OTHER PUBLIC LANDS OWNERSHIP 

The Clark County Forest shares common boundaries with Jackson County and Eau Claire 

County Forests. In many locations, roads and trails are connected without interruption 

between the public lands, providing for a more enjoyable experience for user groups. The 

Clark County Forest will continue to form and build on these relationships with other 

adjacent public lands in the best interest of the public. 

 
A few specific examples of cooperation include: a maintenance agreement with Jackson 

County for Wildcat Forest Road in Section 36 of Mentor Township, snowmobile grooming 

agreements with Eau Claire County on Horse Creek Forest Road, sharing of property 

boundary surveys between counties as they are completed, dual-county ATV trail maps for 

Clark and Jackson County, access to the Sherwood Dam embankment through Jackson 

County property, and notification of, and in some cases, access to, timber sales that are set 

adjacent to shared property boundaries. 

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/forestbusinesses/factsheets.html
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CHAPTER 400 OBJECTIVE 

    The purpose of Chapter 400 is to identify policy and procedures relating to: 
 

1. The acquisition of land to be enrolled in County Forest pursuant to s. 28.11(4)(b), 

Wis. Stats. or other lands possessing special or unique values areas that are not 

suited  primarily for timber production to be entered under s. 28.11(4)(c), Wis. 

Stats. special use classification. 

2. The acquisition of lands throughout the County for the purpose of future trading for 

priority parcels to be enrolled in County Forest pursuant to s. 28.11(4)(b), Wis. 

Stats. 

3. The acquisition of land interests such as conservation easements, first right of 

refusal or other land rights of the benefit to county forests. 

4. Location, identification and protection of county forest ownership boundaries. 

 

400 COUNTY FOREST OWNERSHIP  

The majority of the County Forest lands throughout the State were previously in private 

ownership and came under public ownership in a substantially degraded condition by way 

of real estate tax delinquency and subsequent tax deed to Counties. Continued attempts to 

sell much of the degraded tax deeded lands were unsuccessful. In response to the lack of 

demand from private owners, counties worked in cooperation with State and Federal 

Agencies to restore these lands into productive forests and recreational assets (“The 

County Forests of Wisconsin”, WI Conservation Dept., 1938). 

  
Over time, counties have realized benefits from continuing to retain select tax-deeded 

land, acquiring select land from willing sellers by purchase, trade or gift, and the 

continual protection of county forest ownership boundaries. 

 
405 LAND OWNERSHIP GOALS 

It is the goal of Clark County to acquire land from willing landowners for fair prices to 

further the mission of the Clark County Forest. See section 420 for criteria on how to 

achieve these goals.   
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410 COUNTY FOREST BLOCKING 

Since the beginning of the County Forest Program in the State of Wisconsin, counties 

established boundaries for the purpose of distinguishing between lands that were best 

suited for forestry and lands that were best suited for agricultural production. This 

boundary became referred to as a “Blocking Boundary” and provided public information, 

assisted long-term planning and guided management decisions.   

 
In the early stages of the development of County Forests, counties commonly traded tax 

deed parcels that were located outside of the Blocking Boundary for the remaining 

privately-owned parcels within the Blocking Boundary. A primary purpose for these 

trades was to promote agricultural economic development by assisting farmers with 

obtaining the most productive agricultural lands available in a given County. 

 
Blocking Boundaries are dynamic and should be evaluated on a routine basis to evaluate 

adequacy relative to the current priorities. The Forestry and Parks Administrator will 

notify the Committee as parcels become available within the Blocking Boundary.  

 
County Forest Blocking Boundaries are established by Committee and by subsequent 

approval of the Clark County Board. A map of the official boundaries is found Section 1000 

of Chapter 1000.    

 
415      PRIVATE INHOLDINGS  

Clark County recognizes that extensive private landholdings lie within the forest 

boundaries. The County will respect the rights of the private landowners who are its 

neighbors. The County will take a passive land acquisition approach and may contact 

private landowners with proposals for land purchases or trades but will not coerce 

landowners to sell or trade.  It is not the intent of Clark County Forest to pursue properties 

through condemnation.  

 

Clark County will consider and evaluate possible properties for acquisition on a case-by-

case basis as they become available.   
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420 ACQUISITION OF LAND WITHIN THE COUNTY FOREST BLOCKING 

BOUNDARY 

The land within the blocking boundary includes private land as well as land owned by 

Clark County and other government entities. It is not the deliberate intent of Clark County 

to acquire all lands within the blocking boundary.     

 
Determination of a parcel’s value to the County and the State of Wisconsin shall be made 

by the Committee in consultation with the Forestry and Parks Administrator. Certain lands 

are considered higher priority for acquisition when they are: 

 
1. Lands that improve management efficiencies, such as reducing the length of 

private/public boundaries or improve access to existing county forest. 

2. Lands that will increase the County’s inventory of productive timberland and 

provide a consistent source of raw material to the forest products industry. 

3. Lands that conserve surface and groundwater, maintain undeveloped shoreline and 

increase public access to water features. 

4. Lands that are threatened by private development or fragmentation that may result 

in a long-term negative impact on adjacent public lands. 

5. Lands adjacent to county forest that have very difficult access due to terrain or 

natural feature barriers or are landlocked.  

6. Lands that will provide for priority trail connections and expansions or reduce or 

eliminate existing user conflicts.  

7. Lands that contain threatened or endangered plants, animals or communities; or 

other natural features considered to be of high conservation value. 

 

425 ACQUISITION OF LAND OUTSIDE THE COUNTY FOREST BLOCKING 

BOUNDARY 

Counties may consider acquisition of lands outside the blocking boundary in instances 

where: 

1. Land becomes available to the County which possesses values consistent with the 

priority criteria listed above and is eligible to be enrolled as County Forest Special 

Use under s. 28.11(4)(c) Wis. Stats. 
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2. Land becomes available to the County that, if acquired by the County, will 

facilitate a fair trade or other transaction resulting in county ownership of land 

within the county forest blocking boundary. 

3. Land becomes available to the County that, if acquired, will be eligible to be 

enrolled in the County Forest pursuant to s. 28.11(4)(b), Wis. Stats., or other lands 

possessing special or unique values areas that are not suited primarily for timber 

production to be entered under s. 28.11(4)(c), Wis. Stats. special use classification if 

blocking boundaries are altered.  

 
430 ACQUISITION OF LAND RIGHTS 

In addition to acquiring fee simple land ownership, counties may find it advantageous to 

acquire other interests in private or public lands within the blocking boundary, such as: 

1. Conservation easements: 

A. Managing runoff that affects county land. 

B. Achieving greater silvicultural consistency, pest management, invasive 

species control, research or other on adjacent private lands. 

C. Maintenance of important habitat for the benefit of endangered or threatened 

species.  

D. Maintenance of aesthetics or unique natural features. 

2. First right of refusal. 

3. Flowage easements. 

4. Ingress and egress easements for county management purposes. 

5. Recreational easements. 

 

435 METHODS AND AUTHORIZATION FOR ACQUISITION LAND TITLE OR 

RIGHTS 

 Acquisition may be by outright purchase or trade based on competent appraisal of the value 

or values involved, or it may be by gift, bequest or action to foreclose tax liens. The County 

Forest Administrator will be the agent of the Committee in making first contact with 

potential sellers and in carrying on acquisition activities. 

 
In the event that the Forestry and Parks Administrator determines that a land or land rights 

acquisition is in the best interest of the County, in consideration of the factors described 
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above, the Forestry and Parks Administrator shall present a recommendation to the 

Committee. Upon approval of the Committee, an authorizing resolution shall be forwarded 

for consideration by the County Board. 

County Board authorization is required for execution of any legal instruments that bind the 

County to acquiring title or other land rights.  In the event that any legal documents are 

signed by an agent(s) of the County, prior to County Board authorization, said legal 

documents must include an explicit contingency requiring County Board approval. 

 
440  FINANCING 

The Forestry and Parks Administrator shall propose financing options as part of any 

recommendation to acquire lands and forward to the Committee.  Typical funding sources 

include: 

1. Unrestricted/Assigned Land Acquisition Fund balance from previous county forest 

land sales.  

2. Funds appropriated through the County’s capital budgeting procedure. 

3. Grants and Loans, including: 

                          A.     Grants 

                                   i.     Warren Knowles-Gaylord Nelson Stewardship Program (s. 23.0953,    

Wis. Stats.). 

                                  ii.     County Forest Stewardship Subprogram (s. 23.0953, Wis. Stats.). 

                       iii. Acquisition and Development of Local Parks Subprogram                            

                                     (s. 23.09(20), Wis. Stats.). 

             iv.     Lake Protection (s. 281.68 Wis. Stats.). 

            v.     River Protection (s. 281.70 Wis. Stats.). 

           vi.     County Forest Wildlife Habitat (s. 20.370(5)(as)), Wis. Stats.  

           vii.    County Forest Fish and Game Projects (s. 23.09(12), Wis. Stats.). 

           viii.     ATV/UTV Trail Aids (s. 23.33(9), Wis. Stats.). 

            ix.     Snowmobile Trail Aids (s. 23.09(26), Wis. Stats.). 

             x.     Federal Funding (s.20.370(5)(cy), Wis. Stats). 

                   B.      Loans 

i. County Forest Project Loans (s. 28.11(8)(b)(2)), Wis. Stats). 

ii. Variable Acreage Share Loans (s. 28.11(8)(b)(1)), Wis. Stats). 

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/23/0953
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/23/0953
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/23/0953
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/23/09/20
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/281/V/68
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/281/V/70
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/20/IV/370/5/as
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/23/09/12
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/23/33/9
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/23/09/26
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/20/IV/370/5/cy
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/28/11/8/b/2
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/28/11/8/b/1
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iii. Board of Commissioners of Public Lands State Trust Fund Loan 

Program (s. 24.61(3)(a)(2)., Wis. Stats.). 

 
445 ENTRY OF LANDS 

Lands to be entered under the regular classification of the County Forest Law must be 

suitable for forestry purposes and be within the County Forest blocking boundary. Lands 

designated for classification as County Forest--Special Use need not be contained within the 

county forest blocking boundary nor suitable primarily for timber, but they must be suitable 

for scenic, outdoor recreation, public hunting and fishing, water conservation or other 

multiple-use purposes. 

 
445.1 TIME OF ENTRY 

Application for entry of newly acquired lands under the County Forest Law will be made as 

soon as possible. Applications for entry will be prepared with the assistance of the DNR 

Forestry Leader. The Forestry and Parks Administrator will secure the signatures of the 

proper county officials and transmit the application to the DNR’s County Forest Specialist.  

 
450 WITHDRAWAL OF LANDS FROM COUNTY FOREST LAW  

Lands within the County Forest blocking boundary will not normally be considered for 

withdrawal from the County Forest Law. Applications for the purchase of these lands by the 

private sector will be discouraged by the committee, unless a greater public benefit can be 

demonstrated. If, in the opinion of the committee and County Board, the land will be put to 

better and higher use and will benefit the people of the County and State to a greater extent 

by being withdrawn from the County Forest Law program, the County should follow the 

withdrawal procedure as outlined by the Public Lands Handbook. The legal means by which 

counties may apply for withdrawal of lands from County Forest status is provided by s. 

28.11, Wis. Stats. Initially, the Forestry and Parks Administrator notifies the DNR Forestry 

Liaison Forester of the County Forestry Committee meeting, at which the proposed 

withdrawal will be considered. At that meeting, DNR personnel and the County will discuss 

the proposed withdrawal and, if approved by the County Forestry Committee, the 

withdrawal will be recommended by the Committee by resolution to the County Board. If 

approved by the Board by the necessary 2/3 majority, the application is prepared by the 

County and submitted to the appropriate DNR designee. The DNR may ask for additional 

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/24/II/61/3/a/2
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/ForestManagement/documents/24605.pdf
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information from the County. Pending the results of any investigatory hearings deemed 

advisable, the DNR will act on the withdrawal application. If the application is denied, the 

County may appeal as provided in s. 28.11(11)(a)4., Wis. Stats. 

 
450.1 WITHDRAWAL PROCEDURE 

  The purpose of this section is to provide general information in formulating and 

 processing applications for withdrawal of County Forest lands under s.28.11(11) Wis. Stats. 

and Ch. NR 48, Wis. Adm. Code. The legal means by which counties may apply for 

withdrawal of lands from county forests is provided by s.28.11(11)(a) Wis. Stats. This 

section states in part: “The County Board shall first refer the resolution to the County 

Forestry Committee, which shall consult with an authorized representative of the 

department in formulating its withdrawal proposal.”  Section. 28.11(11)(a) Wis.Stats. also 

states: “The County Board shall not take final action thereon until 90 days after such referral 

or until the report thereon of the forest committee has filed with the board.”   

 
Consequently, if the County Board takes final action on a withdrawal application without 

referring it to the County Forestry Committee, the application is not valid. On the other 

hand, if the County Forestry Committee does not report to the County Board within 90 days 

after receipt of the referral, the Board may act upon the application without a Committee 

recommendation. 

 
455 LAND SURVEYING 

 The importance of survey corner monumentation is recognized in the interest of avoiding 

the problems of trespass both by and against the County, facilitating the settlement of those 

cases which would occur and aiding in the proper transfer of property. As required by 

County Board Resolution 12-4-07, all land sold by the County shall be surveyed. The cost 

of the survey shall be added to the sale price. 

 
455.1 LEGAL SURVEYING 

 Of prime importance are the forest boundaries and property lines in common with other 

owners. All such surveying shall be under the supervision of a registered surveyor. When 

the office of the county surveyor is not staffed, the committee will comply with the 

provisions of Chapter 59, Wisconsin Statutes by hiring registered surveyors to perform the 
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necessary running of property lines. Section corners, one-quarter corners and forty corners 

(1/16 corners) will be reestablished where needed and Certified Land Corner Restoration 

forms filled out in duplicate as time permits, under the direction of registered land surveyor.  

 
455.2 LOCATION OF LINES BY OTHER THAN LEGAL SURVEY  

Forestry personnel who are not registered surveyors may, with all possible prudence, 

establish lines for forest management purposes including those necessary for ordinary 

management activities such as timber sales and road/trail locations using available 

equipment including, but not limited to, air photos, quadrangles, county surveyor's records, 

known corners and GPS. In the absence of known corners, lines abutting other ownership 

may be established by mutual agreement to avert trespass claims. At a minimum, notify the 

adjoining landowner(s) of the management boundary in writing. This documentation should 

be retained in the timber sale file and added to the property line GIS layer. 

 
455.3 PRESERVATION OF LANDMARKS, MONUMENTS AND CORNER POSTS 

 Section 59.74, Wis. Stats. provides: 

1. Penalties for destruction of landmarks, monuments and corner posts established by 

government survey, the county surveyor or a surveyor or public record. 

2. A procedure for notification of intent to destroy such surveying evidence and 

referencing prior to destruction. 

3. The assignment of enforcement responsibility to the Department of Natural 

Resources, District Attorneys and professional land surveyors. 

 

 All personnel with land management responsibilities are directed to: 

1.   Make a reasonable search for the above-mentioned surveying evidence prior to 

implementing any soil moving or cover-type manipulation projects, including 

timber sales, that could result in coverage, destruction or removal of such evidence. 

2.   In the event such evidence is found: 

A. If practical, redesign the project so that the evidence will not be disturbed; or, 

B. If destruction is unavoidable, (s 59.74(2)(b), Wis. Stats.) notify the county 

surveyor at least 30 days prior to destruction giving the legal description of the 

monument and the reason for destruction or other obliteration. The notice shall 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/59/VII/74/2/b/1
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include a description of the landmark, monument of survey or corner post and the 

reason for removing or covering it.   

3.  If reasonable search fails to uncover survey evidence in the suspected vicinity, 

conduct an additional search if he/she sees fit. 

4. In order to further reduce the possibility of inadvertent destruction of invaluable 

survey evidence: 

A. Each forester with county forest responsibilities should discuss with county 

administrators the need for including adequate protective clauses in easements, 

rights-of-way, timber sale contracts and other agreements that might result in 

destruction of monuments. 

B. Personnel advising landowners regarding forestry or other land management 

practices should alert such owners to possible monument destruction that may    

be caused by them. 

C.   Any instances of potential or accomplished obliteration of survey 

monumentation discovered in the course of field operations should be brought to 

the county surveyor’s attention. 

 

460  TERMS OF LAND SALE OR TRADE 

All sale or trading of county lands within the forest boundaries shall be approved by the 

County Board and be subject to terms established between the Committee and the party 

which will receive land from the County. Each land transaction will be considered on a 

case-by-case basis and must demonstrate a clear public gain.  

 
460.1 ASSOCIATED COST 

All costs such as appraisals, legal surveys, abstracts, title insurance, transfer fees, recording 

fees, notices, etc. shall negotiated between the County and the party that will receive the 

land. Withdrawal applications shall clearly state the person or entity responsible for such 

costs. 

  
460.2 MINERAL RIGHTS 

The County will not accept lands in trade unless accompanied by all rights of ownership, 

including mineral rights. Exceptions may be allowed only in unusual circumstances and 
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upon explicit approval of the County Board following a recommendation by the Forestry 

and Parks Committee. 

 
460.3 DEED RESTRICTIONS 

Any deed restrictions shall be approved by the County Board and the Committee. 

Restrictions may include specific uses, reservations, reversion clause, right of first refusal 

and other conditions attached to the lands being released from public ownership.    

 
460.4 LAND ACQUISITION ACCOUNT 

All revenue from the sale of lands under control of the Forestry and Parks Committee is 

receipted to the non-lapsing Unrestricted/Assigned Land Acquisition Account. In addition, a 

minimum of 50% of revenue derived from utility easements that result in the loss of timber 

production on lands under control of the Forestry and Parks Committee shall be receipted to 

this account. The maximum fund amount is $250,000.00. Funds in this account will be used 

for the sole purpose of acquiring lands suitable for entry as county forest under the 

provisions of ss. 28.11 Wis. Stats. This account will be periodically reviewed and the 

maximum fund amount or other provisions cooperatively revised as needed by the Forestry 

and Parks Committee in consultation with the Finance Committee.  

 
465 PROPERTY RIGHTS CONVEYANCES 

The instrument used for property right conveyance shall be the one which relinquishes the 

least amount of County control over public land. All property right conveyances will be 

made on a case by case basis.  Examples are listed below:  

A. Easements:  An easement is a right that entitles the easement owner to use of the 

land of another for a special purpose not inconsistent with the general property 

rights of the owner. Typically, easements run with the land and do not expire. 

They may be appropriate for public utilities, such as gas, electric and 

communication uses and public road rights-of-way.     

 
   Easements shall not be used for access to private lands unless there is 

exceptional advantage to the County Forest and the easement further promotes 

the purposes of the County Forest program. The committee and the County 

Board may consider easement requests on a case-by-case basis. The Forestry and 
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Parks Administrator will consult with the DNR’s County Forest & Public Lands 

Specialist on these cases.      

  B.  Lease:  A lease is a written document which grants use of real property and/or 

improvements to another party for a specified period of time in exchange for 

money or other considerations. Specific County Forest Law provisions regarding 

leases can be found in ss. 28.11(3)(i) and (j), Wis. Stats. Leases on County 

Forest lands shall be negotiated for the shortest possible period of time, and in 

no case shall they exceed twenty years.   

 
  C. Permit: A permit is a written document conferring a right, power, or privilege to 

do a particular act or series of acts on the land of another without possessing any 

interest therein. A permit can be revoked and cannot be assigned to other parties. 

A permit, unlike an easement, does not imply an interest in the land and is not 

transferred with the land. Permits issued on County Forest lands shall be issued 

for the shortest possible period of time and in shall not exceed fifteen years.   

 
   Permits shall be the preferred property rights conveyance for private driveways 

and most other activities dealing with the private individuals using County 

Forest lands. Driveway permits expire when the land changes ownership. A 

prospective new property owner may receive a driveway permit in advance of 

completing a property purchase. Advance permits will not become effective 

until the new property purchase is recorded by the Register of Deeds office. The 

County will retain the right to revoke a driveway permit with cause. “Cause” can 

include, but is not limited to, violation of permit terms, misuse of County land, 

damage to County property and noncompliance with County ordinances. A draft 

access permit is located in Section 1010 of Chapter 1000. 

 
E.  Agreement: An agreement is a written document executed by two or more 

persons or entities expressing a mutual and common purpose. An agreement 

details the responsibilities, obligations, conditions, liabilities, etc. of all parties 

concerned and would be an appropriate instrument for dealing with activities 

such as public school forests, flowages, gravel crushing operations and 

concessions. Agreements shall be effective for the shortest possible time.  
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465.1 TERMS OF PROPERTY RIGHTS CONVEYANCES 

 Any agreement, license, permit, lease or easement must contain at least the following 

information, requirements and terms. More restrictions may be added as needed to protect 

the interests of the public. Consult legal counsel for drafting of conveyances. 

  A.   Location by legal description 

  B.   Permitted uses under the conveyance 

  C.  Fee for the use of the land 

  D.  Expiration date 

  E.   Right of the County to cancel or suspend the conveyed rights with cause 

  F.   Requirement for restitution to original condition upon expiration or cancellation 

   of the conveyance  

 
465.2 PROCEDURES FOR PROPERTY RIGHTS CONVEYANCES 

 Proposals to use County Forest lands for private purposes without purchasing the land may 

be approved depending on the nature of the proposal and its consistency with the purpose of 

the forest.  The following steps are required to consider property rights conveyance to a 

second party: 

1.  All proposals must be filed with the Forestry and Parks Administrator and 

include supporting documentation.   

2.   Proposals will be considered by the Forestry and Parks Committee and 

addressed through a permit or agreement as defined in Section 465, if possible.  

3.   If a proposal cannot be addressed through a permit or agreement as defined in 

Section 465, the Committee shall consult with the DNR Liaison on the matter.   

4.  The Committee may then approve, deny or modify the proposal. Land sales, 

leases and easements shall be reviewed/acted upon by the County Board. 

5.   The Committee may charge an appropriate fee.      

 
470 TAX DEED LAND 

Occasionally tax-delinquent lands revert to the County. The lands may lie within the County 

Forest boundaries and may be added to the County Forest lands. The following procedure 

shall be observed: 
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1.  The Public Property Committee advises the Forestry and Parks Administrator, 

who examines the property and determines if there is a benefit to the County to 

retain the land.  

2.   The Forestry and Parks Administrator advises the Forestry and Parks Committee 

of the tax-deeded property, which considers the benefits to retain the property 

and whether or not to propose adding the land to the County Forest. The 

Forestry and Parks Administrator advises the Public Property Committee of this 

decision. 

3.  If a proposal to add the lands to the County Forest is approved by the County 

Board, the Forestry and Parks Committee shall apply to the Wisconsin 

Department of Natural Resources to enter the land under the County Forest Law.  
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500 LAND USE 

 
500.1    OBJECTIVES  

1. To identify policies and procedures employed to effectively manage, utilize and 

sustain the resources of the County Forest.

2. To identify regulated management activities, land uses and special resource areas. 

3. To lay out proper permits needed for certain activities on County Forest land.  

 
505      TIMBER SALES 

Regulated cutting of timber is essential to the goals and objectives of this plan. Timber 

harvesting will be conducted to achieve a sustainable harvest level. Harvest areas will be 

distributed in the forest to accommodate such needs as biodiversity, wildlife, aesthetics, 

watershed protection and other biological needs. WisFIRS will be used for planning all 

timber harvest activities on the County Forest. All sales will be established, administered 

and reported in accordance with the DNR Timber Sale Handbook (2461). All sales on the 

forest are to be advertised for public bidding, with the exception of small sales with an 

estimated value of $3000 or less or sales that would qualify under a salvage provision (s. 

28.11(6)(c), Wis. Stats.). These sales may be sold directly without advertising. 

 
505.1   FIELD PREPARATION OF TIMBER SALES 

The County and the DNR will cooperate to locate, designate and prepare harvest areas for 

sale. The Forest administrator and DNR liaison forester shall jointly be responsible to see 

that the field work on sales is accomplished. The Administrator and the Liaison will also 

jointly be responsible for ensuring that all proper documentation for each timber sale is 

properly filled out and routed for signatures. 

 
505.2    ADVERTISING FOR BIDS 

              After field work is completed and necessary reports receive DNR approval, the 

administrator shall prepare a sale prospectus and make it available to interested loggers.  

Under s.28.11(6)(b) Wis. Stats, timber sale advertisements, at a minimum, will be by 

classified ad in a newspaper having general circulation in the county. Ads shall be run 

once each week for two consecutive weeks, the last being at least one week prior to the 
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bid opening. A longer advance time will be given when feasible. Sealed bid sales will 

generally be offered in May, June, November and December, or as needed. 

 
505.3   PROSPECTUS 

 The following minimum information will be made available to prospective bidders: 

1. Species to be harvested and estimated volume 

2. Maps of sale areas 

3. Special contract provisions 

4. Procedures for bidding 

5. Bid forms 

6. Timber sales bond and advance stumpage schedule  

 
505.4   METHOD OF BIDDING 

 Bids will be reviewed, and/or approved, by the Committee. A sealed envelope showing 

tract number or advertised number and marked "sealed bid" shall be submitted on County 

Forest bid forms by the bidder for each tract bid on, and shall contain: 

1. The bid price per unit of species product. The total value of the timber sale bid 

shall be indicated on both scaled and lump sum bids. The total bid value must 

meet or exceed the minimum acceptable bid value, as documented in the 2460. 

2. A minimum of 10% of the bid value of each tract must accompany the bid as a bid 

bond in the form of cash, money order or certified/personal check payable to 

Clark County. 

 
505.5   AWARDING SALES 

1. The high bidder is normally awarded the sale contract; however, the committee 

reserves the right to reject any or all bids and accept the bid offer most 

advantageous to the county. Grounds for rejecting bids may include, without limit:  

A.  Non-compliance with County Forest contract requirements. 

B.  Delinquent financial obligations. 

C.  Unsatisfactory past performances. 

D. Inability to demonstrate financial or professional capability. Evaluation 

criteria on timber sales will be price and documented ability to 
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satisfactorily complete the contract. Factors to be assessed may include 

proposed equipment and operation, references, proof of financial stability, 

past performance and documented training completed. The award of 

contract to the successful bidder shall be based upon the bid determined 

most advantageous to the County.   

2.  Tie bids may be settled by toss of a coin if both parties are agreeable; otherwise, 

the bids on that tract will be rejected and the sale re-advertised. 

3.  Sales remaining unsold after being advertised for one bid opening may be sold 

directly at either advertised or appraised value (see DNR Timber Sale Handbook). 

Clark County policy is to sell direct sales at 10% above the minimum appraised 

value unless otherwise agreed upon by the Forestry and Parks Department.  

 
505.6   SALE CONTRACTS 

1.  Contracts will be prepared with copies provided to the logger and the original filed 

in the administrator's office.    

2.  Contracts are to be signed by the successful bidder within 30 days of the sale or 

before cutting begins, whichever occurs first, with payment being made according 

to the County Timber Sale Bond and Advance Stumpage Payment Schedule. 

Failure to sign the contract within 30 days may result in forfeiture of the bid bond. 

 
505.7   TIMBER SALE PERFORMANCE BOND 

1.  Surety bonds that adhere to the County’s Corporate Surety Policy, an irrevocable 

letter of credit or an assignment of savings account issued by a bank, which is a 

member of the Federal Reserve System or insured by the Federal Deposit 

Insurance Corporation, may be used in lieu of cash as a performance bond on 

sales. The letter of credit or surety bond must be in effect for a period of time 

equal to the term of the contract. It will be recommended and encouraged that 

letters of credit and surety bonds be made in effect for six months or longer 

beyond the term of the contract to allow time for possible extension(s) and for 

closeout of the contract after cutting is completed. The assignment of savings 

account agreement will remain in effect until released by the County. A copy of 

Clark County’s Corporate Surety Policy is in Section 1010 of Chapter 1000. 
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2.   The bid bond may be transferred to the performance bond. 

  
505.8 CONTRACT PROVISIONS  

 All timber sale contracts will be on the form approved by the committee, and all 

provisions therein shall apply. A copy of the timber sale prospectus page and sale map 

will be attached to and made part of the contract. A copy of Clark County’s timber sale 

contract can be found in Section 1010 of Chapter 1000. The following items are essential 

contract provisions that should be covered in each contract. 

  
 505.8.1   Contract Number and Contract Name 

 Every contract shall have a unique numerical number. 

 
 505.8.2   Contract Parties 

 Contracts must have Name, Address and other contact information of the 

 Purchaser. 

 
 505.8.3 Duration and Extension of Contracts  

A. All contracts begin on the date of signature of the Administrator. 

Contract MUST have a specific end date.   

B. Initial timber sale contract duration will be approximately 2 years. All 

contracts will expire on either May 1st or November 1st, depending on 

when the contract is written. Exceptions may be made where necessary, 

due to silvicultural, aesthetic or other needs. 

C. Contract extensions may be granted by the seller with the following 

limitations and conditions: 

 1st extension – 12 months with 5% increase in stumpage rates. 

 2nd extension – 12 months with a 10% increase in stumpage 

rates over and above the first extension.   

D.   The maximum time duration of a timber sale contract, including 

extensions, shall be 4 years. Extension beyond this period of time shall 

be considered by the committee only in the event of special justification. 

Special stumpage rate adjustments may be made. 

E. If purchasers do not wish to have contracts renewed or extended, 
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appropriate contract default penalties may be assessed. A copy of Clark 

County’s Timber Sale Contract Default Policy can be found in Section 

1010 of Chapter 1000. 

F. The contractor may request a contract release due to severe physical or 

financial disability. The Committee shall determine whether or not a 

release shall be granted and may withhold all or a portion of the bond 

deposit for damages. 

 
 505.8.4   Termination of Contract by Seller   

Contracts will have a termination clause. This is a protection to the county for 

breach of contract by the purchaser. 

 
 505.8.5   Performance Bond, Damages, Future Contracts   

A. Before cutting or removing any timber under a contract, Purchaser will 

deposit with the Clark County Treasurer a cash performance bond or 

have a letter of credit or certificate of deposit, assigned to Clark County 

Forestry and Parks Department. Bond amounts shall normally be equal 

to 25% of total estimated value up to $15,000.00, except no bond will be 

less than $3,000.00. The Administrator has the option to waive the 

performance bond requirement or exceed the maximum bond amount. 

B.  Upon failure of Purchaser to comply with one or more conditions of the 

contract, the performance bond may be forfeited to Seller upon written 

notice by the Seller. Seller may seek actual damages as determined by 

the Seller and allowable under the law. Purchaser may be required to 

forfeit other performance bonds of Purchaser held by the Seller if 

damages exceed the amount of the performance bond for this contract. 

C.  Field enforcement of timber sale contracts will be the responsibility of 

the administrator employing the following procedure: 

• The administrator, or designee, will attempt to resolve inadvertent 

or minor violations by verbal contact with the contractor. 

• The administrator, or designee, may issue monetary penalties for 

minor contract violations on a case-by-case basis. Failure to pay 
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these penalties will result in contract noncompliance and subject to 

loss of all or a portion of the contractor’s performance bond. 

• The administrator, or designee, may immediately suspend logging 

operations when a serious contract violation or emergency situation 

arises. 

• The suspension will be followed by written notice to the 

contractor, stating the nature of the violation and informing them 

of Committee action taken or pending. 

• The Committee may consider, but is not limited to the following 

remedies: charge double stumpage, charge for actual damages, 

suspend contract, retain all deposits, foreclose on cut forest 

products on sale, refer to District Attorney for prosecution and/or 

seek civil damages in addition to the performance bond. 

• Suspension of operation will remain in effect until receipt of 

written notice from the county. 

• Failure of the contractor to comply with Committee decision may 

result in the contractor becoming a non-qualifying and ineligible 

bidder in the future. At the Committee's discretion, all county 

timber sale contracts may be terminated, and the contractor may be 

permanently banned from future purchase of county timber sales; 

such ban may include prohibition pertaining to work on any Clark 

County timber sale. All deposits may be retained and forest 

products on sale areas may be seized and sold by the county.   

 
 505.8.6   Title to Timber 

  Title to all forest products shall remain with the Seller until the products are 

paid for by the Purchaser. Purchaser shall be responsible for payment of all 

damage or loss of forest products resulting from fire, flood, theft or other reason 

caused by Purchaser’s own fault during the course of their operation. 

 
505.8.7   Payment Schedule  

All contracts shall have a payment schedule that will lay out the responsibilities 
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of the seller and the purchaser for payments under the contract. This schedule 

will vary based on sale type (lump sum v. scale sale). One or more of the 

following may be used on an individual sale: advanced payment ticket system, 

billed stumpage based on scaled forest products and/or lump sum sale. 

 
505.8.8   Utilization Standards 

Typical standards are the following: 

A. Whole Tree:  No minimum top diameter, includes all bark and limbs. 

B. Fuel Rods:  Minimum top diameter will be 2 inches diameter outside 

bark (DOB) for all species. 

C. Pulpwood:  Minimum top diameter of 4 inches DOB for all species. 

D. Bolts:  Minimum top diameter will be 8 inches diameter inside bark 

(DIB) for all species. 

E. Sawlogs:  Minimum top diameter will be 10 inches DIB for hardwoods 

and 9 inches DIB for pine. Exception for random length conifer less than 

9 inches DIB (See 505.8.12). 

F. Co-mingled:  When listed on the prospectus, refers to all pulp, bolt and 

sawlog volume being combined and sold for one bid price.  

G. Merchantable:  A tree is considered merchantable for harvest and 

expected to be utilized unless otherwise specified in the contract if it 

contains at least one 100” stick with a minimum top diameter of 4 inches 

DOB for all species.  

 
505.8.9   Best Management Practices (BMPs): Water Quality, Invasive Species and 

Biomass Harvesting 

A. BMP’s for Water Quality. The Purchaser shall comply with all 

recommended BMPs for Water Quality guidelines as described in 

“Wisconsin's Forestry Best Management Practices for Water Quality” 

published by the Wisconsin DNR, publication Pub-FR-093 and any 

subsequent revisions published by the Wisconsin Department of Natural 

Resources. These guidelines include BMPs for designing and 

constructing roads and landings to protect water quality. 
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B. BMP’s for Woody Biomass Harvesting. The purchase shall comply with 

all General Guidelines as described in “Wisconsin’s Forestland Woody 

Biomass Harvesting Guidelines” published by the Wisconsin 

Department of Natural Resources, publication Pub- FR-435-09 and any 

subsequent revisions published by the Wisconsin Department of Natural 

Resources.  

C. BMP’s for Invasive Species. The purchaser shall comply with all 

recommended Forestry BMPs for Invasive Species as described in 

“Wisconsin’s Forestry Best Management Practices for Invasive Species” 

published by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, 

publication Pub-FR-444-09 and any subsequent revisions published by 

the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. 

 
505.8.10   Soil Disturbance and Rutting 

As a requirement of certification, all contracts must have a rutting policy in the 

contract. A copy of Clark County’s timber sale contract that includes soil 

disturbance and rutting expectations in paragraph 41 and can be found in 

Section 1010 of Chapter 1000. 

 
505.8.11   Liability and Worker’s Compensation Insurance 

All contracts should require proof of insurance. The proof of insurance shall be 

kept in the sale folder and must cover the entire operation period of the 

contract. Insurance requirements for Clark County timber sales can be found in 

paragraph 5 of the sample contract found in Section 1010 of Chapter 1000. 
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505.8.12   Scaling and Conversion Factors 

Scaling 

A. The Scribner Decimal C Log Rule will be used for scaling hardwood 

sawlogs. 

B. The Scribner Decimal C Log Rule or cord scaling (converted to MBF) 

may be used for scaling pine sawlogs. 

C. No scaling will be done on less than 25 cords of pulp or 5,000 Bd. Ft. of 

sawlogs, unless it is the completion of the contract. 

D. The County has the option of requiring locked box ticket system or on-

site cord scaling (converted to tons) or a combination thereof for any 

material sold on a per ton basis. 

E. All sawlogs shall be separated from bolts and pulpwood when piled. 

Sawlogs shall be piled no higher than 6 feet with small ends on one side. 

F. All cut products sold by weight that are not weight scaled within 30 days 

will be cord scaled by the County and converted to tons. 

G. All random length conifer material <9 inches DIB will be scaled and 

billed as sawlog material unless otherwise agreed upon with the Seller. 

Conversion Factors 

A. Cord scaled products will be converted to tons using the weights 

published in the WDNR Timber Sale Handbook except for mixed 

hardwood pulp and bolts. The Clark County Forest mixed hardwood 

weight conversion is 4,600 lbs/cd. 

B. Conversion of MBF (thousand board feet) to cords or cords to MBF will 

be 2.44 cords per MBF for softwoods and 2.20 cords per MBF for 

hardwoods. 

 

505.8.13   Forest Certification 

The forest products industry is increasingly requiring their suppliers to verify 

that the raw materials being supplied have originated from well-managed forest 

lands. Third-party certification of forestlands is becoming the norm for 

objectively evaluating the sustainable management of forestlands. Clark 

County has committed to conforming to the standards of the Forest 
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Stewardship Council® (FSC® C006090) FSC 100% as a third-party 

certification standard in the management of the Clark County Forest. This 

certification standard fits within the framework of the County Forest Law 

program (s. 28.11, Wis. Stats.). See Section 1010 of Chapter 1000 for 

resolution approving and committing to FSC® certification of the Clark 

County Forest. 

   
Clark County’s Commitment to Sustainable Forestry 

County forests make a vital contribution to the State and the world by 

providing economic, environmental and social benefits important to our quality 

of life. Clark County believes that accomplishing sustainable forestry requires a 

commitment and partnership from all the groups and individuals that benefit 

from these public lands. 

 
Within the scope of the Wisconsin County Forest Law and the Clark County 

Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan, Clark County will implement forestry 

practices that promote forest sustainability and multiple use of the forest. 

Management of the county forest will include the sustainable harvest of forest 

products and the protection of special sites, wildlife, plants, water quality and 

aesthetics.   

 
All forestland owners have a responsibility to provide sound forest 

stewardship. Clark County will work in cooperation with the Wisconsin 

Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and other natural resources 

groups/agencies in providing sustainable forestry information to those 

landowners and individuals impacting forest sustainability in Wisconsin. Clark 

County will support research efforts to improve the health, productivity and 

management of forestlands both internally and through cooperative efforts. In 

managing the county forest, a spectrum of forestry practices will be employed 

to achieve our sustainable forestry objective. Both intensive and more 

extensive forest management techniques will be used to provide for wildlife, 

forest products, recreation, water quality, aesthetics and ecosystem 
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maintenance. In keeping with this responsibility, Clark County is committed to 

the following: 

1. Sustainable Forestry Principles – To practice sustainable forestry to 

meet the present needs of society without sacrificing the ability of 

future generations to meet their anticipated needs. In doing so, Clark 

County will integrate the reforestation, managing, growing and 

harvesting of trees for forest products with conservation of air and 

water quality, soil, ecosystem diversity, wildlife, recreation and 

aesthetics.   

2. Responsible Practices – To employ practices that are economically, 

environmentally and socially responsible in the management of the 

Clark County Forest and to also encourage other forest owners to do the 

same. 

3) Forest Health & Productivity – To work cooperatively with the DNR 

and other agencies in protecting our forests from pests, diseases, 

wildfire and other damaging agents in order to improve long-term 

productivity and forest health. 

4) Unique Sites – To manage areas of special biological, geographical, 

cultural or historical significance in such a way as to preserve their 

unique qualities. 

5) Legal Compliance – To comply with applicable local, state and federal 

laws and regulations in the management of the Clark County Forest. 

6)  Monitoring and Continuous Improvement – To continually seek 

improvement in the management of the Clark County Forest and to 

monitor, assess and report performance towards the objective of 

sustainable forestry. 
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505.8.14   Other Contract Conditions 

The following conditions are described and can be referenced in the sample 

Clark County timber sale contract found in Section 1010 of Chapter 1000: 

A. Liability 

B. Independent Contractor Relationship 

C. Operational Specifications  

D. Cutting Requirements  

E. Consideration  

F. Uncut Trees and Wasted Timber  

G. Slash along roads  

H. Damage to Survey Monuments, Gates and Signs  

I. Site Cleanup 

J. Timber Trespass  

K. Forest Fire Protection  

L. Assignment 

M.  Applicable laws 

N. Other conditions 

 
505.8.15 Special Forest Products Contracts 

Stumpage of fuelwood, Christmas trees, boughs, posts and poles, and other 

special forest products for resale, will be handled as a regular timber sale.  

 
505.9   TIMBER SALE RESTRICTIONS 

1. To minimize resource damage, the types of logging equipment, methods and times 

of operation used on sale areas may be restricted by the county. 

2. Special restrictions may be required in accordance with county aesthetic policy, if 

applicable. 

3. Seasonal restrictions may be applied to protect roads, minimize recreation use 

conflicts, benefit wildlife management, avoid endangered resources concerns, 

minimize insect and disease problems or to assist in fire protection. 
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505.10   TIMBER SALE ROADS 

1.   The contractor will be responsible for securing legal access to sale areas across 

private property or other non-county ownership. 

2. The contractor will be responsible for securing permission to conduct logging 

activities within town, county or state road rights-of-way (e.g. decking, skidding). 

3. County forestry staff will approve the lay-out of all roads and make other 

necessary special provisions within the sale contract. 

4.  Skidding, decking and other logging activity is allowed on roads and ditches for 

those roads designated as ‘County Forest Roads’. These roads and ditches will be 

kept free from logging debris and a minimum 16’ road surface must be maintained 

between woodpiles. Other access trails and roads located on the County Forest are 

available for use and shall be maintained by the contractor and left in as good 

condition at the close of the sale. All road and trail damages above normal wear 

will be repaired at the expense of the contractor. Roads will be inspected by 

county personnel to ensure minimal resource damage. 

5.   A timber sale purchaser may request permission to, temporarily, control vehicle 

access to a timber sale access road in order to ensure public safety, to protect their 

investment in the road, to assure access is not obstructed for the operation or to 

prevent vandalism/timber theft. The administrator may grant permission to sign or 

obstruct the road, prohibiting unauthorized motor vehicle traffic.  

 
505.11   SUPERVISING SALES 

               Sale inspections will be performed periodically by county and/or DNR Forestry 

personnel, as requested, with corresponding notations in the sales record. 

 
505.12   FOREST PRODUCTS ACCOUNTABILITY 

    505.12.1   Scaling Merchantability 

A.  Sawlogs will be scaled by the Scribner Decimal C log rule. A log is 

defined in 505.8.8 (E) and has a minimum net scale of 50% of the 

gross scale of the log. 

B.  Cordwood volumes are based on unpeeled stick scale measure. Unless 

otherwise specified, a cord is 4’ x 4’ x 100”. When peeled cordwood 
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is measured, 12.5% will be added to hand peeled and roller or stroke 

head processor peeled volumes. Ring debarker and other machine-

peeled volume adjustment will be handled on a case-by-case basis. 

C. The DNR Timber Sale Handbook will be used as a guide in 

determining the conversion rates for posts, poles, chips, weight-scaled 

wood or other types of forest products not otherwise specifically 

addressed in this chapter or the Clark County timber sale contract.

  
 505.12.2   Utilization Specifications 

Utilization specifications will be described on individual contracts to provide 

maximum utilization of all merchantable timber and will be based on the 

utilization standards noted in 505.8.8 

 
Utilization allowance for whole tree chippers and fuelrod harvesters: the 

utilization allowance is an adjustment in pulpwood and boltwood stumpage 

rates to compensate the logger for higher utilization rates. The utilization 

allowance can be found in paragraph 42 of the sample Clark County timber sale 

contract found in Section 1010 of Chapter 1000. 

 
 505.12.3   Methods of Accountability 

 Wood harvested from the sale area must be accounted for and payment made in 

 accordance with existing policy and procedure. One or more of the following 

 may be used on an individual sale:  

A. The ticket system utilizes serialized three-part tickets that must be paid 

for in advance. One ticket must accompany each load of wood to the 

mill. Mill scale will be accepted for volume determination. Advance 

payment is based on the approximate stumpage value of the wood to be 

hauled and average load size. Exceptions to the prepay ticket 

requirement may be made for long-standing/financially reliable 

contractors and for large corporations that employ equipment operators 

and foresters who do not have stumpage payment authority. 

 

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/TimberSales/documents/2461.pdf
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B. Wood may also be scaled on the landing and sold as stumpage. This 

method is generally used for sawlogs and bolts. Payment for stumpage is 

normally due within 30 days of invoicing. Unpaid balances after 30 days 

are subject to the contract’s interest policy. 

C. Lump sum system may be utilized on certain sales. Payment must be 

received in advance of removal of timber from the sale area. A payment 

schedule may be made in advance of removal of timber from the sale, in 

a form acceptable to the County. 
  
505.13   SPECIAL FOREST PRODUCT PERMITS 

1. A written permit for making fuel-wood for personal use must be purchased for a 

specific area designated on the permit.  

2. A written permit for cutting boughs for personal use will be issued for a specific 

area designated in the permit.  

3.  Written permits may be issued for special forest products for community or 

personal use. 

4.  The Committee shall periodically review and revise fee charges and conditions 

associated with Special Forest Product Permits. 

    
510 TIMBER THEFT  

  All cases of alleged timber theft on the county forest shall be investigated and resolved 

promptly. An allegation of theft by cutting and/or removing timber from the county forest 

does not alleviate the county from payment under s. 28.11 (9) Wis. Stats. The county will 

collect damages pursuant to s. 26.05 Wis. Stats. and may also pursue criminal charges under 

s. 943.20 Wis. Stats. and /or seek civil damages. 

 
510.1 TIMBER THEFT INVESTIGATION 

  The following procedure should be used in all cases of alleged timber theft: 

1. Determination of Theft 

A.  Gathering facts - The county, through its sheriff's department and along with 

assistance of the DNR liaison, rangers and wardens, will ascertain the facts 

pertinent to the alleged theft, including determination of the damages to the 
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county. Legal counsel representing the county should be involved in all aspects 

of investigation. Property involved in the alleged theft may be seized pursuant 

to s. 26.064 Wis. Stats. for use as evidence. 

 B.  Boundary determination - If property boundaries are involved, the county shall 

conduct a legal survey of the boundary in question. 

 
515 ENCROACHMENTS  

  The county will actively investigate all suspected cases of encroachments on the County 

Forest. To ensure the integrity and continuity of the County Forest land, all cases will be 

dealt with promptly and in a consistent manner. The following procedures will be used in all 

cases of suspected encroachments: 

1.    The county will establish property boundaries; if necessary, a legal survey will be 

conducted. 

2.   The county will gather all facts.  

3.  The Committee, in consultation with the forest administrator, county legal counsel 

and the DNR, will make a decision as to the disposition of the case. 

A.  All above-ground encroachments that are movable will be removed from county 

property. 

B.  Permanent type facilities, such as homes, garages and septic systems shall be 

addressed individually and commonly be removed but may be handled by a land 

use agreement in rare situations. For example, when the encroachment will be 

removed within a short and defined time period (e.g. septic system needs 

replacing, dilapidated structure needs to be rebuilt and relocated). S Sale or 

transfer of the encroachment should remain an option depending on the 

circumstances involved and the viability of an adverse possession claim (s. 

893.29 Wis. Stats.). 

C.  Provisions in the land use agreement, if that option is pursued, may include 

granting the encroacher permission to encroach on the County Forest lands with 

the following stipulations: no other encroachments will be allowed; the permit is 

non-transferable; the county must be notified once encroachment is terminated; 

county continues full ownership and control of property; permittee agrees to 
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waive any rights to any future declaration of ownership or interest in the 

encroached county property; county reserves the right to cancel the permit and 

the permit is to be filed in the office of the  Clark County Forestry Department 

and all fees related to the land use permit shall be paid by the permittee. 

                      
520      SPECIAL USES 

1.   Recognizing the vast potential for a variety of special uses of the County Forest by 

governmental units, businesses, organizations or individuals, the committee may 

designate specified areas for special uses. Specific management methods are to be 

considered on these areas. Uses must be consistent with the intent and purposes of 

the County Forest Law. 

2.   All requests for specialized uses of any County Forest lands will require a permit 

authorized by the Committee. 

 
520.1 SAND AND GRAVEL 

  Sand and gravel pits located on the County Forest may be used only by units of 

government or contractors performing public works.  Use of existing pits and the opening 

of new pits by other than the County Forestry Department will require Committee 

approval and be authorized by permit only. The conditions of such permits may include, 

but are not be limited to: 

1.  Requiring the pit and its access road be screened from view from public highways. 

2.  Severing trees from the stump.  

3.  Disposition of brush and dirt spoil by leveling or hauling away.  

4.  Sloping to prevent steep banks. 

5. Filing with the forestry office an annual written report of gravel and sand removed. 

 
Other conditions may be set at the discretion of the Committee or County Forest 

Administrator. The Committee may set fees for materials removed. Other non-

metalliferous materials will be dealt with on an individual basis.   

 
All active, nonmetallic sites greater than one acre in size, including those on the County 

Forest, are also subject to the provisions of the Nonmetallic Mining Reclamation 
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Program, Chapter NR 135, Wis. Adm. Code. The County Forestry Department shall work 

with the local permit coordinator (often county or local zoning office) in obtaining the 

necessary permits for nonmetallic mining operations. 

 
Sand and gravel may, under some circumstances, be leased to private contractors for 

private use. In these situations, the land must be withdrawn from the County Forest Law 

until sand/gravel removal and reclamation of the site is completed. Upon completion of 

reclamation to the satisfaction of the county and the state, the lands shall be reapplied for 

entry under the County Forest Law.  

 
520.2 EXPLORATION, PROSPECTING AND MINING 

1.  The committee may investigate all mineral exploration, prospecting and mining 

requests as they are received. 

2.   All requests for mineral exploration, prospecting and mining on county lands shall 

be forwarded with or without recommendation to the Clark County Mining 

Committee for their review and action. 

 3.  The DNR shall be notified of all requests as they become known in accordance 

with s. 28.11(3)(i) and (j) and with DNR Manual Code 2712.1 or other codes 

which may be subsequently adopted. The Public Lands Handbook should be 

referenced for more detailed procedure. 

 
520.3  SANITARY LANDFILLS 

  The use of County Forest lands for sanitary landfills will not be allowed unless the lands 

involved are withdrawn from the County Forest Law. 

 
520.4 MILITARY MANEUVERS 

  Military maneuvers on County Forest lands will be considered under a lease or written 

land use agreement. Upon receipt of a written request from the military, the Committee, 

County staff, Military and DNR representatives will discuss the issue at a public 

Committee meeting. After the needs have been outlined, the site shall be field checked, 

DNR input and consistency with the County Forest Law sought and town officials 

advised. Depending on the scope of the project, a public hearing may be appropriate. If all 

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/ForestManagement/documents/24605.pdf
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aspects and concerns are addressed and agreed to, a legal instrument will be drafted. The 

matter will then be brought back to a Committee meeting for final input and approval. 

The Public Forest Lands Handbook will be used for further direction in this matter.  
 

520.5 PUBLIC UTILITIES.  

 Easements for public utilities may be considered by the Committee. Underground 

installations will be encouraged. The following main provisions shall be included in any 

County Board resolution granting permission for construction of any utility transmission 

line: 

1. Utility may be billed for merchantable forest products and existing timber 

reproduction. 

2. Utility may be billed for land removed from production due to right-of-way clearing 

for losses of future income and multiple use benefits.   

3. Land removed for utility operations that is no longer suited “primarily for timber 

production or, that is no longer suitable for scenic, outdoor recreation, public 

hunting & fishing, water conservation or multiple use purposes” (s. 28.11(4)(c) Wis. 

Stats) may need to be withdrawn from county forest law designation. The utility 

shall replace any lands requiring withdrawal from county forest with other lands 

suitable for county forest entry that are in the forest blocking of the County Forest or 

with money that is placed in a segregated land acquisition account for the County to 

purchase lands suitable for County Forest entry in the future. 

4. Utility companies will be encouraged to use existing corridors and underground 

lines to minimize disturbance to the county forest and native plants and animals.  

5. Merchantable timber will be removed in a manner approved by the Committee.  

Timber cut must be reported to the DNR on form 2460-1.   

6. Utility must provide notice of proposed route, including a map of not less 

than l inch /mile scale, 90 days in advance of proposed construction. 

7. Special maintenance, controlled access and signage concerns shall be addressed in 

any proposal.   

8.  An appropriate fee shall be charged for easements.  

 

 

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/ForestManagement/documents/24605.pdf
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520.6 ACCESS TO PRIVATE LAND 

The Department has determined that granting a private easement across county forest 

lands is not consistent with the County Forest Law program. This determination is 

based on an Attorney General opinion (OAG-08-10). Easement grants to individuals 

are generally determined to be an exclusive right on a publicly owned asset. Counties 

are generally restricted from granting easements on county forest lands unless  

the easement helps to achieve the purposes of the County Forest Law program. 

 
520.6.1   Temporary Access 

Requests for temporary access across County Forest Lands will be reviewed for any 

potential conflicts with management activities or public access.  If impacts are minimal, 

access for short term needs will be permitted through the use of access agreements or 

letters of authorization. Temporary access is generally for activities such as access to 

maintain utilities (rail, powerline, etc.) or for logging access on private lands. The 

recipient of temporary access is required to restore the roadway to at least its prior 

condition and to expand coverage of any performance deposits or liability insurance to 

cover the use of the County road. 

 
520.6.2   Access Permits 

Requests for access to private lands may be made by private parties to build or improve 

access roads through the County Forest. Access permits will be considered on a case-by-

case basis and with the understanding that the County is not legally obligated to provide 

access to private lands. 

 
A fee of $500.00 will be assessed by the Committee for access permits. The Committee 

may elect to waive these fees in cases of agreement renewals or in cases of existing roads 

or driveways. 

 
Access across County Forest lands must be demonstrated by the applicant as the route of 

last resort, including evidence of an offer of fair compensation for access across other 

private lands. The following stipulations will be included in access agreements: 
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1.  No legal easement will be granted; just permission to cross county lands. 

2.  Permits are made by and between the County and the property owner. The permits 

are not transferrable and subsequent property owners must secure their own 

agreement. 

3.   Permits are not to exceed 15 years.  

4.  Roadway must be opened to the public through county land and no gates, signs or 

other articles of the permittee are not permitted on County lands. 

5.  Road improvements and upgrading must be approved and will be supervised by 

the forestry department staff. Prior notification of three (3) days is required before 

work starts. 

6.   All wood cut is the property of Clark County. 

7.  The county continues full ownership of the improved roadway; however, it shall 

not be liable for maintenance or upkeep of the road. 

8.  Permittee waives any rights to any declaration of ownership or interest in the road 

on county land as a result of this “Access Permit”. The access permit is granted 

upon signature and any fees being received by Clark County. 

 
520.6.3   Prescriptive Easements 

Historical access points and driveways may meet the legal requirements of prescriptive 

use. A prescriptive use easement does not generally trigger a need to withdraw lands from 

the County Forest program unless the public is excluded from motorized travel on the 

subject road. Any potential claims of prescriptive easement across County Forest lands 

must be investigated and reviewed by legal counsel to determine legal validity and 

possible legal defense or standing. 

 

520.6.4    Other Types of Access 

Complex issues of private access needs may arise in the future. Any proposals to grant an 

easement across County Forest must help achieve the purposes of the County Forest Law 

and meet a standard of better and higher public use. Easements to private parties will 

require withdrawal from County Forest Law and are to be discussed with the Department 

prior to initiating any proposals. 
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520.7   PRIVATE UTILITY SERVICE LINES 

If a landowner cannot gain utility access across other lands, the committee may consider a 

land use agreement for access across County Forest. Requests will be considered on a 

case by case basis. These agreements should consider the inclusions mentioned below: 

1. The permit is non-transferrable. 

2. The County retains full ownership of the utility corridor; however, it shall not be 

liable for maintenance, upkeep or other damages associated with the utility 

service. 

3. The permittee waives any rights to any declaration of ownership or interest in the 

utility corridor on County land for administrative costs as a result of this Land Use 

Agreement – Utility permit. This agreement is granted upon the signature and any 

fees being received by Clark County. 

4. The Committee, on a case-by-case basis, shall establish an appropriate fee for a 

land use agreement described above. 

 
520.8 COMMUNICATION TOWERS 

 The siting of communication towers on the Clark County Forest will be considered by the 

Committee on a limited basis. Requests will be considered on a case-by-case basis subject 

to the following conditions: 

1. It must be demonstrated that the site is the most practical location for such a 

tower. 

2. Land selected for such a tower is no longer suitable for continued entry in the 

County Forest program. According to section 28.11(4), Wis. Stats, any 

accompanying lands needed for tower support wires that inhibit the practice of 

forestry and are no longer suitable for scenic, outdoor recreation, public hunting & 

fishing, water conservation or multiple use purposes may also need to be 

withdrawn from County Forest Law. Withdrawal is subject to approval by both 

the County Board and the DNR.   

3. A request to withdraw lands from County Forest Law by a private communication 

company shall follow withdrawal protocol.   

4. The cellular communication company may be required to replace any lands 
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withdrawn from county forest with other lands suitable for county forest entry that 

are in the forest blocking, or with money that is placed in a segregated land 

acquisition account for the County to purchase lands suitable for County Forest 

entry in the future.   

5. Clark County will pursue use of such tower at no cost to the County for public 

safety and dispatch communication antenna(s). 

6. Any agreement should also consider the inclusions listed under 520.5 (Items 1-8). 

520.9 MOSS HARVESTING 

 Harvesting of sphagnum moss on the Clark County Forest will be considered by the 

Committee on a case by case basis. Contracts to pull and harvest moss may be awarded 

by the Committee after advertising for public bids or negotiated without advertising. 

Before a contract is awarded, the Committee will consider ecological impact, size of 

harvest area, suitability of equipment, contract administrative cost/arrangement and 

financial return to the county. Natural Heritage Inventory records will be consulted prior 

to entering into a moss harvesting contract.  

 
 Small scale contractors who pull moss from beds by hand may be given preference over 

contractors who use mechanical pullers. 

 
520.10 OTHER 

 Other types of special uses of the county forest may be considered by the Department as 

authorized by the Committee. Regulations governing these uses will be developed on an 

individual basis. These may include, but are not limited to, for-profit business, research, 

independent study and scientific areas. Requests will be considered on a case-by-case 

basis and may be subject to all or any of the following conditions: 

1. Permits may be subject to a fee as determined by the Department and as directed 

by the Committee. 

2. Permits are not considered access permits, leases or legal easements. 

3. Permittees will abide by all State, County and Local laws, ordinances and 

regulations. 

4. Permitted activities shall not interfere with any other approved recreational or 

forest management activity. 
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5. Permittees will not have exclusive rights to any area described in the permit and 

public use of the permitted area is allowed. 

6. Permittees will be held liable for damages to County property, including but not 

limited to trees, vegetation and landscape. 

7. All maintenance activities must be approved in writing by the County prior to 

maintenance being performed. 

8. Permittees who are for-profit business must carry liability insurance to cover any 

workers, employees, agents and clients. Coverage limits will be no less than 

$1,000,000.00 per occurrence and $2,000,000.00 aggregate unless otherwise 

approved by the Committee. 

9. The County retains the right to enter into similar permit contracts with other 

parties. 

10. The County reserves the right to discontinue any permit for any reason upon 

written notice. 

 
525     TREATY RIGHTS:  GATHERING MISCELLANEOUS FOREST PRODUCTS 

 Ordinance No. 228-11-19, adopted by the County Board of Supervisors of the County of 

Clark on December 19, 2019, authorizes Clark County to require permits for gathering 

miscellaneous forest products on County land by Native American treaty rights 

participants. The ordinance, Section 28-142 of the Clark County Code of Ordinances, 

adopts language of, and complies with, the Federal District Court decision and states as 

follows: 

1.   Any treaty rights participant interested in gathering firewood, tree bark, maple 

sap, lodge poles, boughs, marsh hay or other miscellaneous forest products 

(except fruits, seeds or berries not enumerated in County ordinances) from County 

land shall obtain a County gathering permit from the County forestry office. The 

County shall respond to the gathering permit request no later than 14 days after 

receipt of the request. The gathering permit shall indicate the location of the 

material to be gathered, the volume of material to be gathered and conditions of 

the gathering of the material necessary for conservation of the timber and 

miscellaneous forest products on the County land, or for public health or safety. 
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2. The County may not deny a request to gather miscellaneous forest products on 

county property under this section unless: (a) the gathering is inconsistent with the 

management plan for the property;  (b) the gathering will conflict with the pre-

existing rights of a permittee or other person possessing an approval to conduct an 

activity on the property, including a contractor of the county; or, (c) is otherwise 

inconsistent with conservation or public health or safety. See subchapter IV, 

Ch.NR13, Wis. Adm. Code. 
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600      PROTECTION         

  OBJECTIVE 

  To protect and manage the resources of the forest from preventable losses resulting from 

fire, insects, diseases and other destructive elements including those caused by people.  

Protective methods shall include proper silvicultural methods. 

 
  The DNR provides statewide technical guidance that will be used to inform local decisions. 

This guidance will be referenced to help make decisions at the county level.    

 
605 FIRE CONTROL 

  Damage to the forest caused by uncontrolled fire can create a significant challenge in the 

management of the forest. Loss of resource values caused by fire will be minimized through 

organized prevention, detection and suppression methods. Maintaining a healthy forest is 

key to fire management. The DNR is responsible for all matters relating to the prevention, 

detection and suppression of forest fires outside the limits of incorporated villages and 

cities, as stated in s. 26.11(1) Wis. Stats. The DNR works cooperatively with local fire 

departments in all fire control efforts. Portions of Clark County Forest are part of the 

Intensive DNR Forest Fire Protection Area. The Fire Management Handbook No. 4325.1 

and the Area Operations Plan shall serve as the guidelines for fire control activities. 

 
  605.1 COOPERATION WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

  Pursuant to s. 26.11(4) and s. 28.11(4)(f), Wis. Stats., and to the Clark County Forest 

Ordinance, the county may cooperate with the DNR in the interest of fire prevention, 

detection and suppression on the County Forest. This is accomplished through agreements 

authorizing the DNR to use County Forest land or to utilize county personnel and 

equipment for fire protection activities. In the event of a large fire in Clark or Jackson 

Counties, Bruce Mound may be used as an incident command post, equipment and 

personnel staging area, and a source of water for fire suppression. An occupancy agreement 

for use of Bruce Mound as an incident command post was drafted and signed by the County 

and the DNR in 2010 and is periodically updated. A copy of the current Occupancy 

Agreement for DNR Incident Command Post can be found in Section 1010 of Chapter 

1000. 
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 605.1.1   Personnel 

  Clark County has a signed memorandum of understanding (MOU) with the DNR for fire 

suppression services. Under this agreement, the DNR is responsible for suppression of all 

forest fires and the County will provide equipment and manpower as requested by the DNR 

to assist in mop up. A copy of the MOU for fire suppression services can be found in 

Section 1010 of Chapter 1000. The DNR is responsible for training and directing the 

activities of county personnel in accordance with the rules identified in the Fire 

Management Handbook, No. 4325.1.    

          
 605.1.2   Equipment 

  County Forest equipment, upon request and as identified in the aforementioned MOU, shall 

be made available for forest fire control and suppression. The list of applicable equipment 

will be renewed annually and made part of the MOU. During periods of high fire hazard, all 

County Forest vehicles and/or crews should be equipped with one or more backpack cans, 

axes or shovels, appropriate personal protective equipment, mobile communication and any 

other equipment deemed essential by the MOU. All hand tools shall be maintained and 

provided by the DNR. 

 
 605.1.3    Fire Detection 

Fire detection is the responsibility of the DNR. County Forestry personnel may assist and 

report any wildfires to the DNR, local Fire Department or 911 Dispatch. 

 
 605.1.4    Forest Fire Prevention 

  DNR fire control personnel are authorized by the county to place fire prevention signs at 

recreational areas and other strategic locations within the forest. The County conducts and 

controls all operations (including harvesting) on the forest in a manner designed to prevent 

forest fires. Use of the county forest during high fire danger periods may be restricted by the 

County. These restrictions may include, but are not limited to, recreation and logging. 

 
605.2   DEBRIS BURNING 

  Unauthorized burning of debris will not be permitted on County Forest Lands pursuant to s. 

26.12(5), Wis. Stats. Any uncontrolled or non-prescribed fires on the county forest will be 

suppressed as soon as possible. 
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605.3   CAMPFIRES  

  Adequate fireplaces will be provided at designated recreation sites. No person shall start, 

tend to or maintain any fire or burn any refuse except for in designated fireplaces or fire 

rings in the county forest or unless otherwise posted. For fires in the County Forest, fires 

shall not exceed three (3) feet in diameter and shall be surrounded by at least three (3) feet 

of mineral soil. During periods of high fire danger, use of campfires may be restricted.  

 
605.4   PRESCRIBED BURNING 

  Use of prescribed fire as a management tool continues to gain importance to the County 

Forest. Controlled burns are used to rejuvenate native grass openings and prepare for natural 

oak regeneration, benefiting both wildlife and silviculture. All prescribed burning on 

County Forest lands will follow the DNR recommendations, including following a DNR 

approved burn plan where appropriate. See Prescribed Burn Handbook No. 4360.5 for 

details. Clark County currently has the equipment, training and other resources available to 

lead and conduct prescribed burns with or without DNR assistance. 

 
605.5 COUNTY FOREST FIRE HAZARD AREAS 

  The DNR places primary emphasis on fire control efforts in pine areas. Maps of these areas 

are available at the local DNR field office. The County will cooperate with DNR Fire 

Control in providing firebreaks or access ways. Existing access roads, firebreaks and water 

access points will be maintained as deemed necessary. Secondary emphasis will be placed 

on hardwood areas with no firebreaks developed or maintained. However, access roads will 

be maintained as defined in Chapter 700 of this plan. 

 
605.6 COOPERATION WITH LOCAL MUNICIPALITIES 

605.6.1 Community Wildfire Protection Plans 

As of 2020, the Town of Foster and the Town of Levis have developed and renewed 

Community Wildfire Protection Plans (CWPP) in cooperation with the DNR. The County 

Forestry and Parks Department has a representative on the Town of Foster CWPP Planning 

Committee. CWPPs are developed collaboratively at the township level and address issues 

such as wildfire response, hazardous fuels reduction, community preparedness and structure 

protection. 
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  605.6.2 Slash Disposal 

In accordance with the “Town of Foster Community Wildfire Protection Plan” (adopted 

June 13, 2017), all slash resulting from timber harvest shall be lopped and scattered to 

within 3 feet of the ground in all of ecological management unit (EMU) 3 and within 1 mile 

of Rock Dam. The Clark County EMU plan can be found in Chapter 3000. 

 

610 CONTROL OF FOREST PESTS & PATHOGENS 

610.1 DETECTION 

  Damage to the forest caused by insects, other pests and diseases can adversely affect 

management of the forest resources. Losses to resource values impacted by forest pests will 

be minimized through integrated pest management methods, with emphasis on silvicultural 

prescriptions (timber sales). The detection and control of pest problems will be 

accomplished by county and DNR personnel in cooperation with other agencies. 

 
610.2 PEST SURVEYS 

  Pest surveys are conducted under the direction of the DNR’s forest health specialists. The 

DNR works in cooperation with the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture Trade and 

Consumer Protection (DATCP) in monitoring the spread of pests such as gypsy moth and 

Emerald Ash Borer. The County may cooperate by providing personnel and equipment to 

assist in these operations. 

 
610.3 SPECIFIC PESTS AND PATHOGENS OF CONCERN 

 Integrated pest management for the purpose of this Plan, is defined as follows:  

  “The maintenance of destructive agents, including insects, at tolerable levels, by the 

planned use of a variety of preventive, suppressive, or regulatory tactics and strategies that 

are ecologically and economically efficient and socially acceptable.”   

 
  The integrated pest management control and methodology shall be determined jointly by the 

County Forest Administrator and DNR Liaison Forester in consultation with the DNR 

district Forest Health Specialist. Suppression of forest pests may include the following: 

  1. Silvicultural prescriptions, including timber sales. 

  2. Biological control. 

3. Chemical control. 
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 610.3.1   Specific Pests of Interest 

610.3.1.1   Gypsy Moth  

  Gypsy Moth (Lymantria dispar) is a non-native pest that can defoliate entire 

stands of trees. It has progressed westward from the northeastern United States 

since the early 1900s. It reached eastern Wisconsin and has been widespread in 

some counties since 1988. Despite efforts to slow the spread and suppress 

outbreaks, it is progressing westerly through Wisconsin. The Clark County 

Forest’s strategy to combat this defoliating insect will focus on using 

silvicultural techniques to maintain and improve forest vigor in order to 

decrease the severity of mortality. In addition, suppression spraying with 

approved insecticides may be considered in high use recreation areas and stands 

containing a high percentage of susceptible high valued timber. Biological 

controls may also be available for introduction to help reduce outbreak 

frequency. See Section 1010 of Chapter 1000 for the Clark County Forest Gypsy 

Moth Management Plan.   

 
610.3.1.2   Jack Pine Budworm 

Jack pine budworm (Choristoneura pinus) is a native needle-feeding caterpillar 

that is generally considered the most significant pest of jack pine. Red, Scotch and 

white pine, as well as spruce, can also be defoliated and suffer top-kill and 

mortality by jack pine budworm. Vigorous, young jack pine stands are less likely 

to be damaged during outbreaks. The most vigorous stands are well stocked, 

evenly spaced, fairly uniform in height, and less than 45 years old. Stands older 

than 45 years that are growing on very sandy sites and suffering from drought or 

other stresses are very vulnerable to damage. Tree mortality and top-kill are more 

likely to occur in these stands. In addition, stressed stands are more susceptible to 

attack by Ips bark beetle. Mortality from Ips can occur for 2-3 years after the jack 

pine budworm outbreak collapses. This mortality and top-kill create fuel for 

intense wildfires.   

 
It will be Clark County’s strategy to harvest at the appropriate rotation age, 

maintain high stand densities (without overcrowding), and use good site selection 
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for jack pine. This will be an effort to help avoid budworm-caused tree mortality 

and reduce the threat of damaging wildfires while still providing suitable 

conditions for jack pine regeneration. Prompt salvage following an outbreak will 

also help reduce the possibility of wildfire. Esthetic strips and/or islands should 

not be used. Leaving these esthetic strips/islands can prolong the outbreak by 

giving the budworm areas for breeding. Use of insecticides is not warranted in 

combating this forest pest on the County Forest. 

 

610.3.1.3   Oak Wilt 

Oak wilt (Bretziella fagacearum) is a destructive disease of oak trees. It is 

responsible for the death of thousands of oak trees in forests, woodlots and 

home landscapes each year. Oak wilt is caused by a fungus that invades and 

impairs the tree's water conducting system, resulting in branch wilting and tree 

death. Trees in both the red oak group and white oak group are affected; 

however, oaks in the white oak group are more resilient once infected. There is 

no known cure once a tree has oak wilt. Prevention of new oak wilt infection 

centers is the best management option and involves avoiding injury to healthy 

trees and removing dead or diseased trees. Counties should use the Oak 

Harvesting Guidelines to Reduce the Risk of Introduction and Spread of Oak 

Wilt for management guidance. 

 

 Oak Wilt was first identified on the county forest in Snyder County Park in the 

year 2000. Since then, a total of 150 infections have been identified on 61 sites.  

Oak Wilt sites are located throughout the County Forest.   

 
Healthy trees should not be pruned during the growing season, as this attracts 

beetles that may carry the Oak Wilt fungus. If pruning is necessary or damage is 

incurred during the growing season, (e.g. through construction activities or 

storms), the wounds should be painted immediately with wound paint. 

Commercial timber harvests and timber stand improvement activities involving 

oak stands are restricted during the period of April 1 to July 15 each year. 

Depending on weather and beetle activity, these dates may be adjusted slightly 

https://embed.widencdn.net/pdf/download/widnr/aqszuho7ee/Oak-Harvesting-Guidelines-Web-version.pdf?u=lhzbht&showinbrowser=true
https://embed.widencdn.net/pdf/download/widnr/aqszuho7ee/Oak-Harvesting-Guidelines-Web-version.pdf?u=lhzbht&showinbrowser=true
https://embed.widencdn.net/pdf/download/widnr/aqszuho7ee/Oak-Harvesting-Guidelines-Web-version.pdf?u=lhzbht&showinbrowser=true


  600-9 

each year. Additional Oak Wilt preventive measures adopted by the county can 

be found in Section 1010 of Chapter 1000. These guidelines were developed 

primarily for recreational trail maintenance, parks and other intensive use areas. 

 
Clark County will continue its aggressive campaign initiated in 2000 to help 

control Oak Wilt. Control will continue to center around herbicides, barriers and 

whole tree (including stump) removal. With almost 22,000 acres of oak timber 

type in the county forest, there is much at stake. Once Oak Wilt becomes firmly 

established in the forest, any hope for control will be lost.   
 

610.3.1.4   Forest Tent Caterpillar 

 Forest tent caterpillar (Malacosoma disstria) can be found throughout the 

United States and Canada wherever hardwoods grow. The favored hosts in 

Wisconsin are aspen and oak. This native insect causes region-wide outbreaks at 

intervals from 10 to 15 years; outbreaks usually last 2 - 5 years in the Lake 

States. Severe and repeated defoliation can lead to dieback and/or reduced 

growth of affected trees, which in some instances may be significant. 

Populations are often controlled by natural enemies, helping the population 

crash. Aerial spraying of insecticides can be an option for control as well. It will 

be Clark County’s strategy to employ sound silvicultural practices to combat 

this cyclic pest.     

  
610.3.1.5   Two-lined Chestnut Borer 

 The two-lined chestnut borer (Agrilus bilineatus) is a common secondary pest in 

trees which have been severely defoliated several years in a row. Oaks that are 

under stress from drought and/or defoliation by insects such as gypsy moth 

(Lymantria dispar), fall cankerworm (Alsophila pometaria) and forest tent 

caterpillar (Malacosoma disstria) can be infested and killed by two-lined 

chestnut borers. Prevention of two-lined chestnut borer through sound 

silvicultural practices is the best management option. Postponing management 

activities in stressed stands for two years after severe drought and/or defoliation 

have ended will provide time for trees to recover and reduce their susceptibility 
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to two-lined chestnut borer attack. Infestations should be salvaged promptly. 

Clark County will strive to maintain healthy trees through sound silvicultural 

practices to discourage infestation.   

 

610.3.1.6   Emerald Ash Borer 

The emerald ash borer (Agrilus planipennis) was accidentally introduced to 

North America from Asia in 2002. Emerald ash borer (EAB) infestations in 

Wisconsin have resulted in widespread mortality to Fraxinus species including 

green, white and black ash. It is expected that 99% of the ash trees in Wisconsin 

will die. Ash comprises a significant component in the northern hardwood 

timber type and can be found in nearly pure stands in some lowland areas. Adult 

EAB beetles feed on foliage, but the larvae cause mortality by feeding on the 

phloem and outer sapwood of the ash trees. 

 
The Emerald Ash Borer Silviculture Guidelines are available to help resource 

managers make informed stand-level decisions to manage forests that are not yet 

infested by EAB as well as implement salvage harvests and rehabilitation in 

stands that have already been impacted by EAB. 

 
EAB was positively identified in Clark County at Snyder Park in the fall of 

2018. Additional EAB sites were identified in North Foster, South Foster and 

Seif Townships during that year. Although ash timber type is not abundant in 

the county forest, it is Clark County’s plan and policy to follow the Emerald Ash 

Borer Silviculture Guidelines. 

 
610.3.1.7   HRD 

Heterobasidion root disease (HRD, previously called annosum root rot) is 

caused by the fungus Heterobasidion irregulare. HRD is a serious disease that 

causes pine and spruce mortality in Wisconsin, but over 200 woody species 

have been reported as hosts. Red and white pine trees are most commonly 

affected in plantation-grown stands subjected to thinning. The disease was first 

confirmed in Wisconsin in 1993 and has since been found in a number of 

counties throughout Wisconsin. Diseased trees, including overstory trees and 

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/ForestHealth/documents/EABWIManagementGuidelines.pdf
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understory seedlings and saplings, will show fading, thin crowns with tufted 

foliage and eventual mortality. Currently, there are no curative treatments to 

eliminate the HRD pathogen from a stand once it is infested, so preventing 

disease introduction is the best approach. 

 
Infection most often occurs when HRD spores land and germinate on a freshly 

cut stump. The pathogen then grows into the root tissue and progresses 

underground from tree to tree through root contact. As the pathogen spreads, 

and trees decline and die, an ever-expanding pocket of mortality is formed. 

HRD fruit bodies, or conks, may be found at the base of dead trees and old 

stumps. Fruit bodies are most commonly observed in the fall but can be found 

any time of the year.  

 
Guidelines for stump treatment to reduce the risk of introduction and spread of 

Heterobasidion root disease in Wisconsin should be used by the county forests. 

The HRD guidelines are designed to help property managers and landowners 

determine whether the preventive pesticide treatment should be used to reduce 

the risk of introduction and spread of HRD at the time of harvest in a pine 

and/or spruce stand. 

 
It is Clark County’s policy to follow the Guidelines for stump treatment to 

reduce the risk of introduction and spread of Heterobasidion root disease in 

Wisconsin. 

 
 610.3.2   Funding 

   The County Forest will make all reasonable efforts to secure funding for control 

 efforts, through county funds, or other state, federal or private funding sources.   

 
 610.3.4   Special Projects 

     The County may cooperate with other agencies in forest pest research.  

 
610.4 DEER BROWSE 

Forest regeneration and reproduction is critical to sustain timber production, wildlife 

habitat and the overall health of the deer herd. As a keystone species, deer can affect 

https://embed.widencdn.net/pdf/download/widnr/049sbfkidg/AnnosumTreatmentGuide.pdf?u=4gqjgf&showinbrowser=true
https://embed.widencdn.net/pdf/download/widnr/049sbfkidg/AnnosumTreatmentGuide.pdf?u=4gqjgf&showinbrowser=true
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forest regeneration, long-term forest production, and forest sustainability. This is a 

concern for all forest managers who must try to balance sustainable forest 

management with deer numbers. 

 
Clark County Forest may monitor and document herbivory impacts during forest 

management activities.   

 
610.5 INVASIVE PLANT SPECIES 

Invasive plants can cause significant negative impacts to the forest. Invasive species 

can displace native plants and hinder forest regeneration efforts. Preventing them 

from dominating habitats is critical to the long-term health of the forest. There are a 

number of invasive plant species in varying densities on the County Forest. Some 

warrant immediate and continual treatment efforts while others may be allowed to 

remain due to extent and financial ability to control them. Clark County will 

continue to train staff in invasive species identification as well as attempt to secure 

funding sources to control them as much as is practical. Invasive plants and 

associated control treatments on the forest will be documented. In 2005, Clark 

County developed a Forest Invasive Plant Plan, and it can be found in Section 1010 

of Chapter 1000 for additional information. 

 
 610.5.1     Funding and Partnerships 

  Grant opportunities for invasive species control funding can be found on 

the Financial Assistance webpage of the Wisconsin Invasive Species 

Council. The number of grants for local governments and county forests 

is limited, especially for terrestrial invasive plant control. Some grants, 

such as the Department of Natural Resource’s turkey stamp program, 

support invasive plant control as part of larger efforts to promote certain 

outcomes and might be applicable. 

 
The Department of Natural Resources promotes the formation of 

cooperative invasive species management areas (CISMAs) through its 

Weed Management Area – Private Forest Grant Program. While activities 

funded by this grant are restricted to non-industrial private forests, 

http://invasivespecies.wi.gov/financial-assistance/
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/WildlifeHabitat/stamps.html
https://dnr.wi.gov/Aid/WMA.html
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CISMAs are encouraged to partner with other groups in their area, and 

some can provide technical support to county forests. The CISMA’s of 

Wisconsin can be found on this map.  

 
 610.5.2    Best Management Practices 

     In 2009, the Department of Natural Resources and many stakeholder groups 

approved a series of Best Management Practices (BMPs) for minimizing the 

spread of forest invasive plants. The full text of the BMPs is found on the 

Wisconsin Council on Forestry website. Voluntary use of the BMPs during 

forestry stewardship activities reduces the spread of invasive plants that can 

impede forest regeneration in county forests. 

 
BMPs used before, during and after a harvest promote forest regeneration. 

Reasonable efforts to clean vehicles, equipment, footwear and other clothing 

helps reduce the spread of seeds and plant fragments to un-infested forests. 

Planning the sequence and timing of stewardship activities to reduce contact with 

invasive plants during forestry operations is another helpful strategy. Similarly, 

controlling populations of invasive plants before logging reduces the risk of 

spreading them. Follow-up monitoring of disturbed stands can detect populations 

of invasive plants while they are still small and more easily managed. 

 
 610.5.3   Current Invasive Plants  

     610.5.3.1   Buckthorn 

  Two species of invasive buckthorn impact Wisconsin’s forests. Common 

buckthorn (Frangula cathartica) is more often found growing on well-

drained soils, while glossy buckthorn (Frangula alnus) favors wetter soils. 

Both species grow in shade or sun; quickly form dense, even-aged thickets 

that shade out understory plants, including tree seedlings; and hinder forest 

regeneration. Their dark-colored fruits are eaten by birds, who disperse 

seeds long distances. Both buckthorns green-up before native plants and 

remain green after the natives drop their leaves. 

 
 

https://ipaw.org/quick-links/cismas/
https://councilonforestry.wi.gov/Pages/InvasiveSpecies/Forestry.aspx
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  Buckthorn can be controlled by taking advantage of the longer period in 

which they retain their leaves. Foliar applications of herbicide applied 

when buckthorn has leaves and the natives are leafless will minimize 

damage to native plants. Other control options include hand pulling or 

mowing the shrubs and then treating re-sprouts with foliar herbicide, basal 

bark herbicide applications and cut stump herbicide applications.  

 
 610.5.3.2   Garlic Mustard 

Garlic mustard (Alliaria petiolata) is an herbaceous, biennial native to Europe. 

During the first year, a basal rosette of only leaves develops. The second year, 

several stems from 1 – 4 feet tall grow from the basal rosette containing several 

small white flowers. The leaves have a distinct garlic fragrance when crushed.  

Each plant can produce hundreds of tiny seeds inside long, narrow capsules. 

Garlic mustard can quickly colonize disturbed forests, as it often follows 

corridors such as game trails or man-made roads/paths. As garlic mustard 

spreads, it quickly displaces native plants and is known to radiate chemicals into 

the soil that disrupt associations between mycorrhizal fungi and native plants. 

Small populations can be hand pulled, while larger populations are better 

controlled with prescribed fire and/or herbicide. All pulled plant materials 

should be bagged and removed from the forest, as seeds have been known to 

mature on dead plants left on site. Treatment should be repeated until the seed 

bank is depleted, which takes multiple years. Garlic mustard sites should be 

monitored annually until no plants are discovered for several years. 
 

610.5.3.3    Honeysuckle 

Bush Honeysuckles (Lonicera maackii, L. tatarica, L. morrowii, L. X bella) 

were introduced from Eurasia as ornamentals, wildlife cover and soil erosion 

control. Bush honeysuckles are upright deciduous shrubs, ranging from 5 - 12 

feet tall with gray shaggy bark. The leaves are opposite, simple, oval and 

untoothed and can be smooth to velvety depending on species. Flowers are 

fragrant and tubular ranging in colors of white, red and pink. They bloom May 

through June and then form red to yellow berries that are found as pairs on the 
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leaf axils. Honeysuckles replace native forest shrubs and herbaceous plants by 

inhibiting growth of understory plants due to early leaf-out, which shades out 

herbaceous ground cover and depletes soil moisture. Control options include 

hand pulling small infestations and prescribed burning, which kills seedlings 

and top kills mature shrubs. Herbicide options include cut stump treatment and 

foliar spraying. As with all control efforts, repeated monitoring is needed. 
 

610.5.3.4   Spotted Knapweed 

Spotted knapweed (Centaurea stoebe) is an herbaceous, short-lived perennial 

native to Eurasia that can grow 2 – 4 feet tall. This plant first appears as a basal 

rosette of somewhat silvery leaves and may persist this way for several years 

before developing pink-purple flowers on long spreading stems. The flowers are 

thistle-like with many petals and stiff bracts. Knapweed invades dry-upland 

areas including disturbed sites such as forest trails and openings. The roots 

exude an allelopathic chemical which inhibits establishment of other plants, 

hindering forest regeneration. Small populations can be hand pulled provided 

the entire tap root is removed. Gloves, long sleeves and pants should be worn 

when handling this plant, as it may cause skin irritation. Chemical control 

should be applied directly to plants or broadcast across large areas of infestation. 

Biological control is also available as part of an integrated pest management 

plan. 
 

610.5.3.5   Leafy Spurge 

Leafy Spurge (Euphorbia esula) is a herbaceous perennial with deep root 

systems and milky sap in stems, flowers and leaves. Sap is distasteful to some 

animals and can cause blistering in their mouths or throats. It grows to be 2-3’ 

tall. It invades open areas, including prairies, savannas and roadsides, and can 

quickly create monocultures, excluding native vegetation and reducing wildlife 

habitat value. Tolerant of a wide range of habitats, from dry to moist and sunny 

to semi-shade, it is most aggressive in areas where soil moisture is limited. Each 

plant can produce more than 250 seeds. Seeds remain viable in the soil for up to 

8 years and are dispersed by wildlife, humans, and water. The root system is 
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extensive, with taproots extending up to 15’ deep and lateral roots spreading up 

to 35’. New sprouts from root buds facilitate spread into undisturbed areas. 

Hand pulling or digging is only effective if entire root system is removed. 

Chemical control should be applied directly to plants or broadcast across large 

areas of infestation. Biological control options include stem and root boring 

beetle, four root-mining flea beetles and a shoot-tip gall midge. 

 
610.5.3.6   Japanese Knotweed 

Japanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica or Polygonum cuspidatum) is an 

herbaceous perennial that forms large colonies of erect, arching stems 

resembling bamboo. Stems are round, smooth and hollow with reddish-brown 

blotches. Plants reach up to 10’, and the dead stalks remain standing through the 

winter. New infestations of Japanese knotweed often occur when soil 

contaminated with rhizomes is transported or when rhizomes are washed 

downstream during flooding. It poses a significant threat to riparian areas, where 

it prevents streamside tree regeneration and increases soil erosion. The plant 

contains allelopathic compounds (chemicals toxic to surrounding vegetation). 

One control option would be to hand pull young plants and dig or till when soil 

is soft. Plants should be pulled up by the root crown, trying to remove as much 

of the rhizomes as possible, because any rhizomes remaining in the soil will 

produce new plants at each node. It is possible to eradicate small patches of 

knotweed with repeated and persistent cutting of the plants. Properly dispose of 

plant debris; fragments as small as a couple inches can sprout, producing new 

infestations. Chemical control should be applied directly to plants or broadcast 

across large areas of infestation. Plants are more susceptible to herbicides if 

they are cut when 4-5’ tall and the regrowth treated around 3’ tall. Tests 

involving large-bore needle injection of herbicide into the lower nodes of each 

stem have been successful. 
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700 ACCESS CONTROL AND HISTORY 

Resource management, protection activities, recreational uses and other public uses of the 

Clark County Forest require several different types of access. Since the Forest is large and 

diverse, a broad network of access opportunities has developed over the years. A 

combination of geography, soils, vegetation, surface waters, seasons of the year, 

presence/absence of roads or trails, ownership of adjoining lands and public regulations 

interact to control access to any part of the Forest.  

 
Many of the existing roads and trails were originally developed as logging roads, forest fire 

protection lanes or trails used to reach popular hunting and fishing areas. The locations and 

standards for these earlier roads were not routinely established by county personnel, nor 

were they maintained on a regular basis. As a result, many existing roads cannot support all 

season usage and are often restricted for motorized travel. 

 
Over the years, the road density and frequency of vehicle use on the Forest has increased in 

response to an expanding number of motorized recreational vehicles and the need to provide 

access for our active timber harvest program. Often, different uses have occurred on the 

same trails with minimal conflicts. But the diverse demands for, and uses of, the County 

Forest have reached the point where integrated access management planning is needed. 

  
Detailed access management planning for the Clark County Forest was initiated in 1992.  

County Board adoption of the Access Management Plan took place in 1996, together with 

adoption of the County Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan. Adoption of the initial access 

management plan was founded on several assumptions: 

1) Generally, forest access which existed prior to 1990 appears to meet or exceed 

current needs. Timber access developed after 1990 should be classified as 

“Temporary Roads” in most cases. 

2) Roads and trails created prior to 1990 are evaluated on a case by case basis. 

Wherever possible, with due consideration to resource protection, these roads and 

trails should remain open. 
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This access management plan and its original assumptions have evolved since 1996, but the 

access management plan remains as an important element of the county forest 

comprehensive land use plan and is detailed in Section 730.  

   
705 CHAPTER OBJECTIVES 

1.    Provide direction to the committee and resource managers in order to maintain a 

network of roads and trails on the County Forest. This will meet the needs for 

resource management and protection activities as well as provide public access for 

recreation opportunities. 

2.    Identify the distribution, density and types of roads and uses of roads and trails 

needed to establish a safe and efficient transportation and recreation system that 

complements the economic, environmental and social interest in the County Forest. 

3.   Identify the existing and future County Forest roads eligible for transportation aids 

under s. 86.315(1), Wis. Stats. 

4.   Identify areas on the County Forest where the access is limited or restricted. 

5.    Identify the provisions and criteria that will be policy when addressing management 

issues on the County Forest. 

 
710 ROADS 

Clark County Forest staff will oversee the construction and maintenance of all roads within 

the County Forest. These roads may be constructed and maintained by County staff, private 

contractors or by cooperative agreement with volunteer organizations. The specifications for 

road construction and maintenance will vary with the frequency, duration and planned use 

of each road. Three major types of roads occur on the forest: permanent primary roads, 

permanent secondary roads and temporary roads.  

   
 New road establishment should consider information identifying areas with sensitive soils 

or severe slopes that have the potential for adverse water quality impacts from land 

management practices. County staff can work with local DNR forest hydrologists to 

develop site-specific measures where appropriate and to follow all required permitting 

processes when applicable.  
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The forest should have enough roads to provide sufficient access, without degrading water 

resources, while still maintaining recreational experiences. Program evaluation of road 

infrastructure will occur continuously.   

    
710.1 PERMANENT PRIMARY ROADS (County Forest Roads) 

 These roads are the primary roads accessing the County Forest and are designed, 

constructed and maintained according to minimum State town-road standards. Roads are 

designed, constructed and maintained for year-round use; however, the County does not 

perform snow removal and seasonal access is not implied nor guaranteed. Snow plowing is 

generally only done to facilitate the transportation of forest products from the forest. These 

roads serve as essential access corridors for multiple use management. These roads are 

graveled and routinely graded. Vehicle use may be restricted at various times of the year to 

minimize physical damage to the road, for safety reasons or to accommodate groomed 

snowmobile trails. 

 
Forest roads in this category qualify for the County Forest Road Aids program. Qualifying 

roads in this program must meet minimum design standards set by s. 86.315 (4) (a) and 

86.315 (3) Wis. Stats. and administered by WI DOT. A yearly aid payment is used to 

maintain and improve these certified public roads. A map and list of the roads currently 

certified under s. 86.31(1), Wis. Stats as of January 1, 2020 can be found in Chapter 1000. 

These permanent primary roads (45.98 miles) will be maintained and remain open to public 

use and are listed as follows:   

1)  Butler Lanes (13.87 miles)  5)  Bald Peak (6.18 miles) 

2)  Koehler’s Ford (10.59 miles)  6)  Timber Lane/Kueltz’s (2.02 miles) 

3)  Horse Creek (4.0 miles)  7)  Dam #2 (3.49 miles) 

4)  Abbott Ranch (4.03 miles)  8)  Wildcat (1.81* miles) 

 
*Total length of Wildcat Forest Road is 2.02 miles - Clark County receives gas tax 

funding for 1.81 miles and Jackson County receives gas tax funding for 0.21 miles. 
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710.2 PERMANENT SECONDARY ROADS 
 These roads often serve a variety of uses, including forest management, fire protection and 

recreation. These roads are maintained as part of a permanent road system but are often 

narrower than permanent primary roads and are built and maintained to lower standards. 

These roads are open to licensed motor vehicles and by authorized permit for other types of 

motor vehicles. 

 
710.3 TEMPORARY ROADS 

 Many of the roads on the forest fall into this classification. These roads are designed and 

constructed for short-term use for a specific project, often for timber harvest access. These 

roads are used only for a short duration, and when the activity is done, the temporary road is 

closed. These roads are naturally or artificially revegetated and closed by use of earthen 

berms/bunkers, signage or other physical barriers. In some cases, roads may be closed with 

slash and debris to prevent future use and to encourage natural regeneration of trees. 

 
 Temporary roads on existing and past sales will be considered for closure. Reasons will 

include protection of perpetually wet soils, human safety, future maintenance costs, 

prevention of illegal dumping and town road considerations. Where practical, road closures 

will consider the need for areas for parking that facilitate dispersion of people and vehicles 

during high use periods.  

 
 The need for new temporary roads will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis. Road locations 

will be included in designing timber harvests. Consideration will be given to the objectives 

within each County Forest unit, existing road density, potential use and soil type. 

  
710.4   STATE, COUNTY, TOWN DRIVEWAY PERMITS 

 710.4.1   State Highways 

 Wisconsin DOT generally requires permits for permanent and temporary driveways on state 

highways. The County should track and retain permit records and work with local DOT 

officials for access as needed.   
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 710.4.2   County Highways  

 The Clark County Highway Department generally requires permits for permanent and 

temporary driveways on County trunk highways. The County should track and retain permit 

records and work with Highway Department officials for access as needed. 

 

 710.4.3   Town Roads 

Local Townships generally require permits for permanent driveways and may or may not 

require permits for temporary driveways depending upon the circumstances. The County 

should track and retain permit records and work with local Township officials for access as 

needed. 

  
710.5 UTILITIES 

 Access of the county forest for utility reasons is covered under Chapter 520 - Special Uses. 

 
710.6    CULVERTS  

 In many cases, culverts are needed in all three classifications of roads that are on the County 

Forest when dealing with drainages, wetlands and stream crossings. Some of these are 

temporarily placed culverts that are used during a specific project, then removed, while 

others are permanent structures. 

 
 In all instances, culverts should be placed according to required DNR permitting procedures 

and should follow BMPs for culverts that can be found in chapters 4 and 5 of the WI 

Forestry Best Management Practices for Water Quality (PUB FR-093 2010). 

 
 Routine maintenance of these structures should also be completed to make sure structures 

are adequately working. The county may want to consider documenting the location of 

culverts on the forest and provide a list of the culverts that should be routinely checked. 

   
715 RESTRICTED MOTORIZED ACCESS AREAS AND TRAILS 

In addition to providing trails for motorized vehicle use, the Forest may also provide and 

designate areas where motorized vehicles are not permitted unless authorized by the 
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Committee. The principal intent of these areas is to prevent environmental damage to 

sensitive areas, protect historical or archeological sites, protect endangered and threatened 

species, provide for human safety and provide areas for quiet, secluded recreation. The 

following areas and trails have been designated as restricted access on the Clark County 

Forest unless otherwise permitted:  

1) EMU 7 (limited motorized access, see chapter 3000) 

2) Blue Swamp State Natural Area 

3) Dam/Flowage Embankments 

4) Cross-Country Ski Trails 

5) Mountain Bike Trails 

6) Horseback Riding Trails 

7) Designated Game Trails 

 
In addition to surface waters, all wetlands on the forest are closed to motorized recreational 

vehicle use when soils are not frozen. Vehicle use during non-frozen seasons causes soil 

rutting, compaction and damage to vegetation. The wetlands are not listed individually here 

but include all areas where soils, groundwater or surface waters support the growth of 

vegetation commonly associated with wetland plant communities. 

    
720 ROAD CONSTRUCTION BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES FOR WATER 

QUALITY 

The layout and construction of any new road or trail situated on the County Forest shall 

adhere to Wisconsin’s Best Management Practices for Water Quality (PUB-FR-093-2010).  

This access management plan addresses the need and diversity level of forest roads and 

trails within the County Forest. The BMP Manual provides guidelines for road construction. 

Soil disturbance activities in highly erodible soil areas may require mitigating measures in 

excess of those currently listed in the Best Management Practices manual PUB-FR-093-

2010. Wider buffers, sediment control structures and water diversion techniques will be 

used as appropriate in these sensitive areas.   
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725 SIGNS 

Signs on the County Forest will be used discreetly to perform and function with minimal 

disruption to the multiple uses of the Forest. Private signs promoting commercial, personal, 

or political objectives will not be permitted. - Signs erected by the county for management 

purposes or by non-profit recreational trail groups will be as follows: 

1. Informational Type Signs 

A. Interpretive Signs - to educate the general public about forest management 

practices. 

B. Public Land Signs - to identify the land as Clark County Forest property. 

C. Trail Markers - to provide direction and safety to trail users. 

D.  Scientific, Historical or Geological Markers - to identify points of interest. 

E.  Recreational Facility Markers - to identify park entrances, etc. 

F. Directional Markers. 

2.    Regulatory Type Signs - to regulate the use of the Forest in specific areas. 

 
725.1 SIGNING STANDARDS  

To assure that signs will serve a purpose without damaging aesthetics, the following 

standards will be maintained: 

1. Most signs will be mounted on treated wood posts, metal posts or fiberglass posts. 

2. Routed wood signs will be used wherever practical. Fiberboard or painted metal 

signs, when used, will be of neat appearance. 

3. Signs placed on ATV and snowmobile trails must conform to state standards and be 

approved by the committee. 

4. All authorized signs shall be protected by ordinance from being damaged, defaced, 

obstructed, removed or possessed by unauthorized persons. 

5. All unauthorized signs will be removed by the Forestry staff and disposed of 

pursuant to applicable laws. No compensation will be afforded for loss or damage to 

signs during removal. Individuals erecting unauthorized signs may be prosecuted 

under s. 943.13 Wis. Stats. or Clark County Code of Ordinances, Section 28-28. 
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730  ROAD AND ACCESS PLAN 

 

730.1 OBJECTIVES 

1. Provide direction to the committee and resource managers in order to maintain a 

network of roads and trails on the county forest. This will meet the needs for 

resource management and protection activities as well as provide public access for 

recreation opportunities. 

2. Identify the distribution, density and types of roads and uses of roads and trails 

needed to establish a safe and efficient transportation and recreation system that 

complements economic, environmental and social interests in the county forest. 

3. Identify the existing county forest roads eligible for transportation aids under s. 

86.315 (1) Wis. Stats. 

4. Identify areas on the county forest where access is limited or restricted. 

5. Identify the provisions and criteria that will be policy when addressing access 

management issues on the county forest 

 
730.2 PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS 

Access management efforts on the county forest will be conducted with consideration given 

to public demand and potential economic impacts. However, resource protection factors 

may often dictate the direction of access management decisions. Some considerations which 

impact access management decisions include: 

1. Public access to county forest areas for recreation interests as follows: 

A. Hunting and trapping 

B. Camping  

C. Snowmobiling 

D. ATV use 

E. Motorcycle use 

F. Horseback riding 

G. Scenic driving 

H. Mountain biking 

I. Wildlife observation 
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J. Fishing 

K. Cross country skiing 

L. Hiking  

M. Berry picking 

 
2. Access for the management of forest resources as follows: 

A. Fire Protection 

B. Wildlife openings, trails and flowages 

C. Timber production and transportation 

D. Tree planting and timber stand improvement 

E. Special and endangered resource monitoring 

 
3. Limitations to minimize negative resource impacts as follows: 

A. Soil erosion 

B. Surface water quality decline 

C. Littering and dumping 

D. Illegal hunting 

E. Over utilization and impacts on game species, non-game species and 

endangered resources 

F. Invasive species introduction and spread 

 
4. Other considerations include: 

A. Access for elderly or physically challenged 

B. The need to provide some areas for remote hunting, hiking and sightseeing 

experiences 

C. Maintenance and repair costs 

D. Public safety 

E. Utility corridors 

F. User conflicts 
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730.3 ACCESS PLAN ADMINISTRATION 

The Forestry and Parks Committee, through its agents, shall administer all aspects of access 

management policy on the county forest. Access management requires a degree of 

flexibility, due to changing needs, monetary restrictions and public demand. Public input 

regarding county forest access continues to be encouraged. Review and update of access 

plan specific detail will be conducted by the Committee every two years or as otherwise 

scheduled based on need. A copy of the approved access plan and associated township-level 

maps can be found in Section 1025 of Chapter 1000. 

 
730.4 TRAILS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

The Forestry and Parks Committee has authorized and supported the creation of the Clark 

County Trails Advisory Committee on an as-needed basis. This advisory group has 

functioned effectively in the past and is expected to do so when needed in the future. 

 
730.4.1  Mission of the Trails Advisory Committee 

The mission statement of the Clark County Trails Advisory Committee shall be to work 

with the Clark County Forestry & Parks Department toward a common goal of developing 

and maintaining a trail system that best meets the needs of the Clark County trails user with 

a responsible attitude towards trail safety as well as respect and concern towards its 

environmental impact on the Clark County Forest. 

 
730.4.2  Goals of the Trails Advisory Committee 

Goals of the Clark County Trails Advisory Committee are identified as follows: 

1. Enhance the current county trails program by improving communications between 

trail users and the Forestry and Parks Department. 

2. Educate and improve communications between the various trail user groups with 

regard to the specific needs of each group as well as environmental, safety and 

county concerns. 

3. Function as an advisory committee to the county, including, but not limited to, 

potential ordinance revisions or access management implementations which affect 

trail users. 
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4. To provide thorough recommendations and more diversity in the county forest trail 

system. 

 
730.5 DEMAND DEVELOPMENT/EXCLUSION 

The committee shall receive recommendations and evaluate proposals as presented by other 

individuals and groups that have an interest in road and trail uses and issues. The committee 

may refer such requests to the Trails Advisory Committee for study and recommendation 

before taking action. 

 
Access Plan administration by the Committee may include, but is not limited to, such 

actions as the creation of new roads or trails, closing of existing roads or trails and 

reclassification of existing roads or trails. 

 
735 RECREATION TRAILS 

The county forest road and trail network provides access for many recreational 

opportunities. An important role of the forest is to provide sustainable recreational trails that 

do not cause long-term natural resource damage and that are compatible with other uses. 

Management activities adjacent to recreational trails will be evaluated on a case-by-case 

basis. Where deemed necessary, management alterations will be made to accommodate the 

recreational use. The committee has the authority to open, close or relocate trails.  

 
Organized trail uses and group sponsored activities must submit a special event application 

and be issued a special event permit for use of a trail or facility that is outside of its intended 

purpose (scope) and/or when charging a monetary admission and/or participation fee. The 

county minimum liability insurance coverage may be required depending on facility use and 

group sponsored activity. 

 

All recreational uses, motorized and non-motorized, of the County Forest are detailed in 

Chapter 900. 
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740 PLAN SPECIFIC DETAIL 

Maps for permanent primary roads and all trail systems are appended in Chapter 1020.  

Detail for permanent secondary roads and temporary roads is also provided in Chapter 

1025, with all road segments delineated and numbered. The Forestry and Parks office 

maintains the G.I.S.-based mapping system that may be queried to show each numbered 

road segment on a scale map of choice.    

 
745 ACCESS PLAN ENFORCEMENT 

Individuals who fail to comply with the provisions set forth in the approved Clark County 

Access Plan are subject to violation notices or citations under Clark County Code of 

Ordinances, Chapter 28. Violation notices may be issued by law enforcement or authorized 

Forestry and Parks personnel and can result in citation if an individual fails to pay the 

penalty within 30 days of issuance. 

 
Vehicles that are found to be stuck on property managed by the Clark County Forestry and 

Parks Department will be removed and towed by an approved tow company at the expense 

of the vehicle owner. The owner of the vehicle will be provided a list of approved tow 

companies to contact for removal based on the tow equipment that will be required for 

recovery as determined by department personnel or a Clark County Sheriff Deputy. The 

vehicle must be recovered within 24 hours after the owner is notified. If the vehicle is not 

recovered within 24 hours after the owner is notified, an approved tow company will be 

contacted directly by the department or a Sheriff’s Deputy. Department employees and 

Sheriff Deputies are authorized to contact appropriate tow companies to remove stuck 

vehicles if the owner cannot be reached. The tow company will take possession of said 

vehicle in accordance with State and local laws. 

 
Abandoned vehicles on properties managed by the Clark County Forestry and Parks 

Department are governed by the Clark County Code of Ordinances, Sec. 28-52 and Sec. 28-

53 and s. 66.0139 Wis. Stats. Any vehicles deemed abandoned by the Department or a 

Sheriff’s Deputy may be removed in accordance with the Clark County Code of Ordinances 

and applicable State laws. Department employees and Sheriff Deputies will use the list of 
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approved tow companies as per this policy. The tow company will take possession of said 

vehicle in accordance with State and local laws. A copy of the Clark County Forestry and 

Parks policy for removal of stuck or abandoned vehicles can be found in Chapter 1000. 

 
750 ACCESS TO PRIVATE LANDS 

Applications by private parties to build or improve access roads through county forest land 

will be considered by the Committee on a case-by-case basis. The following stipulations 

will be adhered to before an "Access Permit" is granted: 

1. Access across county forestlands must be demonstrated by the applicant as the route 

of last resort and the applicant must document proposed uses. 

2. No legal easement will be granted, just permission to cross county lands via permit. 

3. A fee for access permits will be established, approved and periodically reviewed by 

the Committee and made part of the Department’s fee schedule. 

4. The permit is non-transferable. New landowners must submit a new application for 

Committee approval and pay any applicable fees if approved to continue the land 

use agreement. 

5. Road improvements and upgrading must be approved and will be supervised by the 

forestry department staff. Prior notification of three (3) days is required before work 

starts. 

6. All wood cut is the property of Clark County 

7. Roadway must be open to the public through county land. No gate will be erected on 

county land. 

8. The county continues full ownership of the improved roadway; however, it shall not 

be liable for maintenance or upkeep of the road. 

9. Permittee waives any rights to any declaration of ownership or interest in the road 

on county land as a result of this “Access Permit”. The access permit is granted 

upon the signature and any fees being received by Clark County. 
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800 CHAPTER OBJECTIVES  

1. To communicate to the public, the County Board of Supervisors and the 

Wisconsin DNR the integrated resource approach that forestry, wildlife and other 

natural resource staff will use on the Clark County Forest during this planning 

period. 

2. To define "Ecological Management Units" that will identify and summarize the 

natural resources, social and physical management potential and opportunities for 

each unit. The complete Ecological Management Unit Plan is found in chapter 

3000 and summarized in chapter 845. 

 
805 INTEGRATED RESOURCE MANAGEMENT APPROACH 

Integrated Resource Management is defined as: "the simultaneous consideration of 

ecological, physical, economic and social aspects of lands, waters and resources in 

developing and implementing multiple-use, sustained yield management" (Helms, 1998). 

  
This balance of ecological, economic and social factors is the framework within which 

the Clark County Forest is managed. This broad definition describes the content of 

everything within this county forest comprehensive land use plan. Previous chapters have 

discussed in depth many of the social and economic issues. 

 
Management of one resource affects the management or use of other resources in an area. 

Managing each use or resource by itself is less effective than managing all of them in an 

integrated way. This is a field-level approach to integrated resource management. 

Management decisions are made while considering each site is part of a larger ecosystem. 

Similarly, the development and implementation of this county forest comprehensive land 

use plan also considers other planning efforts in order to provide for broader scale 

management. 

  
The working definition of Integrated Resource Management means, in large part, 

keeping natural communities of plants and animals and their environments healthy 

and productive so people can enjoy and benefit from them now and in the future.   
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The remainder of this chapter is written to help communicate how the county forest is 

managed on an integrated resource approach. 

 
810  SUSTAINABLE FORESTRY 

The definition of sustainable forestry in the Wisconsin Administrative Code and the 

Wisconsin Statutes is as follows: 

 
“…the practice of managing dynamic forest ecosystems to provide ecological, 

economic, social and cultural benefits for present and future generations” (NR 

44.03(12) Wis. Adm. Code and s.28.04(1)(e), Wis. Stats). 

 
For the purpose of this chapter, sustainable forestry will be interpreted as the 

management of the Forest to meet the needs of the present without knowingly 

compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs (economic, 

social and ecological) by practicing a land stewardship ethic which integrates the 

growing, nurturing and harvesting of trees for useful products with the conservation 

of soil, air and water quality and wildlife and fish habitat.  This process is dynamic 

and changes as we learn from past management. 

 
810.1   TOOLS IN INTEGRATED RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 

 

810.1.1  Compartment Recon 

The County will support and utilize the compartment reconnaissance procedures as set 

forth by the DNR Public Forest Lands Handbook 2460.5. WisFIRS serves as the database 

for housing recon information.  

 
Compartment recon data provides valuable planning information and guides future 

management decisions. Current data is vital for making sound management decisions.  

Obsolescence begins the day it is collected. To minimize obsolescence, recon data should 

be updated as changes are observed or created and on a regular basis. Clark County will 

strive to maintain current recon data by updating stand data every 10 years. 

            810.1.2   Forest Habitat Classification System 
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The Forest Habitat Classification System (A Guide to Forest Communities and Habitat 

Types of Northern Wisconsin Second Edition, Kotar, et al.; A Guide to Forest 

Communities and Habitat Types of Central and Southern Wisconsin Second Edition, 

Kotar, et al.) is a natural classification system for forest communities and the sites on 

which they develop. It utilizes systematic interpretation of natural vegetation with 

emphasis on understory species. 

 
The Forest Habitat Classification System is an ecological tool that promotes a common 

language for interpreting site capability based on potential natural vegetation. Its primary 

use is the assessment of biological potential of upland forest sites. Through the 

application of Forest Habitat Classification, land managers are better able to assess site 

potential of current stands, identify ecological and silvicultural alternatives, predict the 

effectiveness of possible silvicultural treatments, assess feasible management alternatives 

and choose appropriate management objectives. 

 
Data has been collected in order to classify the entire forest. This information is made 

part of the compartment recon data and verified during regular field inspections. This 

data should also be compared to soil survey information in order to associate the 

relationships between forest habitat types and soil types. Forest Habitat Classification 

Types are discussed in greater detail in the Clark County "Ecological Management Plan" 

(Chapter 3000). 

 
810.1.3  Soil Surveys 

Forestry staff's knowledge of forest ecology and their experience across the landscape can 

assist in associating forest habitat types and site indices with soil type information. These 

associations can be beneficial in determining management prescriptions for specific sites. 

WisFIRS contains soil survey data, and this information can also be found on the NRCS 

website-based soil survey.  

 
810.1.4   Ecological Landscapes of Wisconsin  

The Wisconsin DNR uses Ecological Landscapes of Wisconsin (WDNR Handbook 

1805.1), which is an ecological land classification system based on the National 

Hierarchical Framework of Ecological Units (NHFEU). Ecological landscapes 
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distinguish land areas different from one another in ecological characteristics. A 

combination of physical and biological factors, including climate, geology, topography, 

soils, water and vegetation, are used. They provide a useful tool and insight into 

ecosystem management. Land areas identified and mapped in this manner are known as 

ecological units.  

 

Generally accepted silvicultural systems are prescribed on a stand level scale, in 

recognition of the position within an ecological landscape.  

 
810.1.5   Integrated Pest Management 

Integrated Pest Management for the purpose of this plan is defined as follows: 

 
The maintenance of destructive agents, including insects, at tolerable levels, by the 

planned use of a variety of preventive, suppressive or regulatory tactics and 

strategies that are ecologically and economically efficient and socially acceptable.   

 
The Committee has the authority to approve and direct the use of pesticides and other 

reasonable alternatives in an integrated pest management program on the Forest. 

Refer to Chapter 600 (610.3) for more detailed discussion and integrated pest 

management strategies. 

 
 810.1.6   Best Management Practices for Water Quality 

The most practical and cost-effective method to assure that forestry operations do not 

adversely affect water quality on the County Forest is to utilize "best management 

practices" (BMPs) as described in Wisconsin's Forestry Best Management Practices for 

Water Quality. Publication number FR-093. 

 

Consistent with the aforementioned manual (page 6), Clark County will use BMPs on the 

Forest with the understanding that the application of BMPs may be modified for specific 

site conditions with guidance from a forester or other natural resource professional. 

Modifications will provide equal or greater water quality protection or have no impact on 

water quality. Areas with highly erodible soil types, proximity to streams or lakes or 

steep slopes may require mitigating measures in excess of those outlined in the manual.  
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All Clark County employees practicing forestry will receive BMP training. Additionally, 

Clark County will encourage BMP training of all logging contractors that operate on 

County timber sales. 

 
810.1.7  Fire Management  

Reference Chapter 600.  

 
810.1.7.1  Prescribed Fire 

Use of prescribed fire as a management tool continues to gain importance on the 

Clark County Forest. Controlled burns are used to rejuvenate native grass 

openings and prepare for natural oak regeneration, benefiting both wildlife and 

silviculture. Many of the plant communities present today are the result of 

wildfires. 

 
As the needs are presented to regenerate or maintain timber types or other plant 

communities, the Committee will examine the costs and benefits of each 

opportunity. Increased regulations, the County’s cost of completing the burn and 

the risk of breakouts and uncontrolled fires will have to be considered with any 

benefits of vegetation management through prescribed burning. 

 
All prescribed burning will be done in accordance with Wisconsin State Statutes 

26.12, 26.14, the DNR Prescribed Burn Handbook 4360.5, and in cooperation 

with the Department of Natural Resources, per section 605.5 of this plan. 

 
810.1.7.2  Wildfires 

Wildfires, under certain conditions and on appropriate sites, may benefit the forest 

and help achieve some management goals. Examples of possible benefits include 

stimulation of barrens habitat and promoting natural regeneration of Jack Pine, 

Oak, White Birch and other beneficial species. Clark County, in collaboration 

with DNR fire control, may consider allowing wildfires to burn up to natural 

barriers. Fire behavior, risk of breakout, timber value and anticipated benefits will 

all need to be evaluated prior to making a decision. In addition to the silvicultural 

and wildlife benefits gained from allowing fire to burn up to a natural barrier, 
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elimination of fire plow lines will minimize harmful soil disturbance and possible 

invasive species establishment. 

 
 810.1.8   Outside Expertise, Studies and Survey 

Additional data necessary to make management decisions on the County Forest will be 

sought from agencies or individuals who have the best capability and technical expertise, 

including, but not limited to:    

1. Water Resources:  WDNR 

2. Wildlife Resources: WDNR 

3. Soil Resources: NRCS 

4. Mineral Resources: WDNR 

5. Wetland Resources: WDNR, Army Corps of Engineers, County Zoning  

6. Navigable Streams: WDNR, Army Corps of Engineers, County Zoning 

7. Floodplains:  County Zoning  

8. Cultural Resources:  WDNR, State Historical Society 

9. Entomology / Pathology: WDNR 

10. Endangered Resources: WDNR 

11. Forestry:  Cooperative Field Trials, see WDNR website 

12. Other subjects as needed  

 
810.1.9   Local Silvicultural Field Trials 

To date, numerous field trials have been completed or are ongoing on the Clark County 

Forest.  These trials include: 

1. Use of prescribed fire to encourage oak regeneration. 

2. Direct seeding of jack pine and white pine. 

3. Thin aspen to increase growth rates and produce higher value products. 

4. Red pine productivity; thinned vs unthinned. 

5. Permanent oak regeneration plots. 

6. Optimizing oak thinning regimes in northern and central Wisconsin. 

7. Demonstrating & assessing the integration of MFL and deer habitat management. 

8. Fire history of transitional mixed conifer forests 

9. NRCS water table study 
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815 MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS TO REDUCE LOSS 

815.1 RISK FACTORS  

 815.1.1 Wind 

Extreme wind events are unpredictable and can be localized or large scale in nature. 

Trees and forest stands that are healthy and growing in their optimal habitat have reduced 

risk of damage from wind. Active forest management that incorporates Forest Habitat 

Classification guidance promotes healthy trees and forests that are well adapted to their 

optimal soils and habitats, thus reducing their susceptibility to wind throw.  

 
 815.1.2 Flooding 

Floods can affect floodplain and low-lying vegetation in some areas; however, the bigger 

impact to forest management is flood damage to road and trail infrastructure. Damaged 

infrastructure must be properly fixed to ensure planned silvicultural work continues on 

the County Forest. Proper application of Water Quality BMPs during road and trail 

construction and maintenance will enhance the infrastructures ability to handle flood 

events and lower the risk of catastrophic failure. 

 
 815.1.3 Fire 

As unmanaged forest stands mature, they tend to accumulate fine and coarse woody 

debris in the understory and more standing snags in the canopy layers. Accumulation of 

fuels increases risk of ignition, and more fuel is directly associated with increased fire 

severity if a fire becomes established. Promoting young forests and maintaining healthy 

older forests with appropriate silvicultural techniques reduces fuel build up in the 

understory and reduces ladder fuels to the canopy. Both of these helps reduce the risk of 

wildfire ignition and overall severity.  

 
 815.1.4 Climate Change 

Climate change has the potential to affect many aspects of forest ecosystems. Rising 

temperatures, longer growing seasons and changes in precipitation patterns could all have 

positive or negative effects on tree species (depending on tree physiology) and forest 

stands (depending on the species makeup and site location). Natural disturbance regimes, 

such as fires or wind storms, could also change in frequency and/or severity, which 
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would alter natural succession of native forest ecosystems. Pests and diseases could 

become more severe with longer growing seasons, and the possibility of new pathogens 

moving northward is a concern. The County is committed to implementing integrated 

management strategies, as described in Chapter 805, and therefore will continually strive 

to keep natural communities of plants and animals and their environments healthy and 

productive. 

 
 815.1.5 Timber markets 

Timber markets are constantly changing both up and down in reaction to many economic 

and environmental variables. The County strives to offset these fluctuations by offering a 

variety of wood products and species at each bid letting. This variety helps ensure that the 

County is not severely impacted financially to sudden market downturns of individual 

product categories. This strategy also helps the County maintain relatively consistent 

timber revenue on a year-to-year basis. 
 
Changes to timber markets can affect local silviculture practices. If markets for species or 

forest products change or disappear for a length of time, the county will explore new 

market opportunities and silviculture strategies to effectively manage the Count Forest.  

If or when markets rebound, the priority will be to catch up on the backlog management 

activities that were not feasible without those markets. 

 
820 PLANT COMMUNITIES MANAGEMENT 

Clark County recognizes the importance of maintaining the diversity of the forest under 

an ecosystem approach. The process involved in making management decisions to 

encourage or not encourage specific species or communities is complex. It includes an 

understanding of: 

1. County goals and objectives. 

2. Forest productivity. 

3. Economic potential. 

4. Social needs. 

5. Integration of landforms, soils, climate and vegetative factors. 

6. Application of habitat type classification to identify ecological potentials and 

silvicultural alternatives. 
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7. Past, present and future desired condition. 

8. Surrounding ownership patterns and general objectives. 

9. Wildlife habitat and other values. 

 

820.1   SILVICULTURAL PRACTICES/TREATMENTS 

Silviculture is the art and science of controlling forest composition, structure and growth 

to maintain and enhance the forest’s utility for any purpose. These practices are based on 

research and general silviculture knowledge of the species being managed. The goal is to 

encourage vigor within all developmental stages of forest stands, managed in an even 

aged or uneven aged system. The application of silviculture to a diverse forest needs a 

unified, systematic approach. The DNR Public Forest Lands Handbook (2460.5) and 

DNR Silvicultural Guidance will be used as guidelines for management practices used on 

the County Forest.  

 
           820.1.1   Natural Regeneration 

Where feasible, natural regeneration will be encouraged through the use of silvicultural 

methods or cultural activities including, but not limited to, clearcuts, shelterwood cuts, 

strip cuts, select cuts and seed tree cuts. These practices can be enhanced by additional 

methods, including the cutting of non-merchantable trees following harvest, by 

scarification before or after cutting for natural seeding, by prescribed burning and/or by 

chemical treatment. These methods can be used alone or in combination, depending on 

the needs of the site. The Silvicultural & Aesthetics Handbook (DNR Hbk. #2431.5) shall 

be used as a reference in determining timing, techniques and adequacy of both natural 

and artificial regeneration. 

 
 820.1.1.1   Clearcutting/Coppice 

 Clearcutting is a silvicultural method used to regenerate shade-intolerant species. 

Complete or nearly complete removal of the forest canopy will stimulate the 

regeneration and growth of species such as aspen, jack pine and white birch.  This 

method is also used as a final rotation removal in species such as red oak, red pine 

and others. Tree retention guidelines and BMPs for water quality are followed 

when prescribing clearcut or coppice cuts. 
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 820.1.1.2   Shelterwood/Seed Tree 

 Shelterwood harvest is a method used to regenerate mid-shade tolerant and shade 

tolerant species. Partial canopies stimulate regeneration, enhance growth and can 

provide seed source. Canopies are eventually removed. This method is used for 

white birch, white pine, red oak and northern hardwood (when managing even 

aged). 

 
 820.1.1.3   Overstory Removal 

 Overstory Removal is a silvicultural method in which the stand overstory is 

removed in one cut to provide release of established seedlings and saplings. This 

method has also been referred to as a natural shelterwood or a one-cut 

shelterwood. 

 
 Overstory removal results in an even-aged stand structure as opposed to uneven-

aged. It differs from the clearcut and the coppice regeneration methods in that 

seedling and sapling regeneration is established prior to overstory removal. It 

differs from the shelterwood and seed tree methods in that no manipulation of the 

overstory is needed to establish regeneration. This method mimics natural 

deterioration of the overstory, but at an accelerated rate, with the entire overstory 

removed in a relatively short period of time, and most coarse woody debris 

removed. 

 
 820.1.1.4   All Aged Regeneration Harvests 

 All aged regeneration harvests are used in shade-tolerant species. Gaps in the 

forest canopy allow regeneration to occur throughout the stand. Over time, 

multiple entries into the stand will create a multiple-age class structure with the 

intent of creating a fully regulated stand. All aged regeneration harvests may be 

prescribed in the form of single tree selection, group selection or patch selection.  

This method is used in northern hardwood and occasionally in swamp hardwoods 

(when managing for all aged). 

 
 820.1.1.5   Prescribed Burning 

 Prescribed burning may be utilized as a tool to promote regeneration. A number 
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of forest types in Clark County are ecologically tied to fire. Burning may create 

seeding conditions or release regeneration from competing vegetation. On the 

Clark County Forest, prescribed fire is mainly used for the regeneration of red and 

white oak. See section 605.4 for more details. 

 
 820.1.1.6 Soil Scarification  

 Scarification is a technique used to prepare a seedbed beneath forest stands 

scheduled for harvest and regeneration. This mechanical disturbance exposes bare 

mineral seedbeds and creates conditions necessary for regeneration of oak or pine 

species. Disturbance that mixes seed into duff and soil layers creates optimal 

conditions for regeneration of oak, white birch, jack pine and others. Clark 

County utilizes salmon blades, root rakes, straight blade and anchor chains for soil 

scarification. 

 
820.1.1.7 Removal of Non-Merchantable Residual Trees 

 To meet certain silvicultural objectives, the cutting of non-merchantable residual 

trees may be required as part of a timber sale contract. This requirement will 

normally be included in the contract when stand evaluation indicates that the 

density of non-merchantable trees following harvest is likely to inhibit the growth 

of desirable shade-intolerant tree species. Non-merchantable residual tree removal 

may also be done by post-sale contractor or by county crews if it cannot be done 

as part of the timber sale contract and if funding and labor sources are available. 

 
 820.1.1.8 Other 

 Other natural regeneration techniques may be considered where necessary and 

appropriate. New methods for natural regeneration are continually tested for 

effectiveness. 

 
            820.1.2   Artificial Regeneration 

             When natural regeneration fails, or when tree species present do not coincide with 

management objectives for the site, artificial means will be employed to establish a 

desirable stand of trees. Artificial regeneration on a site usually requires some form of 

site preparation followed by seeding or planting. 
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  820.1.2.1 Mechanical Site Preparation 

  Mechanical site preparation includes the use of soil disturbance equipment such 

as a disc, roller chopper, patch scarifier, disk trencher or V-plow prior to tree 

planting or seeding. These types of equipment are used to reduce logging debris to 

a smaller size, incorporate debris into the soil, clear brush and debris from the 

site, expose bare mineral soil and reduce competition from other vegetation. 

 
  820.1.2.2 Chemical Site Preparation 

Herbicide application can be an effective means of controlling unwanted 

vegetation in order to establish seedlings or plantations. Herbicides shall be used 

cautiously and with consideration of all management objectives. Chemicals will 

be selected and applied in strict accordance with label recommendations and 

requirements. The objective of herbicide use is not to kill all competing 

vegetation, but rather to kill or set back competing vegetation only enough to 

establish a reasonably stocked stand of desirable trees. Proximity to private lands, 

residences, highways and other public use areas must be considered in selecting 

both the type of herbicide and the means of application. Herbicides can be applied 

with hand-held equipment, by motorized ground-based equipment or aircraft. A 

written prescription for each herbicide application will be prepared, kept on file 

and be made available to the primary applicator. 

 
  820.1.2.3   Prescribed Burning 

  As preparation for artificial regeneration, prescribed burning can be used to 

reduce logging debris, clear the site, kill/set back unwanted vegetation and to 

release nutrients into the soil. See section 605.4 for more details. 

 
  820.1.2.4 Tree Planting and Seeding 

Both machine and/or hand planting/seeding will be utilized to ensure adequate 

regeneration. The selection of species will be determined according to the specific 

management objectives and capabilities of each site. Planting or seeding will 

primarily occur in areas where natural regeneration is inadequate or conflicts with 

the management goals of the site. Clark County will make all reasonable efforts to 
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source seeds/seedlings from local genetics. Planting/seeding may also be 

employed to maintain a desirable species distribution on the forest for purposes 

such as aesthetics, biodiversity and wildlife.  

 
            820.1.3   Intermediate Treatments 

Intermediate treatments are those practices used to enhance the health and vigor of a 

forest stand. In general, intermediate treatments are applied to forest stands managed as 

even-aged. 

 
     820.1.3.1   Mechanical Release 

Mechanical release is the removal of competing vegetation by means other than 

herbicide or fire. Mechanical includes releasing desirable trees from competing 

vegetation using chain saws or other hand-held equipment or mowing to release 

regeneration. 

 
In general, most thinning needs are accomplished through commercial harvest 

operations. Non-commercial thinning (TSI) may be considered if the individual 

site requirements, funding and/or available labor make it cost-effective and 

feasible. 

 
     820.1.3.2    Chemical Release 

Chemical Release is the removal of competing vegetation from desirable trees 

through the use of herbicides. It should be used sparingly and in situations where 

mechanical treatment is not expected to provide the level of vegetative control 

needed. Chemicals will be applied in strict accordance with label 

recommendations and requirements and under the oversight of a certified 

applicator. A written prescription for each herbicide application will be prepared 

and kept on file. 

 
  820.1.3.3 Thinning/Intermediate Cuts 

Management of some even-aged forest types necessitates the use of commercial 

thinning, also known as intermediate harvests, to maintain forest health and vigor. 

Thinning is generally prescribed in forest types such as red pine, red oak and in 
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cases of even aged hardwood management. Thinning may be prescribed on other 

even-aged types as appropriate and where feasible. Intermediate harvests include 

prescriptions for residual densities, marking priorities, spacing, crown closure, 

diameter distribution or other measurements. 

   
  820.1.3.4 Pruning 

  Pruning will be considered mainly for well-formed conifer and oak species that 

are growing on high-quality sites. Pruning is conducted when deemed 

economically feasible or other benefits will be achieved. Pruning is also 

conducted along recreational trails on the county forest. 

 
820.2 SILVICULTURAL PRESCRIPTIONS 

             820.2.1   Even-Aged Management   

Even-Aged means that a forest stand is composed of trees having relatively small 

differences in age. Typical cutting practices include: coppice, shelterwood cutting, 

overstory removal and seed-tree cutting. Even-aged management is generally required to 

manage shade intolerant, early-successional forest types. The primary even-aged tree 

species found on the Clark County forest are described below. Preferred habitat types, 

rotation ages and harvest scheduling are described in detail in the Ecological 

Management Unit Plan found in Chapter 3000. 

 
        820.2.1.1  Aspen  

Aspen is a “pioneer” tree species generally growing in even-aged stands 

regenerated following a major disturbance. Aspen often outgrows other associated 

species and can form nearly pure stands. In undisturbed stands, more tolerant 

associates will replace aspen through natural succession (WI DNR Silviculture HB 

24315.41). Aspen, throughout all its growth stages from sapling to maturity, 

provides critical habitat elements for a variety of species, with some like the 

ruffed grouse finding their entire life requirement within this community.  

Although aspen is the most common timber type within the Clark County Forest, 

its percentage throughout the lake states has been steadily declining for the last 25 

years. This decline is primarily due to a lack of harvest of over-mature stands, 
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especially on private lands. Aspen management on the county forest will attempt 

to maintain the current acreage of this important type by natural means, to 

continue the existing diversity and abundance of forest wildlife. 

 Shade tolerance:  Intolerant 

 Primary Regeneration: Natural 

 Harvest Methods:  Intermediate thinning (see EMU Plan) 

Clearcutting with coppice 

 Economic Value:  Fiber production/bolts 

 Insect/Disease Issues: Forest Tent Caterpillars, Hypoxylon and 

other cankers 

 
820.2.1.2  Oak 

Oaks are a fire-dependent trees species and oak communities are recognized as 

vulnerable within the State of Wisconsin because they are declining across their 

natural range due to the suppression of fire on the landscape. Oak is a high value 

species for timber production. The value of the oak type to a large number of 

wildlife species has been well documented throughout its range. Acorns are the 

most important food item for a great number of forest species during the fall and 

winter months. Mature oak trees provide valuable cover, den sites, hunting 

perches and roosts for a variety of species. Oak communities are important not 

only for the trees themselves but also for the diverse forb and shrub layer found 

within the stands. Oak management on the county forest will attempt to maintain 

or increase the current acreage of this important type by natural means supported 

by intensive site manipulation if needed and continue the existing diversity and 

abundance of forest wildlife. 

 Shade tolerance:  Intermediate 

 Primary Regeneration: Natural w/site manipulation 

 Harvest Methods:  Pre-commercial TSI 

Intermediate thinning (see EMU Plan) 

Site Preparation 

Shelterwood 
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Overstory removal 

 Economic Value:  Fiber production/bolts/sawlogs production 

 Insect/Disease Issues: Oak Wilt, Gypsy Moth and Two-Lined 

Chestnut Borer 

 
820.2.1.3  Red Maple 

Red Maple is a “super generalist” tree species that can be found growing 

throughout Wisconsin in almost every habitat. Red Maple is able to thrive in a 

wide variety of habitats mainly due to its low resource requirements (WI DNR 

Silviculture HB 24315.51). In the absence of fire, forest management or other 

stand altering events, Red Maple can outcompete and replace other tree species 

that require those events to propagate. Red Maple is expected to increase in 

acreage on the Clark County Forest in the absence of active forest management at 

the expense of oak and aspen cover types.  Red Maple is a prolific producer of 

seed, and stump sprouts readily after harvest. The stump sprouts can be heavily 

browsed by deer, leading to poorly formed multi-stemmed trees. Red Maple 

management on the county forest will attempt to maintain or reduce the current 

acreage of this forest generalist in favor of oak and aspen where practical. 

 Shade tolerance:  Tolerant 

 Primary Regeneration: Natural 

 Harvest Methods:  Intermediate thinning (see EMU Plan) 

Overstory removal with root 

sprouting/coppice 

 Economic Value:  Fiber production/bolts/sawlogs (single stem) 

 Insect/Disease Issues:  Anthracnose and several cankers 

 
820.2.1.4  White Pine 

White pine was a more common component of northern and central Wisconsin 

forested landscapes in the pre-European settlement era than at present. Natural 

disturbance regimes, which created conditions conducive to white pine, have been 

severely altered. The historical cutover and fires that followed significantly 

reduced white pine occurrence across its natural range. Loamy sands and sandy 
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loams present the best opportunities for white pine management. These soils types 

are very prominent on the Clark County Forest, and, as a result, white pine is 

abundant and regenerates very well locally. White pine is expected to increase in 

acreage on the Clark County Forest in the absence of active forest management at 

the expense of oak and aspen cover types on loamy sand and sandy loam sites. 

White pine is an important tree for a number of wildlife species. Retaining larger 

white pine trees during intermediate thinning results in habitats similar to those in 

the later stages of stand development. White pine management on the county 

forest will attempt to maintain the current acreage of this important type. This will 

be done by favoring aspen and oak on appropriate sites and promoting white pine 

on appropriate sites to continue the existing diversity and abundance of forest 

wildlife. 

• Shade Tolerance:   Intermediate 

• Primary Regeneration:  Natural 

• Harvest Methods:  Intermediate thinning (see EMU plan), 

Overstory removal  

• Economic Value:   Fiber production, Sawlogs 

• Insect/Disease Issues:  White Pine Blister Rust, White Pine Tip 

Weevil, Pine bark beetle 

 
820.2.1.5  Red Pine 
Red pine is a native species adapted to a disturbance regime characterized by 

periodic ground fires and infrequent crown fires. In Clark County, red pine is very 

near to the southern edge of its natural range and, as a result, may be more 

vulnerable to the effects of climate change compared to other tree species. Red 

pine is considered genetically uniform, exhibiting relatively limited genetic 

variation throughout its geographic range. It most commonly occurs on dry sands 

in historically fire-prone landscapes. Red pine provides habitat and shelter for 

wildlife. Seeds of red pine can be an important food source for some mammals 

and birds. Because red pine is a long-lived tree, it can serve as a legacy during 

either natural or artificial stand regeneration. Individual trees or small groups can 

be important to many wildlife species as nesting platforms or as cavity producers. 
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Red pine management on the county forest will attempt to maintain the current 

acreage of this important type primarily by artificial means, but naturally 

occurring red pine stands should be maintained or regenerated whenever possible 

to continue the existing diversity and abundance of forest wildlife. 

 Shade tolerance:  Intolerant 

 Primary Regeneration: Primarily artificial 

 Harvest Methods:  Site Preparation 

Planting 

Intermediate thinning (see EMU Plan) 

Clearcut  

 Economic Value:  Fiber production, sawlogs, utility poles 

 Insect/Disease Issues: Heterobasidion root disease (HRD), pocket 

mortality, pine bark beetle, diplodia 

 
820.2.1.6  Jack Pine 
Jack pine is a pioneer tree species that historically regenerated almost exclusively 

after forest fires. However, with the advent of modern fire suppression practices, 

conditions for successful jack pine regeneration have been greatly diminished, 

resulting in a decline of the jack pine cover type across its range. Over much of its 

natural range, jack pine bears predominantly serotinous cones, but along the 

southern range limit, cones are sometimes non-serotinous, as is the case in Clark 

County. Because Clark County is near the southern edge of the natural range for 

jack pine, it may be more vulnerable to climate change. Locally, jack pine has 

been naturally managed successfully on moist sands and peats, where seasonally 

high water tables can provide suitable conditions for seed germination and 

seedling development. Naturally occurring jack pine stands should be maintained 

or regenerated whenever possible. On the outwash sands in EMU 3, jack pine is 

regenerated primarily by artificial means in the absence of fire on this barrens 

landscape. Jack pine stands provide an important habitat component for forest 

wildlife in Clark County, including several endangered/threatened species. Jack 

pine management on the county forest will attempt to maintain the current acreage 

of this important type by natural and artificial means, to continue the existing 
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diversity and abundance of forest wildlife. 

 Shade tolerance:  Intolerant 

 Primary Regeneration: Natural/Artificial (site dependent) 

 Harvest Methods:  Clearcut 

 Economic Value:  Fiber production 

 Insect/Disease Issues:  Jake pine budworm, pine bark beetle 

 
820.2.2   Uneven-Aged Management 
A forest stand composed of trees in various age and size classes. The typical cutting 

practice is selection cutting, where individual trees are removed from the stand. 

Regeneration is continually occurring after the stand is cut. Uneven-aged management is 

generally used to manage shade-tolerant forest types.   

  
820.2.2.1  Northern Hardwoods 

These are stands dominated by shade tolerant and mid-shade tolerant species. In 

the Clark County Forest, northern hardwood stands are typically dominated by a 

northern red oak overstory with sugar maple, ash and basswood regenerating in 

the understory. Northern hardwood stands occur primarily on mesic sites that do 

not occur commonly on the Clark County Forest. In the absence of fire, the mesic 

sites that are found on the Clark County Forest are regenerating with northern 

hardwood species, and in many cases, these species will replace the overstory 

northern red oak currently occupying the sites. Due to past management activities 

on the forest, most northern hardwood sites will be even-aged to start with and 

will need to be actively managed, over time, to achieve uneven-aged 

characteristics and structure. Northern hardwood management on preferred sites 

will increase diversity within the Clark County Forest.   

 Shade tolerance:  Tolerant & Intermediate 

 Primary Regeneration: Natural 

 Harvest Methods:  Group and single-tree selection 

 Economic Value:  Fiber production/bolts/sawlogs 

 Insect/Disease Issues:  Gypsy Moth and Emerald Ash Borer  
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820.3 LOCALLY UNCOMMON TREES/FOREST TYPES 

 The presence or lack of a particular tree species is dependent on land capability, climate, 

natural range, natural or human disturbance and many other factors. The following trees 

and types are considered uncommon on the Clark County Forest and likely across the 

general region. These trees may be left as reserves in even-aged management 

prescriptions, in thinnings or in all-aged regeneration harvests. 

 
820.3.1   American Elm (Ulmus americana) is scarce primarily due to Dutch elm 

disease. Healthy-looking elm may be left uncut in hope that they may continue on the 

landscape as potential resistant seed sources. Where possible, during silvicultural 

operations, efforts may be made to encourage regeneration of the American Elm. 

 
820.3.2   Butternut (Juglans cinerea) is declining due to butternut canker. Butternut 

occurs in small numbers on the county forest, primarily in Seif Township. Healthy 

individuals that appear to be canker free will be reserved in the forest as potential 

resistant seed sources. Where possible during silvicultural operations, efforts may be 

made to encourage regeneration of Butternut. This may include cutting to encourage 

stump sprouts in certain situations. 

 
820.3.3   Eastern Hemlock (Tsuga canodensis) is at the edge of its natural range in the 

Clark County Forest. Widespread logging, followed by fires in the early 1900s, reduced 

the component of hemlock in Clark County. Only one relict grove of eastern hemlock and 

a few scattered individuals remain in the Clark County Forest. Management near existing 

hemlock will encourage the expansion of this species. 

 
820.3.4   Yellow Birch (Betula alleghaniensis) is widely distributed across Wisconsin but 

found primarily in swamps and rich mesic forests. Yellow birch have intermediate shade 

tolerance and often regenerate on old stumps or decaying logs. On the Clark County 

Forest, yellow birch is locally uncommon and can be found in riparian areas with rich 

soils growing as individuals. Management near or in RMZ areas and on rich mesic sites 

should include leaving yellow birch as a seed source. Where possible, during silvicultural 

operations, efforts may be made to encourage regeneration of yellow birch including 

retention of coarse woody debris in preferred habitat areas. 
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820.4 FOREST TYPES REQUIRING INTENSIVE EFFORT TO REGENERATE 

 There are certain forest types within the County Forest that are difficult to regenerate. In 

many cases, this difficulty may be related to the exclusion of fire from the landscape, 

deer herbivory or other factors. The following list itemizes forest types with difficult 

regeneration and County management goals:  

  
 820.4.1   White Birch (Betula papyrifera) 

 White birch is a shade intolerant species normally found in even aged stands. It appears 

white birch evolved to regenerate after soil exposing disturbances such as fire. The 

County will strive to retain as much of the existing acreage of white birch as possible. 

Presently, the most prolific White Birch regeneration occurs where soil rutting and 

compaction has exposed mineral soils and has suppressed regeneration of aspen and red 

maple. This type of soil disturbance is a violation of timber sale contracts and today 

rarely occurs. In the past, areas that did not quickly regenerate naturally were hand 

planted into conifers. In the future, isolated areas with poor natural regeneration will be 

monitored for potential success of natural white birch seeding; however, if these areas are 

inadequately stocked after 5 years, conifer planting will be considered. 

 
 820.4.2   Northern Red Oak (Quercus rubra) 

The red oak type is widespread across the many soils and habitat types of the county 

forest. However, red oak tends to favor habitat types that are also suitable for northern 

hardwood species. Because red oak is generally intolerant to shade, normal thinning 

practices often tend to promote non-oak species. In many cases, regeneration under 

nearly pure red oak stands tends toward red maple and poor quality sugar maple. Over 

time, this shade-tolerant serial stage will replace red oak. The difficulty in regenerating 

red oak appears to be related to lack of soil disturbance and inadequate sunlight 

conditions, since the regular occurrence of fire is now removed from the landscape. 

 
Silvicultural trials, using prescribed burns coupled with shelterwood harvests, have 

yielded successful red oak regeneration. However, conducting these burns on a large 

scale have proven difficult. Site scarification, thinning prior to final harvest and other 

regeneration methods have all shown promise and will continue to be investigated. 
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Where red oak seedlings and stump sprouts are naturally established following a 

regeneration harvest, pre-commercial release can encourage higher oak composition and 

improved stand quality. The county forest management program will continue to 

encourage the oak timber type in this fashion, as funding and stand conditions allow. 

 
820.5 LEGALLY PROTECTED AND SPECIAL CONCERN PLANT SPECIES 

 There are plants in Wisconsin that are protected under the Federal Endangered Species 

Act, the State Endangered Species Law, or both. On County Forest, no one may cut, root 

up, sever, injure, destroy, remove, transport or carry away a listed plant without a valid 

endangered or threatened species permit. There is an exemption on public lands for 

forestry, agriculture and utility activities under state law. The County will, however, 

make reasonable efforts to minimize impacts to endangered or threatened plants during 

the course of forestry/silviculture activities (typically identified in the timber sale 

narrative). 

 
            The Wisconsin Department Natural Resources Bureau of Natural Heritage Conservation 

tracks information on legally protected plants with the Natural Heritage Inventory (NHI) 

program. The NHI program also tracks Special Concern Species, which are those for 

which some problem of abundance or distribution is suspected, but not yet proven. The 

main purpose of this category is to focus attention on certain species before they become 

threatened or endangered. 

 
           The County has access to this data under a license agreement and is committed to 

reviewing this database for endangered resources that may occur within proposed land 

disturbing project areas.   

 

820.6   GREEN TREE RETENTION GUIDELINES 

 Clark County’s green tree retention guidelines (GTR) can be referenced on pages 11-17 

of the Clark County Forestry & Parks Ecological Management Unit Plan found in 

Chapter 3000. 
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820.7    BIOMASS HARVESTING GUIDELINES 

Compliance will be expected with all General Biomass Harvesting Guidelines as 

described in “Wisconsin’s Forestland Woody Biomass Harvesting Guidelines” published 

by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, publication Pub- FR-435-09. The 

publication can be found at the Wisconsin Council on Forestry website at:  

http://www.wisconsinforestry.org/initiatives/other/woody-biomass  

 

825   ANIMAL SPECIES MANAGEMENT 

Clark County Forest provides a wide range of wildlife habitats: from open 

grasslands/barrens to mature forests, from bogs to forested wetlands, from spring ponds 

to lake shorelines. A primary goal of wildlife management on the Clark County Forest is 

to provide a diversity of healthy ecosystems necessary to sustain and enhance native 

wildlife populations. This forest will be managed primarily to provide habitats for a suite 

of species rather than focusing on a specific species, with exceptions made for Federal or 

State Listed Endangered or Threatened Species. 

 
There are several specialized habitats located within the county forest that are critical for 

the survival of our most popular wildlife species. Aspen-dominated forest habitats are 

found primarily in the lake states and southern Canada and are a common, but important, 

element of the Clark County Forest. Whitetail deer, elk, ruffed grouse, snowshoe hare, 

woodcock, black bear, beaver and numerous species of small mammals and songbirds 

rely heavily on aspen to meet their needs. Aspen maintenance is vital to continuing the 

biodiversity of this region. 

 
Oak species and their associated habitats in the county forest are also critical to the 

survival of some wildlife species. Acorn production provides necessary sustenance for 

deer, squirrels, mice, raccoons, black bear, blue jays and wild turkeys. Oaks also provide 

cavities used as denning sites for many species of birds and numerous mammals. 

 

Grass openings and remnant prairie grass sites are a vital component of Clark County’s 

Forest wildlife habitat. An estimated 150 different wildlife species that range in size from 

black bears to newly emerged leopard frogs utilize grass areas during some part of their 

http://www.wisconsinforestry.org/initiatives/other/woody-biomass
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life cycle. Forest openings are of particular importance for many ground nesting species, 

including mallards, woodcock, cottontail rabbits, mice, songbirds and reptiles. 

 
Marshes, flowages, rivers and streams provide specialized habitat for a multitude of 

aquatic and semi-aquatic species in the county forest. Fish, amphibians, waterfowl, 

shorebirds, wading birds and some species of reptiles and furbearing mammals all require 

aquatic habitat for their livelihood. Many other upland adapted species utilize these water 

areas on a regular basis for feeding and drinking purposes. 

 
A number of endangered, threatened or rare species are found within the county forest.  

The endangered Karner Blue Butterfly is perhaps most notable because of the impact its 

presence has on management and use of those locations where there are known 

populations. Bald eagles are frequently observed and do nest within the forest boundaries. 

Sighting and track reports of gray wolves are common in the county forest. At least ten 

packs have established territories located partly or entirely within the forest.  In the Great 

Lakes Region, including Wisconsin, populations have increased to the point where the 

Fish and Wildlife Service is proposing to remove wolves from the list of Threatened 

Species. Trumpeter Swans, another endangered species, have shown up for extended 

periods on wetlands within the county forest. Several threatened or rare species, including 

bobcats, goshawks, blandings turtles and wood turtles, have all been documented as 

being residents of the county forest. Monitoring the status of all special concern species 

will continue.  

 
825.1   TECHNICAL PLANNING 

Management of wildlife populations on the Clark County Forest falls under the 

jurisdiction of the DNR. The Clark County Forest Ecological Management Plan (Chapter 

3000) was written to address wildlife habitat goals and timber management goals 

simultaneously. This plan resulted from a cooperative effort of the County Foresters, 

DNR foresters, DNR Silviculturalists and local wildlife biologists. 

 

825.2  GUIDELINES  

DNR operational handbooks, including the Public Forest Lands Handbook (2460.5), 
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manual codes and guidance documents, are important references and guidelines to utilize 

in fish and wildlife planning efforts.  

 
825.3 INVENTORY 

Habitat needs will be determined by analysis of forest reconnaissance information. 

Population estimates will be conducted periodically by DNR wildlife staff, endangered 

resources personnel and other trained cooperators. Currently, DNR wildlife staff conduct 

the following surveys on or adjacent to the Clark County Forest: 

1. Summer deer observations 

2. Wild turkey and ruffed grouse brood surveys 

3. Carnivore tracking  

4. Bear bait surveys 

5. Snapshot Wisconsin (trail camera survey) 

6. Bald eagle nest monitoring 

7. Waterfowl surveys 

 
825.4 RESOURCE MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS FOR WILDLIFE 

The following areas of focus are identified for achieving plan objects and for benefit of 

wildlife. 

 
 825.4.1   General Management Policies 

Forest management practices may be modified to benefit wildlife and diversity. The 

following will be considered when planning for management activities:  

1. Even-aged regeneration harvests (clear-cuts) should vary in size and shape and 

include retention considerations. 

2. Diversity of stand age, size and species, including large-scale cuts. 

3. Mast-bearing trees and shrubs, cavity trees and an adequate number and variety of 

snags. 

4. Culling trees (future snag or den trees) not interfering with specific high-value 

trees or future regeneration efforts. 

5. Timber types, habitat conditions and impacts on wildlife. 
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6. Access management: Maintain gate and/or bunker timber access roads and 

wildlife trails and openings per county forest access plan. Plan timber sales and 

other activities to minimize roads and trails. Monitor for invasive plants. 

7. Best management practices for water quality (BMPs). 

8. Woody biomass harvest guidelines. 

9. Oak regeneration: Release existing advanced seedling and sapling stands from 

undesirable competition. Scarify, thin, apply herbicide and/or understory burn 

mature stands prior to harvest. Investigate other opportunities to regenerate oak. 

10. Opening management: Renovate existing openings by burning, brushing, 

reseeding, mowing and/or herbicide application to maintain in an open and grassy 

condition. 

11. Aspen maintenance:. Shear residual live, standing trees following a harvest to 

enhance regeneration and future quality of stand. Clear-cut over-mature, non-

merchantable aspen or off-site aspen to maintain as a component of the site. Set 

up aspen sales to regulate this forest cover type over time. 

12. Endangered, threatened, and non-game management: Manage habitat 

enhancement, recovery, inventory and planning for specific endangered and 

threatened species. Provide structures and make allowances in harvest areas to 

benefit non-game species. 

13. Jack Pine management: Regenerate Jack Pine using herbicide treatments, 

mechanical release, scarification, tree planting, prescribed burning and/or other 

methods. 

14. Continue Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) partnership for Karner Blue Butterfly 

(KBB):. Provide KBB habitat using shifting mosaic strategy. 

15. Grassland and pine barren management: Restore and enhance this type through 

prescribed burning, mowing and herbicide treatments. 

16. Habitat inventory and classification: Provide information to enhance and update 

the existing inventory. 

17. Geographic Information Systems (GIS): Provide habitat information to update 

and maintain GIS layer(s). 
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18. Clark County Ecological Management Plan updates through the adaptive 

management process: Monitor and evaluate plan effectiveness during the normal, 

ongoing compartment reconnaissance updating procedure. Improve and update 

the plan when appropriate. 

19. Wetlands Management: Prioritize existing flowages. Abandon and restore natural 

hydrology of flowages with high maintenance costs and low wildlife value. 

Maintain other flowages where practical. Preserve integrity of wetlands.  

Rejuvenate alder stands by mowing during frozen soil conditions. 

20. Aspen thinning and extended rotations: Create large blocks of structurally 

developed forest. 

21. Encourage and promote unique plant species. 

22. Reserve (no-cut) areas and extended rotation areas without intermediate 

treatments. Manage to create/accelerate old growth conditions. 

 
825.5 IMPORTANCE OF HABITATS 

Important habitat types are those cover types known to be of importance to certain native 

wildlife and whose absence would make that wildlife significantly less abundant. These 

shortages may be on a local or broader scale. The following habitat types can be 

considered important: 

  
 825.5.1   Non-Forested Wetlands 

 The Clark County Forest contains 21,645 acres of non-forested wetland types providing a 

variety of habitats for common, rare and endangered species. Emergent wetland, sedge 

meadow, muskeg bog and deep marsh provide habitat for species such as wood turtle, 

black tern, American bittern and numerous other species. 

 
 825.5.2   Aquatic Habitats 

 The Clark County Forest contains lakes, rivers, streams, ponds, wildlife flowages and 

other aquatic habitats. Open water provides habitat for species such as wood duck, boreal 

chorus frog, water shrew and many other species reliant on water-related resources. 
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 825.5.3   Riparian and Other Non-Managed Areas 

 Undisturbed shoreline and riparian areas are present on the forest and provide habitat for 

species such as red shouldered hawk, green frog and woodland jumping mouse. 

 
 825.5.4   Early Successional Forests 

 Management of aspen, white birch, jack pine and other shade-intolerant species creates 

habitat for a large suite of wildlife species that benefit from early successional forests. On 

the Clark County Forest, there are currently 59,755 acres of these forest types present. 

This is a key habitat used for recreational hunting activities, providing conditions 

favorable for American woodcock, ruffed grouse, white-tailed deer and non-game species 

such as golden-winged warbler, Kirkland’s warbler and black-billed cuckoo. Ecological 

Management units 2 and 7 include management goals that maintain and enhance early 

successional forests. The Ecological Management Plan is found in Chapter 3000. 

 
 825.5.5   Conifer Forests 

 Conifers, whether jack pine, white pine, spruce, fir or other types, appear to be an 

important habitat for a number of wildlife species. The Clark County Forest currently has 

25,991 acres of coniferous habitat. Connecticut warbler, red crossbill, northern flying 

squirrel and many other species utilize conifer types. Jack pine areas can be managed to 

provide temporary barrens habitat, providing habitat for Kirtland’s warbler and other 

barrens-related species. Ecological Management units 3, 4, 5 and 6 include management 

goals that maintain and enhance conifer forests. The Ecological Management Plan is 

found in Chapter 3000. 

 
 825.5.6   Oak Forests 

 Oak is an important mast-producing food source on the forest, providing acorns for a 

wide variety of game and non-game species. The Clark County Forest has 21,706 acres of 

oak habitat. It is considered a critical resource to retain on the landscape for both its 

timber and wildlife value, as it provides habitat for species such as scarlet tanager, wood 

thrush, red headed woodpecker, white-tailed deer, wild turkeys and black bear. 

Ecological Management units 1, 2, 4 and 6 include management goals that maintain and 

enhance oak forests. The Ecological Management Plan is found in Chapter 3000. 
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825.5.7   Large Forest Blocks 

 Large blocks of County Forest provide habitat for numerous interior species. Gray wolf, 

black throated blue warbler, Canada warbler and least flycatcher are a few examples of 

animals that rely on these large blocks. Ecological Management units 1, 4 and 6 include 

wildlife management goals that include creating and maintaining large (>200 acres), 

contiguous blocks of older, structurally-developed forests. The Ecological Management 

Plan is found in Chapter 3000. 

 
 825.5.8   Mature Forest with Old-Growth Characteristics 

 Old-growth forests or managed forests with old growth characteristics provide niche 

habitats for a variety of fauna and flora that utilize late stages of forest succession. Large 

trees spaced far apart, a closed canopy, a sparse shrub layer, variable ground flora and a 

component of dead and dying woody material both on the ground and in the canopy 

characterize late stages of forest succession. Many wildlife species that would be found in 

old growth forests will utilize younger forests that have similar height and density 

structures of old growth forest but may lack large diameter trees. As the amount of dead 

and dying wood in the younger stands increases, so does the attractiveness to late 

successional wildlife. Managed old-growth opportunities are best targeted along major 

river corridors or where existing advanced successional stages are already in existence. 

Small patches of old growth may not provide the essential characteristics needed for 

wildlife species that utilize late successional timber. Some wildlife species that occupy 

mature forest types require large tracts of similar habitat or a connecting network of 

habitat receiving similar management. When considering this type of management, it 

should be done in an area where establishment of the old-growth stands will be of 

beneficial scale and preferably connected in order to attract fauna and flora while 

promoting natural processes. The Clark County Ecological Management Plan provides 

strategies for addressing mature forests with old-growth characteristics while still 

producing the wood products society demands. Ecological Management units 1, 5 and 6 

provide the best opportunity for this type of management. The Ecological Management 

Plan is found in Chapter 3000. 
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 825.5.9   Grasslands, Openings, Upland Brush 

 Wildlife openings, grass rights-of-way, natural openings, upland brush and other upland 

open habitats provide for diversity and unique habitats benefitting pollinators, numerous 

species including wild turkey, upland plover and whip-poor-will. The Clark County 

Forest currently has 907 acres identified as right-of-way, open grassland and/or upland 

brush habitat. 

 
 825.5.10   Pine Barrens 

Pine Barrens are plant communities that occur on dry, nutrient-poor, sandy soils 

dominated by grasses, low shrubs, small trees and scattered large trees. Jack Pine, Red 

Pine and Scrub Oak are the dominant tree species. These communities have a diverse mix 

of tree diameters and heights growing at low densities. Disturbance, especially fire, plays 

a key role in shaping these communities. Pine Barrens originally covered 2.3 million 

acres of Wisconsin’s pre-settlement landscape. Today, only a small fraction of the 

original acreage remains. This remaining acreage has been degraded due to development, 

fire suppression and fragmentation. This open habitat is rated rare globally and imperiled 

in Wisconsin. Pine Barrens support a large and diverse population of fauna and flora, 

including several threatened and endangered species including the Karner Blue Butterfly 

(KBB). Ecological Management Unit number 3 represents the best opportunity to manage 

for barrens habitat. Within this unit, 25 acres of barrens has been designated as permanent 

habitat for the KBB. Additional sites with potential for barrens management have been 

identified in the area. The Ecological Management Plan is found in Chapter 3000. 

 
825.6 INTENSIVE WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT PROJECTS 

825.6.1  Wisconsin Wildlife Action Plan (WWAP)/Species of Greatest Conservation 

Need (SGCN)   

 In addition to species listed as endangered, threatened or special concern within the NHI 

database, the Department also maintains a statewide list of species of greatest 

conservation need. This list includes species that have low or declining populations and 

may be in need of conservation action. The list includes birds, fish, mammals, reptiles, 

amphibians and insects that are: 
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1. Already listed as threatened or endangered. 

2. At risk due to threats. 

3. Rare due to small or declining populations. 

4. Showing declining trends in habitat or populations. 

 
The WWAP working list can provide information on how management activities may 

impact, or in many cases benefit, species of greatest conservation need. More information 

is available on the WWAP website: 

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/wildlifehabitat/actionplan.html .  

 
825.6.2 Forest Game Species 

The management of forest game (white-tailed deer, ruffed grouse, black bear, turkey, 

snowshoe hare and numerous furbearers) is centered largely on maintaining early 

successional species such as aspen, jack pine, white birch and scrub oak, with aspen and 

oak being the primary species of importance. Foresters, in concert with wildlife 

biologists, will continue to monitor forest game species and adjust land management 

prescriptions where appropriate. 

 
825.6.2.1 Ruffed Grouse and Woodcock Management Areas 

The Clark County Forest has two areas that are intensively managed to provide high 

quality grouse and woodcock habitat. The management areas include all of compartment 

170 in EMU 2 and the Frank Vasquez Ruffed Grouse and Woodcock Management Area 

(Compartment 22) in EMU 7. See Section 1010 of Chapter 1000 for maps of both 

management areas.  

 
Within each unit, aspen is the principal timber type, with a minor amount of oak and 

conifer species. Management goals are to promote a spatially-balanced mix of all age 

classes throughout the unit. Working toward this goal not only promotes edge habitat but 

also ensures that a variety of stand structure is present which many species, such as ruffed 

grouse, utilize at specific times of the year.  

 

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/wildlifehabitat/actionplan.html


 
 

800-37 

825.6.2.2  Migratory Game Bird Refuge 

320 acres of Clark County Forest surrounding a man-made impoundment, known as the 

Winx Flowage, is utilized by waterfowl as a stopover and recognized by Clark County 

Ordinance 28-81(b) as a migratory bird refuge. Normal timber management is conducted 

on the uplands surrounding the flowage. The County rehabilitated the flowage 

embankment over the course of 3 years in 2012, 2013 and completed in 2014 in 

partnership with The Winx Club (a local conservation group). The water control structure 

will be maintained and a draw down schedule for the flowage will be developed to 

encourage continued use by migratory birds. A map and more detailed history of the 

Winx Flowage and the migratory bird refuge can be found in chapter 1000.  

 
825.6.2.3  West Central Wisconsin Elk Reintroduction 

Beginning in 2014 and over the course of five years, the Wisconsin DNR, in cooperation 

with the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, reintroduced elk just a few miles south of the 

Clark County Forest in the Black River State Forest of Jackson County. As of July 2020, 

the Jackson County elk herd was estimated to be around 100 animals. Based upon the 

recent reproductive and survival rates, the population may reach 200 animals by the year 

2024 if the current rates are sustained. In anticipation of a rapidly growing elk herd, the 

Wisconsin DNR is rewriting its elk management plan for the West Central Wisconsin elk 

herd, and the Clark County Forest is expected to be recognized as good quality elk habitat 

and a potential elk range. Elk are considered to be habitat generalists; however, they 

show a strong preference for early successional habitat to satisfy their dietary needs. 

Forest openings comprised of grasses, forbs and young forest (especially aspen) provide 

abundant food resources for elk and other forest wildlife. The primary goal of EMU 7 is 

to promote and enhance early successional forests, and this goal is a perfect fit for elk as 

their preferred habitat. 

  
825.6.3 Forest Non-Game Species 

Efforts will be made with the DNR and other research organizations to inventory existing 

populations, identify needs and maintain valuable habitat types. The Clark County 

Ecological Management Plan (chapter 3000) provides specific strategies to benefit non-

game wildlife on the forest. 
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825.6.3.1 Karner Blue Butterfly (KBB) Permanent Habitat Area 

A 25-acre, KBB permanent habitat area is designated and maintained as long-term 

habitat for KBB. The KBB Long Term Habitat Management Plan for the Clark 

County Forest can be found in Section 1010 of Chapter 1000. 

 
825.6.3.2 Neotropical Migrant Birds 

Neotropical migrant birds (NTMB) are songbirds that breed in North America and 

winter in Central and South America. There are over 120 species of NTMBs that 

spend a portion of each year in Wisconsin. Different NTMBs utilize a wide 

variety of habitats, including forests, shrubs and grasslands. Warblers, tanagers, 

vireos, thrushes, swallows, blue-winged teal and hummingbirds are just some 

examples of NTMBs. In addition, these species play an important role in forest 

health by consuming large amounts of insects, including forest pest species such 

as gypsy moths and forest tent caterpillars. As habitat is lost and fragmented by 

development on private lands, County Forests continue to provide increasingly 

important habitat to numerous NTMB species that occur in a wide variety of 

forest types and age classes.   

 
825.7 FISH AND WATERS MANAGEMENT 

Public waters shall be managed to provide for optimum natural fish production, an 

opportunity for quality recreation and a healthy balanced aquatic ecosystem. Emphasis 

will also be placed on land-use practices that benefit the aquatic community. 

Management of County Forest lands will attempt to preserve and/or improve fish habitat 

and water quality. 

 
 825.7.1   Technical Planning and Surveys 

Management of all waters within the County Forest is the responsibility of the DNR.  

Technical assistance will be provided by the local fisheries biologist. Studies and 

management will be conducted in the manner described in DNR Fish Management 

Handbook 3605.9. Water and Population Surveys fall under the jurisdiction of the 

Department and will be conducted as needed by fisheries biologists. 
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 825.7.2   Best Management Practices for Water Quality 

Protection of water resources in the county will be consistent with the “Wisconsin 

Forestry Best Management Practices (BMPs) for Water Quality”. Examples of these 

protective measures are: 

1. Riparian Management Zones (RMZs) 

2. Erosion control measures and soil stabilization 

3. Forest road location and design 

4. Appropriate drainage structures 

5. Spill kit requirements 

 
 825.7.3   Shoreland Zoning 

 By following BMPs for Water Quality while conducting county forest management 

activities, Clark County meets all shoreland zoning requirements as described in Clark 

County Code of Ordinances Chapter 22-382(3). A copy of Clark County Code of 

Ordinances Chapter 22 – Land Use is available upon request at the Clark County 

Planning and Zoning Office located in the Clark County Courthouse or online at:  

www.clarkcountywi.com 

 
 825.7.4   Access and Development 

Access and development of County Forest waters will be limited to those activities 

consistent with the above water management policies. See Chapter 740 also for further 

information on water access. 

 
 825.7.5   Important Water Resources 

Management activities adjacent to these water resources, or in areas with sensitive soils 

or severe slopes, may consider measures above and beyond the customary BMP 

practices. County staff may work with their liaison forester in cooperation with the local 

DNR water resources staff to develop site-specific measures where appropriate. An 

inventory of water resources can be obtained from DNR Water staff for the county.  

Important water resources on the Clark County Forest include: 

 

 

http://www.clarkcountywi.com/
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 Mead Lake   South Fork Eau Claire River 

    Wedges Creek   North Fork Eau Claire River 

Snyder Lake   Sherwood Lake 

Rock Dam Lake  Spruce Lake Wildlife Flowage 

Winx Flowage   Dickenson Creek 

 
830      EXCEPTIONAL RESOURCES, UNIQUE AREAS  

 830.1  AREAS OF HIGH CONSERVATION VALUE (HCV) ON COUNTY FORESTS 

  The DNR established criteria for establishing HCVs on state lands is found below. For 

the purpose of this plan, the County recognizes these criteria for identifying HCVs on 

county land. This does not preclude the county from identifying other unique areas that 

do not meet the definition of HCVs, nor does it require the County to recognize an area as 

HCV even if the criteria are met. 

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/TimberSales/documents/DNRLandsHCVFSelectionCriteriaFin

al.pdf 

 

HCV designations and criteria: 

1. HCV 1 - Forest areas containing globally, regionally or nationally significant      

concentrations of biodiversity values, including RTE species. 

2. HCV 2 - Forest areas containing globally, regionally or nationally significant 

large landscape level forests, contained within, or containing, the management 

unit, where viable populations of most, if not all, naturally-occurring species exist 

in natural patterns of distribution and abundance. 

3. HCV 3 - Forest areas that are in or contain rare, threatened or endangered 

ecosystems. 

4. HCV 4 - Forest areas that provide basic services of nature in critical situations 

(e.g., watershed protection). Wisconsin does not have known locations meeting 

this criterion. 

5. HCV 5 - Forest areas fundamental to meeting basic needs of local communities 

(e.g. subsistence, health of indigenous communities). Wisconsin does not have 

known locations meeting this criterion. 

 

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/TimberSales/documents/DNRLandsHCVFSelectionCriteriaFinal.pdf
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/TimberSales/documents/DNRLandsHCVFSelectionCriteriaFinal.pdf
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6. HCV 6 - Forest areas critical to local communities’ traditional cultural identity 

(e.g. areas of cultural, ecological, economic or religious significance identified in 

cooperation with such local communities). 

   
The following HCVs are recognized on the Clark County Forest:   

 Bald Peak Marsh 

 Blue Swamp State Natural Area 

 Blue Swamp Diversity Maintenance Area 

 Bruce Mound Dry Cliff Community 

 CCC Camp Globe on Camp Globe Road 

 KBB HCP Area 

 Levis, Trow and Unnamed Mound #1 Dry Cliff Communities 

 Lone Grave Burial Site 

 White Pine-Red Maple Swamp 

 Wildcat Mound Dry Cliff Community 

 Windy Run Marsh 

   
830.2 AREAS RECOGNIZED BY STATE OR FEDERAL GOVERNMENT  

830.2.1   Bald Peak Marsh, Southern Sedge Meadow (HCV 1) 

The southern sedge meadow community is listed within the WNHI database and carries a 

state element rank of S3 and a global element rank of G4?. Widespread in southern 

Wisconsin, this open wetland community is most typically dominated by tussock sedge 

(Carex stricta) and Canada bluejoint grass (Calamagrostis canadensis). Sedge meadows 

are most common in glaciated landscapes, where they often border streams or drainage 

lakes. The southern sedge meadow community occurred with prairie, savanna and 

hardwood forest communities, and many of them apparently burned periodically.  

 
Bald Peak Marsh is 648 –acre a southern sedge meadow. West of the historic mossing 

area lies an essentially undisturbed southern sedge and black spruce bog. Drainage 

ditches lie to the north and west. Southern sedge meadows have different combinations of 

species than do northern sedge meadows. Clark County lies in the transition zone 

between northern communities and southern communities and thus has examples of both 
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on the county forest. The black spruce bog, within the marsh, is also occurring at the edge 

of its natural range further enhancing the uniqueness of this area. 

 
In 2006, Bald Peak Marsh was recognized by Natural Heritage Inventory as an 

outstanding feature and was considered for designation as a State Natural Area. As of 

2018, WNHI was no longer interested in pursuing SNA designation for this site. 

 
830.2.2   Blue Swamp State Natural Area (HCV 1) 

 Clark County manages one Wisconsin State Natural Area (SNA) known as the Blue 

Swamp State Natural Area. The SNA system represents the wealth and variety of 

Wisconsin’s native landscape. SNAs contain outstanding examples of native biotic 

communities and are often the last refuges in the state for rare and endangered plant and 

animal species. The Wisconsin SNA program works with counties to further recognize 

outstanding native biotic communities that Clark County is presently managing as 

exceptional areas. SNAs are unique in that they can exist as standalone properties or be 

designated within the boundaries of another property type. Clark County maintains its 

land ownership, management and decision-making authority, but with cooperative 

recognition of this site, the county can enhance its ability to provide a broader range of 

opportunities for the citizens. 

 
The WI DNR will work cooperatively with the County Forest by inspecting for and 

removing invasive species found within the area as well as coordinating educational, 

monitoring and research activities. Assistance on management projects can provide the 

county with more resources to accomplish necessary management. Management will protect 

the unique character of the area.  

  
The Blue Swamp SNA is a 560-acre site features a large acid peatland classified as 

central poor fen with a stand of small northern wet forest on the eastern side. The site, 

when compared to others of its type in Wisconsin, was determined to be an exceptional 

ecological resource. In 1995, Clark County and the Department of Natural Resources 

cooperatively designated Blue Swamp a Wisconsin State Natural Area, to recognize its 

natural features. A copy of the County resolution designating the Blue Swamp as a State 

Natural area can be found in Section 1010 of Chapter 1000. This area is a valuable 
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benchmark for assessing changes in central poor fens and peatlands over time. Baseline 

data has been collected for portions of the central poor fen. 

 

Management goals for Blue Swamp SNA include managing the site as a central poor fen 

reserve, rare bird habitat and an ecological reference area. Natural processes will 

primarily determine the structure of the forest. The sparse, scattered and off-site trees will 

be managed passively. Small stands of more productive wetland forest may be managed 

to enhance regeneration of the tree species while providing diversity in rare bird habitat. 

 
Permitted management activities include: removal of invasive exotic plant species, non-

manipulative research, educational activities, hunting, trapping, fishing, low-impact 

recreation, access to suppress fires, salvage of trees after a major wind event and 

maintenance of any existing facilities. 

 
Prohibited activities include: taking motorized vehicles off designated trails (except 

winter access across ice roads to conduct timber harvest on adjacent uplands), 

establishing permanent hunting stands, and altering the hydrology. 

 
Other activities may occur pending discussion and consultation with partners, Natural 

Areas Preservation Council and science experts. 

 
830.2.3  Bruce Mound, Dry Cliff Community (HCV 1)    

The dry cliff community is listed within the WNHI database, carries a state element rank 

of S4 and has a global element rank of G4G5. Rising about 350 feet above the 

surrounding sand plain, Bruce Mound is an excellent example of a mesa. The south and 

southwest facing slopes have a ring of cliffs near the summit. The dry conditions and 

poor soils permit development of dry forest with barrens openings. The site also has two 

very rare plant species growing in the cliff areas. The site is given special recognition as 

an area of high conservation value. The dry forest/barrens and cliff areas are located on 

south and west slopes, away from the winter sports area.  

 
830.2.4  Hemlock Relict 

The hemlock relict community is recognized by the State and carries a state element rank 
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of S2 and a global element rank of G2Q. Hemlock relicts are small patches of mesic 

forest composed mostly of species that are detached from, and generally far south of, 

their usual Wisconsin ranges.  

 
The Clark County Forest has one 5-acre remnant hemlock stand that is located in Seif 

Township. A mix of White Pine and oak sawlogs surrounds this stand. White Pine is 

more productive than oak on this habitat type, and the needle-rich layer beneath a White 

Pine overstory is more conducive to hemlock seed germination than a leafy layer. 

Management activities in this area could be conducted with a goal of expanding the 

hemlock acreage, maintaining its vigor and increasing seed production. No commercial 

harvest of hemlock from this stand will occur before biological rotation age of 320 years.   

 
830.2.5 Iron Run Marsh, Open Bog 

The open bog community is recognized by the State and carries a state element rank of 

S4 and a global element rank of G5. Bogs are acidic, low nutrient, northern Wisconsin 

peatlands dominated by Sphagnum mosses that occur in deep layers and accumulate over 

time as peat. The bog surface is often uneven, with pronounced hummock and hollow 

microtopography. Hummocks formed by accumulating Sphagnum moss and leatherleaf 

often reach two feet or more in height relative to the adjacent hollows. 

 
Iron Run Marsh is a 200-acre, relatively undisturbed and remote, natural bog containing 

large stands of black spruce. Drainage ditches skirt the east edge of this site. 

 
830.2.6  Karner Blue Butterfly Habitat, Pine Barrens (HCV 3) 

The pine barrens community is recognized by the State and carries a state element rank of 

S2 and a global element rank of G2. Pine barrens are considered a type of savanna 

community that occurs on landforms that include outwash plains, glacial lake plains and 

broad sandy terraces that flank some of the major rivers in southern Wisconsin. This 

savanna community is typically characterized by scattered jack pines (Pinus banksiana) 

or, less commonly, red pines (Pinus resinosa), sometimes mixed with scrubby northern 

pin and bur oaks. Clark County Forest lands identified in the Karner Blue Butterfly 

Habitat Conservation Plan will be actively managed to provide a shifting mosaic of pine 

barrens habitat. Additional information for pine barrens and management can be found in 
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EMU Plan under EMU 3 or in the KBB HCP and associated Clark County Species 

Habitat Conservation Agreement (SHCA). The EMU plan can be found in Chapter 3000 

and the KBB HCP and SHCA can be found in Section 1010 of Chapter 1000. 

 
830.2.7  Levis, Trow and Unnamed #1 Mounds, Dry Cliff Communities (HCV 1) 

The dry cliff community is listed within the WNHI database and carries a state element 

rank of S4 and a global element rank of G4G5. It features tabletop mounds and 

spectacular sandstone cliffs and includes groves of Red Pine among Oak-,  Red Maple- 

and Birch-dominated forest. The area has an extensive silent sport trail system associated 

with it. Limited timber harvesting may occur at the base of the mounds. Commercial 

harvests adjacent to the mound will consider aesthetic impacts. Management of these 

areas will be limited to the suppression of threats to the forest, trail maintenance and 

habitat improvement projects. 

 
830.2.8  Remnant Oak Savanna 

The oak-dominated savanna community is recognized by the State and carries a state 

element rank of S1 and a global element rank of G1. As defined by Curtis, this is an oak-

dominated savanna community in which there is less than 50% tree canopy coverage and 

more than one tree per acre. Historically, oak openings were very abundant and occurred 

on wet-mesic to dry sites. Today, very few examples of this type exist. The few extant 

remnants are mostly on drier sites. 

 
There are a few areas of remnant savanna located in the southwest portion of the County 

Forest. These remnants are small, isolated, degraded and converting into closed-canopy 

forest. See EMU 6 of the Clark County EMU Plan (Chapter 3000) for more information 

regarding location and possible management options of these areas. 

 
830.2.9  White Pine-Red Maple Swamp (HCV 1) 

The white pine-red maple swamp community is recognized by the State and carries a 

state element rank of S2 and a global element rank of G3G4. White pine-red maple 

swamps are forested wetlands characterized by moderately acidic soils and canopy 

dominated by white pine over a subcanopy of red maple. They sometimes contain springy 

areas or areas with groundwater seepage, but they are distinguished from forested seeps 
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by their larger size and the fact that they are embedded in large wetland complexes in the 

Central Sands Plains as opposed to being small and embedded in upland forests mostly in 

the Driftless Area. 

 
Examples of this community have been identified in EMU 6 and include one reserve (no 

cut) area and two extended rotation areas on poorly drained soils. Emphasis within these 

areas is on promoting older age classes of the “white pine – red maple swamp” natural 

community. See the Clark County Forest Ecological Management Plan, EMU 6 for more 

information (Chapter 3000). 

 
830.2.10  Wildcat Mound, Dry Cliff Community (HCV 1) 

The dry cliff community is listed within the WNHI database and carries a state element 

rank of S4 and a global element rank of G4G5. Wildcat Mound has spectacular sandstone 

cliffs from which hikers can view neighboring, unnamed mounds to the south. No timber 

harvesting will occur on the mound itself. Commercial harvests adjacent to the mound 

will consider aesthetic impacts. Management of these areas will be limited to the 

suppression of threats to the forest, trail maintenance and habitat improvement projects. 

 
830.2.11  Windy Run Marsh, Central Poor Fen (HCV 1) 

The central poor fen community is listed within the WNHI database and carries a state 

element rank of S3, a global element rank of G3G4. These open, acidic, low nutrient 

peatlands occur within the Central Sand Plains of Wisconsin. 

 
Windy Run Marsh is as a 186-acre central poor fen that is relatively undisturbed. 

Encompassing the headwaters of Windy Run stream, the fen is quite open, with patches 

of small tamarack scattered mostly along the periphery. Windy Run Marsh also has 

characteristics of a northern sedge meadow.  

 
In 2006, Windy Run Marsh was recognized by Natural Heritage Inventory as one of the 

best remaining northern sedge meadows in its southern range limit. Although not a 

unique resource, Windy Run Marsh was considered for designation as a State Natural 

Area, as it is one of the largest and best examples of its type remaining. As of 2018, 

WNHI was no longer interested in pursuing SNA designation for this site. 
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830.3 AREAS RECOGNIZED BY COUNTY OR LOCALLY 

Clark County may contain areas that are locally considered exceptional or               

unique. Some are recognized by other agencies, while others are designated only within 

this Plan. These resources may include wild rivers, lakes, natural areas, geological 

features or historical/archeological sites.   

  
830.3.1   Blue Swamp Diversity Management Area (HCV 1) 

Located in sections 16, 17, 18, 20, 21, 27 and 28 of Butler Township, this area consists of 

approximately 1000 acres, including the Blue Swamp State Natural area (described 

above), adjacent uplands to the east and the Eau Claire River corridor north and west of 

Blue Swamp. The river corridor encompasses a wide variety of soils, topography and 

moisture regimes supporting high levels of plant and animal diversity. Remnants of a 

dam also exist within this river corridor and are of historical significance. Management of 

these areas will be limited to the suppression of threats to the forest. See Blue Swamp 

Diversity Management Area/State Natural Area management plan, appended in Section 

1010 of Chapter 1000. 

 
830.3.2   Dickenson Creek Fishery Area 

The Dickenson Creek Fishery Area (S½ of NW¼. section 26 T27N-R4W) was a property 

owned by the State of Wisconsin and historically managed by the WI DNR Fisheries 

Division. The creek that bisects this parcel is recognized as a class II trout stream and one 

of the only cold-water trout streams in all of Clark County that supports trout 

populations, making it very unique. A 200-foot wide strip of stream corridor (100 feet on 

each side of the stream), extending from the north boundary of the Dickenson Creek 

Fishery Area south to confluence of Dickenson Creek, has been designated as a no-cut 

riparian management zone. This area will act as a permanent dispersal corridor for 

wildlife and preserve the integrity of this cold-water stream ecosystem. 

 
 830.3.3   Mentor Marsh 

Mentor Marsh is a very large expanse of lowland covering 630 acres. Some portions are 

wooded with black spruce, tamarack and aspen. Some open and sphagnum-based 

meadow are included in the site. This marsh is home to a mammal listed as Special 
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Concern species in Wisconsin, further adding to the local importance and uniqueness of 

this site. 

 
 830.3.4   Sherwood Mounds 

Two mounds at the north end of Division Ave in Sherwood Township are considered 

geologically significant at a local level. The surrounding landscape is very flat and poorly 

drained, and these geological features are quite unique. These mounds provide 

microhabitat for plants and animals that are not found otherwise in the surrounding 

landscape. Limited timber harvesting may occur at the base of these mounds.  

Management will be limited to the suppression of threats to the forest and may include 

silvicultural treatments to promote a healthy forest ecosystem if necessary. 

 
830.3.5  Spruce Lake Wildlife Flowage 

Spruce Lake is a man-made wildlife flowage on Iron Run (stream), approximately 40-

acre in size and located in sections 28 and 29 of North Foster Township. The flowage 

was constructed in the 1970s by the WI DNR in cooperation with Clark County, and it 

includes an earthen embankment that is approximately 1,600’ in length and a large 

whistle-tube control structure used to manipulate the water level. In 1980, the WI DNR 

purchased an easement from Clark County on 320 acres surrounding Spruce Lake “to 

cause by the erection of dams, dikes or other works the water of the Iron Run…”. A copy 

of the easement and supporting documents can be found in Chapter 1000.  

 
In 1998 and 2010, the WI DNR evaluated Spruce Lake for wildlife value, aesthetic value 

and overall condition. The wildlife value was rated as high, the aesthetic value was rated 

as moderate and the condition of the structure was rated as good. The County intends to 

keep and maintain this flowage in cooperation with the WI DNR. 

 
830.3.6   Unnamed Gorges 

Narrow ravines with steep rock walls can be found associated with Wedges Creek, north 

of Snyder County Park and in the SE1/4 NE1/4 Section 18 of North Foster Township.  

These small but spectacular geological features are unique for all of Clark County. 

Impact of forest management will be minimal in all these areas because operations will 

be restricted by BMPs. 
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 830.3.7   Unnamed Mound #2 

There is an unnamed mound located just south and in direct view of Wildcat Mound.  

This geologic feature is aesthetically important to the scenic overlooks on Wildcat 

Mound. Management of this area will be limited to the suppression of threats to the forest 

and may include silvicultural treatments to promote a healthy forest ecosystem if 

necessary. 

 
830.4   CULTURALLY SIGNIFICANT SITES     

830.4.1  Lone Grave Burial Site (HCV 6) 

Located in Section 35 of Hewett Township is a burial site known locally as The Lone 

Grave. The area around the Lone Grave is recognized by the State as an archaeological 

site. According to Clark County Wisconsin History Buffs, a local historical society: the 

grave of young Blanche Grimes is said to be “the most beautiful, but loneliest grave in 

Wisconsin”. Her grave is located on a hilltop in the Columbia area, in Dewhurst 

Township, Clark County. It is on Fisher Avenue, at the junction of Poertner Road. The 

marker on this little one’s grave reads, “Blanche, daughter of Frank and Emma Grimes, 

born April 1, 1894, died August 5, 1895. Tread softly by the grave of one our hearts had 

learned to love”. Today visitors of the Black River Country, passing through what was 

once the 1890’s boomtown of Columbia, see only a log cabin and the grave, the only 

remaining signs of a community that had grown up rapidly and then experienced a real 

bust. Dozens of families had moved into the area, and soon 20 stores were located along 

the main street. A four-room schoolhouse, a depot and all types of stores were 

constructed there. Soon the settlers found that their land was not fertile, making the 

raising of crops difficult, so by 1910, most of the settlers had moved to other parts of the 

Midwest. One of the families that left was that of Frank & Emma Grimes, leaving behind 

the burial ground of their 16-month-old daughter and the lone marker. There are reports 

of up to 27 unmarked graves in the cemetery plot near and around the lone grave from the 

original settlers of Columbia. 

 
The county contacts the State Archeologist prior to performing any activities that may 

disturb the area. The State Archeologist has provided exact dimensions of the possible 

cemetery area, and the County has identified those boundaries with paint to prevent 
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unintended disturbances in this area. These boundaries will be maintained by the County, 

and the County will continue to correspond with the State Archeologist before future 

management activities to ensure that this sensitive archaeological site is protected in 

perpetuity.  

 
830.4.2   Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) Camp Globe (HCV 6) 

Located on the border of Eau Claire County in Section 19 of North Foster Township are 

remnants of CCC Camp Globe. There is a sign located on the north side of Camp Globe 

Rd identifying the site. Visitors to the location can find remains of earthen foundations 

for the buildings that were once part of this historical, depression-era work camp. 

Management of this area will be limited to the suppression of threats to the forest and 

may include silvicultural treatments to promote a healthy forest ecosystem if necessary. 

 
CCC Camp Globe was founded in 1934 and served the citizens of Clark, Eau Claire and 

Chippewa counties. The camp accommodated up to 200 workers that did a variety of 

forest management, forest fire protection and road-building work. Much of the work 

completed by the workers was credited, by local residents, with all but eliminating forest 

fires in the area following the cutover of the surrounding forests. CCC Camp Globe was 

decommissioned and abandoned in 1937 as part of the national government CCC 

reduction plan. 

 
830.4.3   Logging Camps and Homesteads 

There are a number of old logging camps and homestead sites scattered throughout the 

County Forest. The logging camps can be dated as far back as the late 1800s, and the 

homesteads were established after the initial cutover of the area was complete. During the 

1920s and 1930s, most of the homesteaders left the area in search of more fertile farm 

land, and their properties became tax delinquent and turned over to County ownership. 

These lands eventually became the Clark County Forest. 

 
These locally important locations are marked with GPS waypoints and tracked on a GIS 

layer as they are identified in the field. This GIS layer is referenced during timber sale 

establishment, and any sites within the management area are excluded from the sale area. 

Often, these exclusions are counted as green tree retention for the sale. Several of the 



 
 

800-51 

logging camps are recognized by the State as archeological sites and require additional 

avoidance measures to ensure that they are protected. 

 
830.4.4   Other Historical/Archeological Sites 

Prior to forest management activity, a map of known and State-recognized archeological 

sites is referenced. If the forest management activity occurs within a forty-acre area 

identified as having archeological significance, the State Archeologist is contacted for 

guidance. The State Archeologist provides the county with a list of protective measures 

that are incorporated into and implemented as part of the forest management plan to 

ensure the sites are protected. The nature of the sites and their exact locations are not 

provided by the State.  

  

835 AESTHETICS  

835.1 AESTHETIC MANAGEMENT 

Aesthetic management techniques may be applied in areas of high visibility or high 

public use. Altered management, irregular stand shape boundaries, visual screens, slash 

disposal, conversion to other species, no cut zones or other methods may be employed, 

depending on the circumstances of the specific site.   

 
835.2   AESTHETIC MANAGEMENT ZONES 

            Aesthetic Management Zones include areas where there may be high levels of public 

            presence because of scenic attraction, or some use of the area that would be enhanced by 

            special timber management practices. 

 
            835.2.1   Aesthetic Management Zone Examples  

 Park and recreation areas  

 Lakes and rivers with significant recreational use 

 Roads with heavy traffic or scenic drive 

 Areas identified as special resources in section 830 of this chapter or within 

the Ecological Management Unit Plan in Chapter 3000. 

 
Stand-specific aesthetic management prescriptions are identified in Chapter 3000. 
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835.2.2  Aesthetic Management Prescriptions/Options (in no particular order) 

 Adjustment timing of timber harvesting 

 Slash restrictions/requirements 

 Staggered Harvests/Visual Screens 

 Forced conversion to longer-lived species 

 Irregular harvest lines and islands of uncut trees, interrupted sight distances 

 Single tree retention including visually unique trees 

 Reserve/no-cut areas and corridors 

   
840  LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT 

The County will make efforts to evaluate surrounding landscapes while managing the 

County Forest. The County will strive to provide management that compliments the 

landscapes but also try to provide for resources or forest types that are lacking or 

declining within surrounding landscapes.  

  
840.1 CONSERVATION OF BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 

For the purposes of this plan, biological diversity will be interpreted to reference the 

variety and abundance of species, their genetic composition and the communities, 

ecosystems and landscapes in which they occur. Forest management activities on the 

Clark County Forest enhance biological diversity by managing for a wide variety of 

habitat types and age structures and by attempting to perpetuate and protect declining 

forest types. 

 
Clark County Forest will be managed to balance ecological and socioeconomic goals.  

Opportunities to manage for biodiversity will be pursued, provided they are deemed to be 

in the public's best interest by the Committee and within the framework of the County 

Forest Law (s.28.11 Wis. Stats.). 

 
840.2   HABITAT FRAGMENTATION 

For the purposes of this plan, habitat fragmentation is interpreted as conversion of forests 

to land uses other than forestry. Lands enrolled in the County Forest Law help protect 

against habitat fragmentation. Land acquisition within the forest blocking boundary is 

one option for Clark County to decrease the conversion of forestland to other uses; 
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however, it is not the deliberate intent of Clark County to acquire all lands within the 

county forest blocking boundary. 

 
845  ECOLOGICAL MANAGEMENT PLAN    

845.1  OBJECTIVE  

Previous chapters have outlined the planning objectives, decision guides and 

management considerations for administering the Clark County Forest. 

 
The Clark County Forest Ecological Management Plan divides the forest into separate 

management units, each with distinct management opportunities. Natural resources of 

special concern occurring in each management unit and associated management 

considerations specific to each unit are outlined in this plan. Resource managers may use 

these landscape objectives to guide stand-level management decisions. 

 
Land use and management activities that occur within each unit are dynamic and may 

evolve with time as more is learned about each unit. An adaptive management approach 

will apply to the units and will allow flexibility to adjust or modify management practices 

when the Committee, the forestry staff or cooperating resource managers recognize a 

need for change. 

 
845.2 UNIT NARRATIVES 

The Clark County Forest Ecological Management Plan includes the following                         

information relative to each unit: 

 Property-wide management goals and timber sale guidelines 

 Green tree retention guidelines 

 Compartment #s and County Forest acreage in the unit Predominant forest cover 

types  

 Unit overview maps that include major water resources 

 General soil information  

 Timber management goals 

 Wildlife management goals 

  Non-commercial vegetation management goals 
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  Unique aesthetic and recreation goals 

 Unique landscape features 

 Habitat types 

 Specific Management opportunities 

 Focal flora and fauna species 

 Harvest scheduling tables 

 
 The Clark County Forest Ecological Management Plan is included as Chapter 3000. 
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900 RECREATION 

Recreation is an integral part of the management of the Clark County Forest, and recreation 

uses are referenced in most of the previous chapters. Due to the tremendous growth in 

recreational demands over the duration of the last planning period, this Plan recognizes the 

importance of more intensive recreational planning and emphasizes its importance with a 

separate chapter. 

 
905 PLANNING 

In addition to this Plan, the 2016 – 2021 Clark County Outdoor Recreation Plan also guides 

the recreation program. This plan is revised every five years and is made part of this Plan. 

The Clark County Outdoor Recreation Plan includes, but is not limited to, activities on the 

County Forest. It incorporates snowmobile and ATV plans, campgrounds, parks and boat 

landings, recreation areas, recreational maintenance and development plans and other 

recreation surveys and reports. 

 

The Outdoor Recreation Plan, Wisconsin Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation 

Plan (SCORP), public input and other local or regional planning documents will be used 

as resources in recreational planning and development efforts. The responsibility for 

recreational planning, development and maintenance on the County Forest will rest with 

the Committee. 

910 AUTHORITY 

The Clark County Code of Ordinances and s. 28.11 Wis. Stats authorize the Clark County 

Forestry & Parks Committee to provide recreational opportunities for the public. This 

authority is further recognized in the mission statement for the County Forest Plan (Chapter 

100), which specifically identifies outdoor recreational opportunities. This mission 

statement also charges the Committee to conduct activities in a manner that prevents or 

minimizes environmental damage.  Maps of the recreational facilities managed through the 

Clark County Forest program can be found in Sections 1015 and 1020 of Chapter 1000. 

 

 



900-4 
 

915 ENTRANCE AND USER FEES 

The Committee is empowered and shall have responsibility for establishing entrance, 

camping and other user fees on recreational facilities maintained by the department. 

Camping, entrance or other fees shall be comparable to fees charged by adjacent counties 

and are subject to periodic review and change by the Committee. Fees, where appropriate, 

will be utilized to assist in the maintenance of recreational facilities. It is the goal of the 

Committee to set fees high enough to offset maintenance and administrative costs while 

still maintaining affordability. 

 
920 RECREATIONAL SERVICE AGREEMENTS 

It is permissible for the Committee to contract with clubs or individuals to provide for 

recreational maintenance or services to the public. As part of the Plan, the County contracts 

for the following services: 

1. Snowmobile trail grooming and maintenance. 

2. Hiking, Mountain Biking, and Cross-Country Skiing trail grooming and 

maintenance. 

3. Horse Trail maintenance. 

4. Off-Highway Motorcycle Trail maintenance. 

 
925 RECREATIONAL USE PERMITS FOR ORGANZIED EVENTS 

Any event on the Forest which is advertised to the public, for which a fee is charged or is 

otherwise organized as an event requires a permit or authorization by the Committee. 

Permits may be issued by the Forestry and Parks Administrator, provided the use is 

consistent with current management activities, will not cause resource damage and does 

not substantially impede approved activities. A Special Event Permit is required when 

county facilities are used for activities and gatherings that are beyond the normal intended 

purpose or scope of the facility and/or when the event includes the charge of a monetary 

admission fee and/or participation fee. Event liability insurance will be required at any time 

that an admission or participation fee is charged and at such other events when liability 

exposure is anticipated. The Special Event Permit Application can be found in Section 

1010 of Chapter 1000.  
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930 UNDESIGNATED RECREATIONAL USE OF THE FOREST 

Undesignated recreation includes those informal activities for which the County Generally 

does not provide a facility or service. These uses include activities such as hunting, fishing, 

biking, hiking and others. These uses do not require a permit, but they must be conducted 

in compliance with Clark County Code of Ordinances. The Forestry and Parks 

Administrator and the Committee shall periodically review such uses and work with the 

County Board to enact ordinances as necessary to protect against resource damage. 

 
930.1 HUNTING 

The entire County Forest is open for all regulated hunting, with the exception of areas 

developed for high public use such as designated campgrounds, parks, fairgrounds and the 

Winx Flowage Migratory Bird Refuge. The Clark County Code of Ordinances regulates 

activities relating to hunting. Refer to Section 1005 of Chapter 1000 for a full text of the 

Ordinance. In general, the cutting of shooting lanes, tree stand placements and ground 

blinds are regulated under the Clark County Code of Ordinances, Chapter 28, Article V, 

Sec. 28-81 through 28-83.   

 

930.2 FISHING 

All lakes and streams within the forest are available for fishing unless otherwise listed in 

state regulations.   

 

930.3 PICNICKING/DAY USE 

Picnicking and other day uses outside of established facilities is allowed. The Clark County 

Code of Ordinances also regulates day use. In general, the following activities are 

regulated: 

1. Use is permitted between the hours of 6:00 AM – 11:00 PM. 

2. Fires are prohibited outside of approved structures and must be attended. 

3. Vehicle operation and parking. 

4. The presence and restraint of pets. 

5. All litter, trash or rubbish must be removed. 

6. Cutting or harvesting vegetation is not permitted. 
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930.4 COUNTY FOREST CAMPING 

A permit is required to camp outside of developed campgrounds on the County Forest. 

Permits are available from the Forestry and Parks Business Office, online via department 

registration website and at self-registration locations placed throughout the county. 

Camping permits must be purchased before your camp is set up and should be displayed 

for enforcement purposes. In general, the following activities are regulated: 

1. Site and tree damage will not be allowed. 

2. The committee will set the permit fee. 

3. Any person obtaining a permit shall be 18 years or older. 

4. Maximum permit period is 21 consecutive nights, unless otherwise approved by the 

department. 

5. Natural vegetation and soil may not be damaged or altered in any way, except for 

gathering of dead and down firewood for use while camping and construction of an 

adequate fire ring. Fasteners such as nails, screws or bolts may not be attached to 

trees. 

6. Manufactured materials (lumber, concrete, plastics, etc.) may not be left on the site 

when it is vacated. No trees or other vegetation, either native or exotic, may be 

planted on the site. 

7. Camping is not allowed within 250 feet of a trail located at Levis/Trow and Wildcat 

mounds or at the top of Levis/Trow or Wildcat mounds. 

 
930.5 BICYCLING/MOUNTAIN BIKING 

Casual recreational bicycle use is not found to be a significant potential contributor to 

resource damage on the county forest. All forest trails and roads, including temporary roads 

and utility corridors, are open for recreational bicycle use with the following exceptions: 

1. County ordinance pertaining to soil erosion must be observed. Off-trail mountain 

bike use may be restricted in specific areas if intensive use causes erosion or other 

environmental damages. 

2. Travel is prohibited on groomed snowmobile and cross-country ski trails. 

3. Organized trail rides of 10 or more participants shall first obtain a permit before 

traveling on trails not specifically intended for bicycle use.  
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4. Travel is prohibited where marked with signs closing an area or segment. 

 

930.6 HORSEBACK RIDING 

In most cases, casual recreational horseback use has not been found to be a significant 

contributor to resource damage on the county forest. All forest trails and roads, including 

temporary roads and utility corridors, are open for recreational horseback riding with the 

following exceptions: 

1. County ordinance pertaining to soil erosion must be observed. Off-trail horseback use 

may be restricted in specific areas if use causes erosion or other environmental 

damages. 

2. Travel is prohibited on snow groomed and cross-country ski trails. 

3. Organized trail rides of 10 or more participants shall first obtain a permit before 

traveling on trails not specifically intended for horseback riding or horse use.  

4. Travel is prohibited where marked with signs closing an area or segment. 

 

930.7 SNOWSHOEING & DOG SLEDDING 

Snowshoeing and dog sledding are generally permitted throughout the county forest with the 

following exceptions: 

1. Snowshoeing and dog sledding are prohibited on groomed cross-country ski trails. 

2. Pets are prohibited on groomed cross-country ski trails. 

3. Travel in an area or on a segment is prohibited where marked with signs restricting 

that use. 

 

930.8 MOTORIZED TRAVEL 

Cross-country use of the forest for motorized vehicles is prohibited. Licensed motor vehicles 

are authorized on county forest permanent primary roads and permanent secondary roads; all 

other motor vehicles are prohibited unless expressly authorized. Cars and trucks are only 

authorized on those ATV/snowmobile trails that are posted “open to all cars and trucks”. The 

Clark County Code of Ordinances (Section 1005 of Chapter 1000) and Access Plan 

(Chapter 700) regulates motorized uses on the County Forest. In general, the following 
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regulations apply to licensed motor vehicle travel outside of a developed recreational trail 

system: 

1. Operation should not cause damage to soil or natural vegetation. 

2. All operation should occur at a rate of speed that is reasonable and prudent under 

the conditions, and operators should have regard for the actual and potential hazards 

that could exist. 

3. It is illegal to operate a motor vehicle on a trail designated closed with a gate, 

earthen berm, sign or other closure. 

4. The department may authorize, by permit, a person with physical disabilities to 

operate a vehicle as a mode of personal conveyance. 

 

930.9  OTHER DISPERSED RECREATION USES 

 930.9.1  Geocaching 

Geocaching is permissible and is not regulated by permit. Geocaches are not allowed where 

increased foot or vehicle traffic may cause conflicts, such as near a campsite, or where 

resource damage may occur, such as on a dam embankment. This activity could become 

permit regulated or restricted if use causes facility or environmental damages. 

 
930.9.2  Metal Detecting 

Metal Detecting is classified as a Special Use and requires a permit authorized by the Clark 

County Forestry and Parks Committee. There may or may not be an administrative fee 

charged for this type of permit. The metal detecting policy for the department can be found 

in Section 1010 of Chapter 1000.  

 

930.9.3  Other Uses 

Other uses of the County Forest are permitted, provided they are not specifically addressed 

with the County Code of Ordinances. At any time, the County Board may enact ordinances 

to protect the forest should damage begin to occur. 

 
935 DESIGNATED RECREATION AREAS/USES 

Designated recreation includes those uses for which the County provides a trail or facility. 

The Clark County Forest has developed sites and areas to accommodate a high degree of 
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public use. The Committee may prohibit other recreation activities that are not compatible 

with the intent of the developed facilities. 

 

The Committee and Forestry Department has noted a marked increase in demand for 

recreation facilities. Clark County may attempt to develop additional facilities if a demand 

exists. The ability to maintain existing facilities should be given priority and considered 

before additional facilities are developed. 

 

935.1 CAMPGROUNDS 

Seven designated camping areas are provided on the Clark County Forest and in special 

use areas.  The facilities include: 

1. Rock Dam Park & Campground 

2. Russell Memorial Park & Campground 

3. Mead Lake Park & Campground 

4. Greenwood Park & Campground 

5. Snyder Park & Campground 

6. Sherwood Park & Campground 

7. Wildrock Park and Campground. 

8. Levis/Trow Mound Recreational Area 

 

935.2 SCOUT CAMP  

The Mead Lake Scout Camp (SENW of T27N-R3W) is a camping and recreational area 

that has been set aside for ongoing use by Wisconsin Scout groups. This camp provides the 

opportunity to craft premier outdoor experiences for groups by use of its location, amenities 

and natural environment. Scout groups currently use this area at no costs and can reserve 

the space by contacting the Forestry and Parks Business Office.   

 

935.3 PICNIC/DAY USE AREAS 

There are currently twelve established county parks and trail head locations (day use areas) 

that provide picnic facilities. Picnic areas open to the public include: 

1. Wildcat Mound Park 

2. Russell Memorial Park 
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3. Snyder Park 

4. Sherwood Park 

5. Wildrock Park 

6. Rock Dam Park 

7. North Mead Lake Park 

8. South Mead Lake Park 

9. Greenwood Park 

10. Black River Recreation Area 

11. Levis/Trow Mound Recreational Area 

12.  Knobby Ridge Trail Head 

 
935.4 SWIMMING AREAS/BEACHES 

There are currently five different swimming areas at which lifeguards are not provided. 

Three of these areas have maintained beaches. Swimming areas open to the public include: 

1. Sherwood Park (beach not maintained) 

2. Snyder Park (beach not maintained) 

3. Russell Memorial Park 

4. Rock Dam Park 

5. North Mead Lake Park 

 
935.5 BOAT LANDINGS 

As a result of the distribution of lakes, streams, rivers and other surface waters on the 

Forest, water access may be planned, developed or restricted as a component of the overall 

Forest access management plan. Several boat landings, canoe landings and adjacent roads 

currently provide water access on the Forest, primarily for recreational activities. In 

addition, these water access points also provide water supply points for fire apparatus 

working to suppress forest fires or nearby structural fires. 

 

The existing water access points will be maintained to provide a place to launch a small fishing 

boat or canoe. Not all watercraft will be able to use these access points. These landings are 

built for public use and not for private boat mooring sites. Mooring or storing boats for longer 

than 24 hours is prohibited. 



900-11 
 

The following public boat access sites have been developed in Clark County and 

are open to public use:   

 
935.5.1    Public Boat Access Sites Maintained by Clark County 

1. Sportsmans Lake – Managed by Land Conservation  

2. North Mead Lake Park 

3. South Mead Lake Boat Landing4. Rock Dam 

5. Snyder Lake 

6. Sherwood Lake 

7. Russell Memorial Park Boat Landing 

8. Arnold Creek Boat Landing 

9. Riviera Avenue Boat Landing 

10. Windy Point Boat Landing 

 
 935.5.2   Undeveloped Water Access Points 

Other undeveloped water access points for canoes and boats currently exist on the Forest. 

These are used routinely to hand launch boats or canoes but have not been developed for boat 

trailer launching. These sites are not routinely maintained and may be closed if erosion 

damage becomes severe. Greenwood Park and Black River Recreational Area both have 

undeveloped water access points. All new sites for developed water access must be reviewed 

and approved by the Committee. 

 
935.6 SKI/TUBING HILLS 

The downhill ski area known as Bruce Mound Winter Sports Area is located in Section 30, 

Town of Dewhurst and is identified in the recreation maps appended in Section 1015 of 

Chapter 1000. There are currently ten developed ski slopes as well as an inner tube slide, 

chalet and ski shop. It is the policy of the Committee to maintain this facility, to compliment 

year-round recreation opportunities in the county. 

 
935.7 RIFLE RANGE 

Ranges that allow for public use of rifle, bow, pistol, etc. are permitted on County Forest 

lands. If the range is operated by an organization other than the county, a written land use 
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agreement, including proof of insurance, will be required. A provision for use by the public 

will be included in the agreement. Clark County has one designated shooting range located 

on County Forest lands in section 21, Sherwood Township and is identified in the 

recreation maps appended in Section 1015 of Chapter 1000. Access is off Sherwood Road. 

 

940  DESIGNATED RECREATION TRAILS 

Designated recreation trails are those for which the County provides a designated trail 

and/or facility. The County currently provides trail systems that accommodate a high 

degree of public use. The Committee may prohibit other activities on these trails that are 

not compatible with the intent of the development. 

 
Whenever possible, multiple uses of various trail systems are encouraged and are subject 

to policy review of the Committee. Wherever possible, attempts will be made to avoid user 

conflicts. Recreational users, however, will frequently encounter forest management 

activities instrumental to the existence and future of the County Forest and its 

infrastructure. Trail maps of the various systems can be found in Section 1020 of Chapter 

1000. 

 
940.1 NON-MOTORIZED RECREATION TRAILS 

The Clark County Forest is a multiple-use forest. Non-motorized recreation trails are a 

legitimate use of the forest. Design and maintenance of these trails may highlight natural 

features present on the Forest, and they should minimize damage and reduce user conflict. 

Trail use and development must be compatible and sustainable with the characteristics of 

the landscape. It is the policy of the Committee to manage non-motorized recreation trails 

on the County Forest. 

 
940.1.1   Hiking Trails 

Levis/Trow Mound Recreation Area 

This 41-mile hiking trail system was developed cooperatively by the Neillsville Area Trail 

Association, Clark County, the Department of Natural Resources, the Wisconsin 

Conservation Corps and other interested parties. The trail system was designed for multiple 

use non-motorized recreation activities. A 1.5-mile segment is designed as a self-guided 
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nature study trail with 15 stations that review a variety of natural resource features. Trails 

are open almost all year, with limited seasonal closures. Winter foot traffic is prohibited on 

groomed trails when a snow base is present. 

 
Rock Dam Hiking Trail 

This 3-mile walking trail adjacent to Rock Dam Campground was developed cooperatively 

by Clark County and the Wisconsin Conservation Corps. The trail is designed as a leisure 

nature trail. Trails are open year-round, and very minimal maintenance occurs on this trail. 

  

940.1.2   Mountain Bike/Fat Tire/Bicycle Trails 

E-bikes are a growing industry within the biking community. Use within the county forest 

and on designated trails is permitted for only pedal assist E-bikes. Throttle-only E-bikes 

are prohibited. 

     
Levis/Trow Mound Recreation Area 

This trail system consists of 24 miles of single track mountain bike trails and another 17 

miles of cross-country ski trails that are designated for bicycle use. The trail system was 

designed for multiple use non-motorized recreation activities. Trails are closed for the 

period of March 1st to April 15th of each year. Trails may be temporarily closed due to 

natural disasters, for protection against forest fires or for other reasons as determined by 

the county. 

 

 940.1.3   Equestrian Trails 

Wild Rock Horse Trails 

 This 40-mile horse trail system, ranging in skill level from beginner to advanced, was 

developed cooperatively by the Neillsville Saddle Tramps, Clark County, Wisconsin 

Conservation Corps and the Wisconsin Horse Council. Segments of this trail system were 

designed for multiple use, including motorized recreation activities. Trails are open all 

year. Trails may be temporarily closed due to natural disasters, for protection against forest 

fires or for other reasons as determined by the county. 
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 940.1.4   Ski Trails 

Levis/Trow Mound Recreation Area 

This area consists of 15 miles of groomed trails for skating and classical cross-country 

skiing, ranging in skill level from easy to most difficult. An additional 19 miles of un-

groomed backcountry trails are available. Ski trails are open December 1st through March 

31st of each year, depending on snow depth and authorization by the county. Trails may 

be temporarily closed due to natural disasters or for other reasons as determined by the 

county.   

 
 940.1.5   Future non-motorized trail systems 

The development of additional non-motorized trail systems will include careful 

consideration of public demand, development and long-term maintenance costs, analysis 

of user conflicts and potential resource damage. Trail system development should comply 

with the Outdoor Recreation Plan goals and be referenced in SCORP or other regional 

planning documents.   

 

Non-motorized trail systems generally are not supported by statewide grant programs. The 

County may require proof of an organized club, or user group, with the ability to assist 

with maintenance and support of the trail and associated facilities. Appropriate trail passes, 

or other user fees, may be implemented as indicated in Section 905. 

 
940.2 MOTORIZED RECREATION TRAILS 

Snowmobiles may only operate on designated snowmobile and ATV winter trails and routes. 

Snowmobiles may not be operated behind any gated, bermed or blocked location, or on any 

sign-restricted trail or designated non-motorized trail. 

 
 940.2.1   Designated Snowmobile Trails 

 Designated snowmobile trails are those recognized by the Committee as the official trails 

within the County. The Forestry and Parks Department manages the snowmobile trail 

system in Clark County. Annual agreements outline the operation, maintenance and 

insurance obligations between the County and local clubs. The County contracts with the 

following snowmobile/ATV clubs for a majority of trail maintenance: 
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1. Colby Trail Blazers 

2. Boomtown Snow Chasers 

3. Dorchester Midnight Riders 

4. GWR Riders 

5. Loyal Snow Angels 

6. Neillsville/Granton Trailbusters 

7. Riplinger Rip Riders 

8. Spencer Swamp Stompers 

9. Thorp Sno Raiders 

 
 The Clark County Code of ordinances and state laws regulate snowmobile trails. A 

summary of rules and regulations relating to snowmobile trails is as follows: 

1. Snowmobile trails are closed to cars and trucks from December 1 through April 1. 

2. The Forestry and Parks Administrator will make determinations to officially open 

and close snowmobile trails based on snow and maintenance conditions. 

3. Snowmobile trails used for logging access during snowmobile season will be 

posted with signs warning uses of activity. 

 
  940.2.1.1   Trail Types 

 The County recognizes several different classifications of snowmobile trail and 

maps are found in Section 1020 of Chapter 1000 for reference: 

 
  State Funded Trails – These are state approved and funded trail miles on designated 

trails that are part of a statewide network of trail systems. Snowmobile registration 

fees and gas tax allotments fund grants that support maintenance, rehabilitation and 

development of these trails. There are approximately 370.62 miles of funded trails 

in Clark County, with approximately 96 miles on County Forest Lands. 

 
  Unfunded Trails – these are segments of trail that meet the eligibility requirements 

for a funded trail system but have not been included in the grant system due to 

restrictions on available funding, trail location and trail priority rankings. There are 

approximately 28.15 miles of unfunded trails in Clark County, with approximately 
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25 miles on County Forest lands. These trails are not always groomed to the same 

standards as funded trails. It is a recommended that the county continues to apply 

for grants to include these in the funded system. 

   

  940.2.1.2   Trail Maintenance 

  Clark County maintains and grooms approximately 60.59 miles of snowmobile 

trials. The remainder of the 369.91 miles of trail are maintained by the 9 volunteer 

clubs listed earlier.  

   
  The County shall inspect and monitor bridges and other infrastructure on the trail 

system and attempt to secure funding from grants or other sources to periodically 

replace or rehabilitate as needed. All bridges within the trail system, whether on 

public or private lands, are property of the county. 

 
   940.2.1.3   Future Snowmobile Trails 

The Committee shall have jurisdiction over any trail development proposals on 

County Forest land. It is recommended that future trails be considered only after 

careful consideration of costs, benefits and impacts and as part of a larger planning 

effort. Clark County deems that the existing number of snowmobile trail miles 

located within the county forest is sufficient to satisfy public demand. 

 
Proposals to relocate trails or to make adjustments to the existing trail system will 

be encouraged where there are concerns of public safety or environmental damage. 

Unfunded and club trails may be evaluated for maintenance funding application. 

 
  940.2.2   Designated ATV Trails 

ATVs may only operate on designated ATV trails and routes. ATVs are prohibited behind 

any gated, bermed or blocked location, or on any sign-restricted trail or designated non-

motorized trail.  

 Designated ATV Trails are those recognized by the Committee as official trails within the 

County. These may lie on County, private or other agency lands. Annual agreements 

outline the operation, maintenance and insurance obligations between the County and local 
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clubs. The County contracts with the following snowmobile/ATV clubs for winter trail 

maintenance: 

1. Boomtown Sno Chasers 

2. Colby Trail Blazers 

3. Dorchester Midnight Riders 

4. GWR Riders 

5. Loyal Snow Angels 

6. Riplinger Rip Riders 

7. Thorp Sno Raiders 

 
  940.2.2.1   Trail Types 

  The County recognizes several different classifications of ATV trail and maps are 

found in Section 1020 of Chapter 1000 for reference: 

 

   1.  Funded Winter ATV Trails – A majority of state-funded snowmobile trails on 

the County Forest are also designated and funded as winter use ATV trails. There 

are approximately 170.86 miles of winter-funded ATV trail managed by Clark 

County, with 108.48 miles on County Forest lands. UTVs are not allowed on these 

trails during the winter months. 

 
  2.  Funded Summer ATV Trails – These are trail systems funded for only summer 

use. These trails are open from May 15 – October 31. There are approximately 63.4 

miles of summer-use ATV trails managed by the County, with all 63.4 miles on the 

County Forest. Of these 63.4 miles, 12.39 miles are considered grandfathered trails, 

meaning that they were established prior to August 1, 2012 and allow both ATV 

and highway traffic (cars, trucks, etc). 

 
  3.  Funded Year-Round Trails -- The entire Funded Summer ATV trails system is 

also a part of the Funded Winter ATV trail system. 
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  4. Funded UTV Trails – UTVs, or side by sides, are allowed on the entire Funded 

Summer ATV trail system. Clark County allows for UTVs on 63.4 miles of the trail 

system within the County.   

 
  5.  Funded Troute/Hybrid Trails – The ATV/UTV program does not allow for full 

maintenance funding on ATV/UTV trails that are open to highway traffic (cars, 

trucks, etc.). ATV trails with this dual use that were maintained and funded prior to 

August 1, 2012 are still funded at 100% of the annual per mile maintenance rate. 

This mileage is referenced above in Funded Summer ATV Trails. Trails funded 

after August 1, 2012 allow for partial funding under the following categories: 

 

  5a.  Troutes – these are gas tax roads used as a connector to trails or services 

and are funded at a rate determined by the full per mile funding rate less gas 

tax funding rate, not to exceed 50% of the full maintenance funding rate. Clark 

County maintains 24.7 miles of County Forest Road Troutes. 

 
  5b.  Hybrid Trails – these are trails designated as ATV trails, opened after 

August 1, 2012, that also permit highway vehicle traffic. These are funded at 

50% of the annual maintenance funding rate. Clark County currently maintains 

zero miles of Hybrid/Troute trails. 

   

       940.2.2.2   ATV Trail Maintenance 

  All summer ATV trail maintenance responsibilities fall to the County Forestry and 

Parks Department. This requires the frequent use of various types of equipment to 

both maintain and repair existing trail surfacing, the clearing of ditches and safety 

sight lines, sign maintenance and grooming. 

 
  Winter ATV trail maintenance is shared by both the County Forestry and Parks 

department as well as the seven previously listed clubs. This includes all 

maintenance duties as well as trail grooming. 
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  The County shall inspect and monitor trails, bridges and other infrastructure and 

attempt to secure funding from grants, or other sources, to periodically replace 

improvements or rehabilitate trail surfaces or bridges as needed. 

 
   940.2.2.3   Future ATV Trails/Routes 

The use and popularity of ATVs and UTVs increased dramatically over the period 

of the 2006-2020 County Forest Plan. Increased usage of trail systems has 

dramatically increased the need demand for trail maintenance in order to manage 

environmental damages.   

 
Adding ATV trails should be done as part of larger planning effort that incorporates 

considerations for impact on other users and user groups, how future trail systems 

will be maintained and impact on the natural resources. New ATV trails/routes will 

only be considered with the following framework: 

1. Loop trails will be discouraged unless part of a larger trail system that 

connects communities. 

2. Dead end trails will not be sanctioned as part of the County ATV trail 

system. 

3. Intensive use areas are not recommended and will not be permitted. 

4. New trails will only be allowed if they fit within an ATV plan established 

by the Committee. 

5. Trails will only be considered on suitable soils and in locations that allow 

effective and efficient maintenance and consider safety. 

6. Safety of user and maintenance personnel will be given primary 

consideration. 

 

It is critical that trail layout and design is done in such a way as to prevent erosion 

and soil loss. Trails will be developed to be long-term sustainable. For the purpose 

of this plan, sustainability is defined as follows: 

 
Sustainability – For the purpose of ATV trails, the term sustainability is intended 

to mean the development of a trail surface that is maintainable. It appears evident 
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there are no circumstances where an ATV trail can be considered sustainable 

without intensive maintenance. Of primary importance, trail surfaces need to be 

conducive to periodic grading or restoration that promotes water runoff from the 

trail surface and eliminates the opportunity for water flow to gain velocity, causing 

erosion. Trails should be built with a slight crown and appropriate ditching to allow 

for adequate and proper water dispersal.   

 
To this end, the construction and development of new ATV trails are to comply 

with the WCFA ATV/ORV Trail Standards, which is appended to this Plan in 

Section 1010 of Chapter 1000. 

 
 940.2.3   Designated Motorcycle Trails  

Knobby Ridge Off Road Motorcycle Trail 

This trail system consists of 18 miles of trail that wind and loop through a portion of the 

county forest. Ranging in skill level from beginner to advanced, the trail system was 

developed cooperatively by the Mid West Off Road Trail Riders, Central Wisconsin Ice 

Racing Association, Clark County and the Department of Natural Resources. The trail 

system was designed for off-road motorcycle recreation activities. Trails are closed for the 

period of March 15th to May 1st and November 1st to December 14th of each year. Trails 

may be temporarily closed due to natural disasters, for protection against forest fires or for 

other reasons as determined by the county. Off-road motorcycles may only operate on 

designated trails. Motorcycles are prohibited behind any gated, bermed or blocked location, 

or on any sign-restricted trail or designated non-motorized trail. 

 
940.3 RECREATION TRAIL PERMITS 

 940.3.1   Storm Water Discharge 

 In general, any trail construction or rehabilitation activities that disturb one acre of more 

of land will require a Storm Water Discharge Permit. There have been instances of 

inconsistent application of permit requirements statewide. In order to further define the 

County’s understanding and implementation of permit requirements, the following current 

acceptable process will be used for determining when a permit is needed:   
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 The 1-acre threshold will be determined by measuring/estimated new 

disturbance or disturbance of previously grassed surfaces. 

 Periodic grading of impervious or non-grassed trail surfaces is not considered 

disturbance. 

 Restoration of water filtration/diversion devices, such as sediment traps or catch 

basins, is considered maintenance and not disturbance. 

 Reconstruction of previously grassed ditch lines as part of trail rehabilitation is 

considered disturbance. 

 
 940.3.2   Chapter 30  

Permits are required for bridges or culvert crossings of navigable waterways. These permits 

will either be classified as general or individual, depending on specific site conditions. 

These permits are not required for culvert or bridge crossings of non-navigable or 

intermittent streams, nor are they required to install a clear span bridge over wetlands. 

 
 940.3.3   Wetland Fill 

 Permits are required any time that fill is placed in a wetland. Permits are available to fill 

small wetlands for recreation trail purposes. Wetland fill must be less than 10,000 square 

feet, and the permit does not require wetland mitigation. Clear span bridge and boardwalks 

placed on pilings generally do not require a wetland fill permit. Puncheon-style bridges do 

require a permit. 

 
945 RECREATION PROGRAM FUNDING AND GRANTS 

945.1 RECREATION AREA FUNDING 

 Funding for recreation areas is generally fee-based or paid through the county budget 

process, with contributions provided by the associated user groups. Aid for Development 

of Local Parks (ADLP) funding is available for facility development or enhancement, but 

there is normally a very high level of competition for these funds. 
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945.2 RECREATION TRAIL FUNDING 

 945.2.1   Non-motorized trail systems 

 At this time, there is very limited access to any grant funds that will assist with non-

motorized recreational trail maintenance. The County relies on trail passes, timber revenue, 

the Recreational Trails Grant Program and volunteer labor for maintenance. 

 

 945.2.2   Motorized trail systems 

 There are numerous grant programs available to offset motorized trail system costs. Clark 

County utilizes the following funding sources: 

1. Snowmobile Maintenance - $300/mile. 

2. ATV Summer Maintenance - $600/mile. 

3. ATV Winter Maintenance - $100/mile. 

4. UTV Summer Maintenance - $200/mile. 

5. ATV Rehabilitation - 100% grants. 

6. ATV Development - 100% grants. 

7. Troute Maintenance - 50% of the annual maintenance funding rate as referred to 

under 940.2.2.1.5. 

8. Recreational Trails Program – Grant percentages vary based on project 

application. 
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Guide to the Southern Boundary of the Wisconsin 

Portion of the 1837 and 1842 Ceded Territories 

August 2008 Version 4.0 

Clark County 

Boundary Features: 

(Eau Claire County) > S Fork Eau Claire River > Starks Rd > Sterling Ave > Popple River Rd > 

Resewood Ave > Mann Rd > Unnamed tributary to E branch Wedges Creek > East Branch 

Wedges Creek > Bobwhite Rd > Thomas Ave > County Hwy OO > Chicago Ave > Mann Rd > 

Marg Ave > Suckow Rd > State Hwy 73 > County Hwy H > Owen Ave > Suckow Rd > 

Cardinal Ave > Poplar Rd > Miller Ave > Bobwhite Rd > Catlin Ave > Heath Rd > South 

Branch Yellow River > (Wood County) 
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GENERAL SOIL TYPE DESCRIPTIONS:  The USDA – Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS), formerly known as the Soil Conservation Service (SCS), 
has grouped the soils of Clark County into eleven major soil associations. Please refer to 
the Major Soil Association Map of Clark County for their location.  

Freeon-Newood-Barronett Association
Deep and very deep, nearly level to moderately steep, poorly drained and moderately well-drained, 
loamy and silty soils on moraines, glacial lake plains, and stream terraces. 
♦ Current land cover:  One may find these soil types, primarily used as farmland, in the
northwestern reaches of Clark County. 

Loyal-Withee-Marshfield Association
Very deep, nearly level to sloping, poorly drained to moderately well-drained, silty soils on ground 
moraines. 
♦ Current land cover: One may find these soil types, primarily used as farmland, extensively
throughout the northern and eastern portions of Clark County. 

Withee-Kert-Hiles Association
Moderately deep and very deep, nearly level to sloping, somewhat poorly-drained and moderately 
well-drained, silty soils on ground moraines and pediments. 
♦ Current land cover: One may find these soil types, primarily used as farmland, extensively
throughout the east-central portions of Clark County. 

Fairchild-Elm Lake-Ludington Association
Moderately deep, nearly level to moderately steep, poorly-drained to moderately well-drained, 
sandy and mucky soil on pediments. These sandy soils formed from residuum derived from the 
underlying sandstone and shale. 
♦ Current land cover: One may find these soil types, predominantly forested, throughout western
and southwestern Clark County. 

Simescreek-Rock Dam Association
Very deep, nearly level and gently sloping, moderately well-drained to excessively drained, sandy 
soils on pediments and stream terraces. 
♦ Current land cover: One may find these soil types, mostly forested, in western Clark County.

Boone-Elevasil-Tarr Association
Moderately deep and very deep, nearly level to very steep, well-drained to excessively-drained, 
sandy soils on pediments and stream terraces. These sandy soils formed from residuum derived 
from the underlying sandstone. 
♦ Current land cover: One would find these soil types, primarily used as cropland, in southwest
Clark County. 
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Hiles-Kert-Veedum Association
Moderately deep, nearly level and gently sloping, poorly-drained to moderately well-drained, silty 
and mucky soils on pediments. These silty soils formed from residuum derived from the underlying 
sandstone and shale. 
♦ Current land cover: One would find these soil types, used for both farmland and forest, in
southeastern portions of Clark County. 

Flambeau-Merrillian-Fallcreek Association
Moderately deep and very deep, nearly level to moderately steep, somewhat poorly-drained and 
moderately well-drained, loamy soils on ground moraines and pediments. 
♦ Current land cover: One would find these soil types, currently used for the farmland and forest,
throughout northwestern and west-central Clark County. 

Almena -Spencer Association
Very deep, nearly level to sloping, somewhat poorly-drained to moderately well-drained, silty soils 
on ground moraines. 
♦ Current land cover: One would find these soil types, primarily used as farmland, in northwestern
Clark County. 

Merrillan-Veedum-Humbird- Association
Moderately deep, nearly level to moderately steep, poorly-drained to moderately well-drained, 
sandy and mucky soils on pediments. These loamy and silty soils formed from residuum derived 
from the underlying of sandstone and shale. 
♦ Current land cover: One would find these soil types, predominantly forested, throughout southern
Clark County. 

Maplehurst-Rib-Menahga Association
Very deep, nearly level and gently sloping, poorly drained to somewhat poorly drained to 
excessively drained, sandy and silty soils on stream terraces and within glacial landforms known as 
outwash plains. 
♦ Current land cover: One would find these soil types, predominantly forested, in west-central
Clark County. 
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A ASPEN 1,495 53,444 49 % 40 %

BH BOTTOMLAND HARDWOODS 40 1,722 2 % 1 %

BW WHITE BIRCH 8 142 0 % 0 %

H HEMLOCK 1 5 0 % 0 %

MR RED MAPLE 285 5,643 5 % 4 %

NH NORTHERN HARDWOODS 11 390 0 % 0 %

O OAK 719 16,805 15 % 13 %

OX SCRUB OAK 262 4,904 4 % 4 %

PJ JACK PINE 225 6,147 6 % 5 %

PR RED PINE 315 6,348 6 % 5 %

PW WHITE PINE 404 9,239 8 % 7 %

SB BLACK SPRUCE 29 2,718 2 % 2 %

SC SWAMP CONIFER-*OLD CODE, 
RECODE

1 33 0 % 0 %

SH SWAMP HARDWOODS 18 383 0 % 0 %

SW WHITE SPRUCE 8 109 0 % 0 %

T TAMARACK 55 1,394 1 % 1 %

Total: 3,876 109,426 98 % 82 %

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Division of Forestry

Property Forest Type Acreage Print Date:

Report 102

1000 - CLARK COUNTY FOREST

Fores
t Type Forest Type Description

7/9/2020

Stands Acres
Percent of 

Forested Acres
Percent of 

Recon Acres
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1000  - CLARK COUNTY FOREST COVER TYPES 

TYPE % of Total Acreage ACRES 

FOREST 

Aspen 40% 53,444 

Oak 13% 16,805 

Scrub Oak 4% 4,904 

Red Maple 4% 5,643 

Red Pine 

Jack Pine 

5% 

5% 

6,348 

6,147 

White Pine 7% 9,239 

Black Spruce 2% 2,718 

Tamarack 1% 1,394 

Bottomland Hardwoods 

Northern Hardwoods 

1% 

<1% 

1,722 

390 

Other Timberlands 

TOTAL FOREST ACRES: 

<1% 

81% 

672 

109,426 

NON-FOREST 

Marsh, Noncommercial Grass 9% 12,419 
Alder/Lowland brush 7% 9,224 
Right-of-Way 
Grass (upland) 

2% 2,718 

Intensive Use Area (gravel pits, 
campgrounds, etc.) 

<1% 213 

Open Water 

TOTAL NON-FOREST AC: 

<1% 

19% 

599 

25,306 

TOTAL ALL ACRES: 100% 134,732 
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WINX FLOWAGE MIGRATORY GAME BIRD REFUGE 

The Winx Flowage Migratory Game Bird Refuge (Winx Refuge) consists of 320 acres in the Clark County 
Forest (E½ of Section 24, T24N-R3W, Town of Hewett). The migratory game bird refuge boundaries are 
shown on the attached map. 

The area of the Winx Refuge includes 183 acres (57%) of upland and 137 acres (43%) of lowland. There 
are 42 acres of surface water and 8-10 acres of flooded vegetation. The upland timber types are 
comprised of aspen, oak, red maple, white birch, and white pine. The lowland is comprised of swamp 
grasses, alder, willow, black spruce, and waterway. 

Historically, the area designated as the Winx Refuge was a site where local farmers dumped their waste 
grains. The artificial food source surrounded by wetland habitat attracted waterfowl. In the 1980’s a 
local conservation group known as The Winx Club partnered with Clark County and the Army National 
Guard to construct an impoundment that was named the Winx Flowage. Winx is the Native American 
Ho-Chunk word for “duck”. The flowage improved waterfowl habitat and, along with the food source, 
large numbers of waterfowl began to frequent the area. 

Shortly after construction of the flowage, the USFWS and the State of Wisconsin considered a large area 
around the feeding site as a “zone of influence” meaning the birds in that area were attracted by bait 
and the hunting of migratory birds was effectively banned. In the 1990’s changes to federal law made it 
difficult to enforce this zone of influence leaving the game birds vulnerable to hunting once again. 

The Winx Club recognized the importance of maintaining a protected area for migrating game birds to 
sustain huntable populations and began a grass roots effort to create a refuge around Winx Flowage. In 
1999, the club presented a proposal, to the local Conservation Congress, for a migratory bird refuge 
around the Winx Flowage and the idea was overwhelmingly supported. The club then successfully 
approached the Clark County Forestry and Parks Committee to draft a Resolution on the club’s behalf to 
designate 320 acres surrounding the Winx Flowage as a migratory bird refuge. County Board of 
Supervisors unanimously passed the proposed Resolution #23-5-99 creating the refuge and passed it 
along to the State to be officially recognized under NR 11 as a migratory bird area closed to hunting. In 
2000, the State of Wisconsin officially recognized the Winx Flowage under NR 11.05 as being closed to 
hunting for migratory birds to continue the conservation practices that were practiced for more than a 
decade prior. 

While the practice of dumping waste grains no longer occurs near the refuge, the flowage continues to 
serve as a spring and fall staging area for geese, ducks, and other migratory birds. In the spring, 
approximately 42 acres of wetlands is flooded at average depths of 2-3’. This is an ideal depth for 
encouraging the growth of grasses and other aquatic vegetation. Waterfowl nest in the upland areas 
adjoining the flowage. The shallow water and aquatic plants promote insect populations that sustain 
ducklings and goslings. In the fall, the plants and seeds that were produced throughout the year provide 
food for migrating birds as they pass through the area. 
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In 2012, the Clark County Forestry and Parks Department, in cooperation with The Winx Club, began a 
project to rehabilitate the flowage embankment. Project took 3 years to complete and included 
excavating approximately 2,100’ of the embankment, filling in muskrat holes, placement of clay and 
breaker rock, and adding gravel on top of the dike for continued maintenance. Since the project was 
completed in 2014, The Winx Club hires a contractor to mow the dike annually and the County controls 
vegetation growing in the breaker rock as needed. 

In 2019, the WI DNR revised Chapters NR 11 and NR 15. The revisions removed the migratory game bird 
refuge status for the Winx Refuge. Clark County and The Winx Club wanted to ensure that the Winx 
Refuge remained a safe layover area for migratory birds. To achieve this desired goal, a county 
ordinance was adopted that prohibits the hunting of migratory birds in the E½ of Section 24 in Hewett 
Township (Clark County Code of Ordinances, Chapter 28, Sec. 28-81(b)). The hunting prohibition only 
applies to ducks, geese, brant, rails, coots, gallinules, woodcock, and snipe. All other lawful uses of the 
area are permitted. 
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SECTION 1005 

LAWS AND ORDINANCES 

1005.1 COUNTY FOREST LAW (s. 28.11, Wis. Stats) * 

28.11  ADMINISTRATION OF COUNTY FORESTS 

28.11(1)  PURPOSE. The purpose of this section is to provide the basis for a permanent program 
of county forests and to enable and encourage the planned development and management of the 
county forests for optimum production of forest products together with recreational opportunities, 
wildlife, watershed protection and stabilization of stream flow, giving full recognition to the 
concept of multiple-use to assure maximum public benefits; to protect the public rights, interests 
and investments in such lands; and to compensate the counties for the public uses, benefits and 
privileges these lands provide; all in a manner which will provide a reasonable revenue to the towns 
in which such lands lie.  

28.11(2) DEFINED. “County forests" include all county lands entered under and participating 
under ch. 77 on October 2, 1963, and all county lands designated as county forests by the county 
board or the forestry committee and entered under the county forest law and designated as “county 
forest lands" or “county special-use lands" as hereinafter provided.  

28.11(3) POWERS OF COUNTY BOARD. The county board of any such county may: 

28.11(3)(a) Enact an ordinance designating a committee to have charge of the county forests 
and specifying the powers, duties, procedures and functions of such committee. The members of 
such committee shall be appointed pursuant to s. 59.13 and may include well-qualified residents of 
the county who are not members of the county board.  

28.11(3)(b) Establish regulations for the use of the county forests by the public and to provide 
penalties for their enforcement.  

28.11(3)(c) Appropriate funds for the purchase, development, protection and maintenance of 
such forests and to exchange other county-owned lands for the purpose of consolidating and 
blocking county forest holdings.  

28.11(3)(d) Enter into cooperative agreements with the department for protection of county 
forests from fire.  

28.11(3)(e) Establish aesthetic management zones along roads and waters and enter into long-
term cooperative leases and agreements with the department and other state agencies or federal 
agencies for the use of the county forests for natural resources research.  

28.11(3)(f) Establish transplant nurseries for growing seedlings, from the state forest nurseries, 
to larger size for planting in county forests, but no ornamental or landscape stock shall be produced 
in such nurseries.  
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28.11(3)(g) Establish forest plantations and engage in silviculture, forest management and 
timber sales.  

28.11(3)(h) Engage in other projects designed to achieve optimum development of the forest. 

28.11(3)(i) Enter into leases or agreements, for terms not exceeding 10 years, to explore and 
prospect for ore, minerals, gas or oil upon any county forest lands. These leases or agreements shall 
contain proper covenants to safeguard the public interests in the lands involved and to guard against 
trespass and waste. The county board shall require proper security to ensure that the person engaged 
in exploration or prospecting fully informs the county of every discovery of ore, minerals, gas or 
oil and restores the land surface to an acceptable condition and value if no discovery of valuable 
deposit is made or if county forest lands are not withdrawn from entry under this section. Before a 
lease or agreement under this paragraph is effective, approval of the lease or agreement by the 
department is required. If the department finds that the proposed lease or agreement fully complies 
with the law and contains the proper safeguards, it shall approve the lease or agreement.  

28.11(3)(j) Enter into leases for the extraction of valuable deposits of ore, minerals, gas or oil 
upon any county forest land. If the extraction can be accomplished without permanently affecting 
the surface of the land, extraction leases may be entered into and extraction may occur while the 
land remains county forest lands. If the extraction cannot be accomplished without permanently 
affecting the surface of the land, extraction may not commence until the land is withdrawn as 
county forest land. Before an extraction lease under this paragraph is effective, approval of the 
lease by the department is required.  

28.11(3)(k) Establish energy conservation projects which permit individual members of the 
public to remove up to 10 standard cords of wood without charge from county forest lands for 
individual home heating purposes. The county board shall limit removal of wood for energy 
conservation projects to wood that is unsuitable for commercial sale. The county board may require 
a permit to remove wood for energy conservation projects and may charge a fee for the permit to 
administer projects established under this paragraph. A county board shall restrict participation in 
projects established under this paragraph to residents, as defined under s. 29.001 (69), but may not 
restrict participation to residents of the county. No timber sale contract is required for wood 
removed under this paragraph.  

28.11(4) ENTRY OF COUNTY FOREST LANDS 

28.11(4)(a) A county may file with the department an application for entry of county-owned 
land under this section. Such application shall include the description of the land and a statement 
of the purposes for which the lands are best suited. Upon the filing of such application the 
department shall investigate the same and it may conduct a public hearing thereon if it deems it 
advisable to do so at such time and place as it sees fit.  

28.11(4)(b) If after such investigation the department finds that the lands constitute a well 
blocked county forest unit or that they block in with other established county forest lands and are 
otherwise suitable for the purposes of this section it shall make an order of entry designating such 
lands as county forest lands. All county lands entered under and participating under ch. 77 on 
October 2, 1963 shall be designated “county forest lands" without further order of entry.  

28.11(4)(c) If the department finds that the lands are not suited primarily for timber production 
and do not otherwise qualify for entry under par. (b) but that they are suitable for scenic, outdoor 
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recreation, public hunting and fishing, water conservation and other multiple-use purposes it shall 
make an order of entry designating such lands as “county special-use lands".  

28.11(4)(d) A copy of the order of entry shall be filed with the county clerk and the county 
forestry committee, and the order shall also be recorded with the register of deeds.  

28.11(4)(e) From and after the filing of such order of entry, the lands therein described shall be 
“county forest lands" or “county special-use lands", as the case may be, and shall so remain until 
withdrawn as hereinafter provided.  

28.11(4)(f) The department may construct and use forest fire lookout towers, telephone lines 
and fire lanes or other forest protection structures on any lands entered under this section and the 
county clerk of such county shall execute any easement on or over such lands which the department 
may require for forest protection. The general public shall enjoy the privilege of entering such lands 
for the purpose of hunting, fishing, trapping and other recreation pursuits subject to such regulation 
and restrictions as may be established by lawful authority.  

28.11(5) (5) MANAGEMENT. 

28.11(5)(a) On or before December 31, 2005, a comprehensive county forest land use plan shall 
be prepared for a 15-year period by the county forestry committee with the assistance of technical 
personnel from the department and other interested agencies, and shall be approved by the county 
board and the department. The plan shall include land use designations, land acquisition, forest 
protection, annual allowable timber harvests, recreational developments, fish and wildlife 
management activities, roads, silvicultural operations and operating policies and procedures; it 
shall include a complete inventory of the county forest and shall be documented with maps, records 
and priorities showing in detail the various projects to be undertaken during the plan period. The 
plan may include an application for aids under s. 23.09 (17m). The application will be considered 
an annual application for these aids during the 15-year period of the plan. The initial plan may be 
revised as changing conditions require. Upon the expiration of the initial 15-year plan period, and 
upon expiration of each subsequent 15-year plan period, the plan shall be revised and shall be in 
effect for another 15-year period. If a plan under this paragraph is not revised upon expiration of 
the 15-year plan period, or if a plan under s. 28.11 (5) (a), 2003 stats., is not revised on or before 
December 31, 2005, that plan shall remain in effect until such time as that plan is revised and the 
revised plan takes effect.  

28.11(5)(b) An annual work plan and budget based upon the comprehensive plan shall be 
prepared by the county forestry committee with the assistance of a forester of the department. The 
plan shall include a schedule of compartments to be harvested and a listing by location of 
management projects for the forthcoming year. In addition the plan shall include other multiple-
use projects where appropriate. A budget, listing estimated expenditures for work projects, 
administration and protection of the forest, shall accompany the annual plan both to be submitted 
to the county board for approval at the November meeting.  

28.11(5m) COUNTY FOREST ADMINISTRATION GRANTS. 

28.11(5m)(a)The department may make grants, from the appropriation under s. 20.370 (5) (bw), 
to counties having lands entered under sub. (4) to fund all of the following for one professional 
forester in the position of county forest administrator or assistant county forest administrator:  

28.11(5m)(a)1. Up to 50 percent of the forester's salary. 
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28.11(5m)(a)2. Up to 50 percent of the forester's fringe benefits, except that the fringe benefits 
may not exceed 40 percent of the forester's salary.  

28.11(5m)(am) The department may make grants, from the appropriation under s. 20.370 (5) 
(bw), to counties having lands entered under sub. (4) to fund up to 50 percent of the costs of a 
county's annual dues to a nonprofit organization that provides leadership and counsel to that 
county's forest administrator and that functions as an organizational liaison to the department. The 
total amount that the department may award in grants under this paragraph in any fiscal year may 
not exceed $50,000.  

28.11(5m)(b) The department may not make a grant under this subsection for a year for which 
the department has not approved the annual work plan that was approved by the county board under 
sub. (5) (b). The department may not base the amount of a county's grant on the acreage of the 
county's forest land.  

28.11(5m)(c) The department may choose not to make a grant to a county under this subsection 
if the county board for that county is more than one year delinquent in approving a comprehensive 
county forest land use plan or revised plan under sub. (5) (a). 

28.11(5r) Sustainable forestry grants. 

28.11(5r)(a) In this subsection, “sustainable forestry" has the meaning given in s. 28.04 (1) (e). 

28.11(5r)(b) The department may make grants, from the appropriation under s. 20.370 (5) (bw), 
to counties having lands entered under sub. (4) to fund the cost of activities designed to improve 
sustainable forestry on the lands.  

28.11(5r)(c) The department may choose not to make a grant to a county under this subsection 
if the county board for that county is more than one year delinquent in approving a comprehensive 
county forest land use plan or revised plan under sub. (5) (a). 

28.11(6) TIMBER SALES AND CULTURAL CUTTINGS. 

28.11(6)(a)  Limitations. The county forestry committee is authorized to sell merchantable timber 
designated in timber sale contracts and products removed in cultural or salvage cuttings. All timber 
sales shall be based on tree scale or on the scale, measure or count of the cut products; the Scribner 
Decimal C log rule shall be used in log scaling. All cuttings shall be limited to trees marked or 
designated for cutting by qualified personnel recognized as such by the department.  

28.11(6)(b) PROCEDURES. 

28.11(6)(b)1. Any timber sale with an estimated value of $3,000 or more shall be by sealed bid 
or public sale after publication of a classified advertisement announcing the sale in a newspaper 
having general circulation in the county in which the timber to be sold is located. Any timber sale 
with an estimated value below $3,000 may be made without prior advertising. Any timber sale with 
an estimated value of $3,000 or more requires approval of the secretary.  

28.11(6)(b)2. Timber sales shall be subject to presale appraisals by qualified personnel 
recognized as such by the department to establish minimum sales value. Appraisal methods and 
procedures shall be approved by the department.  
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28.11(6)(b)3.  No merchantable wood products may be cut on any lands entered under this section 
unless a cutting notice on forms furnished by the department is filed with and approved by the 
department. Any unauthorized cutting shall render the county liable to the state in an amount equal 
to double the stumpage value of the cut products which amount shall be paid by the county to the 
state. If the county does not pay the amount of such penalty to the state, the department may 
withhold such amount from future state contributions to the county.  

28.11(6)(b)4. Within 90 days after completion of any cutting operation, including timber 
trespass, but not more than 2 years after filing the cutting notice, the county shall transmit to the 
department on forms furnished by the department, a report of merchantable wood products cut. The 
department may conduct any investigations on timber cutting operations that it considers to be 
advisable, including the holding of public hearings on the timber cutting operations, and may assess 
severance share payments accordingly.  

28.11(6)(c) Exception. Paragraph (b) 1. does not apply to any sale of timber that has been 
damaged by fire, snow, hail, ice, insects, disease, or wind. Timber damaged in that manner that is 
located in a county forest may be sold by the county forestry committee for that county on such 
terms and in such manner as the committee determines is in the best interest of the county.  

28.11(7) County forest credit. The department shall set up an account for each county showing 
the lands entered; the sums previously paid under s. 28.14, 1961 stats.; the sums hereafter paid 
under this section; the sums previously received in the form of four-fifths severance tax collected 
pursuant to s. 77.06 (5), 1961 stats.; the sums received as forestry fund severance share under this 
section; and the sums previously reimbursed to the state on withdrawn lands pursuant to s. 28.12 
(4), 1961 stats. Whenever the forestry fund account of any county shows an overpayment of such 
severance tax or severance share as of June 30 of any year, the department shall return such 
overpayment to the county. All severance taxes previously paid by any county and deposited in the 
general fund shall be credited to the forestry fund account of the county. If such credit exceeds the 
balance due to the forestry fund account from such county, the overpayment shall be credited to 
the county and applied in lieu of future severance shares due to the state until the county account 
is balanced.  

28.11(8) STATE CONTRIBUTION. 

28.11(8)(a) (a) Acreage payments. As soon after April 20 of each year as feasible, the department 
shall pay to each town treasurer 30 cents per acre, based on the acreage of such lands as of the 
preceding June 30, as a grant out of the appropriation made by s. 20.370 (5) (bv) on each acre of 
county lands entered under this section.  

28.11(8)(b) FORESTRY FUND ACCOUNT. 

28.11(8)(b)1. A county having established and maintaining a county forest under this section is 
eligible to receive from the state from the appropriations under s. 20.370 (5) (bq) and (bs) an annual 
payment as a noninterest bearing loan to be used for the purchase, development, preservation and 
maintenance of the county forest lands and the payment shall be credited to a county account to be 
known as the county forestry aid fund. A county board may, by a resolution adopted during the 
year and transmitted to the department by December 31, request to receive a payment of not more 
than 50 cents for each acre of land entered and designated as “county forest land". The department 
shall review the request and approve the request if the request is found to be consistent with the 
comprehensive county forest land use plan. If any lands purchased from the fund are sold, the 
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county shall restore the purchase price to the county forestry aid fund. The department shall pay to 
the county the amount due to it on or before March 31 of each year, based on the acreage of the 
lands as of the preceding June 30. If the amounts in the appropriations under s. 20.370 (5) (bq) and 
(bs) are not sufficient to pay all of the amounts approved by the department under this subdivision, 
the department shall pay eligible counties on a prorated basis.  

28.11(8)(b)2. The department may allot additional interest free forestry aid loans on a project 
basis to individual counties to permit the counties to undertake meritorious and economically 
productive forestry operations, including land acquisitions. These additional aids may not be used 
for the construction of recreational facilities or for fish and game management projects. Application 
shall be made in the manner and on forms prescribed by the department and specify the purpose 
for which the additional aids will be used. The department shall make an investigation as it deems 
necessary to satisfy itself that the project is feasible, desirable and consistent with the 
comprehensive plan. If the department so finds, it may make allotments in such amounts as it 
determines to be reasonable and proper and charge the allotments to the forestry fund account of 
the county. These allotments shall be credited by the county to the county forestry aid fund. After 
determining the loans as required under subd. 1., the department shall make the remainder of the 
amounts appropriated under s. 20.370 (5) (bq) and (bs) for that fiscal year available for loans under 
this subdivision. The department shall also make loans under this subdivision from the 
appropriations under s. 20.370 (5) (bt) and (bu). 

28.11(8)(b)3. All payments made under this paragraph shall be known as the “forestry fund 
account".  

28.11(9) COUNTY FOREST SEVERANCE SHARE. 

28.11(9)(a) Except as provided under pars. (b) and (c), on timber cut from lands entered as 
“county forest lands" the county shall pay a severance share of not less than 20 percent of the actual 
stumpage sales value of the timber. A higher rate of payment may be applied when agreed upon by 
the department and the county. When cutting is done by the county and timber is not sold or is sold 
as cut forest products the severance share shall be 20 percent of the severance tax schedule in effect 
under s. 77.06 (2). 

28.11(9)(ag) The severance share paid by a county to the state shall be credited to the forestry 
fund account of the county and shall be divided into 2 payments as follows:  

28.11(9)(ag)1. An acreage loan severance share payment that is equal to the product of 
multiplying the amount of the severance share paid by the county by the percentage of the balance 
due in the forestry fund account of the county that is attributable to loans made under sub. (8) (b) 
1. 

28.11(9)(ag)2.  A project loan severance share payment that is equal to the product of multiplying 
the amount of the severance share paid by the county by the percentage of the balance due that is 
attributable to loans made under sub. (8) (b) 2. 

28.11(9)(am) The acreage loan severance share payments shall be deposited in the 
conservation fund and credited to the appropriation under s. 20.370 (5) (bq), and the project loan 
severance share payments shall be deposited in the conservation fund and credited to the 
appropriation under s. 20.370 (5) (bu).  
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28.11(9)(ar)1.  Notwithstanding s. 20.001 (3) (c), if the sum of the unencumbered balances in the 
appropriations under s. 20.370 (5) (bq), (bt) and (bu) exceeds $400,000 on June 30 of any fiscal 
year, the amount in excess of $400,000 shall lapse from the appropriation under s. 20.370 (5) (bq) 
to the conservation fund, except as provided in subd. 2. 

28.11(9)(ar)2. Notwithstanding s. 20.001 (3) (c), if the amount in the appropriation under s. 
20.370 (5) (bq) is insufficient for the amount that must lapse under subd. 1., the remainder that is 
necessary for the lapse shall lapse from the appropriation under s. 20.370 (5) (bu). 

28.11(9)(b) No severance share payment is required if there is no balance due in the forestry 
fund account of the county. A severance share payment shall not exceed the balance due in the 
forestry fund account of the county.  

28.11(9)(c) No severance share payment is required for wood removed from county forest lands 
for energy conservation projects established under sub. (3) (k). 

28.11(9)(d) Of the gross receipts from all timber sales on the county forests 10 percent shall be 
paid annually by the county to the towns having county forest lands on the basis of acreage of such 
lands in the towns.  

28.11(11) WITHDRAWALS.  

28.11(11)(a)1.  The county board may by resolution adopted by not less than two-thirds of its 
membership make application to the department to withdraw lands entered under this section. The 
county board shall first refer the resolution to the county forestry committee, which shall consult 
with an authorized representative of the department in formulating its withdrawal proposal. The 
county board shall not take final action on the application until 90 days after referral of the 
application to the forestry committee or until the report of the forestry committee regarding the 
application has been filed with the board. The application shall include the land description, a 
statement of the reasons for withdrawal, and any restrictions or other conditions of use attached to 
the land proposed for withdrawal.  

28.11(11)(a)2. Upon the filing of an application to withdraw lands under subd. 1., the department 
shall investigate the application. During the course of its investigation the department shall make 
an examination of the character of the land, the volume of timber, improvements, and any other 
special values. In the case of withdrawal for the purpose of sale to any purchaser other than the 
state or a local unit of government, the department shall establish a minimum value on the lands to 
be withdrawn. In making its investigation the department shall give full weight and consideration 
to the purposes and principles set forth in sub. (1), and it shall also weigh and consider the benefits 
to the people of the state as a whole, as well as to the county, from the proposed use against the 
benefits accruing to the people of the state as a whole and to the county under the continued entry 
of the lands to be withdrawn. The department may conduct a public hearing on the application, if 
it considers it advisable, at a time and place that it determines, except that if the county requests a 
public hearing in writing, the department shall hold a public hearing.  

28.11(11)(a)3. If the department finds that the benefits after withdrawal of the lands described 
in the application under subd. 2. outweigh the benefits under continued entry of the lands and that 
the lands will be put to a better and higher use, it shall make an order withdrawing the lands from 
entry; otherwise it shall deny the application.  
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28.11(11)(a)4. If the application is denied, the county board may, by resolution adopted by not 
less than two-thirds of its membership, appeal to a review committee. The department shall submit 
the findings of its investigation and of any hearing on a proposed withdrawal to the committee, 
which shall be composed of the following members:  

a. One member appointed by the county board submitting the application for withdrawal.

b. One member who is appointed by the governor, who is from another county that has land enrolled
under the county forest law, and who shall be chairperson of the review committee. 

c. One member appointed by the department.

d. One member appointed by the University of Wisconsin from the College of Agricultural and
Life Sciences. 

e. One member to be selected by unanimous vote of the appointed members or, if the appointed
members fail to achieve unanimity, by the governor.  

28.11(11)(a)5. 5. The review committee appointed under subd. 4. shall, by majority vote within 60 
days after receiving the findings of the department, do one of the following:  

a. Approve the application for withdrawal if it finds the proposed use to be of a greater benefit
considering all losses and benefits to the people of the state as a whole, as well as to the people of 
the county.  

b. Provisionally deny the application for withdrawal giving specific reasons why it finds the
proposal deficient and making any suggestions for revising the application to reduce the conflict of 
the proposed use with the public interest.  

28.11(11)(a)6. If the committee approves a withdrawal under subd. 5., it shall notify the county 
board of its approval stating, as necessary, specific procedures to be followed by the county relating 
to the withdrawal. The county board may then by a resolution approved by not less than two-thirds 
of its membership, withdraw the lands from the county forest law and shall send copies of this 
resolution to the department and to the county register of deeds who shall record the resolution.  

28.11(11)(a)7. If the committee provisionally denies the proposed withdrawal under subd. 5., it 
may consider an amended application for withdrawal upon presentation of the application and 
supporting information, or it may require additional investigation of the amended application by 
the department before reconsidering the application. Any additional investigation shall include 
additional public hearings if requested by the county, the department, or the committee.  

28.11(11)(b) If the application is approved the county shall reimburse the state the amounts 
previously paid to the county pursuant to sub. (8) (b) which reimbursement shall be credited to the 
county forestry fund account; except that the department may waive all or part of such 
reimbursement if it finds that the lands are withdrawn for a higher public use or that the amount of 
such reimbursement is unreasonable when compared to the value of the land. If the department has 
waived any portion of such reimbursement and if at any subsequent time the land ceases to be used 
for the purpose designated in the application for withdrawal, the full amount of reimbursement due 
the forestry fund account on the lands withdrawn shall immediately become due and payable to the 
department and shall be credited to the forestry fund account, unless the department finds and 
determines that the lands will continue to be put to another higher public use in which case  
payments of such reimbursement may be deferred by the department so long as the lands are 

1000-29

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/28.11(11)(a)4.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/28.11(11)(a)5.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/28.11(11)(a)4.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/28.11(11)(a)6.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/28.11(11)(a)5.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/28.11(11)(a)7.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/28.11(11)(a)5.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/28.11(11)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/28.11(8)(b)


devoted to a higher public use. If payment is not made prior to the time of the next forestry aid 
payment to the county, forestry aid payments in an amount to be determined by the department 
shall be withheld until the amount due the forestry fund account is reimbursed.  

28.11(12) ENFORCEMENT. If at any time it appears to the department that the lands are not being 
managed in accordance with this section it shall so advise the county forestry committee and the 
county clerk. If the condition persists the department may proceed against the persons responsible 
for such noncompliance under s. 30.03 (4). 

28.11(13) REVIEW. All orders of the department made under this section may be reviewed 
under ss. 227.52 to 227.58. 

28.11 History: 1971 c. 215; 1975 c. 39 s. 734; 1975 c. 342; 1977 c. 29; 1979 c. 34 ss. 723 to 725, 
2102 (39) (a); 1983 a. 27; 1983 a. 192 s. 304; 1983 a. 424 ss. 2 to 5; 1985 a. 29 ss. 655ce to 655cg, 
3202 (39); 1985 a. 182 s. 57; 1987 a. 27; 1989 a. 31, 79; 1993 a. 16, 184, 301; 1995 a. 27, 201; 
1997 a. 237, 248; 1999 a. 9; 2001 a. 16, 103; 2003 a. 242; 2005 a. 48; 2007 a. 20. 

28.11 Cross-reference: See also ch. NR 48 and ss. NR 1.24, 47.60 to 47.75, and 302.03, Wis. adm. 
code.  

A county forest withdrawal appeal review committee under sub. (11) (a) is not  a state agency 
whose decisions are reviewable under ch. 227. Allen v. Juneau County, 98 Wis. 2d 103, 
295 N.W.2d 218 (Ct. App. 1980). 

 County boards cannot sell or exchange county forest lands without first  withdrawing them from 
the county forest program under sub. (11). 66 Atty. Gen. 109.  

Conservation easements and restrictive covenants are permissible in county forests as long 
as they are consistent with and do not interfere with the purposes of county forests and the 
management plans properly developed for them under the county forest law. OAG 08-10. 

1005.2   COUNTY ORDINANCES 
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Chapter 28 – Forestry and Parks 

Article I – General 

Sec. 28-1 - Purpose 
Pursuant to Wis. Stat. 28.11 and 59.52(6), the purpose of this chapter is to promote the health, 
safety, and general welfare of the community and to protect, safeguard, and manage county 
forest and parks to provide for sustained use and benefits of soil and water conservation, scenic 
value, recreational benefits, and fish/game resources. 

Sec. 28-2 – Definitions 
(a) Terms used in this chapter shall have the following meanings: 

(1) Committee means Clark County Forestry and Parks Committee. 
(2) Department means Clark County Forestry and Parks Department. 
(3) Vehicle means any automobile, semi-trailer, mobile home, travel trailer, all-terrain 

vehicle, utility terrain vehicle, motorcycle, snowmobile, or any similar transportation 
device powered by a motor. 

Sec. 28-3 – Applicability; Designations 
(a) Unless provided otherwise, this chapter applies to all real property, structures, facilities, and 

property owned, leased, and/or operated by the county and under the charge, supervision, and 
policy oversight of the Committee. This chapter also applies to all waterways which are 
adjacent to and contiguous with real property owned, leased, and/or operated by the county. 

(1) The properties subject to this chapter include, but are not limited to, the following, 
which are subject to change as determined by the Committee and Board: 

i. County Forest
1. Property located in the Towns of Butler, Dewhurst, North Foster,

South Foster, Hewett, Hixon, and Hoard, Levis, Mead, Mentor,
Seif, Sherwood, Washburn, and Warner

ii. Parks/Recreational Areas
1. Black River Recreational Area
2. Bruce Mound Winter Sports Area
3. Clark County Fairgrounds
4. Greenwood Park and Campground
5. Knobby Ridge Motorcycle Trails
6. Levis Mound Recreational Area and Campground
7. Mead Lake Park and Campground
8. Rock Dam Park and Campground
9. Russell Memorial Park and Campground
10. Sherwood Park and Campground
11. Sherwood Shooting Range
12. Snyder Park and Campground
13. Wildcat Mound Park
14. Wild Rock Park and Campground

(b) A map and/or list of property, with legal descriptions, subject to this chapter shall be 
maintained by the Department. 
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(c) Any future lands acquired by the county and placed under the jurisdiction of this Committee 
will be subject to these ordinances.  

Sec. 28-4 – Enforcement; Penalty 
(a) Violations of ordinances in this chapter may be enforced through the issuance of a citation or 

a violation notice. 
(b) Law enforcement and/or personnel as determined by the Department head may issue 

violation notices. 
(c) The issuance of a violation notice shall not impose a penalty greater than $75.00 pursuant to 

a penalty schedule approved by the Committee. 
(d) Violation notices shall provide for the following (if known): 1) Initials of issuer and date of 

issuance; 2) Full name, date of birth, and address of the alleged violator; 3) Ordinance 
allegedly violated; 4) Factual allegations, including time and place, describing the alleged 
violation; 5) Penalty; and 6) Where and when penalty shall be paid. 

(e) Penalties under a violation notice shall be paid within thirty (30) days from date of issuance. 
(f) Failure to timely pay the penalty under a violation notice may result in the issuance of a 

citation. 
(g) The issuance of a citation for violation of any ordinance in this chapter shall be subject to a 

forfeiture of not more than $500.00. 

Sec. 28-5 - Fees; Permits 
(a) Department, as established and approved by the Committee, may determine when a fee 

and/or a permit/registration are required for the use of any property or facility subject to this 
chapter as long as the fee is reasonably related to the use permitted. 

(b) A person or entity shall pay any required fee before using any facility or property. 
(c) A person or entity shall obtain and properly display a permit/registration while using any 

facility or property and comply with all permit conditions before and during the use of any 
facility or property. 

(d) Permits are non-transferable, non-refundable, and may be revoked at the Department’s sole 
discretion. 

(e) A list of fees and permits shall be maintained by the Department. 
(f) All permits issued shall be subject to all provisions of this Code. 
(g) Failure to pay a fee; to obtain and/or display a permit; or to comply with permit conditions is 

subject to enforcement as set forth in this chapter, including, but not limited to, the issuance 
of a citation. 

(h) The Department head or designee shall have the authority to waive any fees or permits. 

Secs. 28-6 – 28-20 – Reserved 

Article II – General Regulations 

Sec. 28-21 - Destruction; Entry 
(a) No person shall disturb, vandalize, damage, deface, remove, attach to, or destroy any trees, 

shrubs, plants, rocks, gravel, sand, dirt, berms, or other natural materials. 
(1) This prohibition does not apply to the picking of edible fruits, nuts, or fungi. 
(2) Tree stands and game cameras may be attached to trees so long as the tree is not 

damaged. 
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(b) No person shall carve, paint, damage, or mark any rocks, trees, archeological or geological 
features, signs, walls, structure, or other county property. 

(c) No person shall move, damage, or deface in any manner any structures, building, fences, 
signs, gates, posts, tables, or other county property unless expressly authorized by the 
Department.  

(d) No person shall enter, tamper with, use, or damage any building, installation, or area under 
construction, locked, closed to public use, or contrary to posted notice. 

(e) No person shall tamper with, use, or damage any water control structure, dam, or culvert. 
(f) No person shall plant or cultivate any tree, shrub, ground cover, seed or plant.  

Sec. 28-22 - Hours 
(a) No person shall enter, remain, or use any county park, campground, recreation area, or any 

picnic area in any county forest between the hours of 11:00 PM and the following 6:00 AM 
or contrary to posted notice with the following exceptions: 

(1) Persons registered to camp; 
(2) Vehicles or watercraft owned by registered campers; or 
(3) Persons hunting or fishing where allowed.   

Sec. 28-23 - Cleaning 
(a) No person shall wash, clean, or process vehicles, persons, animals, clothing, cooking 

utensils, fish, or wild or domesticated game in any body of water, picnic area, playground, 
bathroom, shower building, park, boat landing, parking lot, roadway, or within 100 feet of 
any pump, fountain, or drinking water outlet unless expressly authorized in designated areas. 

(b) If the processing of game is expressly authorized, persons shall properly discard cleaning 
remnants (i.e. animal carcass). 

Sec. 28-24 - Disposal of waste 
(a) No person shall discard, dispose, or leave any refuse, sewage, garbage, yard waste, or other 

waste materials in any manner unless said waste material is disposed of in a waste receptacle 
or area expressly designated for such purpose. 

(b) No person shall discard, dispose, or leave any charcoal residue on the ground, in containers, 
or in other areas unless expressly designated for disposal of charcoal residue. 

(c) No person shall discard, dispose, or leave any refuse, sewage, garbage, or other waste 
materials in any designated waste receptacle or area unless said waste materials were created, 
accumulated, or resulted from use of county facility or property. 

(d) Persons utilizing county facilities and property shall exercise good faith efforts to dispose of 
recycling waste products in designated receptacles for the collection of recycled waste. 

Sec. 28-25 - Noise 
No person shall, through the means of sound amplifiers, instruments, devices, vehicles, or any 
activities, produce unnecessary sounds or noise which may annoy or disturb a person or interfere 
with a person’s enjoyment. 

Sec. 28-26 - Fires; Fireworks 
(a)  No person shall start, tend to, or maintain any fire or burn any refuse except for in designated 

fireplaces, fire rings, in the county forest or unless otherwise posted. 
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(1) For fires in the county forest, fires shall not exceed three (3) feet in diameter and shall 
be surrounded by at least three (3) feet of mineral soil. 

(b) No person shall leave unattended or abandon any fire or discard any matches, cigarettes, 
cigars, pipe ashes, embers, or other lit items without first completely extinguishing such 
items. 

(c) No person shall have a campfire in any upright cooking grill. 
(d) No person shall possess, fire, discharge, explode, or set off any squib, sparklers, cracker, or 

other explosive or pyrotechnic device containing powder or other combustible or explosive 
material unless expressly authorized or the law provides otherwise.  

Sec. 28-27 - Firearms 
It shall be unlawful for any person (except law enforcement officials) to discharge any firearm, 
bow, crossbow or dangerous weapon in any county campground or Fairgrounds.   

Sec. 28-28 - Peddling, soliciting, advertising or doing business  
No person or entity shall peddle, solicit, distribute material, or post signs to advertise a business, 
event, or sale of goods or service unless expressly authorized. 

Secs. 28-29 – 28-50 - Reserved 

Article III - Operation and Parking 

Sec. 28-51 - Applicability 
This article applies to all trails, roadways, and surrounding areas on any county park, 
campground, recreation area, or county forest. 

Sec. 28-52 - Operation 
(a) No person shall operate a vehicle that causes damage to soil or natural vegetation.  
(b) No person shall operate an unauthorized vehicle on roadways or surrounding area that are 

gated, bermed, cabled, barricaded, closed, or posted prohibiting access. 
(c) No person shall operate a vehicle on designated cross-country ski trails, hiking trails, bicycle 

trails, or wildlife trails unless expressly authorized. 
(d) No person shall operate a vehicle on ATV/UTV trails, snowmobile trails, or similar trails 

unless such trails are posted allowing such operation. 
(e) No person shall operate a vehicle on trails and routes not designated for such use. Operators 

shall abide by all trail and route signs. 
(f)  No person shall operate any vehicle at a rate of speed that is greater than is reasonable and 

prudent under the conditions and having regard for the actual and potential hazards then 
existing.   

(g) No person shall operate an ATV, UTV, snowmobile or motorcycle when the trail is closed or 
during a DNR ordered fire ban. 

(h) No person shall operate an ATV, UTV, snowmobile, motorcycle, or other similar vehicle in 
the county forest during shooting hours of gun deer season as established by law. 

(i) During non-shooting hours of the gun dear season, a person may operate ATVs or UTVs on 
designated ATV/UTV trails. Any operation off designated ATV/UTV trails during the gun 
deer season is strictly prohibited.  
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(j) During shooting and non-shooting hours of the bear season, ATVs and UTVs may be 
operated on designated trails and off designated trails for the sole purpose of retrieving and 
transporting a bear carcass. Any other operation off designated trails is strictly prohibited. 

(k) No person shall cross county property to access private property with a vehicle unless 
permitted or the access road to private property is open to the public for use by vehicles. 

(l) The Department may authorize by permit a person with physical disabilities to operate a 
vehicle as a mode of personal conveyance.  

(m) A permit is not required for a person with physical disabilities to use a motorized wheel 
chair. 

Sec. 28-53 - Parking 
(a) No person, except authorized personnel, may park, stop, abandon, or leave (attended or 

unattended) any vehicle in any manner that blocks, obstructs, or limits use of any roadway or 
trail. 

(b) Unless expressly authorized, any vehicle that is left unattended for 48 hours or more may be 
deemed abandoned property constituting a public nuisance and be subject to removal and 
disposition by Department in accordance with applicable state law.  

Secs. 28-54 – 28-65 - Reserved 

Article IV – Water Recreation 

Sec. 28-66 – Swimming; Beach 
(a) No person shall swim or float on or in water adjacent to county property outside a marked or 

designated area for such purpose; within 50 feet of any boat landing; or 15 minutes after 
sundown. 

(b) No person shall swim, climb upon, or drive from/on or within 50 feet of any dam, boat 
landing, boat dock, or other water-based county structure unless expressly authorized. 

(c) No person shall use or possess any glass containers on a designated beach or swim area. 

Sec. 28-67 - Boundary buoy  
No person shall disturb, vandalize, damage, or float upon any beach boundary, dam marker 
buoy, or any other markers or buoys in any swimming area, adjacent to any dam, or in any other 
such marked area. 

Sec. 28-68 - Boating 
(a) Wis. Stat. 30.50 through Wis. Stat. 30.71 are adopted and wholly incorporated by reference. 
(b) No person shall leave, abandon, or deposit any boat, skiff, or other watercraft in water 

adjacent to county property or on county property in any manner which is: 
(1) Blocking, obstructing, or limiting use of any roadways, parking lot, boat landing, or 

beach; 
(2) Outside any designated area for such purpose; or 
(3) Contrary to posted notice. 

(c) Unless expressly authorized, any boat or other watercraft that is left unattended for 48 hours 
or more may be deemed abandoned property constituting a public nuisance and subject to 
removal and disposition by Department in accordance with applicable state law.  
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(1) Any boat or other watercraft that is identified as abandoned or stolen shall be 
reported to the department of justice by local law enforcement pursuant to Wis. Stat. 
30.543.  

(d) No person shall operate or use a boat or other watercraft within areas designated for 
swimming by markers, buoys, or other posting. 

(e) No person shall water ski on Sherwood Lake in the Town of Sherwood or on Arnold Creek 
in the Town of Dewhurst. 

(f) No person shall operate any watercraft at a speed in excess of slow no wake speed on 
Sherwood Lake and Arnold Creek in the Town of Dewhurst. 

Secs. 28-69 – 28-80 - Reserved 

Article V – Hunting 

Sec. 28-81 – Hunting; Shooting lanes 
(a) No person shall take, catch, kill, shoot, hunt, trap, pursue, or otherwise disturb any wild 

animals or birds upon any county park, campground or the Clark County Fairgrounds unless 
the law provides otherwise. 

(b) No person shall hunt migratory birds at any time in the Winx Flowage area described as the 
east ½ of Section 24, Township 24 North, Range 3 West in the Town of Hewett. Legally 
killed or crippled game may be retrieved by dog or hand from such area. 

(c) No person shall cut, displace, or remove timber or other natural material for shooting lanes. 
(1) Minor pruning is allowed between September 1 and March 31 for the placement of 

tree stands only.  
(d) No person shall hunt using any shooting lanes. 

Sec. 28-82 – Tree stands 
(a) No person shall install, occupy, or use any elevated hunting devices with the following 

exceptions: 
(1) Portable tree stands may be used and installed as long as such stands are installed no 

earlier than one week prior to the earliest designated bear or deer hunting season  and 
removed no later than one week following the end of the latest bear or deer hunting 
season. The placement, usage, or removal of such tree stands shall not cause any 
damage to trees or other natural materials. Tree stands shall not be bolted, nailed, or 
screwed in any manner to a tree. Use of screw in tree steps are prohibited. 

(b) Portable tree stands may be installed and left unoccupied as long as the following 
information is printed in English and attached to the tree stand in a clearly visible manner 
from the ground and kept legible at all times: 

(1) Owner’s Department of Natural Resources identification number; or 
(2) Owner’s name and address 

(c) The installation of a portable tree stand does not warrant exclusive territorial hunting rights in 
such area. 

Sec. 28-83 – Ground Blinds 
(a) A person may install, occupy, or use any ground blind under the following conditions: 

(1) Ground blind shall not be bolted, nailed, or screwed to any tree; and 
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(2) Ground blinds shall be installed no earlier than one week prior to the earliest 
designated bear or deer hunting season and removed no later than one week 
following the end of the latest bear or deer hunting season. 

(b) Ground blinds may be installed and left unoccupied as long as the owner’s Department of 
Natural Resources identification number or owner’s name and address is attached in a clearly 
visible manner to such blind, printed in English, and kept legible at all times.  

(c) Any tree stand or ground blind that is not marked appropriately or is not timely removed 
shall be deemed abandoned property and subject to removal and disposition by Department 
in accordance with applicable state law. 

Secs. 28-84 – 28-95 - Reserved 

Article VI – Animals 

Sec. 28-96 – Waste 
The owner or person having immediate control of an animal shall immediately remove and 
dispose of, in a sanitary manner, any waste left or deposited by the animal upon any county park, 
campground, recreation area, or the Clark County Fairgrounds. 

Sec. 28-97 - Restraints 
(a) The owner or person having immediate control of an animal shall keep such animal on a 

leash or restraint of not more than eight feet long in any county park, campground, recreation 
area, or the Clark County Fairgrounds.  

(b) The owner or person having immediate control of an animal shall not allow any animal to 
enter any building, beach or swim area unless expressly authorized or the law provides 
otherwise. 

Sec. 28-98 - Horses 
(a) No person shall ride, lead, or cause a horse to be on any beach, swim area, or picnic area 

unless expressly authorized. 
(b) No person shall tie a horse to any tree or improvement if a hitching post is available. 

(1) If a horse is tied to a tree or improvement, no person shall allow a horse to damage 
any tree or improvement.  

(c) No person shall ride or lead a horse in a careless, negligent or reckless manner so as to 
endanger the life or property of others. 

(d) No person shall ride, lead, or cause a horse to be on any designated trail when the trail is 
closed.  

(e)  No person shall ride, lead, or cause a horse to be on any designated trail at Levis Mound 
Recreational Area unless expressly authorized. 

Secs. 28-99 – 28-109 - Reserved 

Article VII – Camping 

Sec. 28-110 – Applicability 
This article applies to camping on county property. 
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Sec. 28-111 – Policy 
(a) The Committee shall adopt a camping policy regarding permitting, fees, reservations, 

conditions, and restrictions. 
(1) Such policy shall be maintained and administered by the Department. 

 
Sec. 28-112 - Permit  
(a) Camping shall only be allowed at designated campsites except for authorized camping in the 

county forest. 
(b) Any party, on behalf of a camping party, must obtain a camping permit before setting up a 

camping unit and camping. 
(1) Any person obtaining a camping permit shall be 18 years or older. 
(2) All camping permits shall begin at 3:00 PM on the first day of the permit period and 

expire at 1:00 PM on the last day of the permit period. 
(3) The county reserves the right to grant an extension at the Department’s sole 

discretion and extensions shall be requested prior to the expiration of any permit.  
(4) Permits are non-transferable, non-refundable, and may be revoked at the county’s 

sole discretion. 
(5) All campers shall comply with permit conditions. 

 
Sec. 28-113 - Time limits; Hours 
(a) No person shall camp and no camping unit shall remain for a period in excess of 21 nights 

within a 28-day period unless expressly authorized. 
(b) No camping party shall set up or take down its camping unit between the hours of 10:00 PM 

and the following 6:00 AM unless expressly authorized or in case of an emergency. 
(c) No person shall be allowed in designated campground areas between the hours of 11:00 PM 

and the following 6:00 AM unless expressly authorized, in case of an emergency, or the 
person is a registered member of a camping party. 

 
Sec. 28-114 - Site occupancy 
(a) One camping party shall occupy only one designated campsite. 

(1) One camping party shall consist of no more than eight persons, regardless of age and 
shall include at least one adult. 

(b) One designated campsite shall be occupied by only one recreational trailer, motor home, 
pickup camper, sleeping tent, or other authorized camping units unless expressly authorized.  

(1) Screen tents are permitted on a campsite in addition to a camping unit.  
(c) All camping parties shall occupy a camping unit overnight.  

(1) Sleeping in a motor vehicle not designed for sleeping purposes or sleeping in 
sleeping bags outside of a camping unit is prohibited except for authorized camping 
in the county forest.  

(d) No permitted camping party shall move from an assigned campsite to another campsite 
without prior authorization. 

 
Sec. 28-115 - Parking 
(a) No person shall park a vehicle or trailer outside the parking area designated at each campsite 

unless expressly authorized. 
(b) No person shall park a vehicle or trailer overnight at any boat landing parking lot except 

while fishing.  
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(c) No campsite at a designated campground shall have more than the following number and 
types of transportation parked: 

(1) 2 car or trucks;  
(2) 4 motorcycles and no cars or trucks; or 
(3) 3 motorcycles and 1 car or truck. 

(d) Types and numbers of transportation beyond these limits shall park in designated parking 
areas and pay a fee (if applicable). 

 
Sec. 28-116 - Timber 
(a) No person shall cut any timber for firewood unless expressly authorized. 

(1) Registered campers may gather and collect down and dead timber for firewood while 
camping at any designated campground or forest area. 

 
Sec. 28-117 - Camping prohibited 
(a) No person shall camp on county property except for campgrounds and areas designated for 

camping and in the county forest. 
(b) No person shall camp within 250 feet of a trail located at Levis/Trow and Wildcat Mound or 

at the top of Levis/Trow and Wildcat Mounds. 
 
Sec. 28-118 - Motorized devices 
No person shall operate or use a golf cart, electric scooter, unlicensed vehicle or mini-bike unless 
expressly authorized. 
 
Secs. 28-119 – 28-130 - Reserved 
 
Article VIII – Timber and Forest Products 
 
Sec. 28-131 - Policy 
(a) The Committee shall adopt a policy governing the sale of timber, cutting of timber, and 

gathering of downed timber on county property. 
(1) Such policy shall be maintained and administered by the Department.  

 
Sec. 28-132 - Permit 
(a) No person or entity shall cut, remove, transport, or harvest in any manner timber without a 

permit or unless expressly authorized. 
(b) Permits issued for harvesting timber are subject to the following conditions: 

(1) Permit holder is strictly limited to the harvesting activities and conditions specified in 
the permit. 

(2) Permits are revocable at the county’s discretion. 
(3) Permits are non-transferable and non-refundable. 
(4) Forest products shall be harvested only in the area designated on the permit. 
(5) Forest products shall be harvested within the time period stated on the permit. After 

the permit expires, the permit and any rights shall be revoked. 
(6) Forest products harvested shall not be resold and shall be used for personal use only. 
(7) Permit holder shall personally or in conjunction with the permit holder’s household 

family harvest forest products under the permit. 
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(8) Permit holders shall have the permit in his/her possession when harvesting and 
transporting forest products. 

(9) Use of ATVs, UTVs, tractors, skidders, or other timber harvesting equipment is 
prohibited. 

(10) Permit holder and anyone working in conjunction with the permit holder shall 
indemnify and hold harmless the County, its officers, agents, employees and 
members, from and against any and all claims arising out of or related to the 
harvesting forest products.  

(11) Permit holder shall be responsible for any damage to county property while 
harvesting forest products under a permit. 

 
Secs. 28-133 – 28-140 - Reserved 
 
Article IX – Gathering by Treaty Right 
 
Sec. 28-141 - Purpose 
To establish a permitting process enabling members of the Wisconsin bands of the Lake Superior 
Chippewa Indians the right to exercise the gathering of miscellaneous forest products on county 
property within the ceded territory. 
 
Sec. 28-142 - Permit  
(a) No treaty right participant may gather firewood, tree bark, maple sap, lodge poles, boughs, 

marsh hay, or other miscellaneous forest products (except fruits, seeds, or berries not 
enumerated in the Code) without a permit. Permits can be obtained by applying with the 
Department.  

(b) Those treaty rights participants who seek to gather miscellaneous forest products shall 
provide proper identification and present a valid tribal membership card upon submitting an 
application for a permit.   

(c) Upon receipt of an application, the Department shall respond to the gathering permit request 
no later than 14 days after receipt of said application. Said response shall either grant or deny 
the request or request additional information is the permit application is incomplete or 
incorrect. 

(1) The Department may not deny a permit request unless:  
i. The gathering is inconsistent with the forest management plan for said 

property; 
ii. The gathering will conflict with pre-existing rights of a permittee or other 

person possessing an approval to conduct an activity on the property, 
including a contractor of the county; or  

iii. Is otherwise inconsistent with conservation or public health or safety. 
(d) The issued permit shall indicate the location of the material to be gathered, the volume of 

material to be gathered, and conditions on the gathering of the material necessary for 
conservation of the timber and other forest products on the department land or for public 
health or safety. 

 
Sec. 28-143 - Rights; Conditions 
(a) Treaty rights participants engaged in gathering on county property may not impair or obstruct 

roadways, trails, or special use areas. Any forest products subject to gathering which are cut 
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and may impede or impair use of those trails or other special use areas shall be immediately 
removed by the treaty rights participant.  

(b) Any treaty rights participant engaged in gathering shall present the permit authorizing 
gathering miscellaneous forest products, and his or her tribal identity card. 

(c) Treaty right participants are limited to gathering forest products as stated on the permit. 
(d) Treaty rights participants gathering miscellaneous forest products on county land may not be 

assisted in the gathering by any person other than another treaty rights participant. Treaty 
rights participants may not permit any person other than another treaty rights participant to 
tend or operate equipment involved in the gathering. 
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SECTION 1005.2.2 
Clark County Code of Ordinances 

Chapter 22 – Land Use 

A copy of Clark County Code of Ordinances Chapter 22 – Land Use is available upon request at the Clark 
County Planning and Zoning Office located in the Clark County Courthouse or online at:  
www.clarkcountywi.com 
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SECTION 1010 

PERMITS, USE AGREEMENTS, POLICIES 

AND CONTRACTS 
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  TIMBER SALE CONTRACT      Contract No.:  XXXX 
CLARK COUNTY FOREST 

Tract No.:  XX-XX 
Date:  XX-XX-XX 

Agreement entered into between Clark County, through the Forestry & Parks Department, 517 Court Street, Neillsville, 
WI 54456; hereinafter referred to as the “Seller”, and 

hereinafter called “Purchaser”. The term “Purchaser” shall include all workers, employees, agents, subcontractors, and 
independent contractors that complete services on behalf of the “Purchaser”. The Seller and Purchaser in 
consideration of the covenants hereinafter set forth mutually agree as follows:  Purchaser may cut and remove all 
marked or designated forest products on the lands identified or described in maps or diagrams attached to and made 
part of this contract, subject to the following terms and conditions along with the objectives and policies outlined within 
the Clark County Forest Fifteen Year Comprehensive Land Use Plan. 

1. Contract Period. Purchaser will completely perform his obligations under this contract by the 1st day of
May/November, “YEAR”. An extension of time may, however be granted by the Seller with an adjustment in
stumpage rates. See Exhibit A for complete timber sale extension policy, which is wholly incorporated into this
agreement.

2. Performance Bond. Before cutting or removing any timber under this contract, Purchaser will deposit with the
Clark County Treasurer a cash performance bond or have a letter of credit or certificate of deposit, assigned to
Clark County Forestry and Parks Department. Bond amounts shall normally be equal to 25% of total estimated
value up to $15,000.00, except no bond will be less than $3,000.00. The seller has the option to waive the
performance bond requirement or exceed the maximum bond amount. The bond for this contract shall be
covered by the cash bond for contract #XXXX in the amount of $X,XXX.XX. Upon failure of Purchaser to
comply with one or more conditions of this contract, this performance bond may be forfeited to Seller upon
written notice by the Seller. Seller may seek actual damages as determined by the Seller and allowable under
the law. Purchaser may be required to forfeit other performance bonds of Purchaser held by the Seller if
damages exceed the amount of the performance bond for this contract.

3. Termination. Upon notice by the Seller to Purchaser that Purchaser is not in compliance with one or more
conditions of this contract, all operations must be suspended immediately and may not be resumed without
written authorization. The Seller may terminate this contract upon a breach as determined by the Seller or at
other times when deemed necessary by the Seller. The performance bond, less any damages levied by the
Seller for contract violations, will be returned to the appropriate party within 60 days after the services are
completed as determined by the Seller. The decision of the Seller, with consideration of advice given by the
Department of Natural Resources, as to whether Purchaser is in compliance with the terms of this contract,
shall be final. A Purchaser deemed by the seller to be in breach of this contract may also be considered an
irresponsible bidder and be refused the opportunity to bid upon or to obtain future timber sales of the Seller for
a period not to exceed two years from the date of determination of the breach.

4. Liability. The Purchaser agrees to protect, indemnify and save harmless the Seller, its officers, agents,
employees and members, from and against any and all causes of action, claims, demand suits, liability or

“CONTRACTOR” 
“STREET ADDRESS” 

“CITY & STATE” 
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expense by reason of loss or damage to any property or bodily injury to any person, including death, as a 
direct or indirect result of operations or in connection with any action or omission of the Purchaser, who shall 
defend the Seller in any such cause of action or claim. 

5. Insurance. Unless otherwise required in writing by the Seller, the Purchaser, prior to any performance under
the contract, shall provide the Seller with a certificate of insurance indicating that Worker’s Compensation
Insurance coverage is provided for all employees working under this contract, regardless of exemptions in
Chapter 102, State. Such certificate shall further include the condition that the insurer shall notify the Seller at
the Courthouse, Neillsville, WI within five (5) days of any change in its terms or twenty (20) days prior to its
termination.

6. Independent Contractor Relationship. The Purchaser is an independent contractor and not an employee or
agent of the Seller for any purpose including Worker’s Compensation. The Seller agrees that the Purchaser
shall have sole control of the method, hours worked, and time and manner of any performance under this
contract other than as specifically provided herein. The Seller reserves the right only to inspect the job site or
premises for the purpose of insuring that the performance is progressing or has been completed in compliance
with the contract. The Seller takes no responsibility for supervision or direction of the performance of the
contract to be performed by the Purchaser or the Purchaser’s employees or agent. The Seller further agrees
that it will exercise no control over the selection and dismissal of the contractor’s employees or agents.

7. Nondiscrimination. In connection with performance of work under this contract, the Purchaser agrees not to
discriminate against any employee or applicant for employment because of sex, race, religion, color, national
origin, or disabilities.

8. Operational Specifications. Purchaser will comply with all specifications for operations under this contract.
The tract description page from the prospectus is attached and is part of this contract. All cutting and
operational requirements listed on the map, prospectus cover letter and tract description page shall be fully
complied with.

9. Cutting Requirements - Hardwood Thinnings. All designated hardwood thinning areas have the following
cutting requirements and operational restrictions:

A. Harvest all trees, regardless of merchantability, in accordance with the specifications listed on the 
attached tract description page and map. Care must be taken to avoid damaging residual trees. 

B. No cutting, skidding or road building between April 1 and July 15. 
C. Road building will be kept to a minimum and residual stems avoided, whenever possible. 
D. Tree and pole length skidding will be considered on a case by case basis. 
E. Harvesting and road construction within designated oak and hardwood thinning acreage will not be 

allowed during the period of two growing seasons before a significant gypsy moth outbreak is 
expected until two growing seasons following the collapse of gypsy moth populations. The Seller 
will provide written notification to the purchaser restricting harvesting and road construction 
activities. This notification will be given by January 1st of each year for restrictions beginning the 
following April 1st. The seller will also provide written notification to the Purchaser, lifting the 
restriction after gypsy moth populations have crashed and trees have been given two growing 
seasons to recover. 

10. Cutting Requirements - Pine and Spruce Thinnings. All designated pine and spruce thinnings have the
following cutting requirements and operational restrictions:
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A. Harvest all trees, regardless of merchantability, in accordance with the specifications listed on the 
attached tract description page and map. Care must be taken to avoid damaging residual trees. 

B. Tree and pole length skidding will be considered on a case-by-case basis. 
C. All cut pine and spruce products must be removed from the sale area within two weeks during the 

period of May 15 through August 15. 
D. Purchaser shall apply Cellu-Treat fungicide to all conifer stumps within 24 hours of tree cutting. 

Purchaser shall apply Cellu-Treat according to product label directions. Seller will provide the Cellu-
Treat product and dye. Seller will also provide the purchaser with a backpack sprayer if needed. 
Application of Cellu-Treat is not required if the high temperature on the day of harvest is less than 
32 degrees. It is the responsibility of the contractor to obtain any state licenses or certifications 
necessary for contractual pesticide applications on Clark County property. 

11. Cutting requirements - Regeneration Cuts. All designated regeneration cuts have the following cutting
requirements and operational restrictions:

A. Harvest all trees in accordance with the specifications listed on the attached tract description page 
and map. Avoid damage to and no cutting of designated reserve trees, individually marked trees, 
Legacy Trees, or wildlife islands. Skidding through wildlife islands is only allowed with prior approval 
of the seller. 

B. All remaining live trees 2 inches in diameter at DBH and larger shall be cut, unless otherwise 
specified on the timber sale map. Non-merchantable tree stumps shall be no higher than 6 inches. 

C. To insure and protect aspen regeneration, all trees designated for harvest must be removed with 
the aspen. 

12. Consideration. Volume to be cut is estimated, not guaranteed. All timber marked or otherwise designated by
this contract to be cut, shall be cut to the satisfaction of the Seller, whether or not the quantity of such timber is
more or less than estimated. If there is less timber than estimated, the Seller has no obligation to make-up the
deficiency nor refund any or all monies paid.

13. Uncut Trees and Wasted Timber. Marked or designated trees left uncut, and unmarked or undesignated
trees cut or damaged, and timber wasted in tops and stumps shall be paid for at double the stumpage rate
specified. All marked boundary trees are to be left uncut unless otherwise specified on the prospectus cover
letter. Any young growth bent or held down by felled trees must be promptly released.

14. Slash along roads. Where any timber sale boundary adjoins any county forest primary road (forest road),
town road, county trunk highway, state highway or designated recreational trails, all slash within 100 feet of the
trail or road shall be lopped and scattered to within 3 feet of the ground. No treetops or limbs shall be left
leaning or hanging in standing timber.

15. Title to Products. Title to all forest products shall remain with the Seller until the products are paid for by the
Purchaser. Purchaser shall be responsible for payment of all damage or loss of forest products resulting from
fire, flood, theft or other reason; caused by Purchaser’s own fault during the course of his operation.

16. Prior Notification of Intent to Start. Purchaser shall provide at least 2 working days notice prior to starting
the logging operation, including building access. Purchaser must also provide notice if work is to cease more
than 2 weeks.
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17. Damage to Survey Monuments, Gates and Signs. The Purchaser agrees to pay for the cost of repair or 
replacement of any land survey monuments or accessories, gates, and signs, which are removed or destroyed 
or made inaccessible. Payment of cost or repair shall not prevent enforcement or recourse to other statutory 
provisions, which apply to such action or conduct of the Purchaser. 
 

18. Site Cleanup. All waste, trash, and debris generated by the Purchaser, shall be removed on a daily basis. All 
petroleum products used by the Purchaser shall be disposed of in an acceptable manner. Any on-site spillage 
must be removed and cleaned up by the Purchaser. The Purchaser shall maintain appropriate spill 
containment and clean-up kits on site in accordance with “Wisconsin’s Forestry Best Management Practices 
for Water Quality” field manual. 
 

19. Timber Trespass. Purchaser shall be responsible for identifying established boundaries of the sale area and 
shall be liable for all trespass committed by Purchaser outside of such boundaries. 
 

20. Forest Fire Protection. Purchaser shall do all in his power to cooperate with the fire protection officers to 
prevent and suppress forest fires and to comply with all state laws regarding timber slash disposal. All 
chainsaw and all off road logging equipment shall be equipped with spark arrestors which have been approved 
by the U.S. Forest Service. Such arrestors may not be altered or removed and shall be properly maintained. 
Roadways and trails shall be kept free from brush and waste resulting from the operation. 
 

21. Recreational Trails and Forest Roads. Use of recreational trails for timber access will be considered on a 
case by case basis. Conditions and time of year use of recreational trails shall be approved by the Seller. 
Forest roads may be used to access timber sales any time of the year under the following conditions: 

A. The Seller will provide periodic maintenance only. 
B. The Seller will not provide snow removal. 
C. Damages above “normal wear” will be repaired at Purchaser’s expense. 
D. Minimum 16’ forest road and ATV trail surface width must be maintained between wood piles. 

 
22. Logging Road and Sale Access Approvals. Location of logging roads, mill sites, and landings, must be 

approved by the Seller prior to construction, and maintained to the satisfaction of the Seller. Purchaser shall 
maintain forest haul roads in their original conditions. Logging roads and access points that intersect town, 
county, or state roads, or highways, must have the intersections approved by the proper authorities prior to 
construction. Purchaser shall comply with all provisions and conditions of approval. 
 

23. Assignment. This contract cannot be assigned in whole or in part, except as agreed upon by the Seller, and 
any modifications must be in writing, signed by both parties. 
 

24. Federal, State, and Local Regulations Compliance. Purchaser agrees to comply with all applicable federal 
state and local laws or regulations in connection with the performance of this contract. The Purchaser is 
responsible to comply with, and assure compliance by all employees or subcontractors with, all Occupational 
Safety and Health Act (OSHA) requirements for the health and safety of Purchaser’s employees, including 
provisions relating to danger trees. In addition, the Purchaser agrees to notify, and obtain agreement from, the 
seller if the Purchaser intends to modify performance required under this contract for the purpose of 
compliance with OSHA requirements. 
 

25. Documents. All documents prepared or furnished to Seller pursuant to this agreement by Purchaser and 
Purchaser’s subcontractors shall be the property of the Seller. 
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26. Wisconsin Public Records Laws. Purchaser must comply with the Wisconsin Public Records Law, as it 

applies to (1) all data provided by the Seller pursuant to this Agreement, and (2) all data, created, collected, 
received, stored, used, maintained, or disseminated by the Seller pursuant to this Agreement. In the event 
Seller receives a request to release data, Seller must immediately notify Purchaser. Seller will give Purchaser 
instructions concerning the release of the data to the requesting party before the data is released. Purchaser 
agrees to defend, indemnify, and hold Seller, its officials, officers, agents, employees, and volunteers harmless 
from any claims resulting from Purchaser’s officers’, agents’, Seller’s, partners’, employees’, volunteers’, 
assignees’ or subcontractors’ unlawful disclosure and/or use of protected data. The terms of this paragraph 
shall survive the cancellation or termination of this Agreement. 
 

27. Waiver. Any waiver by either party of a breach of any provisions of this Agreement shall not affect, in any 
respect, the validity of the remainder of this Agreement. 
 

28. Severability. Any enforceable portions of this Agreement shall be enforced even though other portions of the 
Agreement may be deemed unenforceable. 
 

29. Force Majeure. Unless caused by Purchaser’s own fault during the course of his operation, neither party shall 
lose any rights, be liable to the other party for damages or losses, or constitute a material breach for the failure 
of performance by the defaulting party if the failure is the result of a natural disaster, national emergency, the 
act or omission of a third party not party to this Agreement, or similar event outside of a party's control. 
 

30. Entire Agreement. This Agreement and referenced attachments are the entire agreement of the parties and 
the parties’ agreement is wholly integrated into this contract. This Agreement supersedes all oral agreements 
and negotiations between the parties relating to the subject matter hereof as well as any previous agreements 
presently in effect between the parties relating to the subject matter hereof. Any alterations, amendments, 
deletions, or waivers of the provisions of this Agreement shall be valid only when expressed in writing and duly 
signed by the parties, unless otherwise provided herein. 
 

31. Controlling Law. This Agreement shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the 
State of Wisconsin. In the event a dispute regarding this Agreement results in litigation, the parties agree that 
the circuit court for Clark County, Wisconsin shall be the appropriate venue. 
 

32. Diggers Hotline. The Purchaser is responsible to contact the Diggers Hotline or other informational sources 
performing similar services, prior to excavating or conducting other activities on the property, which may result 
in contact with utility, service lines or facilities. 
 

33. Release of Mill Records. The purchaser agrees that mill slips or records respecting timber from the Seller’s 
sale area are to be released to the seller upon Seller’s request and that the Purchaser will execute any letter or 
form of the Purchaser to that effect upon Seller’s request. 
 
Peeled Cordwood. All volumes are based on unpeeled stick scale measure. Unless otherwise specified – a 
cord is 4’ x 4’ x 100”. When peeled cordwood is measured, it is agreed that 12.5% will be added to hand 
peeled and roller or stroke head processor peeled volumes. Ring debarker and other machine peeled volume 
adjustment will be handled on a case-by-case basis. 
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34. Valuation Standards. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

35. Utilization Specifications. All trees containing one or more 100 inch sticks or 8 foot 6 inch logs, 50% or more 
merchantable, to the minimum top diameter are considered merchantable. 

• Whole Tree: No minimum top diameter. Includes all bark and limbs. 
• Fuel Rods: Minimum top diameter will be 2 inches Diameter Outside Bark (DOB) for all species. 
• Pulpwood: Minimum top diameter will be 4 inches DOB for all species. 
• Bolts: Minimum top diameter will be 8 inches Diameter Inside Bark (DIB) for all species. 
• Sawlogs: Minimum top diameter will be 10 inches DIB for hardwoods and 9 inches DIB for pine. Exception  

  for random length conifer less than 9 inches DIB (see paragraph 40 “Scaling”) 
• Co-mingled: When listed on the prospectus, refers to all pulp, bolt, and sawlog volume being  combined and  

  sold for one bid price. 
 

36. Stump Heights, Tops and Snags. Merchantable trees stump height shall not exceed stump diameter, except 
that stumps less than 10 inches in diameter shall not exceed 10 inches in height. Title to tops shall remain with 
the seller and may not be utilized by the Purchaser, or at the Purchaser’s direction, unless otherwise specified 
in this contract. Do not cut snags unless they pose a safety risk. 
 

37. Best Management Practices (BMP’s) and Other Guidelines: 

BMP’s for Water Quality. The Purchaser shall comply with all recommended BMPs for Water Quality 
guidelines as described in “Wisconsin's Forestry Best Management Practices for Water Quality” 
published by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, publication Pub-FR-093. A copy of this 
publication is available upon request to the Seller if not possessed by the Purchaser. 
 
Woody Biomass Harvesting Guidelines. The purchase shall comply with all General Guidelines as 
described in “Wisconsin’s Forestland Woody Biomass Harvesting Guidelines” published by the 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, publication Pub- FR-435-09, unless specifically provided 
otherwise below. A copy of this publication is available upon request to the Seller if not possessed by 
the Purchaser. The publication can also be found at the Wisconsin Council on Forestry website at:  
https://councilonforestry.wi.gov/Pages/WoodyBiomass/Default.aspx 
 
Forestry BMP’s for Invasive Species. The purchaser shall comply with all recommended Forestry 
BMPs for Invasive Species as described in “Wisconsin’s Forestry Best Management Practices for 
Invasive Species” published by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, publication Pub-FR-
444-09. A copy of this publication is available upon request to the Seller if not possessed by the 
Purchaser. The publication can also be found at the Council on Forestry website at:  
https://councilonforestry.wi.gov/Pages/InvasiveSpecies/Default.aspx 
 

 
SPECIES & PRODUCT EST. VOLUME AGREED RATE PER TOTAL EST. VALUE 

MBF TON 
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Berms. Upon completion of the timber sale, the Purchaser shall close all new access roads and all 
previously closed access roads with an earthen berm unless otherwise directed by the Seller. Berms 
shall be a minimum of 3 ½ feet high, extending the entire width of the road and in a location determined 
by the Seller. 

 
38. Gates. Gates to sale areas shall remain closed and unlocked during the working day and locked during non-

working hours. The Seller will provide two gate keys to Purchaser and Purchaser will return keys upon 
completion of the sale. 
 

39. Scaling:  
A. The Scribner Decimal C Log Rule shall be used for scaling hardwood sawlogs. 
B. The Scribner Decimal C Log Rule or cord scaling (converted to MBF) may be used for scaling pine 

sawlogs. 
C. No scaling will be done on less than 25 cords of pulp or 5,000 Bd. Ft. of sawlogs, unless it is the 

completion of the contract. 
D. The Seller has the option of requiring locked box ticket system or on-site cord scaling (converted to tons) 

or a combination thereof for any material sold on a per ton basis. See Exhibit B for operational procedure 
of Locked-Box Ticket System, which is wholly incorporated into this agreement. 

E. All sawlogs shall be separated from bolts and pulpwood when piled. Sawlogs shall be piled no higher than 
6 feet with all small ends on one side. 

F. All cut products sold by weight that are not weighed within 30 days, will be cord scaled by the Seller and 
converted to tons. 

G. All random length conifer material less than 9 inches DIB will be scaled and billed as sawlog material 
unless otherwise agreed upon with the Seller. 

 
40. Conversion Factors. The following conversion factors will be used: 

A. Conversion of MBF (thousand board feet) to cords or cords to MBF will be 2.44 cords per MBF for 
softwoods and 2.20 cords per MBF for hardwoods. 

B. The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Timber Sale Handbook 2461 weight conversion factors 
shall be used to convert stick scaled roundwood to tons except for mixed hardwood. The Clark County 
mixed hardwood conversion rate is 4,600 lbs. per cord. 

 
41. Soil Disturbance and Rutting. The Purchaser agrees to take all steps and precautions to avoid and minimize 

soil disturbances, such as soil compaction and rutting. If soil disturbances occur, the Purchaser agrees to work 
cooperatively to mitigate and repair any and all instances of soil disturbance. Excessive soil disturbance (as 
defined in Table 1) shall not be permitted. Purchaser agrees to contact Seller in the event of an excessive soil 
disturbance. 

1000-52



 

Table 1 - Thresholds for soil disturbances. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note:  The depth is to be measured from the original soil surface to the bottom of the depression. If individual lug 
depressions are visible, the depth would be measured to the lesser of the two depths (the “top” of the lug). The 
length is measured from the start of the “too deep” section to the end of the “too deep” section. Measurements are 
not cumulative. 

A. Prior to sale completion the Purchaser may be required to mitigate and repair soil disturbances to 
the Seller’s satisfaction. 

B. In exceptional circumstances the Seller may authorize the contractor to exceed the rutting 
limitations on primary skid trails, roads and landings, provided the Purchaser has taken all 
reasonable action to minimize rutting and providing that all BMPs are in place. 

C. Other restoration requirements (e.g. repair of soil disturbance or rutting on recreational trails used 
for skidding):   

 
42. Whole Tree and Fuelrod Utilization Allowance. Utilization allowance is an adjustment in pulpwood and 

boltwood stumpage rates. The whole tree and fuelrod utilization adjustment factors are below. 

   Whole tree   1.30 adjustment factor  
  Fuelrod   1.10 adjustment factor 
 
 The utilization allowance is calculated as follows: 
 
  Total Combined Bid Value of Pulpwood and Boltwood      
  Estimated Pulpwood and Boltwood Volume X Adjustment Factor = Adjusted Price/Ton 
 

Purchaser must meet the utilization specifications listed in paragraph 35 to receive the whole tree and fuelrod 
utilization allowance. Sawlog volume will not receive a utilization allowance and may only be chipped with 
authorization from the seller. 

43. Payment Instructions. Purchaser agrees to make stumpage payments within 30 days. After 30 days, 1.5% 
interest compounded monthly will be applied until the balance is paid in full. Interest will not be applied to 
balances of $200.00 or less, unless the balance is a closing contract balance. Advance stumpage payment is 
required to purchase haul tickets. 

 Purchaser agrees to make payment on Lump Sum sales in advance of removal of timber from the sale area. 

Timber Sale 
Infrastructure 

 
Soil disturbances are excessive if: 

Roads, Landings, Skid Trails, and 
General Harvest Area 

• A gully or rut is 6 inches deep or more and is resulting in 
channelized flow to a wetland, stream, or lake 

Roads, Landings, and Primary Skid 
Trails 

• In a riparian management zone (RMZ) or wetland, a gully or rut 
is 6 inches deep or more and 300 feet long or more. 

• In an upland area (outside of RMZ), a gully or rut is 10 inches 
deep or more and 66 feet long or more 

Secondary Skid Trails and General 
Harvest Area 

• A gully or rut is 6 inches deep or more and 100 feet long or 
more. 

• Roots of residual trees or reproduction are damaged causing a 
reduction in growth rates or reduced reproduction. 
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 A payment schedule may be made in advance of removal of timber from the sale, in a form acceptable 
to the Seller. 

44. Conflicting Sales. The Purchaser may not haul forest products on the same day from a lump sum sale and a 
woods scaled or locked box ticket system sale on land owned by the Seller without authorization from the 
Seller. 
 

45. Other Conditions:   

 

 

Contract No.:  XXXX 

 
This contract bonded with_____________________________________________________ 
 
In the amount of $ _____________________________ 
 
Receipt # __________________  Expires ___________  Date ___________ 
 
Bid Sale _______X_________________    Direct Sale _______________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto understand and agree to the provisions within this Agreement as of the 
day and year as indicated below. The undersigned hereby represents the full authority to bind the entity on behalf of 
whom the signature is provided. 
 

FORESTRY AND PARKS DEPARTMENT 
CLARK COUNTY, WISCONSIN 

 
 
 
______________________________________               By:_____________________________________ 
Purchaser                                                                                          County Forest Administrator 
 
 
 
Date ______________________                                      Date _______________________ 
 
 

 
 

Forest Stewardship Council® SCS-FM/COC-00083G  FSC 100% 
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EXHIBIT A 

 
CLARK COUNTY TIMBER SALE CONTRACT LENGTH/EXTENSION POLICY 

 
Timber Sale contracts will be approximately 2 years long. All contracts will expire on either May 1 or November 1, depending on 
when the contract is written. Exceptions may be made, where necessary, due to silvicultural needs. 
 
Extensions may be granted by the Forestry and Parks Department with the following limitations and conditions: 
 

1st extension - 12 months with 5% increase in stumpage 
2nd extension - 12 months with 10% increase in stumpage 

 
For the purpose of contract extensions, a contract shall be considered “complete” when all timber is cut and skid. Contracts must 
be complete and all stumpage paid for within 4 years. After 4 years, the Forestry and Parks Department may terminate the 
contract and buyer will forfeit all bond monies and any wood or timber (not already paid for) remaining at the sale location. 
 
Timber sale contracts subject to gypsy moth restrictions per paragraph 9E, will be extended with no increase in stumpage rates for 
the entire sale area. The no increase extension will apply until November 1st of the year the restriction is lifted. 
 
The Contractor may appeal the increase in stumpage, included with an extension, by making a written request to the Forestry and 
Parks Department. This request must be received one month prior to the expiration of the contract and include reasons why the 
increase should be waived. The only reasons, which will be considered, are unusual weather and poor market conditions. The 
individual making the request must be available to appear before the Forestry and Parks Planning and Lands Committee, if the 
need should arise.  
 
 

EXHIBIT B 

 
CLARK COUNTY FOREST & PARKS DEPARTMENT LOCKED BOX TICKET SYSTEM 

1. Purchaser buys tickets based on average load size and average price/ton of all species. Purchaser may buy any number 
of tickets. Full payment is required at time of purchase. 

2. Tickets are sold for the contract specified on the ticket and shall not be used for any other contract. 
3. Purchaser is held accountable for all tickets purchased. Upon completion of the contract, unused tickets shall be returned 

to the seller for full credit. Credit will not be given for lost or missing tickets. 
4. Lock boxes will be placed at a convenient location near the sale. 
5. A list of truckers that will be hauling wood and a list of destinations of all timber shall be provided to the Department. 
6. Each time a load of timber leaves the sale area, the ticket must be clearly and completely filled out. 

• The top portion (white) shall be deposited in the lock box. Tickets not completely inserted will be considered the 
same as failure to deposit tickets. 

• The middle portion (yellow) must remain in the possession of the person transporting the load, until the load 
reaches the mill. The driver then gives this copy to the scaler. The mill returns this portion, along with the scale 
slip, to this department. 

• The bottom portion (hard) is the Purchaser’s copy. 
7. Failure by either the Purchaser, Purchaser’s employee, officer, agent, trucker or designee to deposit a ticket in the lock 

box each time a load of timber is removed from the sale area will be considered a breach of contract. Contract may be 
canceled, bond forfeited, double stumpage charged or other action taken. 

8. Trucks may be stopped at any time to ascertain that a ticket has been deposited for a load. 
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TIMBER SALE PREWORK MEETING 
 
Sale #/Tract #:_________________________________  Date:_____________ 
 
Contractor Name:___________________________   On-site Foreman:______________ 
Phone #:__________________________________   Phone #:_____________________ 
 
Check all items discussed or covered during the pre-work conference.  Put an NA (not applicable) 
next to all items that do not apply. 
 
_____  Plan of operation and progression of work (equipment used, start/complete dates) 
_____ Review sale area – (treatment types, shearing requirements and how delineated in the field) 
_____ Locations of roads, landings, skid trails, stream/wetland crossings (access issues) 
_____ Building specifications of roads, landings, and stream or wetland crossings 
_____ Appropriate permits obtained (stream crossing, highway access) 
_____ BMP Issues (RMZs, wetlands, etc) 
_____ Aesthetic concerns and requirements 
_____  Recreational trail issues (restrictions, slash, signage/marked?) 
_____ Site preparation requirements 
_____ Protection of resources (survey markers, property lines, endangered resources, etc.) 
_____ Residual timber damage (snags, regen, island, individual leave trees, boundary trees) 
_____ Soil disturbance and rutting 
_____ Utilization standards 
_____ Slash and stump height requirements 
_____ Scaling system - Haul tickets, wood scale, lump sum (notification tickets/scaling, ticket box) 
_____ Forest product sorting requirements (log/bolt specs, MBF vs cords, pile heights, conv. factors) 
_____ Payment/billing procedures (Tickets, wood scale - 30 days, lump sum - advanced payment) 
_____ Gate maintenance, repair, & closures.  Issuance & return of keys. 
_____ Spills & control including trash cleanup (BMPs for water quality – spill kit) 
_____ Seasonal restrictions (Oak wilt, annosum, hauling pine products, endangered resource, etc) 
_____ Special restrictions/conditions 
_____ Insurance & performance bond (workers comp, expiration date?) 
_____ Close-out requirements – roads, landings, culverts, access (berms), keys, etc. 
_____ Contract expiration, contract extension policy, default and/or termination of contract 
_____ Other______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Comments:________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

SIGNATURES 
 
____________________________________ ______________________________ 
Clark County Representative    Contractor Representative 
 
____________________________________ ______________________________ 
Date       Date 
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Harvest Inspection Record  (R 7/20)   Page ____ of _____ Lock Box 

Date Hung:  ________  Date Removed:  __________
Logging
Contractor (Purchaser):      _____________________________ PRE-SALE MEETING WITH CONTRACTOR Temporary Access - Type  ____________________

CONTRACTOR COMPLETED Date Install:  _________  Date Removed:__________
On-Site Contractor:  __________________________________

Stream Crossing

Contract Keys Issued Date Install:  _________  Date Removed:__________
Number:  _____________________________ Date Issued:  ________  Date Returned:  __________

Hauling/Final Scale

County Timber Mats Date Final Scale:  _______________________
# Obtained: _________  Date Returned: ____________ Date Hauling Complete:  _______________________

HARVEST PERFORMANCE CHECKLIST - In Compliance (leave blank), Needs Attention (X), Non-Compliance (NC), Not Applicable (N/A)
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Date Inspector

HARVEST INSPECTION RECORD

Additional Comments
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Clark County Forestry & Parks 
Dead and Down Firewood Permit Conditions 

 
Standard Terms & Conditions 

 
1. Permittee must carry a permit at all times while cutting and transporting firewood. Firewood gathered 

under the permit may be inspected at Permittees premises by Clark County Forestry and Parks 
Department, Clark County Sheriff’s Department, Department of Natural Resources personnel, Clark 
County Timber Sale Contractor or any other authorized representative of this Department and Permittee 
further agrees to present the permit upon request by any representative of said agencies. 
 

2. May harvest logging trim, cull pieces, and non-merchantable logging debris. Permit DOES NOT include 
the cutting of standing trees (live or dead), pulpwood, logs, and any downed wood 8 feet or longer. 

 
3. Car and truck access is limited to open logging roads (trails that are not blocked by gates, berms, rocks, or 

posted with restrictions). Winter access by vehicle to the designated site is NOT guaranteed. 
 

4. Use of ATVs, tractors, skidders, etc. for the purpose of firewood gathering is prohibited. 
 

5. All trails and logging roads must be kept open and free of debris. 
 

6. No rutting or excessive soil disturbance is allowed on roads, trails, or within permit area. 
 

7. Travel on groomed snowmobile trails is prohibited. Travel on designated ATV Trails, ATV Routes and 
groomed forest roads is allowed with possession of the signed permit if needed to access permit area 
unless otherwise indicated on the Firewood Permit Area map. 
 

8. Firewood is available on a first come first served basis. 
 

9. No refunds will be issued. 
 

10. Cutting of unauthorized wood, particularly the cut or uncut products of a timber contractor, is grounds for 
revocation of the permit and prosecution. This also applies to old piles of forest products perceived to be 
abandoned. 

 
11. Permittee is responsible for physically checking the areas covered by the permit and understands and 

accepts that only the timber described in the permit will be gathered and only within the area designated by 
the permit. Permittee is  aware that he/she is responsible for the knowledge of land ownership boundaries 
and accepts all liability for any cutting he/she may do on non-county lands or lands not designated by the 
agreement. 

 
12. Clark County will not be responsible for any accident or property damage or any physical or other injury. 

Permittee understands and agrees that Clark County accepts no responsibility and is in no way liable for 
any injuries, physical or otherwise, or property damage that may occur to Permittee or anyone who 
accompanies Permittee while cutting or removing firewood under the agreement. Permittee further 
understands and agrees to secure and hold harmless Clark County against any injuries, loss, or damage to 
any person or property as a result of Permittee cutting or removing firewood under the agreement. 

 
13. Only one permit will be issued per household per permit period. 

 
14. Due to high fire danger, permits are not valid on Red Flag days as determined by the Wisconsin DNR. No 

firewood cutting or hauling activities will be allowed on these days. Permittee is responsible for knowing and 
checking current fire danger. 
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ACCESS PERMIT 

 
This permit made between “NAME”, “ADDRESS” (Permittee) and the Clark County 
Forestry and Parks Department (County) regarding car and truck access to private lands 
across county property shall consist of the following provisions: 
 
1.  Access shall be by way of an existing temporary road across the following real estate 

“LEGAL DESCRIPTION”, Township of _______, Clark County, Wisconsin and is 
indicated on the attached map.  The access road shall be as short and narrow as 
possible while avoiding as many trees as practical.  The County, prior to construction 
or improvements shall approve the location, design and construction methods of the 
access road.  Permittee is allowed only one access road across County property for 
access to the privately owned lands described in paragraph #2.    

 
2.  Access permit shall provide Permittee access from his privately owned lands in the 

“LEGAL DESCRIPTION”, Township of _______, Clark County, Wisconsin to 
“TOWN ROAD”.    

 
3.  This permit shall be between the County and Permittee and is non-transferable.  Upon 

transfer by Permittee of their privately owned lands, the transferee will have to apply 
for a new access permit from the County.   

 
4.  If  Permittee transfers their privately owned lands, the County will not unreasonably 

withhold the granting of a new access permit to the Purchaser(s) consistent with this 
permit.  The present administrative expense estimated for a new access permit for the 
Purchaser(s) is $500.00. 

 
5.  All access road construction, improvements, and upgrading must be approved by the 

County.  In order to reduce the risk for oak wilt and other forest insect and diseases, 
the Permittee agrees not to trim, prune, cut or remove live trees, including roots 
during the period of April 1st to September 30th of each year.  Prior notification of 
three (3) days is required before work starts.  All wood cut by Permittee on County 
owned lands is the property of the County. 

 
6.   Permittee shall be held liable for damages to County property.  The County property                                      

includes but is not limited to trees, vegetation, landscape and structures. 
 
7.   The County continues full ownership of the improved access road; however, it shall 

not be liable for maintenance or upkeep of the access road. 
 
8.   Permittee agrees not to place gates, poles, posts, earthen berms, cables or any 

obstruction of whatever nature on the county owned portion of the access road 
without prior written permission from the County. 
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9.  Permittee recognizes access road across County property will be open to public use, 
used to transport forest products and provide access for forest management. The 
County makes no guarantee of an unrestricted access road. Permittee recognizes the 
potential for access trail users to block or obstruct the access road. 

 
10. Permittee agrees that this permit is for the purpose of limited access to address their 

property needs. No ATV, unlicensed motorcycle or snowmobile use is permitted on 
the access road and adjacent county lands. 

 
11. Parties herein agree to waive any liability for injury or death incurred as a result of 

this permit. 
 
12. This permit does not constitute a legal easement. Permittee waives any and all rights 

they may have by adverse possession or prescription in and to the above described 
access road. 

 
13. Permittee waives any rights to any declaration of ownership or interest in the access 

road on County land. 
 
14. County may terminate this permit upon determination of breach of any portion by the 

Permittee or if Permittee is found in violation of any county ordinance or state law 
regulating the use of adjacent county lands, by providing the Permittee 30 days notice 
of this intent. Upon the termination of 30 days from notice, all provisions of this 
permit shall be terminated and become unenforceable. 

 
15. A fee of $500.00 has been paid to the County, prior to execution of the Permit, to 

cover associated administrative expense. This fee is non-refundable and does not 
guarantee a period of use other than as established by this permit. 

 
16.  The terms and conditions herein may be amended by mutual consent of the parties. 
 
 
Dated this __ day of MONTH, YEAR.                   By: __________________________    
            PERMITEE 
                                                                       
By: __________________________                      By: __________________________ 
       “ADMINISTRATOR”                                            PERMITEE 
       Clark Co. F. & P. Admin.                                        
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TEMPORARY ACCESS PERMIT FOR SILVICULTURE ACTIVITY 

 
This permit is entered into by “NAME”, “ADDRESS”, hereinafter referred to as the “Permittee”; Permittee’s 
authorized contractor, hereinafter referred to as the “Contractor”; and the Clark County Forestry and Parks 
Department, hereinafter referred to as the “Owner” for the purpose of obtaining ingress and egress across 
Owner’s lands described as follows: 
 
 “LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF PERMITTEE’S PROPERTY”  
 
This permit shall commence the ____ day of “MONTH”, “YEAR” and end the ___ day of “MONTH”, 
“YEAR”. 
 
It is understood by the Owner, the Permittee, and the Contractor that this permit is subject to the following 
conditions: 
 
1.  The sole purpose of this agreement is to allow the Permittee and the Contractor to have ingress and egress 

over Owner's property for the removal of forest products from the Permittee’s property. 
 
2.  Access shall be by way of the existing woods road as shown on Exhibit A. Permittee and Contractor are 

allowed only one access on existing road across Owner’s property for access to the Permittee owned lands 
described in paragraph #3. 

 
3.  This access agreement shall provide Permittee and Contractor access to Permittee owned lands in the 

“LEGAL DESCRIPTION”, Township of _______ via existing woods road located on Owner property in 
the “LEDAL DESCRIPTION”, Township of _______ in Clark County, Wisconsin. 
  

4.  This agreement shall be between the Owner, Permittee, and Contractor and is not assignable to any party. 
Permittee and/or Contractor must notify Owner at least three (3) days before any work starts. 

 
5.  All and any access road construction, improvements, and upgrading by Permittee and/or Contractor must 

be approved by the Owner in writing prior to any such construction, improvements, or upgrades. 
 

6.  In order to reduce the risk for oak wilt and other forest insect and diseases, the Permittee and Contractor 
agree not to trim, prune, cut, or remove live trees, including roots during the period of April 15th thru 
August 31st of each year. 

 
7.  All wood cut on the Owner’s property by Contractor and/or Permittee that is approved by Owner in 

writing is cut at the Contractor and/or Permittee’s expense. Unless the Owner agrees in writing, all wood 
cut by Permittee and/or Contractor on Owner’s land is without the Owner’s consent and the wood is the 
property of the Owner. 

 
8.   The Owner continues and maintains full ownership of the improved access road; however, the Owner shall 

not be liable for maintenance or upkeep of the access road.  
 
9.  Permittee and Contractor agree not to place gates, poles, posts, earthen berms, cables or any obstruction of 

whatever nature on the Owner’s portion of the access road without prior written permission from the 
Owner. 

 
10.  The Owner recognizes the access road will be used to transport forest products and provide access for 

forest management activities. The Owner makes no guarantee of an unrestricted primary or alternate 
access road.   
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11.  Permittee and Contractor agree to return access road to original condition by removing any logging debris 
and leveling the surface upon termination of this agreement. 

 
12.  The Permittee and Contractor agree to protect, indemnify and save harmless the Owner, its agents, and 

employees, from and against any and all claims, demands, suits, liability, and expenses of loss or damage 
to any property or bodily injury to any person whatsoever, that may arise from this agreement. 

 
13. This agreement does not constitute a legal easement. Permittee and Contractor waive any and all access or 

property rights they may, including rights through adverse possession or prescription, in and to the above 
described access roads. 

 
14. Permittee waives any rights to any declaration of ownership or interest in the access road on Owner’s land 

that are subject to this agreement. 
 
15. Owner may terminate this agreement at will by providing the Permittee and Contractor 5 days’ written 

notice. Upon the termination the termination of this agreement, all access rights stated in #1 are 
terminated. Paragraphs 11, 12, 13, and 14 shall remain in effect upon termination of this agreement. 

 
16. This agreement constitutes the entire agreement and supersedes any previous agreements or understandings 

between parties. No waiver, consent, modification, or change of terms of this agreement shall bind any 
party unless in writing and signed by all parties. 

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto understand and agree to the provisions within this agreement as 
of the day and year as indicated below.  The undersigned hereby represents the full authority to bind the entity 
on behalf of whom the signature is provided. 
 
            
Sign: _________________________________________  Dated:__________________ 
 
Print:__________________________________Permittee   
 
 
By: __________________________________________  Dated:__________________ 
  
Print:_________________________________Contractor   
     
 
By: __________________________________________  Dated:__________________ 
 
Print:____________________________________Owner       
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Clark County, Wisconsin 

Title: Use of Mobility Devices On Properties Under the Jurisdiction of the Clark County 

Forestry & Parks Committee 

Title:  

Use of Mobility Devices On Properties 
Under the Jurisdiction of the Clark County 
Forestry & Parks Committee 

 Effective Date: January 1, 2020 

 Adoption/Revision Date: July 10, 2019 

Custodian: 

Forestry & Parks Administrator 
Approving Body: 
Forestry & Parks Committee 

1. Authority

a. Wis. Stat. 28.11, 59.02, 59.03, and 59.51; 28 CFR 35.137; 42 U.S.C. 1213;
Wis. Admin. Code NR 45 

2. References

a. Various Clark County Forestry & Parks Committee minutes
b. Application/Permit to Operate a Mobility Device in County Forest – Forestry & Parks

Committee Minutes, June 11, 2019
3. Purpose

a. Clark County Forestry & Parks Department is committed to enabling the public to use
and enjoy properties owned by Clark County and managed by the Forestry & Parks
Department. The changes to ADA law, effective March 15, 2011, offer those who
require mobility devices greater access to park facilities, amenities, and trails. Clark
County is committed to ensure reasonable accommodations are provided for those
who require the use of a mobility device to access Clark County properties.

4. Scope

a. This policy applies to any individual who intends to use a power driven mobility
device (PDMD) on Clark County properties or facilities that are under the jurisdiction
of the Forestry & Parks Committee to access specific areas with a PDMD that would
otherwise be prohibited.

5. Policy Overview

a. The Clark County Forestry and Parks Department has completed an assessment of the
trails and other assets and have determined which PDMD devices of specific size are
authorized for use in specific areas. Information provided herein will describe which
PDMD devices can be used within Clark County Forestry and Parks Department
facilities and properties.

b. This policy sets forth the expectations and guidelines for all persons who apply for
and are issued a permit to operate a PDMD in properties or facilities under the
jurisdiction of the Clark County Forestry and Parks Committee. The guidelines are in
compliance with the Revised Final Title II Regulation of the Americans with
Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S. C. 1213).

6. Policy Performance

a. The quantifiable performance indicator for this policy is one-hundred percent (100%)
compliance by employees, agents, applicants, and permittees.

7. Definitions

a. The terms below shall have the following meanings:
i. Committee means Clark County Forestry and Parks Committee.

ii. Department means Clark County Forestry and Parks Department.
iii. Wheelchairs mean a manually operated or power-driven device designed
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Clark County, Wisconsin 

Title: Use of Mobility Devices On Properties Under the Jurisdiction of the Clark County 

Forestry & Parks Committee 

primarily for use by an individual with a mobility disability for the main 
purpose of indoor or both indoor and outdoor locomotion. Wheelchairs and 
manually powered mobility aids used by individuals with mobility disabilities 
shall be permitted in any areas open to pedestrian use. 

iv. Power-Driven Mobility Device (PDMD) means any mobility device powered
by batteries, fuel, or other engines – whether or not designed primarily for use
by individuals with mobility disabilities – that is used by individuals with
mobility disabilities for the purpose of locomotion, including golf carts/cars,
electronic personal assistance mobility devices (EPAMDs), such as Segway ®
PT, or any mobility device designed to operate in areas without defined
pedestrian routes, but that is not a wheelchair within the meaning of this
section.

v. Mobility disability means a physical impairment that substantially limits one
or more of the major life activities for an individual.

8. Permit

a. Individuals with mobility disabilities who desire to use PDMDs on Department
managed properties shall obtain a permit.

i. The individual may apply for such a permit by completing Attachment A -
Application/Permit to Operate a Mobility Device in County Forest and filing
such application with the Department at no cost.

b. When an applicant is requesting a permit, Clark County employees or agents shall not
ask an individual using a wheelchair or PDMD questions about the nature and extent
of the individual's disability.

c. The applicant may provide any one of the following proof as credible assurance that
the PDMD is required because of the person’s disability:

i. Letter/order that certifies the permit applicant’s use of a PDMD is required
because of the applicant’s physical disability that is executed by a medical
physician (MD/DO), physician assistant, or advance practice nurse prescriber

ii. Original or copy of valid, state-issued disabled parking placard/card
iii. Original or copy of valid DNR disability permit
iv. Verbal assurance not contradicted by observable fact

1. Only applies to in-person permit applications
d. Permittees are responsible to comply with all conditions and requirements set forth on

the permit.
i. In addition to the conditions stated on the permit, permittees are responsible to

comply with the following:
1. Operating a PDMD on any Department’s lands, leased, managed, or

maintained trails, paths, and roads carries a great responsibility during
its operation. Not only must the operator know and follow all
applicable traffic regulations, but they must also show concern for the
environment as well as other users of the property.

2. The misuse of a PDMD can cause the temporary or permanent closure
of Department’s lands, paths, trails, and/or roads. PDMD use in an
outdoor setting poses difficulties with terrain that may involve rain,
mud, snow, ice, debris, vegetation, tree roots, and water crossing
during poor weather conditions. These are inherent risks that may
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Clark County, Wisconsin 

Title: Use of Mobility Devices On Properties Under the Jurisdiction of the Clark County 

Forestry & Parks Committee 

cause injury to the operator and/or damage to the property or other 
participants using the Department facilities. The operator must operate 
cautiously while using a PDMD in Department properties. The 
operator voluntarily assumes full responsibility for these risks and 
dangers.  

3. A person may be asked to leave the site if the operator of a PDMD is
operating in an unsafe or disruptive manner. If an operator is using a
PDMD on a restricted location or contrary to permit conditions, the
user of the PDMD may be subject to permit revocation and possibly
prosecution.

e. Clark County does not warrant or guarantee that properties under jurisdiction of the
Committee are safe for use by a PDMD with the county not assuming any liability.
Certain risks are inherent in the use of Department properties and all users must
exercise reasonable care.

f. Department Head or designee has the authority to determine when a permit shall be
revoked or when any other action shall be taken with respect to PDMD use.

9. Attachments

a. Attachment A – Application/Permit to Operate a Mobility Device in County Forest

Revision History 

Adoption/Revision Date Overview of 

Adoption/Revision 

Adoption/Revision Reference 

July 10, 2019 Original Forestry & Park Committee 
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Clark Co. Forestry & Parks Department 
517 Court Street  

Application/Permit to Operate a  
Mobility Device in County Forest 

Neillsville, WI 54456 
715-743-5140 

Applicant Information 

Name (Last, First, MI) D.O.B. 
Mailing Address Street City 

State Zip Code 
Phone Number 
Driver’s License Number
Proof of Disability 
(check one) 

___Letter/order that certifies the permit applicant’s use of a mobility device is required because of the 
applicant’s physical disability that is executed by any of the following licensed professionals: 
1) medical physician (MD/DO); 2) physician assistant; or 3) advanced practice nurse prescriber

___Original or copy of valid, state-issued disabled parking placard/card 

___Original or copy of valid DNR disability permit 

___ Verbal assurance not contradicted by observable fact (in-person applicants only) 

Device/Vehicle Information 

Mobility Device Type 
(check all that apply) 

___ ATV    ___ UTV   ___ Golf Car   ___ Scooter         ___ Car    ___ Truck 

___  Other: 
Mobility Device #1 
Information 

Make Model 
Year Registration # & State 
Device Details 
(i.e. color, width, 
engine size)  

Mobility Device #2 
Information 
(attach additional sheets for more 
than two (2) devices)

Make Model 
Year Registration # & State 
Device Details 
(i.e. color, width, 
engine size)  

Vehicle Information  
(vehicle used to transport device)

Make Model Color 
Year License Plate & State 

Assistant Information (list up to two) 

Assistant Name #1 (Last, First, 
MI) 
Mailing Address Street City 

State Zip Code 
Phone Number 

Assistant Name #2 (Last, First, 
MI) 
Mailing Address Street City 

State Zip Code 
Phone Number 

* See permit terms and conditions on following page. Permittee is subject to terms and conditions.

The information provided on this application is true and correct under penalty of law. I have read, understand, and agree to all the 
notices, terms, and conditions of this permit. This permit is not valid unless complete and signed. This permit may be revoked for 
violation of any permit terms or conditions at Clark County’s discretion. 

Applicant’s Signature: Date: 

Department Use Only 

Date Application Received 
Application Status ___  Approved    ___  Denied 
Authorized Signature 

Date 
Permit Number Receipt Number 
Permit Expiration Date 
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If approved, this permit authorizes the permittee, having mobility disabilities, the use of a power-driven mobility device on 
established trails for means of personal conveyance in the Clark County Forest subject to the terms and conditions below. 

By signing the permit application, permittee understands and agrees to the following: 

(1) An issued permit may be suspended or revoked by the Clark County Forestry and Parks Department for permittee’s
failure to comply with permit terms and conditions or if permittee provides false information on the application. 

(2) If the mobility device is 50 inches or less in width, permittee may operate the mobility device on forest roads, 
permanent secondary roads, designated ATV trails, and gated trails, including operating the device around a gate to 
safely get to trail. Maps of gated trails are available upon request. 

(3) If the mobility device is more than 50 inches in width, permittee may operate the mobility device on forest roads, 
permanent secondary roads, and designated ATV trails only. Maps are available upon request. 

(4) To operate the mobility device only on established trails/roads unless otherwise provided. Off trail/road operation is 
prohibited except for the sole purpose of retrieving a deer carcass with a mobility device that is 50 inches or 
less in width. 

(5) To not operate any mobility device around any earthen berm/bunker that is placed directly across a trail/road. 
Operation of mobility device on trails/roads obstructed by earthen berm/bunker is prohibited. 

(6) To not operate the mobility device on dam embankments or on designated, single track recreational trails (i.e. trails 
specifically designated for skiing, horseback riding, motorcycles, and mountain bikes). 

(7) To operate the mobility device in a safe and responsible manner.  
(8) Permittee shall not cause unnecessary damage to vegetation or trail surfaces. Permittee shall be financially 

responsible for any resource damage and restoration that occurs as a result of the use of this permit. 
(9) Seasonal conditions and/or trail closures may require suspension or modification of this permit at county’s discretion.  
(10) To clean and properly dispose of all soil, vegetation, and debris from device and clothing prior to each use. 
(11) Use of a mobility device is at permittee’s own risk with permittee assuming full responsibility for all risks and dangers. 

Issuance of this permit does not guarantee safe conditions on permitted areas. Permittee and mobility device must 
have the capacity to safely negotiate trail features and obstructions.  

(12) Permittee shall indemnify, hold harmless, and defend Clark County, its officers, agents, and employees from 
any claims or liability for damage to person or property that may arise from permitted and/or unpermitted 
activities unless such claim or damage is caused, directly or indirectly, by the actions, omissions, 
negligence, or intentional acts by the County, its officers, agents, or employees. 

(13) The issuance of this permit creates no right to future access on permitted areas. Each application will be evaluated in 
accordance with the factors set forth in 28 CFR 35.137 and any existing trail or property assessment. 

(14) To carry this permit at all times of operation and present this permit to the county or law enforcement on demand. 
(15) To comply with all applicable laws and regulations as well as mobility device’s operation manual/procedures. 
(16) Permittee must apply at least seven (7) days before the issuance of a permit. 
(17) This permit is valid through December 31 of the year issued unless otherwise noted. 
(18) A maximum of one listed assistant may occupy the mobility device with the permittee for the sole purpose of assisting 

the permittee. No other individuals may occupy the mobility device.  
(19) If permitted mobility device is used to remove game, the device can be used to remove or otherwise transport game 

taken and tagged by the permittee only. 
(20) This permit is not transferable. 
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COUNTY FOREST CAMPING 

It is legal to camp on most Clark County Forest land. All campers are required to 
purchase a permit to camp prior to setting up camp. The associated fee is $7.00 per night 
and per unit. Clark County makes no guarantees as to quality of camping experience, due 
to common occurrence of inclement weather. Snow removal or towing of mud and/or 
snow bound vehicles will be at campers’ expense. 

Camping is not allowed within 250 feet of a trail located at Levis/Trow and Wildcat 
Mounds or at the top of Levis/Trow or Wildcat Mounds.  

County forest camping permits can be obtained at the Forestry and Parks office, Monday 
thru Friday during normal business hours or at Rock Dam Park, Russell Memorial Park, 
Sherwood Park, and Mead Lake Campground while managers are present. 

Self-registration opportunities exist at Wild Rock Park (Bald Peak Forest Rd), Wildcat 
Mound Park (CTH B), Oak Ridge parking lot (CTH M), Sherwood Shooting Range 
(Sherwood Rd), Knobby Ridge Motorcycle Trailhead (HWY 10), the horse trailer 
parking lot (Timber Lane Forest Rd), Snyder Park (Arndt Rd), Levis Mound Trail Center 
(Fisher Ave), and Levis Mound Parking Lot (CTH J).  A map showing the location of all 
self-registration kiosks and campground facilities can be found in Chapter 1000. 

Mailed camping permit applications must arrive at the above office at least 10 DAYS 
PRIOR to the first day of stay.

Permits maybe be purchased online prior to camping at:  https://webtrac.co.clark.wi.us/ 
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Updated:  04.12.16 

CLARK COUNTY FORESTRY CAMPING PERMIT APPLICATION 

1. Application must be submitted directly to the Clark County Forestry and Parks Department, 517
Court Street, Rm 103, Neillsville, WI  54456. Mail applications must arrive at the above office at
least 10 DAYS PRIOR to the first day of stay. Applications are not valid unless accompanied by
payment. Applications are not valid as a permit; camper must have permit from Forestry and
Parks Dept.

2. A separate application must be submitted for each permit. One person may submit full payment
for multiple permit applications.

3. Campers must obey all Clark County Forestry Ordinances.
4. NO REFUNDS FOR THE CAMPING FEE SHALL BE MADE!

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT: 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
Name of Applicant          Phone # 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
Street or Route 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip Code 

______________________ ________________________________________________ 
Vehicle Make Vehicle License Number & State 

Type of Camping Unit (one camping unit per permit, more than one unit may be placed on site). 

Tent ____________ Trailer or Camper _____________________________ (License Number) 

Camping Location_________________________________________________________________ 
Township  Section  Road  or Common Name 

For every 6 days paid for at the normal rate - the 7
th

 day will be at no cost.

Beginning Night Ending Night 
Month Day Month      Day 

Number of Nights __________  x $7.00 Nightly Fee = $ ____________________ 

Attach check or money order in total amount. Make payable to Clark County Treasurer 
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TREE STANDS AND GROUND BLINDS 

1. No person shall install, occupy, or use any elevated hunting devices, commonly
referred to as a tree stand, on any lands owned or under the control of Clark County
with the following exceptions:
A.)  Portable tree stands may be used and installed as long as such stands are installed

no earlier than one week prior to the earliest designated bear or deer hunting 
season and removed no later than one week following the end of the latest bear 
or deer hunting season. 

B.)  The placement, usage, or removal of such tree stands shall not cause any damage 
to trees or other natural materials. Tree stands shall not be bolted, nailed, or 
screwed in any manner to a tree. Use of screw in tree steps are prohibited.   

C.)   Portable tree stands may be installed and left unoccupied as long as the owner’s 
Department of Natural Resources identification number or owner’s name and 
address is attached in a clearly visible manner to such blind, printed in English, 
and kept legible at all times.  

2. A person may install, occupy, or use any ground blind under the following
conditions:
A.) Ground blind shall not be bolted, nailed, or screwed to any tree
B.) Ground blinds shall be installed no earlier than one week prior to the earliest

designated bear or deer hunting season and removed no later than one week 
following the end of the latest bear or deer hunting season. 

C.) Ground blinds may be installed and left unoccupied as long as the owner’s 
Department of Natural Resources identification number or owner’s name and 
address is attached in a clearly visible manner to such blind, printed in English, 
and kept legible at all times.  

3. Any tree stand or ground blind that is not marked appropriately or is not timely
removed shall be deemed abandoned property and subject to removal and disposition
by Department in accordance with applicable state law.

4. The installation of a portable tree stand or ground blind does not warrant exclusive
territorial hunting rights in such area.

HUNTING RULES & SHOOTING LANES 

1.) No person shall take, catch, kill, shoot, hunt, trap, pursue, or otherwise disturb any 
wild animals or birds upon any county park, campground or the Clark County 
Fairgrounds unless the law provides otherwise. 

2.) No person shall hunt migratory birds at any time in the Winx Flowage area described 
as the east ½ of Section 24, Township 24 North, Range 3 West in the Town of 
Hewett. Legally killed or crippled game may be retrieved by dog or hand from such 
area. 

3.) No person shall cut, displace, or remove timber or other natural material for shooting 
lanes. Minor pruning is allowed between September 1 and March 31 for the 
placement of tree stands only. 

4.) No person shall hunt using any shooting lanes. 
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REMOVAL OF STUCK OR ABANDONED VEHICLES POLICY 

Vehicles that are found to be stuck on property managed by the Clark County Forestry and 
Parks Department will be removed and towed by an approved tow company at the expense of 
the vehicle owner. The owner of the vehicle will be provided a list of approved tow companies to 
contact for removal based on the tow equipment that will be required for recovery as determined 
by Department employees or a Clark County Sheriff Deputy. The vehicle must be recovered 
within 24 hours after the owner is notified. If the vehicle is not recovered within 24 hours after the 
owner is notified, an approved tow company will be contacted directly by the Department or a 
Sheriff’s Deputy. Department employees and Sheriff Deputies are authorized to contact 
appropriate tow companies to remove stuck vehicles if the owner cannot be reached. The tow 
company will take possession of said vehicle in accordance with State and local laws. 

Abandoned vehicles on properties managed by the Clark County Forestry and Parks Department 
are governed by the Clark County Code of Ordinances, Chapter 28, Sec. 28-52 & 28-53 and 
Wis. Stat. 66.0139. Any vehicles deemed abandoned by the Department or a Sheriff’s Deputy 
may be removed in accordance with the Clark County Code of Ordinances and applicable State 
laws. Department employees and Sheriff Deputies will use the list of approved tow companies as 
per this policy. The tow company will take possession of said vehicle in accordance with State 
and local laws. 

The Sheriff’s Department maintains a list of tow companies for simple vehicle removals and 
recoveries. This list of tow companies will be used for any stuck or abandoned vehicle that can 
be recovered with basic tow equipment. The owner of the vehicle will be responsible for all costs 
of towing and storage of the vehicle. 

Vehicles that are stuck or abandoned on or off trail that require specialized recovery equipment 
must use an approved tow company. 
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Road Maintenance Policy for Primary County Forest Roads 
Revised:  2020 

Maintenance on primary forest roads receiving county forest road aid payments should 
include a monitoring program, which will ensure that Best Management Practices for 
Water Quality (BMPs) are providing adequate environmental protection and drainage 
structures are in proper working condition. Such monitoring should be ongoing and as 
needed. Road segments with more intensive use should be identified and examined more 
frequently to verify that water quality protection structures have not been degraded. 
Monitoring results should be documented and will be used to assist with locating portions 
of road that have more recurrent repair needs. Restoration of failing structures should be 
done in a timely manner to assure that BMP standards are being upheld. A copy of the 
forest road monitoring inspection sheet is attached on the next page. 

The Wisconsin County Forests Association (WCFA) will continue to pursue additional 
funding for maintenance on primary forest roads receiving county for road aid payments.   
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County Forest Road 
Inspection Report 

Road Segment_________________________________________________________________________ 
Inspection Prepared By__________________________________________________________________ 
Date_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Check ROAD USE 
_____ Heavy___________________________________________________________________ 
_____ Moderate________________________________________________________________ 
_____ Light____________________________________________________________________ 

SIGNS 
_____ Well Signed______________________________________________________________ 
_____ Improvement Needed______________________________________________________ 
_____ Signs Missing_____________________________________________________________ 

Best Management Practices 
_____ No Issues________________________________________________________________ 
_____ Drainage Structures Blocked_________________________________________________ 
_____ Culvert Blockage__________________________________________________________ 
_____ Culvert Replacement Needs_________________________________________________ 
_____ Bridge Issues_____________________________________________________________ 
_____ Sedimentation into Wetlands________________________________________________ 
_____ Invasive Plants____________________________________________________________ 
_____ Other___________________________________________________________________ 

Right-Of-Way 
_____ No Issues________________________________________________________________ 
_____ Ditch Work Needed________________________________________________________ 
_____ Brushing/Tree Removal Needs_______________________________________________ 
_____ Damage to Adjacent Trails__________________________________________________ 
_____ Other___________________________________________________________________ 

Road Surface 
_____ No Issues________________________________________________________________ 
_____ Grading Needs____________________________________________________________ 
_____ Gravel Needs_____________________________________________________________ 
_____ Road Crown or Sloping_____________________________________________________ 
_____ Erosion/Washouts_________________________________________________________ 
_____ Other___________________________________________________________________ 

_____ Miscellaneous____________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

Note:  Inspections should be done at regular intervals as needed to ensure that maintenance issues are being 
addressed; BMP’s are providing adequate environmental protection and drainage structures are in proper 
working condition.  Road segments with more intensive use should be identified and examined more 
frequently to confirm that the above mentioned conditions are being upheld.  Significant weather events 
such as heavy rainfall may require more recurrent monitoring as well. 
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Presented September 29, 2016 

WCFA ATV/UTV Sustainable Trail Guidance 

This document is meant to be used as guidance in the development or 

rehabilitation of state funded, “summer” use, county sponsored ATV/UTV trails 

In an attempt to simplify and standardize ATV/UTV grant applications from WCFA member 

counties, the following guidelines have been developed for new trail construction or trail 

rehabilitation projects. The guidance is not meant to apply to existing trails but should be 

followed when developing new trails and when trail managers determine rehabilitation is 

necessary due to environmental or safety issues.   

It is understood these trail guidelines cover normal situations on many of the trails, but in some 

cases there is good reason for building trails above and beyond the guidelines. In those cases, 

make sure you clearly explain and justify your reasoning for requesting more than standard 

amounts.  In a case where trail development or rehabilitation projects do not require the trail 

manager to achieve recommendations provided in this guidance and there are no 

environmental concerns, the application should explain and justify project circumstances.  The 

goal of a trail manager should be to develop and rehabilitate trails so they are sustainable and 

manageable for years to come when routine maintenance is applied.  

Some trail development or trail rehabilitation projects may only entail crowning and ditching of 

existing natural materials, most notably on trails that do not receive extensive use on a regular 

basis. When developing and rehabilitating heavily used trails, managers should consider adding 

a base layer of material to allow for routine trail grooming and maintenance.  

“The trail design should minimize the ecological impact of the trail and should retain the trail’s 

basic stability and shape through time without abrupt changes, recognizing there are both the 

human and natural forces at work on the trail surface.  The concept of sustainability also 

recognizes that appropriate maintenance and management are also necessary” ₁ 

Trails will be developed and maintained in a sustainable manner to meet Wisconsin Forestry 

BMPs for Water Quality guidelines and all WDNR permit requirements, including new 

stormwater discharge permit requirements, in an effort to prevent water runoff, soil rutting 

and erosion that may result in environmental degradation.   

₁ “So You Want to Build an ATV Trail”   WDNR PUB-CF-018      2005 
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Sustainability – For the purpose of ATV/UTV trails, the term “sustainability” is intended to 
mean the development of a trail surface that is maintainable.  It appears evident there are no 
circumstances where an ATV/UTV trail can be considered sustainable without intensive 
maintenance.  Of primary importance, trail surfaces need to be conducive to periodic grading or 
restoration that promotes water runoff from the trail surface and eliminates the opportunity 
for water flow to gain velocity, causing erosion.  Trails should be built with a slight crown and 
appropriate ditching to allow for adequate and proper water dispersal.  

Width – Trail widths should be adequate for intended uses, one-way trails can be built to a 9 

foot width.  It is recommended two-way trails have a 12 foot wide maintained trail running 

surface with 2 feet cleared on each side.  Trails should be wider where turns/corners are 

required.  Adequate width may also be dependent on slope, aspect, and visibility on curves.  

Please note that in most cases, total trail width must accommodate periodic maintenance 

equipment such as graders and dump trucks.   

General Design - All trails should be developed with a crowned or sloped surface (2 – 4% slope) 
to direct cross flow of water off the trail surface and into adjacent vegetation.  Trail design, 
rehabilitation and maintenance should be done in a manner preventing water from traveling 
parallel to trail direction.  All slopes should contain drainage structures at intervals as follows: 

(Table 4-2 taken from “Wisconsin’s Forestry Best Management Practices for Water Quality” – WDNR PUB FR-093 2010) 

Cross drainage structures should be primarily in the form of diversion ditches but may also 
utilize cross drain culverts, broad based dips, or water bars. 
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Slopes Greater than 10% - Steeper slopes should be avoided when possible.  In areas where 
there is no other alternative, slopes should be armored with material other than gravel or 
native soils.  2” or larger fractured rock spread at a minimum of 4” deep is preferable.  
Maximum erosion control is obtained when this material is compacted and incorporated into 
native soil.  Mat materials or concrete blocks stacked upright are also feasible alternatives on 
extreme slopes.  Depending on soil type, other alternatives such as 1 ½” rock to a desired 
depth, incorporated with appropriate amounts of gravel or other suitable material, are 
acceptable.  

Surface Material – Trail surfaces may be crushed gravel or native soils, depending on 
conditions, but should provide for the ability to grade/reshape/restore the trail surface and 
cross drainage patterns periodically.  Consider grading trail surfaces a minimum of twice during 
a riding season depending on traffic load and surface materials.  All trail surfaces should be 
adequately maintained to ensure longevity of base material and address environmental and 
safety concerns.   

Culverts – Evaluate the entire trail project to identify areas with periodic cross-trail water flow 
and install appropriately sized culverts at these locations.  Note that any stream crossing with a 
defined bed and bank will require a Chapter 30 permit for either a culvert or bridge. 

Trail Rehabilitation – Trail Rehabilitation projects should be considered a major reconstruction 
of the trail surface and should occur at no less than 8 year intervals, with exceptions for unusual 
circumstances.  The need for trail rehabilitation is somewhat dependent on terrain, soil type, 
and amount of use on a given trail.  A project should be considered as rehabilitation only if a 
minimum of 50% of the trail segment requires significant reconstruction.  Projects with less 
than 50% reconstruction should be considered part of annual maintenance.   

Bridge Rehabilitation – Bridge rehabilitation on ATV/UTV trail systems will follow snowmobile 
bridge rehabilitation guidelines contained in Wisconsin’s Snowmobile Trail Aids Program.    

Construction/Rehabilitation Standards by Soil Type 
It is highly recommended trail sponsors research and understand soil types in project areas.  
Consult county soil survey data or NRSC web soil data for reference in determining soil 
suitability for motorized use.  When relying on information contained in soil survey data, keep 
in mind mapped soil types in an individual county or specific area may not always accurately 
depict actual on the ground conditions.  Recreational trail projects require on-site visits and 
knowledgeable managers.  Most ATV/UTV trail systems require soil surfaces that can 
accommodate vehicular traffic for adequate maintenance, this often means accommodating 
loaded dump trucks and graders.   
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When applying surface material consider the following options: 
Sandy Soils – Establishment of ATV trails on native sand soils tends to result in “blown out” 
trails once the minimal organic layer on the surface of these soils is disturbed.  Underlying soils 
are extremely loose and often deep, resulting in difficult and dangerous riding conditions.  
Gravel surfaces are necessary on most of these soil types in order to create safe riding 
conditions and to minimize erosion and water quality issues. 

 Trail surfaces require 6” loose / 4” compacted gravel on a majority of trail systems
occurring in this soil type.

 Deep sand pockets and corners may require an underlying road fabric or geo-textile.
Any fabric materials must be covered with a minimum of 10” of rock, gravel or a
combination of materials.

Loamy Sand/Sandy Loam Soils – These soil categories provide a better opportunity to utilize 
native soils for the trail surface.  These soils do, however, present a greater risk of erosion.  Trail 
design must incorporate cross drainage and drainage structures that shed water from the trail 
surface before it can gain enough velocity to erode trail surfaces. 

 Trail projects on these types normally allow for at least a portion of the trail to lie on
native soils.

 Pockets of heavier soils, especially on the wetter end of sandy loams, will require gravel,
or other suitable material, surfaces.

 Particular attention must be paid to slopes on these types

 Soil types with larger rock components may require more gravel, or other suitable
material, to permit trail maintenance and grading activities.

Silt Loam/Loam/Clay Soils – These heavier soil types present special challenges.  While they 
may support periodic motorized traffic without causing damage, sustained use on native soils 
may cause rutting and soil compaction.  These ruts typically become water logged and continual 
motorized use degrades the trail surface rapidly to the point where they become impassable.  
An additional concern on these soils is once water pockets begin to form, many riders bypass 
the rough areas and extremely wide areas of damage rapidly develop. 

 Projects on these soil types typically require a minimum of 6” loose/4” compacted finish
material.  Some projects may require a maximum 4” – 6” crushed stone over a 6” base
course of graded rock.  A maximum of 12” loose / 6” compacted is accepted for these
types

 It may be more feasible on certain sites , especially those with long distance slopes (it is
common to find slopes of  ¼ mile or more on terminal end moraines with these soil
types), to add a larger diameter crushed rock as a base layer and a lighter gravel, or
other suitable material, cap over the top.  Rock armoring on these slopes is intended for
spot applications only and not the entire trail surface.
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Hydric Soils – Hydric soils are typically considered as wetland and trail development should be 
considered only as a last resort.  Trails on these soil types normally require wetland fill permits, 
either in the form of puncheon bridges or solid fill.  The permit process will likely dictate the 
majority of trail design on these soils. 

 Evaluate any alternatives to trails on hydric soils

 If crossing hydric soils is the only alternative, consult with WDNR Water Regulations
Staff to determine options

 For existing trails with wetland impacts already occurring, and less than 1 acre in size,
consider a wetland fill permit with geo-textile and larger crushed rock.

 For short crossing distances (generally less than 40 feet) consider a clear span bridge.

 For longer crossing distances, evaluate the use of puncheon/floating bridges.

Trail Types 
Rail Road Corridors - Use existing ballast as base layer. If grading only 1-2 times per year no 
other material is needed. If grooming on a weekly/bi-weekly basis, consider adding 6” of gravel 
compacted to 4” and maintain with grooming equipment. 

Multi-Use Trails - Apply a manageable base layer and follow suggested guidance contained in 

this document 

Troute/Hybrid Trails - Apply a manageable base layer and follow suggested guidance contained 

in this document. 
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Clark County Forest and Parks Special Use Permit 

PERMIT AGREEMENT made this “DATE”, between Clark County Forestry and Parks 
Department (“COUNTY”) of 517 Court Street, Neillsville, Wisconsin 54456, and “NAME OF 
PERMITTEE OR BUSINESS” (PERMITEE) of “ADDRESS”. 

This permit is required by Chapter 28-5 of the Clark County Code of Ordinances and 
Chapter 520.10 of the Clark County Forest 15 Year Comprehensive Land Use Plan. 

This permit is not intended to act as an access agreement or lease. 

PERMITTEE shall abide by all State of Wisconsin Statutes and DNR Administrative 
Codes, Clark County trail regulations, and Township regulations. 

All Clark County Ordinances must be followed. All public use fees (including but not 
limited to trail use fees and camping fees) apply to the PERMITTEE and their 
employees, agents, clients, guides, parties or guests.  

PERMITTEE is authorized to “INSERT PERMISABLE ACTIVITIES HERE”. 

The permitted activity shall not interfere with any other approved recreational or forest 
management activity in the area. This permit does not grant exclusive use of the 
designated area and public use of the area is allowed. 

PERMITTEE agrees to notify the County of any changes in condition, hazards, or 
problems related to the County Forest.  

PERMITTEE shall be held liable for damages to County property. The County property 
includes but is not limited to trees, vegetation, and landscape. 

PERMITTEE shall be held responsible to maintain all traveled areas to the standard set in 
the Forestry Best Management Practices for Water Quality Field Manual. 

All routine maintenance activities including but not limited to brushing, pruning, cutting 
of vegetation, shaping, grading, filling and surfacing must be approved, in writing, by the 
County prior to maintenance being performed by PERMITTEE. 
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Absolutely no cutting or pruning, due to oak wilt, allowed April 1st through September 
30th of each year. Cutting and pruning may take place with preventive measures and 
written permission from the Forestry and Parks Department from July 15th to October 1st; 
preventive measures may include wound paint, blade treatment, and no cutting of oak. 
Cutting and pruning is allowed on all other dates not listed above. 

PERMITTEE may not architecturally change (including but not limited to constructing 
new trails or relocations) any portion of the County property without written permission 
and specific directives by the County. 

PERMITTEE is authorized to “INSERT ANY SPECIFICS THAT ARE CONTRARY 
TO THE 15 YEAR PLAN”. 

PERMITTEE and its employees, agents or clients are not employees of Clark County and 
agree to protect, indemnify and save harmless Clark County from and against any and all 
causes of action, claims, demands, suits, liability or expense by reason of loss or damage 
to any property or bodily injury to any person, including death, as direct or indirect result 
of operations. 

PERMITTEE will cover all of the workers, employees, agents and client’s liability issues 
and maintain a current Certificate of Insurance. Liability coverage must be maintained at 
a minimum of $ 1,000,000. PERMITTEE shall provide Certificate of Insurance with 
execution of this permit and notify the County within five (5) days of any changes in its 
terms or twenty (20) days prior to its termination. (REQUIREMENT IF FOR-PROFIT 
BUSINESS) 

The County retains the right to enter into similar contracts with other parties. 

The County reserves the right to discontinue this permit upon violation of any condition 
within or upon written notice by the County. 

This agreement shall be between the County and PERMITTEE and is non-transferable. 

The permit fee is $XXX.00 and expires “DATE”. 

By:______________________ By: _______________________ 

PERMITTEE  Forestry Manager 

Date: _________________ Date: ______________________ 
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CLARK COUNTY - SPECIAL EVENT APPLICATION 

Organizational Contacts 

Organization Name 

President Name 

Address 
Street City State     Zip Code 

Phone Number E-Mail 

Representative Name 

Address 
Street City State     Zip Code 

Phone Number E-Mail 

Event Details 

Title:       Date(s):  

Time (start/end):         Number of years held:  

Explanation of Event: 

Description of all items and equipment that will be brought onto county property:  

How many individuals are anticipated to work the event and age range:   

How many individuals are anticipated to participate in the event and age range:  

How will the event be structured (judges, refs):  

Admission and/or participation fee required?     Please explain: 
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Event Location 

Specific site where event will take place: (Include staging area, legal description, township, section, range). 

Please attach a map showing the specific location of all activities planned including event route.   

Any private lands being crossed? If so attach plat book maps & permission form(s).  

Health and Safety 

Identify the nearest medical facility available in the event of an injury:  

You are required to contact emergency services to make them aware of your event. Please list contact name 

and phone number. 

Please list any means of communication available throughout the event. (cellular, radio, etc.) 

Bathroom facilities, sanitary dumps, water, showers that will be needed. 

Vendor Sales 

Will the event include vendor sales?   Please list types of sales and vendor name. _ 

Will alcohol be served? __________ Please explain. 

Do you have the required licience/ permit for alcohol sales? 
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Camping and Parking 

Please list any County Forest or Campground camping needs 

Please list where staging area, participant parking, and spectator parking will be 

Post-Event Maintenance 

Who will be responsible for cleaning up the area and where will refuse be disposed of.  

Certification and Signature 

I hereby certify that the information provided in this application form is true and correct to the best of my 
knowledge. All information contained herein, will become a part of the event permit entered into by the 
Forestry and Parks Department and organization.  

Application must be completed and returned to the Forestry and Parks Department, 517 Court Street, 
Neillsville, WI, 54456 a minimum of 3 weeks prior to scheduled event. 

The organization/person may be required to cover all of the workers, employees, agents and client’s liability 
issues and maintain a current Certificate of Insurance. Liability coverage must be maintained at a minimum of 
$ 1,000,000. The organization shall provide Certificate of Insurance made out to Clark County and naming 
Clark County as an additional insured with execution of this permit.  

The organization/person and its employees, agents or clients are not employees of Clark County and agree to 
protect, indemnify and save harmless Clark County from and against any and all causes of action, claims, 
demands, suits, liability or expense by reason of loss or damage to any property or bodily injury to any 
person, including death, as direct or indirect result of operations. I further agree to HOLD HARMLESS Clark 
County from any claims, damages, injuries or losses caused by my own negligence while performing 
volunteer labor. I understand and intend that this assumption of risk and release is binding upon my heirs, 
executors, administrators and assigns, and includes any minors accompanying me during the special event. 

Type or print Name and Title of Person Empowered By Organization to Request Event 

Signature              Date  

Review and Authorization 

Clark County Forestry & Parks           Date 

  Permit Approved   Permit Denied   Liability Insurance Required 
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CLARK COUNTY FORESTRY & PARKS 
NUISANCE BEAVER – TRAPPING PERMIT 

“DATE” 

To whom it may concern: 

As the Clark County Forestry and “Park Administrator/Forestry Manger”, with responsibility for the 
management of the Clark County Forest and Parks resources, I hereby authorize “PERMITTEE” of 
“STREET ADDRESS, CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE” to trap or shoot beaver populations located in areas which 
have the potential to cause damage to trails, roads, or flowages within the Clark County Forest. This 
shall include, but not limited to, public roads which run along the boundaries of the county forest. All 
removal activities must take place on county land. 

Wisconsin Administrative Codes and Wisconsin State Statutes, which are outlined in the Wis. DNR 
publication “Beaver Damage Control” dated December 1990, shall be observed at all times. 

The following is a list of general guidelines which PERMITTEE shall abide by: 

Permittee can: - remove all or portions of the beaver dams 
- trap on or near any lodge 
- cut stakes from live willow, aspen, cottonwood, and alder under 2” diameter for 
use as bait or trap stakes. Down and dead wood of any species can be cut and 
used in trap sets 

- trap or shoot any beaver year round with the exception that no shooting shall 
be done before or after legal shooting hours or during the 24-hour period prior 
to the opening of the gun deer season 

- use an ATV for the purposes of trapping, installing, monitoring and removal of 
traps 

Permittee cannot: - molest any active beaver lodge 
- trap on a dam 
- shoot beaver without a valid small game or sportsman license 
- trap beaver without a valid trapping license 

This permit shall be valid from “DATE” until “DATE”. 

By acceptance of this permit, NAME OF PERMITTEE indemnifies and holds harmless Clark County from 
any claims, damages, or liabilities resulting from any actions or inaction on their part. 

______________________________ _______________________________ 
Permittee Signature  Administrator/Forestry Manager 
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Individual entering into this agreement, herein after referred to as “Permittee”, is hereby authorized to gather wild ginseng on the 
Clark County Forest in accordance with s. 29.611 Wisconsin Statutes and Administrative Rules Chapter NR 28. Permit fee: $25.00. 
This permit is valid from “DATE” through “DATE”.  Permittee understands any permit violation will result in termination of this 
harvest permit and will place Permittee in violation of County Forest Ordinance 28-5. In addition to citations, double market value 
may be assessed against the Permittee for all wild ginseng harvested in violation of this agreement. 

PERMIT CONDITIONS 
1. Permittee must provide proof of his/her Wisconsin Ginseng Harvest License for Clark County record prior to issuance of

this harvest permit. 
2. Permittee must carry this permit at all times while harvesting wild ginseng on Clark County Forest property. Wild ginseng

gathered under this permit may be inspected at Permittee’s premises by Clark County Forestry and Parks Department, Clark 
County Sheriff’s Department, Department of Natural Resources personnel, or any other authorized representative of this 
Department and Permittee further agrees to present this permit upon request by any representative of said agencies. 

3. Must harvest wild ginseng in accordance with s. 29.611 Wisconsin Statutes and Administrative Rules Chapter NR 28.
4. Car and truck access is limited to open logging roads (trails that are not blocked by gates, berms, rocks, or posted with

restrictions).
5. Use of ATV’S or other off road motor vehicles for gathering wild ginseng is prohibited unless operating on designated

trails.
6. All trails and logging roads must be kept open to through traffic.
7. No rutting or excessive soil disturbance is allowed on roads or trails.
8. Wild ginseng is available on a “first come first served” basis.
9. No refunds will be issued.
10. Permittee is aware that he/she is responsible for the knowledge of land ownership boundaries and accepts all liability for

any harvesting he/she may do on non-county lands or lands not designated by this agreement.
11. Clark County will not be responsible for any accident or property damage or any physical or other injury. Permittee

understands and agrees that Clark County accepts no responsibility and is in no way liable for any injuries, physical or
otherwise, or property damage which may occur to Permittee or anyone who accompanies Permittee while harvesting wild
ginseng under this agreement. Permittee further understands and agrees to secure and hold harmless Clark County against
any injuries, loss, or damage to any person or property as a result of Permittee harvesting wild ginseng under this
agreement.

12. Only one permit will be issued per person per permit period.
13. Other:

By signing below the Permittee acknowledges that he/she understands and accepts all of the Clark County Wild Ginseng Harvest 
Permit conditions. 

  ______________________________,_________  PERMITTEE 
  Permittee                                                        Date            Name (Print):__________________________________________ 

  Address:______________________________________________ 

      Clark County Forest and Parks Department         City, State:_______________________________________ 

     By:___________________________________  Phone:__________________________________________ 
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METAL DETECTING POLICY 
Clark County Forestry and Parks System (Wisconsin) 

Metal detecting on County owned lands is governed by the Clark County Forest – 
10 Year Comprehensive Land Use Plan. Metal detecting is classified as a 
Special Use and requires a permit authorized by the Clark County Forestry and 
Parks Committee. There may or may not be an administrative fee charged for 
this type of permit. 

Any permit request should be directed to the Clark County Forestry and Parks 
Administrator, 517 Court St., Neillsville, WI  54456:  Phone (715) 743-5140. 
Request for permit will include: location of planned metal detecting activity, 
duration of planned activity, and assurance of no intent to disturb historical or 
archeological sites. 
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CLARK CO. FORESTRY & PARKS DEPT. SPHAGNUM MOSS CONTRACT 
517 COURT STREET “MONTH”  “YEAR” 
NEILLSVILLE WI  54456 

LUMP SUM 

CLARK COUNTY FOREST CONTRACT NO._____________ 

This contract is made by and between   _______________________________________of   
_______________________________________ hereinafter called the purchaser, and Clark 
County Forestry and Parks Department, Neillsville, Wisconsin, called the seller. 

The seller hereby authorizes the purchaser to pull and harvest all sphagnum moss designated on 
the following described lands, hereinafter called the premises: 
_________________________________________________________________  
which are further described on the maps, or diagrams attached hereto and made a part hereof. 

The seller and the purchaser mutually agree that this contract is subject the following conditions: 

CONTRACT PERIOD AND TERMINATION 

1) Harvesting of sphagnum moss on the premises may start after the seller and purchaser have
signed this contract and the purchaser has provided the seller with the required performance
bond and certificate of insurance and will continue with reasonable diligence so that the
mossing operation will be completed no later than    “DATE”.  If extensions of this contract
are agreed upon by the parties the moss prices may be adjusted as follows:

12 month extension:  0% increase 

No additional extensions beyond one – 12 month extension will be considered. 

2) The seller shall give the purchaser written notice in the event of a breach of any condition of
the contract.  Operations shall cease immediately on any and all existing contracts with the
seller upon receipt of such notice(s) by the purchaser, and continued occupancy shall be
considered a trespass.  Operations may not be resumed without written authorization from the
seller.

3) The seller may terminate this contract for a breach of any condition or for any reasons
deemed necessary by the seller by giving the purchaser a written authorization from the
seller.

4) Purchaser has provided a performance bond in the amount of _____________with the seller
to be held until the completion of all conditions of this contract are met to the satisfaction of
the seller.  Upon failure of the purchaser to comply with one or more conditions of this
contract, this performance bond or a portion of, may be forfeited to seller upon written notice
by the seller.

1000-96



5) The purchaser shall notify the seller when the sale operation has been completed.

6) Prior to returning the performance bond or a portion of, the seller shall have 30 days from the
time he/she receives notice of sale completion to inspect the premises to determine if the
contract has been satisfactorily performed.

7) The seller reserves the right to temporarily suspend this contract at any time.

PAYMENT SCHEDULE 

THE VOLUME OF MOSS INDICATED IS AN ESTIMATE.  THE SELLER DOES NOT 
GIVE ANY GUARANTEE OR WARRANTY RESPECTING QUALITY, QUANTITY OR 
VOLUME OF MOSS ON THE PREMISES. 

8) The purchaser agrees to pay for moss on the contracted area in four installment payments
equal to 25% of the total bid:

First Installment $XXX.00 Total Bid: 
$XXX.00 

Second Installment $XXX.00 

Third installment $XXX.00 

Fourth installment $XXX.00 

The first installment is due prior to beginning any part of the moss operation.  The second 
installment is due when one fourth of the moss has been harvested.  The third installment is 
due when one half of the moss has been harvested.  The final installment is due when three 
fourths of the moss has been harvested.  The seller shall establish four installment boundaries 
equal in size to approximately one fourth of the total moss volume and designate the 
boundaries.  The purchaser shall notify the seller approximately 5 days prior to completing 
the moss harvest in each of the designated areas.  The seller shall determine the installment 
boundaries, amount of area which has been harvested and the due dates of installment 
payments. 

OPERATIONS, MOSS REMOVAL, TRANSPORT 

9) Sphagnum moss will not be piled on the marsh during the winter months.  All moss must be
removed from the marsh prior to the contractor leaving the job each season.  Contractor
is required to repair access roads at the end of each harvest to the same or better condition.
Seller will inspect all access roads under the provisions of item #6, and retain all or a portion
of the performance bond to repair roadways if necessary as determined by the seller.  Moss
cannot be left in marsh longer than 30 days after it is pulled.  Purchaser must notify county
immediately upon leaving and returning to the moss harvest operations.
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10) No equipment or vehicle shall be operated on the premises by the purchaser in taking or
removing moss unless authorized by the seller. 

11) The purchaser is responsible for any fires started by his operation.  The Purchaser is also
required to have all necessary permits for fire, and is responsible for any damages that may
occur.  The use of fire for any purpose on or near the moss marsh or drying bed area is
prohibited except as authorized by the seller.  A copy of the burning permit must be supplied
to the seller prior to burning.

12) The seller reserves the right, at any time during the period of high fire hazard, to ban the use
of any equipment on or near a moss marsh or land under the seller's jurisdiction.

13) The purchaser shall not alter, remove or destroy any sale boundary or installment markers.

14) All sphagnum moss marked or designated for removal on the premises shall be harvested.

15) Unmarked or undesignated moss damaged or harvested through carelessness, negligence or
intention is prohibited and the value of such damaged moss shall be deducted from the
performance bond.

16) The seller reserves the right to stop any and all trucks hauling moss at any time to check for
compliance.  Removal of moss in a manner not authorized by this contract shall result in the
purchaser's liability.  Further, such removal shall constitute a breach with the right of
termination by the seller with forfeiture of the total performance bond as liquidated damages.

ROADS, CAMPS AND DEBRIS 

17) Location, construction and use of roads and temporary campsites by the purchaser are
subject to advance approval of the seller.  The purchaser and employees may camp free of
charge on Clark County Forest Lands while conducting moss operations authorized under
this contract.

18) Modifications to drying beds and/or marshes and access roads without prior written approval
of the seller shall be prohibited.  Included are brushing, tree removal, road widening, gate
construction, etc.

19) The purchaser agrees not to allow any waste or nuisance upon the premises.  The purchaser
shall remove, all solid waste, trash and debris, generated by the purchaser on a daily basis, to
the satisfaction of the seller, throughout the contract period.

LIABILITY AND INSURANCE 

20) The purchaser agrees to protect, indemnify and save harmless the seller from and against
any and all causes of action, claims, demands, suits, liability  or expense by reason of loss
including death, as a direct or indirect result of mossing operations or in connection with any
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action or omission of the purchaser, who shall defend the seller in any such case, cause of 
action or claim. 

21) The purchase agrees not to discriminate against any employee or applicant for employment
because of age, race, religion, color, sex, handicap, physical condition or disability.  The
seller agrees that the purchaser shall have sole control of the method, hours worked and time
and manner of any performance under this contract other than as specifically provided herein.
The seller agrees that the purchaser shall have sole control over the promotion or transfer,
recruitment or recruitment advertising, lay off or termination, rates of pay or other forms of
compensation, and selection for training, including apprentices of all employees.

22) The purchaser is an independent contractor and not an employee or agent of the seller.

23) The purchaser will cover all workers, employees, agents, subcontractors and client’s liability
issues and maintain a current Certificate of Insurance.  Liability coverage must be maintained
at the following minimum coverage amounts:

General Aggregate  $1,000,000.00 
Products – Completed operations aggregate $1,000,000.00 
Personal and Advertising Limit $1,000,000.00 
Each Occurrence $1,000,000.00 

Purchaser shall provide a certificate of liability insurance prior to beginning any portion of 
the moss harvest operation and notify the seller within five (5) days of any changes in its 
terms or twenty days prior to its termination. 

ASSIGNMENT AND CHANGES 

24) This contract, together with the specifications in the bid request and referenced parts and
attachments, shall constitute the entire agreement and previous communications or
agreements pertaining to this contract are herby superseded.  Any contractual revision
including cost adjustment and time extensions must be made by an amendment to this
contract or other written documentation, signed by both parties at least 30 days prior to
the ending date of this contract.

25) Neither this contract nor any right or duty in whole or in part by the purchaser under this
contract may be assigned, delegated or subcontracted without the written consent of the
seller.

CONTRACTING PARTIES 

26) In this contract, the seller and the purchaser include their respective officers, employees,
agents, directors, subcontractor, assignees, partners, representative, successors, heirs,
members and servants.
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27) If the purchaser ceases to exist, in fact or by law, the seller may immediately terminate
this contract and, without waiving any remedies available to it, perform the contract.

OTHER PROVISIONS 

28) A map of the marsh is attached to and is part of this contract.  All provisions noted on the
map sheet are part of the contract.

SIGNATURE OF SELLER  SIGNATURE OF PURCHASER 

BY_________________________ BY___________________________ 
Forestry & Parks Administrator 

DATE_______________________ DATE_____________________ 
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CLARK CO. FORESTRY & PARKS DEPT.      SPHAGNUM MOSS CONTRACT 
517 COURT STREET   “MONTH”  “YEAR” 
NEILLSVILLE, WI  54456 

PER BALE SALE 

CLARK COUNTY FOREST CONTRACT NO._____________ 

This contract is made by and between _______________________________________ 
Of ______________________________________State of Wisconsin, hereinafter called the 
purchaser, and Clark County Forestry and Parks Department, Neillsville, State of Wisconsin, 
called the seller. 

The seller hereby authorizes the purchaser to pull and harvest all sphagnum moss designated on 
the following described lands, hereinafter called the premises:_________ 
________________________________________________________ which are further 
described on the maps, or diagrams attached hereto and made a part hereof. 

The seller and the purchaser mutually agree that this contract is subject to the following 
conditions: 

CONTRACT PERIOD AND TERMINATION 

1) Harvesting of sphagnum moss on the premises may start after the seller and purchaser have
signed this contract and the purchaser has provided the seller with the required performance
bond and certificate of insurance and will continue with reasonable diligence so that the
mossing operation will be completed no later than    “DATE”.  If extensions of this contract
are agreed upon by the parties the moss prices may be adjusted as follows:

 12 month extension:  0% increase 

No additional extensions beyond one – 12 month extension will be considered. 

2) The seller shall give the purchaser written notice in the event of a breach of any condition of
the contract. Operations shall cease immediately on any and all existing contracts with the
seller upon receipt of such notice(s) by the purchaser, and continued occupancy shall be
considered a trespass.  Operations may not be resumed without written authorization from the
seller.

3) The seller may terminate this contract for a breach of any condition or for any reasons
deemed necessary by the seller by giving the purchaser a written authorization from the
seller.

4) Purchaser has provided a performance bond in the amount of _____________ with the seller
to be held until the completion of all conditions of this contract to the satisfaction of the
seller upon written receipt of such notices by the purchaser, and continued occupancy shall
be considered a trespass.  Operations may not be resumed without written authorization from
the seller.
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5) The purchaser shall notify the seller when the sale operations have been completed.

6) Prior to returning the performance bond, the seller shall have 30 days from the time he/she
receives notice of sale completion to inspect the premises to determine if the contract has
been satisfactorily performed.

7) The seller reserves the right to temporarily suspend this contract at any time.

PAYMENT SCHEDULE 

THE PURCHASER HAS INDICATED HIS INTENT TO HARVEST APPROXIMATELY 
“NUMBER OF” BALES OF SPHAGNUM MOSS UNDER THIS CONTRACT. 

THE SELLER DOES NOT GIVE ANY GUARANTEE OR WARRANTY RESPECTING 
QUALITY, QUANTITY OR VOLUME OF MOSS ON THE PREMISES. 

8) The purchaser agrees to pay for all sphagnum moss harvested from the contracted area at the
rate of XX cents per bale.  Payment shall be made to the seller after the seller has verified the
number of bales of sphagnum moss harvested and before the bales are removed from the
processing location.  A bale of sphagnum moss shall not be larger than 12” x 12” x 43” or
6,192 cubic inches.

OPERATIONS, MOSS REMOVAL, TRANSPORT 

9) Sphagnum moss will not be piled on the marsh during the winter months.  All moss must be
removed from the marsh prior to the contractor leaving the job each season.  Contractor is
required to repair access roads at the end of each harvest to the same or better condition.
Seller will inspect all access roads under the provisions of item #6, and retain all or a portion
of the performance bond to repair roadways if necessary as determined by the seller. Moss
cannot be left in marsh longer than 30 days after it is pulled.  Purchaser must notify county
immediately upon leaving and returning to the moss harvest operations.

10) No equipment or vehicle shall be operated on the premises by the purchaser in taking or
removing moss unless authorized by the seller.

11) The purchaser is responsible for any fires started by his operation.  The purchaser is also
required to have all necessary permits for fire, and is responsible for any damages that may
occur.  The use of fire for any purpose on or near the moss marsh or drying bed area is
prohibited except as authorized by the seller.  A copy of the burning permit must be supplied
to the seller prior to burning.

12) The seller reserves the right, at any time during the period of high fire hazard, to ban the use
of any equipment on or near a moss marsh or land under the seller’s jurisdiction.

13) The purchaser shall not alter, remove or destroy any sale boundary or installment markers.

1000-102



14)  Unmarked or undesignated moss damaged or harvested through carelessness, negligence or 
intention is prohibited and the value of such damaged moss shall be deducted from the 
performance bond. 

 
15)  The seller reserves the right to stop any and all trucks hauling moss at any time to check for 

compliance.  Removal of moss in a manner not authorized by this contract shall result in the 
purchaser’s liability.  Further, such removal shall constitute a breach with the right of 
termination by the seller with forfeiture of the total performance bond as liquidated damages. 

 
ROADS, CAMPS AND DEBRIS 

 
16)  Location, construction and use of roads and temporary campsites by the purchaser are 

subject to advance approval of the seller. The purchaser and employees may camp free of 
charge on Clark County Forest Lands while conducting moss operations authorized under 
this contract. 

 
17)  Modifications to drying beds and/or marshes and access roads without prior written  

approval of the seller shall be prohibited.  Included are brushing, tree removal, road 
widening, gate construction, etc. 

 
18)  The purchaser agrees not to allow any waste or nuisance upon the premises.  The purchaser 

shall remove, to the satisfaction of the seller, all solid waste, trash and debris, generated by 
the seller, throughout the contract period. 

 
LIABILITY 

 
19) The purchaser agrees to protect, indemnify and save harmless the seller from and against any 

and all causes of action, claims, demands, suits, liability or expense by reason of loss 
including death, as a direct or indirect result of mossing operations or in connection with any 
action or omission of the purchase, who shall defend the seller in any such cause of action or 
claim.   
 

20) The purchase agrees not to discriminate against any employee or applicant for employment  
because of age, race, religion, color, sex, handicap, physical condition or disability.  The 
seller agrees that the purchaser shall have sole control of the method, hours worked and time 
and manner of any performance under this contract other than as specifically provided herein.   
The seller agrees that the purchaser shall have sole control over the promotion or transfer, 
recruitment or recruitment advertising, lay off or termination, rates of pay or other forms of 
compensation, and selection for training, including apprentices of all employees. 
 

21) The purchaser is an independent contractor and not an employee or agent of the seller. 
 

22) The purchaser will cover all workers, employees, agents, subcontractors and client’s liability  
issues and maintain a current Certificate of Insurance.  Liability coverage must be maintained 
at the following minimum coverage amounts: 
 

General Aggregate        $1,000,000.00 
 Products – Completed operations aggregate  $1,000,000.00 
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 Personal and Advertising Limit     $1,000,000.00 
 Each Occurrence         $1,000,000.00 

 
Purchaser shall provide a certificate of liability insurance prior to beginning any portion of 
the moss harvest operation and notify the seller within five (5) days of any changes in its 
terms or twenty days prior to its termination. 

 
ASSIGNMENT AND CHANGES 

 
23) This contract, together with the specifications in the bid request and referenced parts and 

attachments, shall constitute the entire agreement and previous communications or 
agreements pertaining to this contract are hereby superseded.  Any contractual revision 
including cost adjustment and time extensions must be made by an amendment to this 
contract or other written documentation, signed by both parties at least 30 days prior to the 
ending date of this contract. 

 
24)  Neither this contract nor any right or duty in whole or in part by the purchaser under this 

contract may be assigned, delegated or subcontracted without the written consent of the 
seller. 

 
CONTRACTING PARTIES 

 
25)  In this contract, the seller and the purchaser include their respective officers, employees, 

agents, directors, subcontractor, assignees, partners, representatives, successors, heirs, 
members and servants. 

 
26)  If the purchaser ceases to exist, in fact or by law, the seller may immediately terminate this 

contract and, without waiving any remedies available to it, perform the contract. 
 

OTHER PROVISIONS 
 
27)  A map of the marsh is attached to and is part of this contract.  All provisions noted on the 

map sheet are part of the contract. 
 
 
 
SIGNATURE OF SELLER         SIGNATURE OF PURCHASER 
 
_____________________         _________________________ 
Forestry & Parks Administrator 
 
DATE________________         DATE____________________ 
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CLARK COUNTY FOREST AND PARKS PRESCRIBED 
BURN GUIDELINES 

March 2020 
 
Minimum training for burns under DNR control: 
 
Basic fire crew:  I-100, S-130, and S-190 
Burn Boss:  all the above plus S-131, S-133, S-211, S-234, S-290, S-234, and S-390 
Equipment Operator: I-100, S-130, and S-190 recommended, but not required. 
 
Minimum safety equipment to be worn on prescribed burns under DNR control: 

• hard hat 
• eye protection 
• leather gloves 
• nomex shirt 
• nomex pants 
• leather boots 
• all burn personnel should carry a portable radio 

 
Minimum personnel and equipment on prescribed burns 

• Burn Boss 
• Ignition Personnel 
• Control Line Personnel 
• Equipment Operator 
• MINIMUM EQUIPMENT (listed on last page) 
• The UWSP burn crew may be available for assistance. (They generally receive 

reimbursement for mileage and have their own PPE) 
 
Burn plan and prescription 

• The DNR Prescribed Burn Handbook will be followed on all county forest 
prescribed burns that are conducted by or have DNR personnel as part of the burn 
crew.  

• Burn plans will be written by the Forestry Manager (acting burn boss) in 
cooperation with the DNR. 

• Burn Plans will be completed in WisFirs with all the necessary documentation 
and approved by the Administrator and the DNR. 

 
Burn assignments 
Prescribed burn assignments will be given by the Burn Boss during the pre burn briefing. 
Assignments will include the following positions: 

• Burn Boss - oversee and direct the burn, monitor weather and fire conditions 
during the burn. 

• Ignition Personnel - apply fire using drip torch at the direction of the burn boss.  
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• Control Line Personnel - a crew will consist of one person operating an ATV 
equipped with water tank followed by at least one other person on foot with hand 
tools checking the fire line behind the drip torch operator. Additional on foot 
personnel with hand tools will spread out along the fire line to watch and control 
crossover fire.  If possible, a crew consisting of ignition person, control line 
personnel with hand tools, and a water equipped ATV will be assigned to both 
flanks of the burn. The burn boss will monitor both flanks on foot and via radio. 

• Nurse Tank – will be staged at an appropriate location and available to all crew 
members. 

• Equipment operator - responsible for the delivery and operation of any heavy 
equipment involved on the burn. Will also construct firebreaks and operate heavy 
equipment during mop up if needed. Will be part of the fire line crew and carry a 
hand tool during the burn. 

• Personnel may be assigned to traffic control if conditions warrant. All personnel 
will be split into crews and involved with mop up following the burn.  Mop up 
crews will consist of two people per ATV/Truck.   

• If multiple units are to be burned the same day, an individual or small crew may 
be assigned to the previously burned area to watch for crossover fire and start 
mop up. 

• Maintain prescribed burn assignments until the Burn Boss indicates otherwise. 
Don’t move or change locations without notifying the Burn Boss. Burn boss 
needs to know where everybody is and what they are doing at all times. 

 
Pre burn briefing and test burn 
An overview of the burn site, firing methods, weather conditions, safety zones, and 
assignments will be covered during the briefing. All personel shall conduct a radio check 
and address any other items of concern. 
 
Weather 
Weather forecasts can be obtained from the NWS, DNR Black River or the Augusta 
Ranger Station. On site weather will be obtained prior to, during, and after the burn. 
 
Smoke management 
Be aware of downwind areas that will receive large amounts of smoke.  The county has 
two warning signs available for use on a road when smoke may create a driving hazard. 
Personnel may be assigned to traffic control if conditions warrant. 
  
Firebreak guidelines: 

• Disked, drivable firebreaks are recommended on all burns. 
• Wet lines could be used on grass burns with established lines. 
• Breaks should be as straight as possible to allow for good sighting and make a 

more secure line. 
• Natural or existing breaks should be utilized whenever possible. 
• Breaks should be constructed prior to the day of the burn for efficiency. 
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Firing methods 
Use backing fire converting to strip head fire. Methods and width of head fire strips are 
site and weather dependent. Using long running head fire is not recommended on Clark 
County oak burns. 

Mop up 
Use 100% mop up method as is required per State law. Day after burn patrol and mop up 
will be utilized on all burns. 

All burn communication and orders go through the burn boss!!!  

MINIMUM EQUIPMENT ON FIRE 

• 150 gallon truck mounted sprayer, gas, hose, and nozzle.
• Wheeled Kubota & Tracked Kubota with water tank and pumps, gas, hoses, and

nozzles.
• Spare parts and tools.
• Bladder bags
• Pulaskis and shovels
• Drip torches (3 minumum)
• Drip torch fuel (mixed 3pts. diesel to 1 pt gas)
• Gasoline for pumps
• 10 gallons foam
• Nurse tank (1,300 gallon) with discharge hose
• Portable pump with suction and discharge hoses.
• Radios and harness
• Weather kit
• Burn plan
• Matches
• All water tanks full
• All motors filled with gas
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Clark County Forest Invasive Plant Plan 

Overview 

Aggressive perennial weeds native to Europe and Asia are beginning to show up 

within the Clark County Forest.  A combination of high reproductive rates, extensive 

root systems, built in chemical defense mechanisms, and lack of natural predators 

allow these plants to spread quickly and to out-compete native vegetation.  Over 

time these plants begin to monopolize an area and severely reduce the site’s 

suitability as wildlife habitat, often causing substantial direct and indirect economic 

losses due to reduced forest regeneration, productivity, and control costs.     

Two exotic plant species posing the most immediate threat on the Clark County 

Forest are Leafy Spurge (Euphorbia esula) and Spotted Knapweed (Centaurea 

maculosa).  These plants exploit open sandy sites, especially areas with recent soil 

disturbance.  At this point these two species are generally concentrated along town 

roads, ATV trails, and logging roads.  Not only does this illustrate the vectors of 

spread, but it suggests that the invasion of these species has been recent (limited 

dispersal), and facilitates easy access to the sites for treatment.   

In the summer of 2003 the first invasive plant survey was conducted of the forest.  

The intensity of this inventory was higher in areas adjacent to known populations of 

Leafy Spurge or Spotted Knapweed, and lower elsewhere.  This initial inventory 

effort located 33 patches of Leafy Spurge, and 13 sites with Spotted Knapweed.  

(Additionally 2 patches of Cypress Spurge and 1 pocket of Purple Loosestrife were 

found.)  The overwhelming majority of infestations were concentrated on lands 

included within the Karner Blue Butterfly HCP.   

Control options were explored and it was decided that spot spray application of 

glyphosate during mid-July would be the most appropriate action.  Recognizing the 

advantages of immediate treatment, and a desire to test the effectiveness of 

glyphosate on these plants, we initiated herbicide application of the smaller and 

easier to access sites.  A total of 19 Leafy Spurge, and 10 Spotted Knapweed sites 

were treated between July 14 and July 30, 2003.  Additionally, a large area of 

spotted knapweed was sprayed with triclopyr (Garlon 4) in August 2003.  

The 2003 herbicide treatment effectively prevented flowering / seed production for 

that season and significantly reduced both the area occupied by invasive plants, and 

the vigor of surviving individuals.  In 2004 these sites were retreated as needed, and 

additional larger and more remote Leafy Spurge and Spotted Knapweed sites were 

treated with herbicide for the first time.   

General observations have been that leafy spurge clones treated in July 2003 were 

still alive in July 2004, but had relatively few vegetative shoots – which in many 

cases did not flower.  Treatment of these fewer individual stems went quickly and 

used less herbicide than the previous (2003) application.  Spotted knapweed does 

not grow in clones like Leafy Spurge and as a result plants treated with herbicide 

once die.  Areas of Spotted Knapweed treated with glyphosate in 2003 were void of 

vegetation at the beginning of the 2004 growing season and in many cases this 

allowed for germination of knapweed seeds lying dormant in the soil within theses 

sun-drenched areas.  By contrast, the knapweed site treated with triclopyr in 2003 

was dominated by grasses throughout 2004 and had very little spotted knapweed of 
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any age in July 2004 when it was revisited.  Based on this observation, patches of 

Spotted Knapweed were treated with tricopyr in 2004 wherever practical (at sites 

with both Leafy Spurge and Spotted Knapweed glyphosate was used to treat both 

plants).   

Since 2003, Clark County has surveyed high-risk areas of the county forest for 

invasive plants. By the end of the 2019 growing season, 241 occurrences have been 

documented. Nearly every documented invasive occurrence is associated with human 

vectors and are concentrated in high use recreational areas and along ATV trails. 

Japanese Knotweed was identified on a site in Dewhurst Township in 2013, and was 

mowed and treated with herbicide in 2014. The site has also been treated with 

herbicide beginning in 2015 and through 2018. Garlic mustard was identified on the 

county forest for the first time in 2014. In 2019, a total of 46 different patches were 

treated along various sections of the ATV trail. Garlic mustard is highly invasive and 

extremely difficult to control. Garlic mustard exudes antifungal chemicals into the soil 

that disrupt associations between mycorrhizal fungi and native plants, which 

suppresses native plant growth. The Department will be monitoring these locations 

closely. 

The results of suppression efforts thus far are encouraging.  Swift, deliberate action 

is necessary to prevent the spread of invasive exotic plants.  By acting now we 

reduce the costs of treatment and size of the area impacted by herbicide, and the 

likelihood of success.  Controlling this threat is a critical step in maintaining the 

integrity of the Clark County Forest’s natural systems; doing so is clearly our 

responsibility.   

Below is a list of the exotic invasive plants that this department will be tracking and 

treating as resources permit: 

 Leafy Spurge

 Cypress Spurge

 Spotted Knapweed

 Reed Canary Grass

 Garlic Mustard

 Purple Loosestrife

 Common, and Glossy Buckthorn

 All non-native Honeysuckle

 Black locust

 White, and Yellow Sweet Clover

 Wild Parsnip

 Crown Vetch

 Dame’s Rocket

 Teasel

 Yellow Rocket

 Bird’s Foot Trefoil

 Chicory

 Butter and Eggs

 Hawk’s Beard

 Japanese Knotweed

Prevention 
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The most effective method of dealing with invasive plants is to prevent their 

establishment.  Anywhere soil disturbance and vectors occur is at risk of invasion.  

That said, any effort to minimize soil disturbance, minimize human vectors, or 

destroy seed sources can be considered a preventative effort.  Suppression efforts in 

2003 and 2004 prevented seed production of all plants treated with herbicide.   

Logging roads and landings prone to erosion will be seeded with a mix of affordable, 

non-invasive plant seeds – see attached Appendix A.  In addition to controlling 

erosion, quickly establishing vegetative cover after soil disturbance diminishes 

opportunity for the establishment of invasive plants.  

The Forestry and Parks Committee approved the following proposal during their monthly 
meeting on January 10, 2005. 

Proposal to help limit the introduction of ecologically invasive plants and their seeds 

into the County Forest from infested sand, gravel and fill material. 

Aggressive perennial weeds native to Europe and Asia, known as ecologically invasive 
plants have been documented within the Clark County Forest for several years now.  
Following introduction, invasive plants become established quickly.  Once established 
they out compete and displace native flora using a variety of survival strategies.  They 
often lack natural predators and diseases, which serve to control their populations in 
native environments.  These plants can reduce forest productivity, degrade ecosystems, 
reduce biodiversity, impede natural and artificial regeneration and increase surface run-
off and sedimentation. 

Clark County recognizes the potential adverse impact of invasive plants and the value of 
early detection and control.  This Department has spent considerable resources in 2003 
and 2004 in an effort to control invasive plants within the County Forest.  A variety of 
funding sources including, three Sustainable Forestry Grants, 10-cent/acre wildlife 
money and general forestry budget have been utilized for invasive plant inventory, 
control and management planning.  Much progress has been made to reduce the threats 
imposed by these plants to the Clark County Forest. 

In 2004 this Department purchased approximately 17,000 cubic yards of crushed granite 
and 530 cubic yards of pit run and breaker rock from private vendors.  This material was 
used for County Forest recreational trail, forest road, parking lot and campground 
improvements.  Additionally, independent logging contractors purchased an unknown 
volume of crushed granite and pit run for County Forest timber sale access 
improvements.  The total volume was likely less than 300 cubic yards. 

While conducting invasive plant surveys during the summer of 2004, Foresters from this 
Department found many new infestations of spotted knapweed along recently graveled 
sections of forest roads and recreational trails.  After a follow up investigation, a clear 
link was established between fresh gravel deposits and the presence of this plant.  The 
gravel source was from private pits. 
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Successful control of invasive plants can only be accomplished through a comprehensive, 
proactive management plan that includes education, prevention, monitoring and control.  
Proactive management relies on prevention and early detection.  Once invasives are 
firmly established, control is prohibitively expensive and eradication is usually not an 
option.  Clearly we cannot allow the continued introduction of invasive plants or their 
seeds into the County Forest from a proven source. 

To help reduce the introduction of ecologically invasive plants and their seeds into the 
forest, Clark County Forestry and Parks Committee approved the following 
reccommendations: 

Recommendation #1: Provide bid preference to material vendors with no or low 

invasive populations at source location or to those who are 

actively managing invasive plants. 

 Contact all area vendors by letter informing them of our concerns about invasives
and our desire to purchase material from invasive free sources.  Include invasive
plant information, and photos if possible.  Offer to assist with identification and
provide technical assistance for control.  Indicate our intent to provide preference
(and the possibility of accepting a higher bid) to those vendors who provide
material from an invasive free pit, have lower invasive populations at the source
location or are actively managing invasive plants at the source location.

 Receive quotes for materials using cover letter with modified qualifications for
invasive plants.  Cover letter will detail additional invasive plant requirement for
vendor source location.

 County will inspect vendor source location from quotes received to determine
invasive plant population.  Committee may act on quotes based on modified
procedure with consideration of invasives.  Committee will not be obligated to
accept low bid.  Committee may consider a combination of bid price and invasive
risk when awarding a contract.

 County will inspect loads and verify source of material.  Follow-up site
inspections may be made to source pit.

Recommendation #2:  Allow material from approved pits only for use on other 

County Forest construction projects. 

 This Department, loggers and other contractors and volunteers bring gravel and
other fill material into the County Forest for road, trail and other minor
construction projects.  Currently there is no control over the source location of
these materials.

 Using knowledge gained from proposal #1 about invasive plant populations at
local pits, this Department will approve source location of all sand, gravel, top
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soil, breaker rock and other earthen based construction materials used on County 
Forest lands.  Decision making process will consider economics and invasive risk.  

 This will require additional language to be written into timber sale contracts, club
maintenance agreements and other contracts.

Recommendation #3: Explore options for including invasive plant survey and 

control time and expenses in grant applications. 

 Most invasives show up 1-3 years following soil disturbance or installation of
gravel.  Surveys should be conducted three years following disturbance and
control applied.

 May be unrealistic to hold grants open for up to three years following
construction.  May be more realistic to include in maintenance grants only.

 Incorporate prevention into project design and layout.

Supression 

Once invasive plants become established, control efforts need to concentrate on 

containment and suppression.  As stated earlier, the Clark County Forest initiated an 

invasive plant control program before the county forestland became hopelessly 

infested.  By continuing to treat known pockets of invasive plants, we are both 

containing, and suppressing existing populations.   

The South Fork of the Eau Claire River corridor is heavily infested with leafy spurge.  

Many of these riparian patches of Leafy Spurge are quite large and very difficult to 

access.  The river itself is the vector of seed distribution.  In areas too large or 

difficult to suppress, many experts recommend that containment efforts be modeled 

after those used in wild land firefighting – identify a boundary and extinguish all 

“spots” that cross it.  This is the approach we have been taking along the South Fork 

Eau Claire River.  Typically there is a bottomland hardwood / floodplain forest zone 

between the river and the dry upland sites.  The heavily shaded understory of this 

floodplain is not conducive to the spread of spurge, and hopefully it will not allow 

spurge through to the upland sites.  If so, the spurge will be greeted with 

suppression efforts upon entry into adjacent uplands. 

The vulnerability of a particular habitat to each species of non-native plant varies, as 

do the efforts required to control the same plant growing on different habitats.  

Herbicide need not be the only way to control a particular patch of non-native plants.  

In some situations simply restricting access and allowing natural succession to occur 

may extinguish a given pocket.   For example, Spotted Knapweed is shade 

intolerant, and its seeds are thought to be viable for a maximum of 7 years.  

Therefore, Spotted Knapweed does not threaten to invade closed canopy hardwood 
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stands, and in some temporary openings individual plants could just be left to die on 

their own.  The susceptibility of an area to invasion by a particular exotic plant could 

be used to determine how intensely an area is monitored and treated.  

Recreation trails, specifically ATV trails, have high prevalence of invasive species. 

These corridors are at high risk for spreading existing invasive plants and 

introduction of new ones. To combat this risk the Department monitors, tracks, and 

treats all invasive species found on and around motorized recreational trails. Most, if 

not all, maintenance grants allow funds to be used to offset the cost associated with 

treating invasive plants. The Forestry and Parks Department spends several weeks a 

summer inspecting trails and treating invasive species. The costs associated with 

these activities are funded primarily with ATV trail maintenance money. The 

Department will explore other funding sources to combat invasive species’ as they 

present themselves. 

Biological Control 

As of 1996, 13 species of insect biological control agents of leafy spurge have been 

approved by the U.S. Department of Agriculture for introduction into the United 

States.  The most effective agents appear to be six species of root and foliage 

feeding beetles in the genus Aphthona, and a stem and root boring beetle, Oberea 

erythrocephala.  Biological control agents are available to Clark County from Fort 

McCoy biologists as well as the USDA.  At some point we may wish to introduce 

these insects into the South Fork Eau Claire River corridor.  Biological control agents 

will stress the plants and make them less competitive, but will not eliminate leafy 

spurge from an area.  They may make patches of leafy spurge more susceptible to 

chemical treatment.  

Ecological Management Unit 3 – Pine Barrens 

Due to favorable soil and vegetative characteristics, Ecological Management Unit 3 

has a disproportionately high concentration of areas with established invasive plants.  

Unit 3 encompasses a pine barrens ecosystem and supports populations of the 

federally endangered Karner Blue Butterfly (KBB).  Lands included in the KBB Habitat 

Conservation Plan (HCP) appear to be especially vulnerable to invasion by Spotted 

Knapweed and Leafy (also Cypress) Spurge.  For this reason, it may be desirable to 

take extra precautions regarding the spread of invasive plants within this 

management unit.   

Specifically we may wish to consider the following actions: 

 More intensive monitoring and control efforts within Unit 3

 Restrict vehicular access to lands included in the HCP

 Increase public education and outreach to local community

Helpful Resources 
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Many helpful resources are available concerning the identification and control of 

invasive plants.  The following two websites are specific to our region and should be 

consulted for current information on effective herbicide mixtures and application 

rates, as well as updated lists of invasive plants affecting Wisconsin. 

http://www.ipaw.org/ 

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Invasives/ 

Appendix A 

Seed Mixtures to be used within the Clark County Forest 
(rates are per acre) 

Sunny well-drained areas with low traffic, logging roads and landings: 

2 bushels Barley (Hordeum vulgare) - substitute winter rye if it is a fall planting 
2 lbs Alsike Clover (Trifolium hybridum) 
2 lbs Ladino Clover or White Clover (Trifolium repens) 

* In areas of long-term open habitat, especially in or near areas managed for warm-
season grasses, consider including Big bluestem (Andropogon gerardii), Indian grass 
(Sorghastrum nutans), Switchgrass (Panicum virgatum), and Little bluestem (Schizachyrium 
scoparium) in the mixture. 

Shaded Areas: 

3 lbs White Clover (Trifolium repens) 
2 lbs. Creeping red fescue (Festuca rubra) 
1 bushel of winter rye for should be added if this is a fall planting   

Wet sites: 

3 bushels Oats (Avena sativa) 
2 lbs Alsike Clover (Trifolium hybridum) 

Campgrounds: 

2 lbs. Creeping red fescue (Festuca rubra) 
3 lbs. white clover (Trifolium repens) 

 Addition of lime and fertilizer to all of the above mixes may improve vigor and
density of vegetation.
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 Small grains, clovers, and fescue can be purchased at local farm supply stores.
 Warm-season grasses can be purchased from the DNR or any number of private

nurseries specializing in native plants.
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Oak Wilt Prevention Measures 
Clark County Forest 

July 2020 

Cutting, Pruning, Mowing and Construction Restrictions 

Parks and Intensive Use Areas (Campgrounds, Bruce Mound, Levis Mound etc.) 
• Emergency cutting/pruning (of all species) only between April 1 and

September 30.  Use wound paint on all oaks during this period and treat hand
saws with a 5% bleach solution between oak trees if you knowingly cut or
suspect that a cut tree may be infected.

• Between October 1 and March 31 treat blades with a 5% bleach solution
between oak trees if you knowingly cut or suspect that a cut tree may be
infected.  Wound paint is not required.

• Mow brush from October 1 to March 31 only.
• No trenching or trail, road, and other construction from April 1 to July 15.
• Trenching or trail, road and other construction from July 16 to September 30

on a case by case basis only.  Apply tree wound paint to damaged oak trees.
Optimum time for these activities is October 1 to March 31.

County Forest Land 
• Emergency cutting/pruning (of all species) only between April 1 and July 15.

Use wound paint on all oaks during this time and treat hand saws with a 5%
bleach solution between oak trees if you knowingly cut or suspect that a cut
tree may be infected.

• Cutting and pruning between July 16 and September 30 may be conducted on
a case by case basis. Preventive measures such as: wound paint, treat hand
saws, and no cutting of oak may be required.  Treat hand saws with a 5%
bleach solution between trees if you knowingly cut or suspect that a cut tree
may be infected.

• Cutting and pruning between October 1 and March 31 may be conducted
without the use of wound paint.  Treat hand saws with a 5% bleach solution
between trees if you knowingly cut or suspect that a cut tree may be infected.

• No mowing between April 1 and July 15.  Mowing from July 16 to September
30 on a case by case basis.  Optimum time to mow is October 1 to March 31.

• Trail and road construction approved on a case by case basis between April 1
and September 30.  Apply tree wound paint to damaged oak trees.  Optimum
time for this activity is October 1 to March 31.

Note: Any (inexpensive) brand of aerosol latex based paint may be used for 
wound paint.  Special “Tree wound” paint is not necessary.  Do not use oil based 
paint.  Tree wound paint is most effective if applied as a thin coating within a few 
minutes of cutting. 
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Removal Procedures for Oak Wilt Infected or High Risk Trees 

Leaf Off 
• Tree removal during the dormant season is most desirable.  The preferred

method is to use a bulldozer to remove the entire tree at one time (stump and 
all).  Start by removing the high risk trees furthest from the oak wilt center, 
and work in until all designated trees have been removed.  Remove high risk 
trees first, then infected trees.  Trees may be bucked and limbed after the 
entire tree is removed. 

• If stumps can not be removed, then treat with appropriate herbicide mixture
immediately after the tree is cut.  These trees can be felled only after as many 
trees as possible are removed using the bulldozer method. 

Leaf On 
• If trees must be removed during this period, use a bulldozer to remove the

entire tree.  Do not sever the trunk from the stump until after the entire tree is 
removed from the ground.  Use the same order of removal as leaf off. 

• If stumps can not be removed, wait until leaf off.

Disposal Procedures 

Non Oak Wilt Infected 
• Trees not infected with oak wilt shall remain on site.  Merchantable material

may be or cut and split for firewood.  Burn, chip, bury, or pile tops.  

Oak Wilt Infected 
• All oak wilt trees infected and those trees suspected to have oak wilt shall be

promptly burned and/or buried on site.  Burn and/or bury the entire tree, 
including tops.  If burning is not possible, then bury under at least 6” of 
compacted soil.  If on site disposal is not possible an alternate location as 
close to the original site of the infection will be found.  Infected trees should 
not be buried near the root systems of live oak trees.  Do not use oak wilt 
infected wood for firewood. 
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GYPSY MOTH MANAGEMENT PLAN 

CLARK COUNTY FOREST 

REVISED - JANUARY 2020 

Background 

Gypsy moth is a forest pest native to Europe and Asia.  It was introduced to North America in 
1869 near Boston, Massachusetts, as part of an attempt to breed hardy silkworms.  At first it 
spread slowly, typical of many invasive species.  As people have become more mobile, the 
rate of gypsy moth spread has increased.  The moth is now established in all of the New 
England states, Michigan, Pennsylvania, and parts of Virginia, West Virginia, North Carolina, 
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, and Minnesota. 

Rate of natural spread is variable, tending to be more rapid in xeric landscapes, under drought 
conditions, and where more of the land area is occupied by contiguous forests with basal area 
>50% in preferred tree species.  These preferred species include oaks, aspen, willow, birch, 
basswood, and tamarack.  gypsy moth can also be spread across large distances by human 
travel.  Caterpillars and egg masses are often carried on vehicles, equipment, outdoor 
furniture, nursery stock, or forest products. 

When gypsy moth appears in a new area, its effects are minimal for the first few years up to a 
decade as population levels slowly build up to a threshold where outbreaks are possible.  
Once this threshold is reached, a dramatic and rapid population increase (an outbreak) 
becomes possible in response to favorable weather or other conditions that allow for an 
increase in moth survival.  The area affected by an outbreak can vary from a few acres to tens 
of thousands of acres.  During an outbreak, the gypsy moth population will increase within 
two growing seasons to levels so high that they exceed their food source.  Preferred tree 
species will be entirely stripped and less favored trees will also suffer significant defoliation 
during late June to mid July.  Most populations remain high enough to cause heavy 
defoliation for only one year before the population crashes from starvation and disease; 
however, outbreaks may persist over two years.  Once an outbreak has collapsed, it takes 
years for the population to recover to the level where an outbreak will again be possible.   

Most deciduous trees will survive defoliation from gypsy moth and will produce a second set 
of leaves in late July.  However, refoliation is energetically demanding and it stresses the tree.  
If a tree is unhealthy, suppressed, or otherwise stressed, the additional effort of refoliation 
may cause dieback or mortality.  Mortality in a forest stand will be higher following moth 
defoliation, if the stand has recently experienced stress through drought or thinning shock.  
Secondary pests such as Two-Lined Chestnut Borer or Armillaria Root Rot can more easily 
attack stressed trees and may contribute to mortality following gypsy moth defoliation.  
Coniferous trees vary in their ability to recover from defoliation.  Some conifers, such as 
White Pine and Tamarack, recover from defoliation as well as deciduous trees.  Others, such 
as Hemlock, are unlikely to survive even one heavy defoliation.   
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Introduction 

Gypsy moth is a forest defoliator that periodically increases to very high populations, 
resulting in defoliation of a wide variety of trees and often over large expanses of the 
landscape.  With any large public property, it is prudent to plan ahead for anticipated 
development of gypsy moth outbreaks.  This is especially important for properties, like the 
Clark County Forest, that contain a high percentage of gypsy moth preferred tree species and 
is also a popular recreation destination. There are a variety of management options to consider 
which will reduce impacts on property resources and the recreating visitor. 

Current Conditions 

Over recent years, Clark County Forestry and Parks Department has been actively monitoring 
gypsy moth populations and preparing for expected defoliation.  As of 2012, Clark County 
was considered ‘generally infested’ with gypsy moth and was added to the gypsy moth 
quarantined area. The State and Federal “Slow the Spread” spray program had been treating 
isolated populations in Clark County since at least 1997, but this program ceased when Clark 
County was added to the gypsy moth quarantine area.   

The eastern 2/3 of Wisconsin, including neighboring Jackson and Taylor Counties are 
considered ‘generally infested’ and under a gypsy moth quarantine.  Since being quarantined, 
forest products originating in Clark County and shipped to any non-quarantined county need 
to be inspected for possible presence of gypsy moth.  No inspection is required to transport 
forest products from a quarantined county to another quarantined county.  Most forest 
products cut from the county forest are transported east, into the quarantine zone.  Therefore, 
quarantine required inspections have little effect on department workload.  

Goals of the Plan 

The goal of this gypsy moth Management Plan is to help reduce and manage negative gypsy 
moth impacts to forest resources and recreational uses of the county forest.  Because of Clark 
County’s active timber management program, most forest stands are well positioned to 
survive an outbreak with only minimal losses.  In Clark County, gypsy moth may create more 
of a visual and aesthetic problem than an assault on the timber resource.  Campers and other 
outdoor enthusiasts may be affected most by an increasing presence of gypsy moth.   

Susceptibility to Defoliation 

Approximately 57% (76,625 acres) of the Clark County Forest is dominated by tree species 
preferred by gypsy moth.  This preferred species acreage is highly susceptible to moderate to 
heavy defoliation.  Aspen is the dominant preferred species cover type with 53,625 acres, 
followed by oak with 21,500 acres, and tamarack with 1,500 acres.  Of less significance is 
approximately 100 acres of White Birch that will not be of focus within gypsy moth 
management planning.  

Approximately 25% (32,900 acres) of the county forest is dominated by tree species of 
moderate to low preference by gypsy moth.  This acreage is considered low to medium 
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susceptibility to defoliation.  Individuals or pockets of preferred trees within lower preference 
forest stands may suffer greater defoliation than the stand as a whole.  

The remaining 18% (23,300 acres) is non-forest types such as brush, grasses, road and utility 
rights-of-ways, water, and sedge meadow.    

Vulnerability to Mortality. 

Vulnerability is the likelihood of tree mortality following defoliation.  Tree and forest stand 
mortality, following a period of defoliation, is extremely variable and difficult to predict.  
Because tree defoliation will be more severe on tree species preferred by gypsy moth, these 
species will suffer the greatest mortality.  The health and vigor of trees, going into the period 
of defoliation, will be critical to their survival. 

Differentiating between defoliation and mortality involves a matter of time.  Defoliation will 
peak in late June to mid July.  Some oaks can be stripped down to their petioles, which can 
make it appear as if they are dead.  If healthy when the defoliation occurred, these completely 
defoliated trees will put out a second set of leaves in mid to late July.  The second set of 
leaves are typically smaller, a lighter green and more sparse than the first set.  Trees that fail 
to re-foliate by late August are probably dead.  However, most of the mortality that follows 
defoliation does not occur immediately.  Secondary pests such as Two-Lined Chestnut Borer 
and Armillaria Root Rot attack trees already stressed by defoliation, resulting in mortality one 
or more years later.  Trees may fail to leaf out the spring following defoliation or they may 
decline, showing twig and branch dieback and other signs of distress.  

In general, first-time moderate to heavy defoliation (50-100%) by gypsy moth results in 
mortality of 20-35% of a forest stand.  Losses of 50% may occur in stands dominated by 
favored species.  Subsequent outbreaks usually produce additional mortality of  7-15% of a 
stand.  Most mortality normally occurs in suppressed and intermediate trees, trees with poor 
crowns, and others lacking vigor.  Occasionally, seemingly healthy and dominant trees are 
killed, as vigor can be difficulty to determine.  If heavy defoliation occurs two years in a row, 
dominant and co-dominant trees may start to die.   

Aspen is a preferred host of gypsy moth and heavy defoliation can be expected.  The majority 
of Clark County’s aspen acreage occurs in healthy, vigorous stands, less than 25 years old.  
These healthy stands are well adapted to defoliation and will typically recover.   

Clark County is currently nearing the end of a lengthy campaign to salvage and regenerate 
over mature aspen on the county forest.  Currently, less than 80 acres of overmature aspen 
remains to be set up for harvest.  Until regenerated, these unhealthy/overmature stands are 
very vulnerable to mortality following defoliation. 

Tamarack is a preferred host of gypsy moth and can be defoliated during outbreaks.  Healthy 
stands do recover well from defoliation.  Tamarack occupies a relatively small acreage on the 
county forest.  Small acreage, together with its relatively low timber and wildlife value and 
even less recreational value, preclude active management options for Tamarack. 
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Oaks of all ages and size classes represent the most vulnerable timber type on the Clark 
County Forest, for moth defoliation.  Of the 21,500 acres of county forest oak timber type, 
1,350 acres of Black Oak are mature and over 60 years of age.  These Black Oak forest stands 
have not been aggressively managed and they occur on drier habitat types, making them 
especially vulnerable to mortality.  Approximately 10,650 acres of Red Oak and White Oak 
are 70 years of age or older.  Over 10,000 acres of this oak type have been well managed and 
occur on better habitat types, making them better positioned to withstand defoliation. 

In 2004, the department used the Spatial Analyst Model Builder extension of ArcView to 
assess vulnerability to mortality of every oak stand located in the County Forest.  The factors 
considered when evaluating vulnerability were stocking levels, site index, stand age, species 
composition, and soil properties.  This process initially identified 104 high-risk stands. Later, 
that number was reduced to 35, after aesthetics, Best Management Practices for Water Quality 
(BMP’s), and other local management factors were considered.  The high risk forest stands 
identified through the process included both lower quality black oak and higher quality red 
and white oak.  As a result of this analysis, nearly all high risk oak stands have been managed 
with some type of timber harvest activity to promote health and vigor. 

Pine and hemlock are considered non-preferred species and are not likely to be heavily 
defoliated by gypsy moth, as early larval stages are unable to feed on the tough needle.  
However, when mixed with preferred species in the understory or overstory, gypsy moth 
caterpillars will start out on preferred trees and later move onto the conifers when they are 
able to do substantial damage.  The impact of defoliation on conifers is influenced by how 
long needles are retained in each species.  Those with short needle retention periods, such as 
red and white pine, are better able to recover.  Hemlock retains needles for 7 years and does 
not recover well from defoliation. 

Clark County Forest campgrounds and other intensive use areas generally contain a mixture 
of gypsy moth preferred and non-preferred tree species.  Many are mature trees, especially 
vulnerable to mortality because of poor health and low vigor.  Park trees are under constant 
stress, from growing on compacted soils and being subjected to physical damage from 
mowers, trenchers, and park users.  Further compounding the problem is that 
harmful/opportunistic insects and diseases such as Two-Lined Chestnut Borer, bark beetles, 
Armillaria Root Rot and Oak Wilt are more frequently found in parks than in forest stands 
because of the already weakened state of these trees.  These factors add up to an environment 
conducive for severe tree mortality, resulting from a gypsy moth outbreak. 

The remaining county forest cover types are spruce, northern hardwoods, bottomland and 
swamp hardwoods, maple, brush, and keg.  These cover types are considered low to medium 
risk for vulnerability to mortality.  Individuals or pockets of preferred and nonpreferred 
species within these stands may be heavily defoliated and suffer mortality.   

Predicting Defoliation. 

While it is difficult to predict the timing of gypsy moth outbreaks years in advance, trends can 
be observed and it is relatively easy to predict if defoliation is likely to occur for the next 
spring season.  When in a given year the average number of moths/trap exceeds 100, egg 
mass surveys should then be done as a means to predict defoliation.  When the average 
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moth/trap goes over 300, do predictive surveys prior to thinning an oak or aspen dominated 
stand. 

Defoliation >50% is the level where trees start to produce a second set of leaves and thus 
where stress resulting from defoliation becomes acute.  Defoliation >50% becomes likely 
when the number of egg masses per acre exceeds about 1,000.  One-fortieth acre surveys can 
be used to estimate the number of egg masses per acre in a stand and from that, how much 
defoliation could occur.  After surveying several stands, it may be possible to visually 
estimate whether the gypsy moth population is high enough to be a problem.  Inspect any 
“wolf” oaks in the area; gypsy moth populations start increasing on these trees earlier than in 
the forest as a whole and they can be used as sentinels of developing outbreaks.  Predictive 
egg mass surveys should be done prior to planning an insecticide treatment.  Take them 
within the area you would protect if it is threatened with defoliation.    

1. Conduct egg mass surveys after August, when the eggs for next spring are laid.  It is
not necessary to wait for the leaves to fall, as populations that are high enough to
cause >50% defoliation next spring will have a high number of egg masses, which
should be easy to locate.

2. Attach a rope to a stake and mark the rope at 18-½ ft.
3. Place the stake in the ground and use the rope to describe a circle with a radius of 18-

½ ft, in an area typical of the stand.
4. Count all the current year’s egg masses on trees or on other items within the circle.

Egg masses that will hatch this coming spring feel like they are full of tiny ball
bearings and typically are smoother and a more consistent shade of yellowish brown.
Last year’s egg masses crush easily when pushed, are faded and often tattered.  Use
binoculars to count those egg masses high in the trees.  Note if the egg masses are
larger than a quarter, since large egg masses are associated with building populations.
Egg masses smaller than a quarter are laid by stressed females and usually indicate the
population is collapsing.

5. For an area of approximately 40 acres, take about three 1/40th acre surveys.  Increase
the number of surveys by one, for each ten acres added.  Space out your survey circles
so that you get a good representation of the area.

6. Multiply the number of new egg masses found by 40, to get the number of egg masses
per acre.  An average of 30 egg masses/survey plot would predict about 50%
defoliation, a significant stress for trees since many will have to refoliate.

Gypsy Moth Management Tools. 

There are a wide variety of tools to manage gypsy moth and/or its damage.  Management 
tools include: silviculture, biological controls, suppression of outbreaks with insecticides, 
physical controls, and education and communication with the public. 

The amount of time before an outbreak is expected to occur will influence which tools can be 
used successfully.  If an outbreak were predicted for a stand the following spring, a 
silvicultural thinning to improve vigor is inappropriate, since the thinning itself places 
temporary stress on residual trees and there would be too little time for recovery.  Conversely, 
it would be acceptable to set up an insecticide treatment, since these are only done when 
defoliation is an imminent threat. 
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1. Silvicultural treatments are the preferred method to limit defoliation and mortality.
Silvicultural treatments that can be considered for application include: thinning,
conversion, salvage, noncommercial release, and stand regeneration through overstory
removal.

a. Thinning

Thinning in advance of defoliation is the tool most commonly applied to 
reduce gypsy moth impacts and is especially critical for stands dominated by 
oak and mixed stands of oak and other hardwoods including aspen.  Mixed 
hardwood and aspen dominated stands, as well as pine mixed with hardwood, 
will also benefit from this treatment.  Thinning stands dominated by gypsy 
moth preferred species will not reduce defoliation in the stand.  Thinning 
increases the vigor of the remaining trees so that mortality levels are lower and 
salvages suppressed trees that would likely die when defoliated.  The crown 
size of thinned trees increases, enabling them to produce more photosynthate 
and grow faster.   

Thinning should concentrate on removing: 
 Low vigor and high risk trees
 Trees with suppressed or intermediate crowns
 Trees with poor crown development and health (>50% dead limbs)
 Branchy trees with dead limbs, loose bark, holes, and deep bark

fissures.

Consider removing “wolf” oaks from the interior of stands.  “Wolf” oaks can 
provide gypsy moth with an ideal nursery, potentially speeding development of 
outbreaks.  These wide-spreading oaks combine ideal food with abundant 
hiding spots in the rough bark, wide limbs, dead branches and loose bark. 

Thinning should encourage the retention and crown release of the most 
vigorous trees with large, full, healthy crowns and maintain an appropriate 
mixture of species for the site.  Healthy dominant and co-dominant trees 
should be retained even if they are gypsy moth favored species or older 
individuals.  Density should be maintained at appropriate levels. 

If stand densities are high, thinnings should ideally be done about five years 
prior to expected outbreaks in order for the trees to achieve their maximum 
vigor.  Lower density thinnings (2nd thinning oak) may be done up to two years 
before an outbreak.  Thinning should be avoided the year before, the year of, or 
the year following a gypsy moth outbreak.  Allow two growing seasons 
between thinning and defoliation if a stand is not vigorous.  The stress of the 
thinning, combined with that of defoliation, can lead to substantial mortality in 
excess of what would occur from defoliation alone.  A thinning should not be 
planned if there is not enough lead time to complete the harvest and allow the 
stand to recover before defoliation is likely to occur. 
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b. Conversion

Conversion of a stand to species not preferred by gypsy moth will almost 
certainly result in reduced severity of defoliation and reduced mortality 
following outbreaks.  Conversion may only be practical for conifer stands.  
Reducing the component of preferred species in a mixed stand can lead to 
undesirable consequences, such as the loss of valuable oaks and decreased 
diversity. 

If conversion of oak stands to another forest type is a preferred management 
goal, the proportion of non-preferred species should be increased to greater 
than 50%.  This can be done during release, thinning, or regeneration. 

c. Salvage

When tree mortality occurs, salvage can enable the capture of economic value 
that would otherwise be lost.  When necessary and in accordance with property 
goals, salvage cutting should be implemented (ASAP) within 6-12 month 
following the death of the trees.  This may seem at odds with the general 
recommendation to avoid thinning within a year of defoliation.  Salvaging 
dead trees, however, may not pose the entire range of stresses associated with 
thinning.  Thinning opens up the canopy, increasing light penetration that 
stimulates crown growth and causes drying of the soil, both of which are 
temporarily stressful for the remaining trees.  Where trees have died, these 
conditions already prevail and salvaging will not contribute further to these 
stresses.  The other stresses involved with thinning are soil compaction and 
felling injuries to residual trees.  With care or time of year restrictions, a logger 
should be able to avoid or minimize these impacts to the residual trees. 

d. Noncommercial Release Treatments

This type of forest stand treatment is done to improve stand health and 
composition; no economic value is associated with the cut product.  To 
maximize vigor, release oak seedlings, saplings, and stump sprouts from 
competition.  Thin oak stump sprouts to one or two stems per stump.  Young 
oaks (seed or sprout origin) are vulnerable to high mortality from defoliation.  

e. Overstory Removal and Clearcut

Gypsy moth can build up on mature trees and then move onto and defoliate 
vulnerable seedlings.  This can be a particular problem for oak regeneration 
under a shelterwood environment, where the mature trees may need to be 
maintained for several more years.  It can also be a concern in stands where 
young white pine is growing under an aspen, white birch, or oak overstory.  If 
the understory is ready to be released, removing the overstory is an option to 
reduce or prevent damage to the regeneration.  If the overstory must be 
retained, treatment with insecticide to suppress the pest outbreak may be the 
only option to protect desired regeneration. 
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Aspen management goals align very well with gypsy moth management goals.  
Clearcutting rejuvenates aspen stands.  The low volume of foliage in the 
rejuvenating stand limits the population growth of the pest, and even if the 
young growth is defoliated, the relatively large root reserves allow easy 
recovery.   

Clark County will continue clearcutting mature aspen and oak.  The 
department will continue to monitor valuable regeneration (especially oak) and 
take steps to minimize damage to these stands while maintaining silvicultural 
objectives. 

2. Biological controls can help slow development of outbreaks and contribute to a
population collapse.  Once established, natural enemies will maintain themselves
without further attention.  Three biological controls specific to gypsy moth are
currently established in Wisconsin.  All are easy to detect in moderate gypsy moth
populations.  If supplementing the local populations is needed, contact your DNR
forest health specialist for guidance on collecting in other areas in the state where
these species are abundant and the process of release for each species..

a. Ooencyrtus kuvanae

Ooencyrtus kuvanae is a tiny parasitic wasp that attacks gypsy moth eggs.  It is 
about the size of a gnat.  This wasp parasitizes moth eggs in August up to the 
first hard frost and can produce up to three generations in this period.  Adult 
female wasps over winter in the duff layer and then emerge in early spring to 
parasitize the eggs one more time before they hatch in May.  This wasp can kill 
up to 40% of the eggs in an egg mass.  Gypsy moth egg masses parasitized by 
Ooencyrtus appear firm and untattered but pierced with tiny holes as if poked 
with a needle.  These holes are where the adult wasp emerged out of the furry 
coat of the egg mass. Ooencyrtus does best in growing zone 5 and warmer in 
Wisconsin and is common in eastern and central counties. 

b. Entomophaga maimaiga

Entomophaga maimaiga is a specialist fungal disease that infects only gypsy 
moth caterpillars.  It requires moist conditions in April, May, and June to 
germinate and infect the pest population.  Entomophaga has been highly 
effective in collapsing populations, working quickly enough to prevent 
defoliation in outbreaks years across the eastern and central areas of the state.  
This disease has moved into areas as soon as the gypsy moth population is high 
enough for researchers to detect caterpillars.  This fungal disease is insensitive 
to the density of the caterpillar population (unlike other diseases) and can 
cause decimation of both low and high-density populations.  Gypsy moth 
caterpillars killed by this fungus can be identified by these characteristics: 
small caterpillar cadavers can develop a crystalline “sugar” on their body hairs, 
older, large caterpillars will die hanging  head down on the trunks of trees and 
quickly dry out.   

c. Gypsy moth nucleopolyhedrosis virus (NPV)
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NPV is a viral disease that only affects gypsy moth.  This disease typically 
causes the collapse of gypsy moth outbreaks after caterpillars have defoliated 
their hosts and have become weak from starvation.  Caterpillars killed by this 
virus typically hang in an inverted V on tree trunks and the internal tissues 
become liquefied. 

3. Insecticide spray to suppress an outbreak may be considered in intensive use areas
and high value timber stands when mortality from defoliation is likely to be high,
especially if a second defoliation is predicted.  Suppression spray may also be
considered for areas of intensive public use when defoliation interferes with
recreational activities and causes significant loss of revenue. High value forest
regeneration may also require protection from defoliation with an insecticide
treatment.  In areas of high public use, the number of trees needing treatment may be
low enough to apply the insecticide as an injection or a spray from the ground.  If
many acres of forest must be protected, a spray applied by plane or helicopter is
practical.  Guidance for planning and implementing and aerial spray is available at the
DNR website and the staff of the DNR forest health program can provide advice.

4. Physical controls, while not practical for protection of trees in forests, physical
controls can reduce defoliation on individual trees in open landscapes such as picnic
areas.  Physical controls include oiling or removal of egg masses, barrier bands and
burlap collection bands.  Direction on how to do these controls and timing is available
at the UW Extension website.  Physical controls may be done by campground
managers or seasonal employees and may also increase public awareness of other
management of gypsy moth that may not be noticeable at the time such as biological
controls or insecticide treatment.

Destroy egg masses by spraying them with Golden Pest Spray Oil or by scraping off 
the egg masses and killing them.  Treating egg masses with Golden Pest Spray Oil is 
preferred if participating in a suppression spray as it leaves the egg masses in place so 
the program’s surveyors can count them.  Adding a few drops of food coloring can 
help, to keep track of which egg masses have been treated.  If egg masses are scraped 
off, use a knife to scrape all of the eggs into a jar.  Eggs and caterpillars can be killed 
by soaking in soapy water for 3 days, after which, the eggs can then be discarded in 
the trash.  Egg masses scraped onto the ground, sprayed off with a hose, or crushed 
with a shoe will survive to hatch next spring. 

Barrier bands will prevent caterpillars from climbing back into trees after they have 
fallen.  Barrier bands can be purchased or made using duct tape or other nonporous 
material that can be wrapped around a tree trunk and coated with a commercially 
available sticky material (such as TangleFoot).  Never put sticky material directly on 
the tree trunk.  On thin-barked trees, such as birch, tie butcher paper or paper bags 
around the trunk before using the duct tape.  The sticky material may need to be 
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reapplied periodically due to rain and other environmental conditions, or when the 
bands are covered with caterpillars. 

Collection bands can be made from medium-weight dark cloth or burlap 
approximately 12-18 inches wide and long enough to completely wrap around a tree.  
Using a piece of cord or twine, fasten the middle of the cloth band to the trunk at chest 
height.  Fold the top half of the cloth down to cover the bottom half.  Older caterpillars 
are attracted to these “skirts” when looking for a place to hide during the day.  
Remove and destroy the caterpillars each day by scraping them into a bucket of soapy 
water.  Daily tending makes this technique labor intensive. 

5. Communication and education of public can increase tolerance of outbreaks and
damage, reduce demands for action, and give visitors a positive impression of the
property.  Educational material on gypsy moth is available, from the WI DNR and is
being offered at all Clark County campgrounds. If an outbreak occurs at Clark County
campgrounds, please let campers know to inspect and remove caterpillars or egg
masses before going home.  Hitching rides on outdoor camping equipment is one of
the most common ways gypsy moth is transported.  The WI DNR has a publication
specifically for this purpose.

Wildlife 

Suppressing gypsy moth outbreaks to prevent impacts to wildlife can be a trade-off between 
the impacts of control and impacts of losing some oaks or mast production. Oaks that are 
defoliated produce poor acorn crops for two or more years following defoliation.  A property 
manager may have to weigh the impacts on one group of species, acorn dependent deer and 
turkey, against those of another group, caterpillar dependent birds. 

Mortality of trees following defoliation can be beneficial for many species that depend on 
cavities for nesting or dens.  Snags are often an underrepresented component of many young 
or regenerated forests.  Studies have shown significant increases in diversity and abundance 
of songbirds in forests where mortality from defoliation was not salvaged. 

Implementation 

The Clark County Forest has experienced minor levels of defoliation in the past 15 years and 
will likely be subject to defoliation events into the future.  Planning and implementation 
strategies have reduced the negative effects of defoliation.  The Clark County Forestry and 
Parks Department will continue to incorporate gypsy moth planning into all aspects of our 
forest and recreational planning. 

Silviculture will be the main tool used to prevent damage to the forest resource.  Insecticide 
treatments will be considered for campgrounds, other intensive use areas, and high value 
stands of timber.   
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The Clark County Forest is healthy, productive, and was generally prepared for the arrival of 
gypsy moth. This department will continue working on the following projects to prepare for 
future population outbreaks of gypsy moth. 

1. Continue to establish, sell and encourage the timely harvest of oak,
aspen, and hardwood thinnings.

2. Reduce the risk of mortality for the only county forest hemlock stand
by removing preferred species with a selective thinning.

3. Campgrounds and other intensive use areas have special management
needs.  Maintain individual tree health and promote tree diversity
(especially nonpreferred species).

4. Continue monitoring gypsy moth populations and trends.
5. Implement gypsy moth cutting restrictions in oak, aspen and hardwood

thinnings when appropriate.  Consider other appropriate action as
needed.

6. Plan to modify timber sale work plan priorities prior to, during, and
after periods of heavy defoliation.

7. Provide educational material to the public.
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BLUE SWAMP DIVERSITY MANAGEMENT AREA (DMA) PLAN 

Blue Swamp Diversity Management Area (DMA consists of approximately 1,000 acres located in 
sections 16, 17, 18, 20, 21, 27, and 28 of Butler Township. DMA boundaries are shown on the attached 
map and are more specifically described as:  a 300 foot buffer/setback on both sides of the North Fork 
of the Eau Claire River and Robinson Creek located in sections 16, 17, 18, and 21, together with all lands 
in the east one-half of section 21 which lie south of Robinson Creek, and all remaining county lands of 
the Blue Swamp State Natural Area shown on the attached map. County HWY MM right-of-way as well 
as any pine plantations are excluded from the DMA boundary. 

Composition of the DMA includes:  190 acres of upland hardwood, 250 acres of bottomland hardwood, 
160 acres of swamp conifers, and approximately 400 acres of northern sedge meadow/marshland. 

Management planning for the Blue Swamp DMA began in early spring, 1995. The Blue Swamp along 
with portions of Robinson Creek and the North Fork of the Eau Claire River were considered for 
classification as a DMA due to their unique characteristics, remote locations, and potential corridor 
attributes. 

Independent of County efforts to preserve the Blue Swamp, Wisconsin Bureau of Endangered Resources 
petitioned the County Board in mid 1995, to designate the Blue Swamp as a State Natural Area (SNA). 
On June 21, 1995, the County Board approved the designation of the Blue Swamp SNA. 

The County and the State have agreed to a management plan for the SNA. The management plan for the 
SNA is incorporated into this section. 

Management prescriptions for the DMA have been created to preserve this site in a natural condition 
with little human disturbance. The SNA management plan will supersede the DMA management 
guidelines on areas where they overlap since the boundaries of the DMA encompass all lands of the SNA 
plus additional corridors and upland. 

Management prescriptions for the DMA are as follows: 

1.) Removal of plants, plant parts, animals, rocks, rocks/minerals, and artifacts is generally not 
permitted. Hunting, fishing, trapping, berry picking, and nut gathering is permitted if not 
expressly restricted or otherwise prohibited by law or Articles of Dedication. Collecting for 
scientific purposes may be allowed by permit. 

2.) Cutting or removal of living or dead trees (standing or down) or other vegetation in forest 
communities is generally limited to that which is essential to meet public safety requirements. 
Death of trees due to blowdown, fire, flooding, insects, or disease is regarded as normal natural 
occurrence. Clark County will implement sanitation and salvage cutting practices in the event 
that tree mortality within the DMA creates the potential spread of diseases or mortality outside 
of DMA boundaries. 
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3.) Natural plant succession shall proceed unabated by human disturbance, except as provided in 
paragraph 2 above. 

4.) Introductions of exotic plant and animal species is prohibited. Reintroduction of an extirpated 
species or introduction of a species of concern, which is known to inhabit a particular 
community and/or require certain edaphic characteristics, may be permitted with consent of 
the Forestry and Parks Committee. 

5.) Intensive public use is not encouraged. Any public use that damages vegetation or otherwise 
impairs natural conditions is discouraged and, if necessary, will be controlled. Recreational uses 
such as hiking, nature appreciation, and education that do not degrade the natural features are 
encouraged. 

6.) There is one snowmobile trail, which crosses Robinson Creek, approximately one half mile 
upstream from the junction of the North Fork of the Eau Claire River. This trail serves as access 
for the land management and timber production activities. This trail is gated to restrict all 
vehicular traffic when not used for its intended purposes. 

Several other trails encroach onto DMA boundaries. All such trails shall have access controlled 
to minimize intensive public use. 

7.) No buildings or other improvements such as fireplaces, picnic grounds, athletic facilities, dams, 
beach improvements, or other waterway modification devices will be constructed. No new 
utility or other easements shall be permitted. Mineral exploration shall be subject to County 
Board approval. Any public use or maintenance facility essential to the natural area should be 
located in a buffer zone or outside the natural area. 

8.) Fire control will be conducted to protect lands and investments outside of the DMA. 

9.) Historic properties, which may exist within DMA boundaries, shall be preserved in accordance 
with the National Historic Preservation Act. 

Management prescriptions of the Blue Swamp DMA are adopted through approval of the Clark County 
Forest 15 Year Comprehensive Land Use Plan. Any modifications or changes to these management 
prescriptions shall be done in accordance with Chapter 110.5 of the Comprehensive Land Use Plan. 
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1010.40  KBB Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) 
The Wisconsin Statewide Karner Blue Butterfly HCP is the agreement between the 
Federal Government and the State of Wisconsin that permits incidental take of 
endangered species for specified management activities. A renewal of the KBB HCP was 
submitted by the WI DNR to the USFWS on April 30, 2019. As of Clark County Board of 
Supervisors approval of the Clark County 15 Year Comprehensive Land Use Plan, the 
USFWS had not approved the renewal application or permit. Once the KBB HCP has 
been approved by the USFWS it will be available upon request at the Clark County 
Forestry and Parks Department located in the Clark County Courthouse. 

1010.41  KBB Species Habitat Conservation Agreement (SHCA) 
The KBB SHCA is how organizations become “partners” under the KBB HCP agreement 
between the USFWS and the State of Wisconsin. As approved partners, organizations 
are able to utilize the incidental take permit issued by the USFWS for specific 
management activities instead of having to avoid take. A renewal of Clark County’s KBB 
SHCA will be submitted for approval with the State of Wisconsin after the KBB HCP 
agreement has been approved by the USFWS. A copy of the KBB SHCA will be available 
upon request at the Clark County Forestry and Parks Department located in the Clark 
County Courthouse. 
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Karner Blue Butterfly 
Long Term Habitat Management Plan 

Clark County Forest 

As part of Clark County’s commitment to the Karner Blue Butterfly (KBB), the County agreed to establish a 
20-acre site, expanded to 25 acres in 2019, as long-term habitat for the KBB. The County intends to actively 
manage this site for the benefit of the KBB. All activities conducted under this plan will be consistent with the 
KBB Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) Guidelines and Protocols and Clark County’s Species and Habitat 
Conservation Agreement (SHCA).   

The selected site is located in North Foster Township.  Access to the area is restricted by a locked gate. The trail 
is generally accessible with a 4x4 truck during all seasons except during abnormally wet periods. The trail was 
improved in 2017 through a sustainable forestry grant to better accommodate planned management activities.  

A number of factors were examined before determining suitability of this site for long-term habitat management 
to benefit the KBB. First, based on the habitat type and what is known about its association with lupine, this 
area includes some of the highest potential habitat available in Clark County. Secondly, the physical location of 
this site is such that by maintaining it in a state of barrens, it will serve as a dispersal corridor between two of 
the largest, existing areas of occupied KBB habitat. These two populations are generally isolated from each 
other by unfavorable habitat if not for the long-term habitat area. In addition to providing a corridor between 
occupied habitats, the linear nature of this management area facilitates dispersal between neighboring timber 
stands grown under the shifting mosaic management strategy. Finally, this site currently supports flora and 
fauna indicative of a pine barrens ecosystem - including high numbers of KBB. 

The bulk of this management area is located on two different soil types; Menahga Loamy Sand, and Simescreek 
Sand. Within this management area, a gentle south-facing slope separates these soils. Both soils are classified as 
having a poor nutrient and dry moisture regime. These two soils share a habitat type classification of PVGy and 
both soil types currently have lupine growing on them. Despite their many similarities, the Menahga Loamy 
Sand appears to yield more brush as natural succession advances.  

The site and surrounding areas have been extensively surveyed for lupine and KBB. Occupied habitat occurs on 
and adjacent to the site along the west, north and east sides. Lupine is present on approximately 15 acres of this 
25 acre site. All of the lupine acreage is currently occupied by KBB. Using GIS, the lupine occurrences and 
surrounding timber type boundaries have been digitized. The 5-acre unit added in 2019 is currently occupied by 
planted red pine. A harvest was set and sold in 2019 and part of that timber sale goal is to remove the over story 
red pine and return the 5-acre unit to barrens habitat. As of 2020, the sale was not completed. 

The permanent site has been broken into 4 units. Sites 1 and 2 are each approximately 8 acres in size and 
contain both soil types previously mentions. Site 3 is about 1.5 acres in size and sits on Menahga soils. This unit 
acts as the primary corridor route between the permanent habitat area and KBB populations on the south side of 
the adjacent river. Units 1, 2, and 3 are occupied habitat. Prescribed burning and or mowing for habitat 
maintenance and enhancement has been and will continue to be conducted in these stands. A closed canopy red 
pine cover type with Simescreek soil makes up unit 4. Unit 4 does contain scattered lupine in the understory and 
likely has a lupine seed bank that will respond once the over story has been removed.  A map is attached that 
displays the permanent habitat and surrounding landscape. 
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In 2017 and in the absence of fire, units 1, 2, and 3 were mowed to reduce competition from hazel brush and 
other wood species and the project was funded with grant money awarded by the DNR. In these units, a diverse 
herbaceous ground layer of native grasses, forbs, nectar plants, and lupine vigorously responded. Fire is the 
preferable management strategy to maintain these species over time, but mowing was proved effective if fire 
cannot be used for one reason or another.    
 
Unit 4, will need to be restored to a barrens community overtime after the red pine over story is removed. This 
process may include mowing, scarification, reseeding, and prescribed fire. Clark County will work with DNR 
biologists to develop and implement an effective strategy to meet this goal over time.  
 
The permanent habitat site is surrounded by a combination of actively managed forest and maintained barrens 
habitat. The forest and barrens habitat units are managed with a shifting mosaic strategy that compliments the 
permanent habitat site.  
 
The forest units will be silviculturally managed over time and when final harvests occur, they do provide 
additional KBB habitat adjacent to the permanent site until canopy closure is achieved. Consistent with the 
Departments EMU 3 management plan, jack pine is the preferred species for reforestation near and adjacent to 
the KBB permanent habitat area. 
 
Over the past 20 years, the barrens habitat areas’ identified on the attached map’ have been periodically burned 
or treated with herbicide to reduce woody competition. However, a lack of recent management has allowed a 
few of these units to naturally transition into more forest like condition. As part of the 2019 timber harvest that 
is scheduled, these units have been marked to remove trees and help restore barrens characteristics. Moving 
forward the units will preferably be managed with prescribed fire in shifting mosaic pattern along with the 
permanent habitat. This strategy will be the most cost effective way to manage the landscape. 
 
While prescribed burning is an extremely effective way to manage KBB habitat there are many challenges 
including weather and funding. A formal schedule of planned activities is very difficult to establish and even 
harder implement. The department will use WisFirs to track and schedule management activities, but will have 
to take advantage of opportunities as they present themselves in order to achieve desired goals. Flexibility will 
be essential for management and other activities such as mowing, scarifying, and chemical vegetation control 
should always be consider as needed. 
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SECTION 1015 

FACILITIES AND REPORTS 
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920 FACILITIES AND REPORTS 

920.1 RECREATION INVENTORY 

PARKS & CAMPGROUNDS 

RUSSELL MEMORIAL PARK AND CAMPGROUND   
Amenities: 233 campsites Picnic area Beach area 

3 shower houses/F.Toilet Fishing Access ATV Trail access 
4 Flush toilet buildings Drinking water Boat launch 
Paved roads  Convenience store Firewood 
R.V. full hook up Laundromat  2 Shelters 
Electric R.V. dump station Play area 
Game Room  1 Vault Toilet  1 Parking Lot 

SHERWOOD PARK AND CAMPGROUND  
Amenities: 36 campsites 2 Vault toilet buildings Picnic area 

Beach area  Drinking water 1 Shelter 
Paved and Gravel roads Boat launch  Play area 
Electric Fishing access  1 Parking Lot 
Firewood R.V. dump station Camp Store 
1 Shower and Flush Toilet 

SNYDER PARK AND CAMPGROUND  
Amenities: 50 camp sites  R.V. dump station Beach area 

3 Vault toilet buildings Drinking water ATVTrail access 
Paved roads  Boat launch  Picnic area 
Electric Fishing access  Play area 
Firewood 2 Shelters 4 Parking Lots 
1 Shower House/F. Toilets 

WILD ROCK PARK AND CAMPGROUND  
Amenities:   27 campsites  Drinking water 2 Shelters 

2 Vault toilet buildings Picnic area Play area 
Electric  Remote camping 
R.V. dump station  ATV/Horse Trail Access Parking Lot 

ROCK DAM PARK AND CAMPGROUND 
Amenities: 149 campsites Beach area Firewood 

2 Shower houses/F.Toilet Drinking water ATVTrail access 
1 Flush toilet buildings Boat launch Picnic area 
Paved roads  Fishing access  Play area 
RV full hook up R.V. dump station Electric 
Convenience store  3 Shelters Laundromat 
2 Vault Toilets 4 Parking Lots 
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NORTH MEAD LAKE PARK AND CAMPGROUND  
Amenities: 74 campsites   Picnic area   Firewood 
  Shower house/F.Toilet 1 Shelter   Play area 
  3 Vault toilet buildings R.V. dump station  Fishing access  
  Electric   Drinking water  Boat launch 
  Beach    Paved Roads   2 Parking Lots 
 
GREENWOOD PARK AND CAMPGROUND   
Amenities: 15 campsites   DrinkingWater  2 Shelters 
  4Vault toilet buildings Play area   Picnic area 
  Electric   Fishing access   Paved Roads 
  2 Parking Lots   Canoe Access 
 
WILDCAT MOUND PARK   
Amenities: Drinking Water  1 Vault toilet building  Picnic area 
  Remote camping  ATV Trail access  Hiking trails 
  1 Parking Lot 
 
SOUTH MEAD LAKE PARK   
Amenities: 1 Shelter   Picnic area   Play area 
  Boat landing   1 Vault toilet building  Fishing access 
  Drinking water  1 Parking Lot 
 
BLACK RIVER  RECREATION AREA  
Amenities:   Fishing access   Gravel Road   1 Parking Lot 
  Canoe access 
 
Inventory Total for Parks and Campgrounds :  

  * 10- Parks 
* 7 - Campgrounds w/584 sites 
* 14 - Shelters 
* 19 - Vault toilet buildings 
* 11 -  Flush toilet buildings 
* 9 - Fishing access 
* 2 - Canoe access 
* 10 - Picnic areas 
* 6  - R.V. dump stations 
* 8 - Shower buildings 
* 4 - Beaches 
* 2 - Convenience stores 
* 2 – Laundromats 
*18 – Parking Lots 
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RECREATIONAL TRAILS    

Levis/Trow Mound Recreation Area 
 
HIKING 

• One (1) - 41 mile hiking trail system including 1.5 miles of self 
guided nature trail.  

 
MOUNTAIN BIKING 

• One (1) - 24 mile mountain bike trail system.   
 
CROSS-COUNTRY SKIING 

• One (1) - 17 mile system of groomed trails and 19 miles of un-
groomed trails. 

 
SNOWSHOEING 

• One (1) - 24 mile system of backcountry snowshoeing trails.  
 
SUPPORT FACILITIES 

• Two (2) parking lots with one (1) vault toilet building and one (1) flush 
toilet building with showers. 

• One (1) shelter building with picnic area and water. 
• One (1) maintenance building. 

Wild Rock Horse Trails 
• One (1) - 40 mile horse trail system. 
 

SUPPORT FACILITIES 
• Two (2) parking lots. 
• Wild Rock Park and Campground. 

 
Rock Dam Hiking/Cross-Country Ski Trail 

 
HIKING 

• One (1) - 3 mile walking trail.  
 
SUPPORT FACILITIES 

• Rock Dam Park and Campground 
 

ALL TERRAIN VEHICLES (ATV) 

• One (1) – 135.3 mile summer system including interconnected 
routes. (88.1 miles of summer funded trail and 171.5 miles winter 
funded) 

 
SUPPORT FACILITIES 

• Seven (7) parking lots.  One with picnic area, water and vault toilet 
building.   

• Russell Park, Wildcat Park, Snyder Park, Wild Rock Park and Rock 
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Dam Park. 
 
SNOWMOBILING 

• One (1) – 151.5 mile county forest snowmobile trail system.  Total 
county wide trail mileage is 369.9 miles. 

 
SUPPORT FACILITIES 

• Same as ATV. 

KNOBBY RIDGE OFF ROAD MOTORCYCLE TRAIL 
• One (1) – 6.1 mile single track trail system. 
• One (1) - two acre intensive use area. 
 

SUPPORT FACILITIES 
• One (1) parking lot with picnic area, water and vault toilet building. 
 

WATER ACCESS 
• Lake Arbutus - 4 boat landings    
• Mead Lake – 2 boat landings 
• Emerson Lake – 1 boat landing 
• Sherwood Lake – 1 boat landing 
• Rock Dam Lake – 1 boat landing 
• Snyder Lake – 1 boat landing 

 
SUPPORT FACILITIES 

• 2 Vault toilet buildings. 
• Russell Park, Mead Lake Parks, Humbird Park, Sherwood Park, 

Rock Dam Park, Snyder Park 
• 10 Parking lots. 

 

OTHER 
 
BRUCE MOUND WINTER SPORTS AREA 

• 100% lighted slopes for night skiing 
• 5 – Snow tubing runs 
• 11 – Slopes for beginner to expert skiers and snowboarders 
• 6 - lifts 
• Complete ski and snowboard rental shop 
• Ski school and ski patrol     
• 100% snowmaking coverage 
• State of the art snow grooming 
• Chalet and restaurant 
• Parking lot 

 
SHERWOOD SHOOTING RANGE 

• One (1) – Shooting Range with parking lot 
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Inventory Totals for Recreational trails and other. 

• Hiking trails   2 systems  44 miles 
• Horse trails   1 system  40 miles 
• X-country ski trails  1 systems  36 miles 
• Mountain biking trails 1 system  24 miles 
• Snowshoe trails  1 system  24 miles 
• Nature Trail   1 trail   1.5 miles 
• Motorcycle trails  1 system  6.1 miles 
• Motorcycle intensive use 1 area   2 acres 
• ATV trails      

o Summer  1 system  135.3 miles 
o Winter   1 system  171.5 miles 

• Snowmobile trails   
o County wide  1 system  369.9 miles 
o County Forest 1 system  151.5 miles 

• Shooting ranges  1 range 
• Boat landings  10 landings 
• Parking lots   24 lots 
• Vault toilets   5 buildings 
• Flush toilets   1 buildings 
• Picnic areas   3 areas 
• Chalet    1 building 
• Snow tubing runs  5 runs 
• Downhill ski runs  11 runs 
• Hill lifts   6 lifts 
• Complete ski rental shop 1 shop 

 
TOTAL RECREATIONAL INVENTORY 
• Parks    10 parks (without Bruce Mound) 
• Campgrounds  7 campgrounds 584 sites 
• Shelters   15 shelters 
• Vault toilets   24 buildings 
• Flush toilets   12 buildings 
• Picnic areas   13 areas 
• Fishing access  9 accesses 
• R.V. dump stations  6 stations 
• Shower houses  9 buildings 
• Beaches   4 beaches 
• Convenience stores  2 stores 
• Laundromats   2 laundromats 
• Hiking trails   2 systems  44 miles 
• Horse trails   1 system  40 miles 
• X-country ski trails  1 systems  36 miles 
• Mountain biking trails 1 system  24 miles 
• Snowshoe trails  1 system  24 miles 
• Nature Trail   1 trail   1.5 miles 
• Motorcycle trails  1 system  6.1 miles 
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TOTAL RECREATIONAL INVENTORY (cont.) 
• Motorcycle intensive use 1 area   2 acres 
• ATV trails      

o Summer  1 system  135.3 miles 
o Winter   1 system  171.5 miles 

• Snowmobile trails   
o County wide  1 system  369.9 miles 
o County Forest 1 system  151.5 miles 

• Shooting ranges  1 range 
• Boat landings  10 landings 
• Canoe access  2 accesses 
• Warming shelters  1 shelter 
• Parking lots   42 lots 
• Chalet    1 building 
• Snow tubing runs  5 runs 
• Downhill ski runs  11 runs 
• Hill lifts   6 lifts 
• Complete ski rental shop 1 shop 
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SECTION 1020 

MISCELLANEOUS MAPS AND BROCHURES 
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Willard, WI 54493

(715) 743-5140

V 19.1

.

!_

!5

Total Trail Milage: 40 Miles

Open to ATV Traffic
More Difficult -

Closed to ATV Traffic

Rivers
 
County Highway
Forest Road
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County Forest Land
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Easy Rider Trail (7.3 mi)
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Seven Sisters Trail (7.6 mi)
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W8672 US Highway 10
Neillsville, WI 54456

(715) 743-5140
Total trail milage: 21 miles
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Snyder Park and  Campground!<

!i Knobby Ridge Parking Lot
!N Hwy. 10 ATV Parking Lot

!f Self-Registration Post
!J Intensive Use Area (course)
!_ Vault Toilet

ATV/Snowmobile Trails
(no motorcycle travel allowed)! !

Wildlife Trail 
(no motorcycle travel allowed)

Youth Loop (.3 mi) intermediate
Youth Loop (.5 mi) beginner

Â One Way Trail, Direction of Travel

Beginner Trail
Intermediate Trail
Advanced Trail - closed to automobiles

Woods Road 
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Advanced Trail - open to automobiles
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Spencer

Version 17.12
RIDE AT YOUR OWN RISK

This map is in te n de d for advis o ry pu rpo s e s  o n ly.  It is bas e d o n  s o u rce s  
be lie ve d reliable bu t Clark Co u n ty dis tribu te s  this info rmatio n  o n  an       

“AS IS” basis.  No Warran tie s  are implied.
Intersection Signing

To gu ide  yo u  as the  o pe rato r of a s n o wmo bile within Clark Co u n ty, 
in te rs e ctio n  sign s have be e n  in s talled thro u gho u t the  trail sys te m.            
The 9” x 9” white  le ge n d o n  bro w n  backgro u n d sign s are locate d whe re  
trails and ro u te s  co n n e ct.  The n u mbe ring sys te m begin s in s o u the rn      

Clark Co u n ty and co n tin u e s  in  a clockwis e  directio n .

Operating Snowmobiles Responsibly
-Operate  the  s n o wmo bile at a rate  o f spe e d that is re as o n able o r prope r 
u n de r the  circu ms tan ce s .
-Spe e d limits are po s te d within the  trail sys te m.  Where  n o t po s te d the  
spe e d limit o n  ro u te s  are the  same  as any mo to r vehicle.
-Whe n  traveling within 150 fe e t o f a re side n ce  be tw e e n  the  ho u rs o f 
10:30pm and 7:00am) the  spe e d limit is 10 M.P.H. or le s s .
-Whe n  within 100ft o f a pers o n  n o t o n  a s n o wmo bile o r ATV and while 
traveling within 100 fe e t o f an ice shan ty yo u  mu s t yield the  right-o f-way 
and the  spe e d limit is 10 M.P.H. or le s s .
-Modified e xhau s t sys te ms e xce e ding DNR s tan dards are n o t w e lcome d in 
Clark Co u n ty.
-It is a privilege , n o t a right, to  ride o n  private ly o w n e d and co u n ty 
prope rty.

We welcome you to enjoy a pleasurable trail experience in Clark County.
BE SMART, BE PREPARED, BE CAREFUL & HAVE FUN!

To Jackson Co.

Hix wood  Rd.
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SECTION 1025 

CLARK COUNTY FOREST ACCESS PLAN 
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Forest Access By Township
ID 

Number Type Condition Miles Maintenance
Planned 

Maintenance

Butler Township

001 permanent secondary dry 0.05 leave open as is

002 temporary wet 0.23 Access restricted by town road ditch

002A permanent secondary 0.04 Leave open as is

003 temporary wet 0.15 Access restricted by town road ditch

004 permanent secondary wet 0.38 Leave open as is

005 temporary wet 0.77 Bunkered, duplicate trail

006 permanent secondary 0.16 Leave open as is, new trail

006A permanent secondary dry 0.05 Leave open as is, monitor skid roads monitor

006B permanent secondary dry 0.17 Leave open as is, monitor skid roads monitor

007 permanent secondary 0.11 Leave open as is , new trail

008 permanent secondary wet 0.10 leave open as is, access agreement leave open as is

008A temporary wet 0.17 access agreement

009 permanent secondary wet 0.52 access restricted by gate

009A temporary wet 0.06 bunkered

010 permanent secondary 0.50 leave open as is leave open as is

010A temporary wet 0.29 access restricted by snowmobile trail

011 permanent secondary dumping 0.35 Leave open as is, new trail

011A permanent secondary 0.28 Leave open as is

012 permanent secondary wet 0.04 Leave open as is , new trail

013A temporary wet 1.91 access restricted by snowmobile trail

014 temporary wet 0.63 bunkered 2012

014A temporary wet 0.19 New road, bunkered

014B permanent secondary wet 0.05 Leave open as is

015 permanent secondary 0.58 Leave open as is

015A temporary wet 0.57 Bunkered, access restricted by town 

road ditch

015B temporary 0.13 Soils prone to rutting bunker

016 permanent secondary 0.11 Leave open as is

017 temporary wet-brsh 0.05 Access restricted by town road ditch

017A temporary wet 0.31 Bunkered, new trail

018 permanent secondary wet 0.93 remove bunker, access agreement open

018A temporary wet 1.87 bunkered

019 permanent secondary 0.36 Leave open as is

019A temporary wet 1.10 Bunkered, new access, navigable stream

020 temporary wet 1.71 Bunkered, dumping

021 permanent secondary 0.37 Leave open as is

021A permanent secondary 0.17 Leave open as is, new trail

022 permanent secondary 0.23 Leave open as is

023 temporary wet 1.53 Bunkered, access restricted by snow trail

024 temporary wet 2.09 heavily rutted, stream flowing across 

road near MM. Install culvert or bunker 

and close.

bunker

025 temporary wet 0.42 Bunkered, new trail

026 permanent secondary 0.35 Leave open as is

026A temporary wet 0.03 Bunkered, garbage dumping, gravel pit per township 

request
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Forest Access By Township
ID 

Number Type Condition Miles Maintenance
Planned 

Maintenance

027 permanent secondary  0.13 Leave open as is  

027A temporary wet 0.70 Diversity Maintenance area.  Bunkered.

028 permanent secondary  0.54 Leave open as is  

028A permanent secondary dry 0.02 Leave open as is

029 permanent secondary  0.1 Leave open as is  

029A temporary wet 0.39 Bunkered at navigable stream-Diver. 

Maint. area

 

030 permanent secondary  0.14 Leave open as is  

030A temporary wet 0.55 Bunkered, new trail

031 temporary  7.96 Bunkered, new trail, access restricted by 

snowmobile trail gate

 

032 temporary wet-brsh 0.49 Bunkered, new trail  

033 temporary wet 0.72 bunker bunker

034 temporary wet 0.6 Bunkered, new trail  

035 permanent secondary wet 0.24 Leave open as is  

035A temporary wet 0.77 Bunkered, new trail  

036 temporary  0.11 Bunkered  

036A temporary wet 0.42 Bunkered, new trail  

037 permanent secondary  0.11 Leave open as is  

037A temporary wet 0.39 Access restricted by game trail, new trail  

037B temporary wet 0.24 Access restricted by game trail, new trail  

038 temporary wet 0.97 Bunkered, Blue Swamp state natural 

area

 

039 permanent secondary dry 1.20 Leave open as is

040 temporary wet 0.63 Bunkered, new trail,  

041 temporary wet 0.81 Bunkered, partly new, mud bogging  

042 permanent secondary dry 1.23 Leave open as is  

043 permanent secondary  0.47 Leave open as is  

043A temporary  3.99 Bunker, new trail bunker

043B temporary  0.42 Bunkered, new trail, duplicate access  

044 permanent secondary  0.24 Leave open as is  

044A temporary  1.04 Bunkered, new trail wet  

045 permanent secondary  0.03 Leave open as is, new trail  

046 temporary  0.04 Bunkered, erosion, access restricted by 

pit

 

046B permanent secondary dry 0.61 leave open as is  

047 permanent secondary wet 0.07 Leave open as is  

047A temporary wet 0.66 Bunkered at navigable stream  

048 permanent secondary dry 0.59 Leave open as is  

048A temporary dry 1.29 bunkered, stream crossing  

049 temporary 0.51 Bunkered, garbage dumping  

049A permanent secondary 0.07 Bunkered, garbage dumping  

050 permanent secondary wet 0.37 Leave open as is  

051 permanent secondary dry 0.25 Leave open as is  

051A temporary  0.31 Bunkered at navig. stream, new road  

052 permanent secondary  0.54 Leave open as is  

052A temporary wet 1.01 bunkered, partly new trail

053 permanent secondary dry 1.62 Leave open as is  

053A temporary wet 0.46 New trail, access restricted by stream  
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Forest Access By Township
ID 

Number Type Condition Miles Maintenance
Planned 

Maintenance

054 temporary  0.47 Restricted by private land  

054A temporary  0.55 Access restricted by private property + 

gate, shooting range

 

054B temporary wet 0.23 access restricted by town road ditch.  

093B temporary wet 0.16 Access restricted by ATV trail monitor

55.60Township Total =
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Forest Access By Township
ID 

Number Type Condition Miles Maintenance
Planned 

Maintenance

Dewhurst Township

 permanent secondary  0.05   

432 permanent secondary dry 0.08 Leave open as is

438 permanent secondary wet 0.06 Leave open as is  

439 temporary wet 0.73 Bunkered, dumping  

440 temporary wet 1.13 trail reroute bunker

440A permanent secondary wet 0.28 Leave open as is  

440B permanent secondary  0.13 Leave open as is  

441 temporary wet 0.67 Access restricted by bunker and town 

road ditch

 

441A temporary wet 0.03 Access restricted by town road ditch  

441B temporary dry 0.03 ditched

442 temporary wet 1.45 Bunkered both ends, mud bogging, 

erosion

Needs new bunker

443 temporary wet 0.39 Access restricted by closed trail, part of 

Levis RGS loop

Monitor

444 permanent secondary dry 1.06 Leave open as is clean east ditch

444B temporary wet 0.32 Access restricted by town road ditch, 

new trail

 

445 temporary  0.55 Access restricted by ATV trail and gate, 

game opening

 

446 permanent secondary  0.47 Leave open as is  

447 temporary part wet 0.54 Bunkered, control access to ATV trail  

448 temporary brushy 0.33 Access restricted by ATV trail  

449 permanent secondary  1.58 Leave open as is, erosion Monitor

450 permanent secondary dry 0.02 Leave open as is

451 permanent secondary  2.05 Leave open as is  

452 permanent secondary dry-brsh 0.41 Leave open as is, complete loop on map bunker SW corner

452A temporary dry-brsh 0.22 bunker, steep slopes and new plantation 

are concerns

bunker

453 permanent secondary wet 0.85 Leave open as is  

453A temporary wet 0.32 Bunker, wet trail bunker

454 permanent secondary wet-brsh 0.29 Leave open as is  

455 permanent secondary dry 2.44 Leave open as is, RR grade, snowmobile 

trail

 

455A permanent secondary dry 0.19 leave open as is Monitor

456 permanent secondary  0.49 Leave open as is, part ATV / 

snowmobile trail

 

456A permanent secondary  0.34 Leave open as is  

456B temporary wet 0.78 Bunkered, new trail  

456C temporary wet 0.38 Bunkered, new trail, access restricted by 

ATV trail

 

457 permanent secondary dry 0.13 Leave open as is, monitor for dumping Monitor

457A temporary  0.27 Bunkered, new trail duplicate  

457B temporary  0.36 Accesss restricted by ATV trail  

457C temporary  0.16 Bunkered, new trail, duplicate  

457D temporary wet 0.09 Recommend closing due to high water 

table

bunker

458 temporary  0.24 Access restricted by town road ditch  
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Forest Access By Township
ID 

Number Type Condition Miles Maintenance
Planned 

Maintenance

459 temporary wet 0.83 Bunkered, new trail  

460 temporary wet 0.35 planned bunker bunker

460A temporary wet 0.68 Bunkered, new trail  

461 temporary wet 2.98 Gated, addition to Levis Md., part new 

trail

 

462 temporary wet 0.72 Bunkered and restricted by township 

ditch

 

463 temporary wet 0.35 Bunkered, new trail  

464 temporary wet 2.4 Access restricted by ditch, new trail  

465 permanent secondary  0.15 leave open, driveway to Levis Md. trail 

center

 

466 permanent secondary  0.10 Leave open as is  

467 permanent secondary wet 0.31 Leave open as is  

467A temporary wet 0.3 access restricted by private property

468 temporary  1.00 Bunkered, ATV trail  

468A temporary  0.41 Bunkered, restricted by township ditch Monitor

468B permanent secondary wet 0.51 Leave open as is, new trail monitor

468C temporary wet 0.18 planned bunker bunker

468D temporary dry 0.68 Access restricted by ATV trail, firewood 

plot access by permit only

bunker

469 permanent secondary  0.18 Leave open as is  

469A temporary wet 0.59 Access restricted by Bunker, ATV trail  

469B temporary dry 0.1 access restricted by sign and ATV trail , 

DOT duplicate access

 

470 permanent secondary wet 0.12 Leave open as is  

471 permanent secondary wet 0.32 Leave open as is  

472 permanent secondary  0.38 Leave open as is  

472A temporary wet 0.82 Bunkered, new trail  

472B temporary wet 4.72 DOT temp. culvert permit, bunker Remove culv., 

bunker

473 temporary wet 1.68 Bunkered, access to ski trail  

473A temporary wet 0.44 Access restricted at town road ditch, 

bunkered

 

473B permanent secondary  0.05 Leave open as is, camping area  

473C temporary  0.31 Restricted by town road ditch, new trail  

474 temporary  0.34 access restricted at town road ditch  

474A temporary  0.21 Access restricted by private property, 

new trail

 

474B temporary  0.03 Gated, township dump  

475 temporary wet 0.25 Bunker Bunker

475A permanent secondary dry 0.10 leave open as is

475B temporary dry 0.35 access restricted by ATV trail and town 

ditch

monitor

475C temporary dry 0.35 access restricted by ATV trail and town 

ditch

monitor

475D permanent secondary dry 0.21 Need access to cell tower fom ATV 

trail, rest of trail on property line, 

bunker just past tower

monitor

475E temporary dry 0.31 trail on property line, bunker just south 

of cell tower

bunker
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Forest Access By Township
ID 

Number Type Condition Miles Maintenance
Planned 

Maintenance

475F temporary wet 0.42 Several wet pockets along trail, bunker 

after planting

bunker

476 temporary  0.09 Access restricted by highway ditch, new 

trail

 

476A temporary wet 0.62 Access restricted by ditch  

476B temporary dry 0.17 Access restricted by town road ditch, 

new trail

 

476C permanent secondary dry 0.08 leave open as is, parking area  

476D permanent secondary dry 0.11 Leave open as is

476E temporary dry 0.76 Access restricted by ditch and private 

property

Remove culvert

477 temporary wet 0.16 Ditched, new trail  

477A temporary wet 0.16 Ditched, new trail  

477B permanent secondary dry 0.16 Leave open as is  

478 temporary wet 0.2 access restricted by ditch remove culvert

479 permanent secondary  0.06 Leave open as is  

479A temporary wet 1.93 Access restricted by highway and town 

road ditch, new trail

 

479B temporary wet 0.65 bunker, new trail, small stream crossing 

and wetland crossing

bunker

49.26Township Total =
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Forest Access By Township
ID 

Number Type Condition Miles Maintenance
Planned 

Maintenance

Hewett Township

temporary 0.11 Bunkered

312 permanent secondary wet 0.21 Leave open as is  

313 temporary wet 0.57 Bunkered, new trail, access restricted by 

ATV trail

 

313A temporary dry 0.51 access restricted by private  

314 permanent secondary  0.15 Leave open as is,new trail  

315 temporary  0.07 duplicate, DOT safety concerns  

316 permanent secondary  0.35 Leave open as is, Access to motorcycle 

trail head

 

317 permanent secondary  0.09 Leave open as is, bunkered before ATV 

trail

 

318 temporary wet 0.19 access restricted by ATV trail

319 temporary  0.15 Bunkered, access to ATV trail, DOT 

permit ID 10-100143868-2013

Bunker

319A permanent secondary  0.06 Access installed, has DOT 

TEMORARY permit ID 10-100143867-

2013

remove culvert 

July 2016

320 permanent secondary dry 1.00 Leave open as is  

321 temporary  1.42 Bunkered, erosion, control access to 

ATV trail

Gate

321A permanent secondary  0.07 Leave open as is Monitor

322 temporary wet 2.67 Bunker, access restricted by ATV trail, 

partly new

Bunker

323 permanent secondary wet 1.64 Leave open as is  

324 temporary  2.01 Bunkered, partly new, control access to 

ATV trail

325 permanent secondary  0.20 Leave open as is, wood yard  

326 permanent secondary  0.21 Leave open as is, wood yard access  

327 permanent secondary  0.23 Leave open as is, new trail  

327A temporary wet 0.42 bunker, new trail bunker

328 temporary wet 0.38 Bunkered, duplicate trail  

329 permanent secondary  0.96 Leave open as is Monitor, mud 

bogging

330 permanent secondary  0.06 Leave open as is  

331 permanent secondary  0.47 Leave open as is  

331A temporary wet 1.24 Bunkered, new trail  

332 permanent secondary  0.55 Leave open as is, monitor illegal 

dumping

 

332A temporary  0.31 Bunkered, new trail, duplicate  

333 temporary wet 0.37 Bunkered, erosion, illegal dumping  

334 permanent secondary 0.10 Leave open as is, access to pit monitor erosion

335 temporary wet 0.27 Bunkered, new trail,  

336 permanent secondary seasonall

y wet

1.50 monitor install culvert.  

Bunker at game 

trail and private 

property.

337 permanent secondary  0.08 Leave open as is  

337A temporary wet 0.37 Bunkered, partly new, stream crossing  

338 temporary wet 0.25 Bunkered both ends  
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Forest Access By Township
ID 

Number Type Condition Miles Maintenance
Planned 

Maintenance

338A temporary wet 0.24 Bunkered, new trail  

338B temporary wet 0.42 Bunker, new trail Bunker

339 temporary wet 0.53 Bunker, leave parking area Bunker

339A temporary wet 0.48 Bunkered, new trail  

339B temporary wet 0.41 Bunkered, new trail  

340 permanent secondary  0.33 Leave open as is  

341 temporary wet 1.51 Bunker, gated, maintenance shop 

security

Bunker

342 temporary wet 0.23 Access restricted by Hwy 10 ditch  

343 permanent secondary  0.05 Leave open as is  

344 temporary wet 0.71 Bunkered, not DOT approved, safety 

concerns

 

345 temporary wet 0.87 Bunker, little use, mud bogging Bunker

345A temporary wet 0.30 Access restricted by town road ditch  

346 temporary wet 3.31 Bunker south, mud bogging Bunker

346A temporary  0.48 Access restricted by private property  

347 temporary wet 0.20 Bunkered, leave parking area  

348 temporary dry 0.44 Access restricted by gate, winx flowage 

dike structure

 

348A permanent secondary dry 0.16 Leave open as is  

349 permanent secondary  0.05 Leave open as is  

350 permanent secondary  0.1 Leave open as is  

350A temporary  0.22 Access restricted by town road ditch  

350B temporary wet 0.48 bunker bunker

351 permanent secondary wet 0.14 Monitor, mud bogging bunker

352 temporary wet 0.31 Monitor, mud bogging bunker

352A temporary wet 0.92 Bunkered, new trail  

353 permanent secondary wet 0.22 Leave open as is  

353A temporary wet 1.42 Bunkered, new trail  

353B temporary wet 0.29 Bunkered, new trail  

354 permanent secondary dry 0.12 Leave open as is  

355 temporary wet 1.12 Bunkered  

356 temporary wet 0.64 Bunkered,  partly new trail  

356A temporary 0.06 Ditched

357 permanent secondary dry 0.08 Leave open as is  

358 temporary wet 0.19 Bunkered, mud bogging  

359 temporary wet 1.02 Bunkered both ends, partly new trail  

360 permanent secondary  1.19 Leave open as is, neighbor asking to 

close due to illegal hunting activities 

11/1/2017

 

360A temporary dry 0.56 neighbor asked to close due to illegal 

dumping & hunting activities 11/1/2017

bunker

361 permanent secondary  0.11 Leave open as is  

361A permanent secondary wet 0.45 Leave open as is  

362 temporary wet 1.43 Bunkered, new trail  

363 permanent secondary  0.03 Leave open as is  

364 permanent secondary wet 0.04 Leave open as is  

365 permanent secondary brushy 0.23 Leave open as is  

366 permanent secondary wet 0.38 Leave open as is  
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Forest Access By Township
ID 

Number Type Condition Miles Maintenance
Planned 

Maintenance

366A permanent secondary dry 0.26 Leave open as is, east end may be wet Monitor

367 temporary wet 0.57 Bunkered  

368 temporary wet 2.02 Bunkered all ends, partly new  

369 temporary wet 0.63 Bunkered, new trail  

370 temporary wet 1.03 Bunkered, new trail  

371 temporary wet 0.48 Access restricted by highway ditch, new 

trail

 

372 permanent secondary  0.06 Leave open as is  

373 temporary wet 0.46 Access restricted by highway ditch  

374 permanent secondary  0.09 Leave open as is  

375 permanent secondary  0.05 Leave open as is  

376 temporary  2.73 Access restricted by ditch bunker

376A temporary wet, bun 0.55 access restricted by highway ditch, temp 

culvert, new trail

 

376B permanent secondary dry 0.05 Leave open as is

377 temporary wet 0.54 Bunkered, leaving parking area, new  

378 temporary wet 0.96 Bunkered, partly new trail  

379 temporary wet 0.72 Access restricted by game trail gate, 

partly new trail

 

380 permanent secondary wet 0.51 Leave open as is , new trail  

380A temporary wet 0.45 Bunkered, new trail  

380B temporary wet 1.43 Bunkered, new trail  

380C temporary wet 0.70 Bunkered, leave parking area, new trail  

381 temporary wet 1.69 access restricted by town ditch and 

bunker, mud bogging

 

382 permanent secondary  0.18 Leave open as is  

382A temporary wet 0.40 Access restricted at town road ditch, 

new trail

 

383 permanent secondary dry 0.54 Leave open as is  

384 permanent secondary dry 0.86 Monitor, erosion, excessive dumping, 

dry trail, bunker at ATV trail

monitor

384A permanent secondary dry 0.34 Leave open as is, new trail  

384B temporary  0.13 Bunkered, new trail, duplicate, partly 

wet

 

385 permanent secondary  0.55 Leave open as is, bunkered at ATV trail  

385A permanent secondary mostly 

dry

0.48 bunker before ATV trail bunker

385B temporary access 

restricted

 by ATV 

trail

0.12

388 permanent secondary dry 0.05 Leave open as is

406B temporary  0.22 Bunkered north, access restricted on 

south by pit

 

61.52Township Total =

Hixon Township

551 permanent secondary dry 0.02 Leave open as is

0.023Township Total =
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Forest Access By Township
ID 

Number Type Condition Miles Maintenance
Planned 

Maintenance

Hoard Township

549 temporary wet 0.06 access restricted by ditch monitor

550 temporary wet 0.14 access restricted by ditch monitor

0.2Township Total =

Levis Township

480 permanent secondary wet 0.06 Leave open as is monitor

480A permanent secondary dry 0.24 Leave open as is, new trail  

480B temporary wet, bun 0.29 bunkered

481 temporary wet 0.43 Access restricted by ditch  

481A temporary  0.14 Access restricted by ditch  

481B temporary wet 1.44 Access restricted by game trail gate, 

partly new trail

 

482 permanent secondary  0.77 Leave open as is, access to private 

property.

 

482A temporary wet 0.19 Access restricted at ditch  

482B temporary wet 1.11 Bunker, new trail bunker

482C temporary  0.23 Access restricted by private property  

483 permanent secondary wet 0.47 Leave open as is monitor

483A permanent secondary  0.37 Leave open as is, new trail  

483B temporary wet 2.35 Bunkered, partly new trail

483C temporary wet 0.43 Bunkered, new trail  

483D temporary wet 0.26 Bunkered, new trail  

484 permanent secondary dry 0.09 Leave open as is, camping area

485 permanent secondary  0.08 Leave open as is  

485A temporary wet 0.12 Access restricted by private property  

485B permanent secondary dry 0.03 leave open as is, camping area

486 temporary wet 4.27 Access restricted by private property 

and bunker

monitor

487 permanent secondary dry 0.40 Leave open as is monitor

488 permanent secondary dry 0.49 Leave open as is monitor

489 permanent secondary dry 0.07 Leave open as is monitor

489A temporary wet 0.42 bunker both ends, wet and erosion 

concerns

bunker

14.74Township Total =
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Forest Access By Township
ID 

Number Type Condition Miles Maintenance
Planned 

Maintenance

Mead Township

055 temporary wet 0.57 bunkered

056 temporary wet 0.54 Ditched  

056A temporary wet 0.09 Possible bunker ditch

057 permanent secondary  0.16 Leave open as is  

057A temporary wet 0.18 access restricted at town road ditch by 

township

 

058 temporary wet 0.41 Bunkered, access restricted by town 

road ditch

 

059 temporary  1.04 access restricted at ditch by hwy. dept.  

060 permanent secondary wet 0.07 Leave open as is  

060A temporary wet 0.86 bunker  

061 permanent secondary dry 0.28 Leave open as is  

062 temporary wet 1.41 Bunker, partly new, navigable stream  

063 permanent secondary  0.35 Leave open as  is  

064 temporary wet 0.44 access restricted at ditch by hwy. dept.  

065 temporary wet 1.55 access restricted at ditch by hwy. dept.

066 temporary wet 0.25 access restricted at ditch by hwy. dept.

066A temporary 0.37 Soil prone to rutting bunker

067 permanent secondary wet 0.13 Leave open as is Monitor

068 temporary  0.38 South end ditched, access to game trails, 

dumping

Bunker

069 temporary wet 0.59 Contact by Town in 2015 about mud 

boggin, Kelly fixed trail and bunkered

bunker

070 temporary  0.02 access restricted at ditch by township.  

071 temporary  0.04 access restricted at ditch by township.  

072 permanent secondary dry 0.10 Leave open as is  

072A temporary wet 0.22 Bunkered north, impassable South.  

072B temporary wet 0.15 Restricted by town road ditch, new trail  

073 temporary  0.73 Access restricted by private property  

074 temporary  0.81 Already gated, leave as is  

075 temporary  0.04 Restricted by new road ditch  

076 temporary  0.07 Restricted by new road ditch  

077 permanent secondary  0.52 Leave open as is, partly new Monitor

077A permanent secondary  0.96 Leave open as is, snowmobile trail Monitor

078 temporary  0.03 Restricted by new road ditch  

079 temporary  0.05 Restricted by new road ditch  

080 temporary  0.04 Restricted by new road ditch  

081 permanent secondary dry 0.3 Leave open as is monitor

082 permanent secondary  0.06 Leave open as is  

083 permanent secondary  1.43 Leave open as is, partly new trail Monitor

084 temporary wet 0.53 Access restricted by ditch, new trail brushed in

085 temporary  0.69 Access restricted by private, new trail  

545 permanent secondary dry 1.94 Leave open as is monitor

545A temporary dry 0.79 Prone to rutting bunker

546 temporary dry 0.13 access reistricted by ditch monitor
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547 permanent secondary dry 0.86 bunker west access, gate on east access, 

steep hills before drainage erosion 

concern

548 temporary wet 0.98 bunker both ends, stream crossing and 

rutting concerns

bunker

21.16Township Total =
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Mentor Township

386 permanent secondary  0.47 Leave open as is  

386A temporary wet 0.71 Bunkered, new trail  

387 permanent secondary wet 0.09 Leave open as is  

387A temporary  0.04 Access restricted by highway ditch, new 

trail

 

389 permanent secondary  0.35 Leave open as is  

390 temporary wet 0.96 Bunkered south end,  stream, DOT 

permit ID 10-100113486-2012

Bunker N+W

391 temporary wet 0.54 Bunkered, access to wildlife trail  

392 permanent secondary wet 0.41 Leave open as is. DOT permit ID 10-68-

2010

393 permanent secondary wet 0.14 Leave open as is, access to game 

opening,

Monitor

395 temporary  0.11 duplicate, DOT safety concerns  

396 permanent secondary  0.21 Leave open as is  

397 permanent secondary  0.65 Leave open as is.  Install gravel. DOT 

permit ID 10-69-2010

Install gravel to 

DOT standards.

397A temporary wet 2.18 Bunkered, new trail, stream crossings  

397B temporary  0.29 planned bunker, rutting and stream 

crossing

bunker

398 temporary  1.41 Access restricted by private property  

399 permanent secondary  0.26 Leave open as is  

399A temporary wet 0.47 Bunkered, new trail

400 permanent secondary dry 0.11 Leave open as is, DOT permit for 

permanent/improvement 3/12/2014 

Permit #10-100159026-2014

 

401 permanent secondary dry 0.08 leave open as is Leave open as is.

402 temporary dry 0.24 duplicate.  DOT safety concerns.  

Bunker. Temporary Permit ID 10-

100143766-2013

bunker

403 temporary  0.33 duplicate.  DOT safety concerns. Bunker

404 permanent secondary  0.06 Leave open as is  

404A temporary 0.98 planned bunker, spruce swamp sale 

access, rutting

bunker

404B permanent secondary dry 0.07 Leave open as is, DOT Permit ID 10-

100143848-2013

404C permanent secondary dry 0.07 Leave open as is, DOT permit ID 10-

100143866-2013

405 permanent secondary dry 0.47 Leave open as is  

405A temporary wet 0.58 Bunkered  

406 permanent secondary wet 0.27 Leave open as is, flowage access  

406A permanent secondary  0.07 Leave open as is, camping area  

407 temporary wet 0.21 Bunkered at town road, new trail  

407A temporary wet 0.48 Bunkered, new trail  

407B temporary  0.18 Access restricted by private property  

408 permanent secondary wet 1.19 Leave open as is  

409 permanent secondary  0.22 Leave open as is, brushed in?  

409A temporary wet 0.2 Access restricted by private property  

410 permanent secondary wet-brsh 0.13 Leave open as is  
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411 permanent secondary  0.36 Leave open as is  

411A temporary wet 0.23 Bunkered, new trail  

412 permanent secondary  0.08 Leave open as is, brushed in?  

413 temporary  0.68 Access restricted by Game trail gate and 

marsh

 

414 permanent secondary wet 1.38 Leave open as is  

415 permanent secondary  0.57 Leave open as is  

415A temporary wet 0.43 Bunkered, erosion  

416 permanent secondary  0.09 Leave open as is  

416A permanent secondary  0.09 Leave open as is  

417 temporary  0.10 erosion, illegal ATV activity, access 

restricted by boulders

 

418 temporary  0.18 Control access, sand pit, erosion, ATV 

damage

Control access

419 permanent secondary dry 0.52 Leave open as is  

420 permanent secondary dry 0.26 Leave open as is  

420A permanent secondary dry 0.17 leave open as is

420B permanent secondary dry 0.22 leave open as is.  camping area.

421 permanent secondary  0.29 Leave open as is  

421A permanent secondary  0.14 Leave open as is  

422 permanent secondary  0.12 Leave open as is  

423 permanent secondary 0.18 leave open as is

424 permanent secondary  0.08 Leave open as is  

425A temporary wet 0.08 bunker bunker

425B permanent secondary dry 0.10 Leave open as is  

426 permanent secondary 0.29 leave open as is

427 temporary wet 1.64 Bunkered, partly new  

428 temporary 0.4 bunker bunker

429 permanent secondary wet 2.23 Leave open as is Monitor

429A temporary wet 0.20 bunkered 2015 bunker

431 permanent secondary sandy 0.96 Leave open as is, ATV/Snow trail  

433 permanent secondary  1.20 Leave open as is  

433A temporary wet 0.17 Soils prone to rutting bunker

434 permanent secondary  0.16 Leave open as is  

435 permanent secondary  0.15 Leave open as is  

436 permanent secondary  0.32 Leave open as is  

437 temporary wet 1.1 access restricted by Jackson Co. gates.  

30.41Township Total =
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N. Foster Township

temporary dry 0.1 access restricted by ditch

086 temporary  0.67 Access restricted by ATV trail  

086A permanent secondary  0.07 Leave open as is, access restricted at 

private property

 

087 temporary wet 0.19 Bunkered both ends, access restricted 

by ATV trail

 

088 temporary  0.17 Bunkered, access restricted by ATV trail  

089 temporary  0.16 Leave as is, access restricted by ATV 

trail

 

090 temporary  0.17 Bunkered, access restricted by ROW  

091 permanent secondary wet 0.01 Leave open as is

092 temporary wet 1.33 Bunkered, new trail  

093 temporary dry 0.97 bunker, dublicate trail bunker

093A temporary  0.23 Access restricted by ATV trail  

094 permanent secondary wet 0.18 Leave open as is  

095 permanent secondary  0.09 Leave open as is  

095A temporary wet 0.36 Soils prone to rutting bunker

096 temporary dry 0.21 Access restricted by ATV trail  

097 temporary wet 0.37 Soils prone to rutting bunker

098 permanent secondary  0.86 Leave open as is, erosion on steep hill monitor

099 permanent secondary wet 0.21 Leave open as is  

099A temporary wet 1.04 Bunkered, erosion, duplicate trail  

100 permanent secondary wet 0.24 Leave open as is  

100A temporary wet 0.88 Bunker west arm, erosion, mud bogging  

101 temporary wet 1.55 Bunkered at temporary culvert, partly 

new trail

 

102 permanent secondary 3.42 Leave open as is  

102A temporary  0.31 bunkered, new trail  

102B temporary wet 0.72 Bunkered both ends, new trail  

102C temporary wet 1.35 Bunkedr north, impassable east end, 

abandoned game trail

103 temporary rocked 0.19 river crossing

104 permanent secondary  0.05 Leave open as is  

105 permanent secondary  0.05 Leave open as is  

106 temporary wet 0.51 Bunkered, duplicate trail, mostly new 

trail

 

107 permanent secondary  0.63 Leave open as is  

108 permanent secondary  0.08 Leave open as is  

108B temporary wet 0.09 Soils prone to rutting bunker

109 temporary wet 0.82 Bunkered

110 permanent secondary  0.16 Leave open as is  

110A temporary wet 1.37 ROW  

111 permanent secondary wet 0.17 Leave open as is  

112 temporary wet 0.44 access restricted by ditch, grown in  

113 temporary wet 0.43 Bunkered both ends, new trail  

114 temporary wet 0.24 Bunkered  

115 permanent secondary  0.17 Leave open as is  
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115A temporary wet 0.6 ROW, Prone to rutting Sign

116 permanent secondary wet 0.07 Leave open as is, ROW Monitor

117 permanent secondary wet 1.39 Leave open as is  

117A temporary wet 0.73 Bunkered, new trail, trees planted  

118 permanent secondary wet 0.16 Leave open as is Monitor

119 permanent secondary  4.66 Leave open to all vehicle access, fishing 

access, ATV trail

 

119A temporary  0.93 bunker Remove culvert, 

bunker

120 permanent secondary  0.24 Leave open as is  

120A permanent secondary wet 0.19 Leave open as is  

121 temporary  0.53 Bunkered, access restricted by ROW,  

121A temporary dry 0.12 Access restricted by private property 

and ROW

122 permanent secondary  0.09 Leave open as is  

123 temporary wet 0.92 Bunkered, access restricted by ROW  

124 temporary wet 0.12 Bunkered new trail, access restricted by 

ROW

 

125 permanent secondary  0.12 Leave open as is  

125A permanent secondary wet 0.38 Leave open as is, partly new, end of trail 

wet

monitor

126 permanent secondary wet 1.15 Leave open as is  

127 permanent secondary dry 0.03 Leave open as is

128 temporary wet 1.22 Maintained fire break, access restricted 

by ATV trail

 

129 temporary  0.87 Bunkered, access restricted by ATV 

trail, mostly new trail

 

130 permanent secondary  0.11 Leave open as is  

131 permanent secondary  0.17 Leave open as is  

131A temporary wet 0.43 Bunkered both ends  

132 permanent secondary wet 0.58 Leave open as is  

132A temporary wet 0.38 bunkered

133 temporary wet 0.23 Bunkered, new trail, access restricted by 

ATV trail

 

134 permanent secondary sandy 1.53 Leave open to all motor vehicles, ATV 

trail, north stubs grown in - no bunkers 

needed

 

135 temporary  0.22 Access restricted by ATV trail, bunkered

135A permanent secondary  0.49 Leave open as is, new trail  

136 temporary dumping 0.79 access restricted by private property

137 temporary dry 0.80 access restricted by stream.  

138 permanent secondary  0.03 Leave open as is, bunkered before rec. 

trail

 

139 permanent secondary  0.03 Leave open as is, bunkered before rec. 

trail

 

139A temporary wet 1.47 Partly new  

140 permanent secondary  0.04 Bunkered before ATV trail  

141 permanent secondary  0.04 Leave open as is, access restricted at 

ATV trail

 

142 permanent secondary  0.06 Leave open as is  

143 permanent secondary dry 0.72 Leave open as is, partly new trail  
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144 temporary wet 0.34 Bunkered, access restricted by ATV trail  

145 temporary wet 0.77 Bunkered, access restricted by ATV 

trail, new trail

 

146 temporary wet 0.36 Bunkered, new trail,  restricted by ATV 

trail

 

146A permanent secondary dry 0.14 Bunkered before ATV trail, abandoned 

ATV trail

146B permanent secondary dry 0.16 Bunkered before ATV trail, abandoned 

ATV trail

147 temporary wet 0.52 Bunkered  

147A permanent secondary dry 0.07 Leave open as is  

148A permanent secondary  0.03 Leave open as is  

149 permanent secondary dry 0.21 Leave open as is  

150 permanent secondary dry 0.18 Leave open as is, new trail  

151 permanent secondary dry 1.26 Leave open as is, new trail  

151A permanent secondary dry 0.07 Leave open as is, new trail

152 permanent secondary dry 0.23 Leave open as is  

153 permanent secondary dry 1.42 Leave open as is, new trail  

154 temporary  0.20 Bunkered, erosion  

155 permanent secondary wet 0.4 Leave open as is  

155A temporary wet 3.49 Access restricted by gate, endangered 

species

 

156 permanent secondary  0.48 Leave open as is, new trail  

157 permanent secondary dry 0.62 Leave open as is, endangered species Monitor

158 temporary dry-wet 0.60 bunkered, partly new, KBB corridor  

159 permanent secondary dry 0.65 leave open as is  

159A temporary dry 0.18 Restrict access to game trail bunker

160 permanent secondary dry 0.37 Leave open as is  

161 permanent secondary dry 0.46 Leave open as is, flowage access  

162 permanent secondary  0.14 Leave open as is  

162A temporary  1.09 bunkered both ends  

163 permanent secondary  0.37 Leave open as is  

163A temporary wet 0.56 Bunkered  

164 temporary wet 8.93 Bunkered all access points, mud 

bogging, aband. game trail

 

164A temporary wet 0.68  bunker 

165 permanent secondary  0.69 Leave open as is  

166 permanent secondary soft san 0.54 Leave open as is  

167 permanent secondary dry 0.26 leave open as is  

168 permanent secondary  0.09 Leave open as is  

169 temporary  0.31 Access restricted by gate and bunker, 

flowage access

 

170 temporary wet 0.77 Bunkered, new trail  

171 permanent secondary wet 0.33 Leave open as is  

172 temporary wet 0.94 Access restricted by game trail, new trail  

173 permanent secondary wet 1.05 Leave open as is  

173A temporary wet 0.57 bunkered

174 temporary wet 0.26 Bunkered, access restricted by ATV trail  

175 temporary wet 1.82 Bunkered east + west, mostly new, 

erosion
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175A permanent secondary wet 0.08 Leave open as is, bunkered before ATV 

trail

 

176 temporary  0.21 Access restricted by ATV trail  

177 temporary wet 0.76 Bunkered  

178 permanent secondary  0.68 Leave open as is, partly new trail  

179 temporary wet 0.57 newly closed (township request)  

180 permanent secondary  0.10 Leave open as is  

181 permanent secondary dry 0.81 Leave open as is  

182 permanent secondary dry 0.82 Rehabbed in 2017, Leave open as is

183 temporary  0.07 Restricted by private property  

184 temporary  0.21 Restricted by private property  

185 temporary  0.28 Restricted by private property  

186 temporary wet 0.27 dumping, newly closed (pvt. property 

request), bunkered

 

186A temporary dry 0.19 access restricted by town road ditch monitor

187 permanent secondary  0.04 Leave open as is  

187A temporary  0.29 Bunkered, duplicate access

187B permanent secondary 0.03 Leave open as is

188 permanent secondary  0.74 Leave open as is  

188A temporary  1.86 Restricted by stream crossing  

512 temporary wet 0.91 Very steep approach off of pipeline bunker

85.45Township Total =
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S. Foster Township

temporary 2.29 access restricted by gates

189 permanent secondary  0.16 Leave open as is  

189A temporary wet 1.09 Bunker, new winter road Bunker

190 permanent secondary  0.20 Leave open as is  

191 temporary  1.69 Bunkered, partly wet, access restricted 

by ATV/snowmobile trail

 

192 temporary  0.43 Access restricted by ATV/snowmobile 

trail

 

192A temporary wet 0.49 access restricted by ATV trail  

193 permanent secondary  0.26 Leave open as is, bunker before 

recreation trail

 

193A temporary wet 0.17 access restricted by ditch along rail 

grade

 

194 permanent secondary  1.45 Leave open as is, partly new Monitor, partly 

new

194A temporary wet 1.7 Bunkered, new trail  

194B temporary wet 0.32 Monitor, partly new bunker

194C temporary wet 0.28 Monitor, partly new bunker

195 permanent secondary  0.09 Leave open as is  

195A temporary 0.38 duplicate access.  East 1/2 very wet.  bunker

196 temporary wet 0.73 Bunkered, duplicate trail  

196A temporary wet 0.16 Bunkered  

197 permanent secondary  1.74 Leave open as is  

197A temporary wet 1.16 Bunkered, new trail, erosion  

198 temporary wet 0.26 Bunkered, new trail  

198A temporary wet 0.19 Bunkered, new road, access restricted 

by ATV/snowmobile  trail

 

199 temporary wet 0.77 rutting, partly new trail bunker

200 permanent secondary wet 0.43 leave open as is.

200A temporary wet 1.00 Bunkered, new trail  

201 temporary wet 0.51 Bunkered, new trail  

201A temporary wet 0.32 Bunkered

202 temporary wet 0.32 Bunkered  

203 permanent secondary dry 0.06 Leave open as is, opened 2015, monitor 

for damage

Monitor

203A temporary wet 0.68 Partly new, crosses drainages, steep hills 

with erosion concerns

bunker

204 permanent secondary 0.48 leave open as is

204A permanent secondary dry 0.08 Leave open as is, gravel pit  

205 temporary wet 0.38 Bunkered  

206 permanent secondary  3.30 Leave open as is  

206A temporary wet 0.18 Bunker Bunker

207 temporary  1.10 Bunkered, erosion, partly new Monitor erosion

208 temporary wet 0.06 Bunkered, mud bogging  

209 temporary wet 0.31 Bunkered, new trail  

209A temporary wet 1.17 Bunkered, new trail  

210 temporary wet 1.01 Prone to rutting, old RR grade bunker
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211 permanent secondary wet 0.9 Leave open as is, trespassing onto 

Hamilton property in past

Monitor

212 permanent secondary wet 1.01 Leave open as is, town road  

213 temporary Wet 0.84 Access Restricted by signs

214 temporary wet 0.52 access restricted by game trail bunker

215 temporary dry 0.20 access restricted by ATV/Snowmobile 

Trail Gates

216 temporary dry 0.22 Access restricted by game trail

217 temporary  0.25 Bunkered, already restricted by 

ATV/snowmobile trail

 

218 temporary  0.09 Access restricted by ATV/snowmobile 

trail

 

219 permanent secondary  1.5 Leave open as is  

220 permanent secondary 0.1 leave open as is.  possible conflict with 

road ditch. 

221 temporary  0.72 Accesss restricted by gate and game trail  

223 temporary 0.29 access restricted by gates

224 permanent secondary wet 0.18 Leave open as is  

225 permanent secondary dry 0.74 Leave open as is  

226 permanent secondary  0.39 Leave open as is  

226A temporary wet 0.27 Bunkered, new trail  

226B temporary wet 0.16 Bunkered, new trail  

227 permanent secondary  0.12 Leave open as is  

227A temporary wet 1.49 Bunkered, new trail  

228 temporary wet 1.12 Bunkered, access restricted by ROW  

228A permanent secondary  0.31 Leave open as is Monitor

229 temporary wet 1.10 Bunker before stream crossing Bunker

231 permanent secondary  0.43 Leave open as is, game opening and 

flowage access

 

232 temporary  5.11   

232A temporary  1.06 Access restricted by game trail gate, 

new trail, horse trail

 

234 temporary  0.08 Access restricted at highway ditch, new 

trail

 

235 permanent secondary  0.03 Leave open as is  

235A temporary wet 0.13 bunker, steep hill, crosses drainage bunker

236 permanent secondary  3.83 Leave open as is, horse trail  

236A temporary wet 0.30 Soils prone to rutting bunker

239 permanent secondary  1.73 Leave open as is, partly new  

239A temporary wet 0.34 Soils prone to rutting; crosses wetland 

drainage

bunker

241 permanent secondary  0.32 Leave open as is  

242 permanent secondary dry 0.35 Leave open as is  

243 permanent secondary  0.1 Leave open as is  

244 temporary wet 1.02 Bunkered, restrict. by highway ditch, 

new trail

 

245 permanent secondary  0.43 Leave open as is  

246 permanent secondary  0.4 Leave open as is  

246A temporary wet 1.04 Bunkered, new trail  

247 permanent secondary  0.14 Leave open as is, new trail  
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248 temporary  1.03 Restricted by Hwy land, pvt. property  

249A permanent secondary  0.04 Leave open as is  

250 permanent secondary dry 0.75 party area with excessive dumping and 

trash

250A temporary wet 1.91 bunkered, partly new

251 permanent secondary wet 0.8 Leave open as is  

251A permanent secondary  0.47 Leave open as is  

252 permanent secondary  1.07 Leave open as is  

252A temporary  1.95 Bunker, access restricted by swamp and 

bunker, partly new

253 temporary wet 0.39 Bunkered  

253A permanent secondary  0.08 Leave open as is  

254 temporary wet 1.32 Bunkered, new trail  

254A temporary wet 0.32 Bunkered at swamp, new trail  

254B permanent secondary  0.07 Leave open as is, new trail  

256 permanent secondary  2.98 Leave open as is, horse trail  

256A temporary 0.03 bunkered

257 temporary wet 1.70 Bunkered 2 points, old wildlife trail, 

duplicate access

258 temporary brsh,wt 0.32 bunkered  

259 temporary wet 0.70 Bunkered, new trail  

260 permanent secondary wet 2.62 Leave open as is  

262 permanent secondary dry 0.66 Leave open as is  

262A permanent secondary 0.02 Leave open as is

263 temporary wet 0.42 Bunker, new trail Bunker

264 temporary wet 0.19 Bunkered, new trail  

76.61Township Total =
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Seif Township

 temporary  0.57   

265 permanent secondary wet 1.45 Leave open as is, horse trail monitor 

265A temporary  1.76 Bunkered  

266 permanent secondary wet 0.15 Leave open as is, new trail  

266A temporary  0.07 Access restricted by private property  

266B temporary  0.40 Access restricted by private property  

267 temporary wet 0.41 Bunkered, new trail  

268 permanent secondary S. wet 4.73 Leave open to all motor vehicles, 

ATV/snowmobile trail

 

268A permanent secondary dry 0.13

269 permanent secondary erosion 0.14 Leave open as is Monitor

270 permanent secondary  0.2 Leave open as is  

270A temporary wet 0.69 Bunkered, new trail  

270B temporary wet 0.26 Bunkered both ends, mud bogging  

271 temporary  0.24 Bunkered, new trail, control access to 

horse trail

 

272 temporary wet 0.2 Bunkered, control access to horse trail  

272A temporary wet 0.50 Bunkered, control access to horse trail  

272B temporary wet 0.17 Bunkered, control access to horse trail  

272C temporary wet 0.10 Bunkered, control access to horse trail  

273 temporary wet 0.12 Bunkered, new trail, mud bogging, 

control access to horse trail

 

273A temporary wet 0.26 Access restricted by horse trail  

274 permanent secondary dry 0.23 Leave open as is, new trail  

275 temporary wet 0.14 Bunkered, mud bogging  

276 permanent secondary  0.91 Leave open as is, partly new trail  

277 temporary wet 0.58 bunkered, horse trail, new trail

278 temporary wet 0.17 Bunkered, unnecessary access, R.O.W. 

rutting

 

278A temporary  0.36 Bunkered, Access restricted by pipeline 

R.O.W.

 

279 temporary  0.27 Access restricted by private property 

and R.O.W.

 

279A temporary  0.61 Access restricted by private property 

and R.O.W.

 

280 temporary  0.47 heavily rutted and underwater. 

recommend bunker

bunker

280A temporary wet 0.64 Bunkered

280B permanent secondary dry 0.49 Leave open as is  

281 temporary wet 0.65 bunkered, new trail

282 permanent secondary  0.87 Leave open as is  

282A temporary 0.38 Dry road blocked by boulders rocks

283 permanent secondary  0.57 west end ditched and bunkered to 

improve forest rd. maintainance.  East is 

open.

 

284 temporary wet 0.87 control access to ATV trail bunker

284A permanent secondary dry 0.10 leave open as is.  camping spot.

285 temporary wet 1.15 horse trail, new trail bunker
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285A temporary wet 0.08 bunkered

286 temporary  0.46 Bunkered, new trail, access already 

restricted by ATV trail

 

286A temporary wet 0.45 Access restricted by bunker, partly wet, 

erosion

 

287 temporary  0.30 Leave as is, access restricted by ATV 

trail

 

288 temporary  0.3 Bunkered, new trail, access restricted by 

ATV trail

 

289 permanent secondary  1.26 erosion, DOT safety concerns, DOT 

permit ID 10-67-2010

Reconstruct road 

to DOT standards.

289A temporary  1.04 Access restricted by bunker and ATV 

trail

 

290 permanent secondary wet 0.58 Leave open as is, new trail  

290A temporary wet 1.03 Bunkered, partly new trail  

291 temporary  1.20 Bunkered, new trail, access restricted by 

ATV trail

 

292 permanent secondary  0.36 Leave open as is  

293 temporary wet 1.61 Bunkered, erosion, partly new trail, 

access restricted by new ATV trail

293A temporary  0.12 Access restricted by ditch, leave as is  

293B permanent secondary  0.04 Leave open as is  

294 temporary  0.52 Bunkered, new road, access restricted 

by game trail

 

294A permanent secondary dry/brsh 0.45 Leave open as is.  Old trail.  

295 permanent secondary  0.7 Leave open as is, partly new trail Monitor

296 temporary  0.07 Access restricted by private property  

296A temporary dumping 0.24 Bunkered  

297 temporary wet 1.27 Bunkered, Access restricted by town 

road ditch, erosion

 

297A permanent secondary wet 0.16 Leave open as is, R.O.W. bunker?

297B temporary wet 0.11 Access restricted by stream, new trail, 

R.O.W.

 

297C temporary  0.24 Access restricted by private property 

and R.O.W.

bunker

298 permanent secondary dumping 1.71 Leave open as is, gate before ROW, 

access agreement

 

298A temporary wet 0.93 Access restricted by gate, partly new, 

partly wet, access agreement

 

299 temporary brushy 0.59 Bunkered, duplicate access  

300 temporary wet 1.83 Access restricted by gate, partly new, 

partly wet

 

300A temporary wet 0.54 Access restricted by private property 

and stream, new trail

 

300B temporary  1.02 Access restricted by private property  

301 temporary wet 2.3 Access restricted by gate, illegal 

dumping, cutting, partly new trail

 

302 temporary wet 0.09 Access restricted by gate  

303 temporary wet 1.09 Bunkered, access restricted by ATV trail  

303A temporary  0.07 Access restricted by ATV trail  

303B temporary  0.09 Access restricted by ATV trail  
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304 temporary  0.86 Access restricted by bunker and private 

property

 

305 temporary wet 0.78 Proposed bunker on south, wet road; 

bunkered at ATV trail

bunker

306 permanent secondary wet 1.83 Leave open as is, partly new trail  

307 permanent secondary  1.90 Leave open as is, partly new trail  

308 permanent secondary wet 2.60 mostly new, partially gravelled, part 

motorcycle trail

308A temporary wet 0.46 mostly new bunker

309 permanent secondary  1.02 Leave open as is  

310 permanent secondary dry 0.1 leave open as is

311 temporary 0.15 access restricted by private property

430 temporary dry 0.36 access restricted by game trail

54.92Township Total =
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Sherwood Township

515B temporary wet 0.43 Access restricted by game trail gate, 

new trail

 

522 permanent secondary  0.2 Leave open as is  

522A permanent secondary  0.03 Leave open as is, new trail  

522B temporary  0.28 Access restricted by town road ditch, 

new trail

 

523 temporary wet 1.35 Access restricted by snowmobile trail, 

new trail

 

523A temporary wet 0.54 Access restricted by snowmobile trail, 

new trail

 

524 temporary wet 0.71 ditched at both entrances monitor

525 temporary wet 2.31 Bunkered, mostly new trail  

526 permanent secondary wet 0.49 Leave open as is Monitor

527 permanent secondary  0.36 heavily rutted with some bad mud holes. 

bunker or add gravel/drain water holes

monitor

527A temporary wet 3.81 Bunkered, new trail  

527B temporary wet 0.29 rutting bunker

528 permanent secondary  0.37 Leave open as is, brushy  

529 temporary wet 0.42 Access restricted by Town Rd. Ditch. 

new trail

 

530 temporary wet 0.21 Access restricted by private, new trail  

531 permanent secondary dry 0.11 leave open as is

532 temporary wet 1.90 Access controlled by snowmobile trail 

gate + bunkers

 

532A temporary dry 0.31 Bunker, new trail bunker

533 temporary wet 0.77 Bunkered, new trail, control access to 

park

 

533A permanent secondary dry 0.05 Leave open as is, new trail  

533B permanent secondary  0.05 Leave open as is, new trail  

533C temporary mostly 

dry

0.17 bunkered per township request Aug 

2010

 

533D temporary wet 0.13 Bunker, High water table bunker

534 permanent secondary wet 0.80 Leave open as is  

534A temporary wet 2.19 Bunker, new trail Bunker

535 permanent secondary  0.24 Leave open as is  

535A permanent secondary  0.12 Leave open as is  

535B temporary wet 1.17 Gated, snowmobile trail  

535C temporary wet 0.44 access restricted by snowmobile trail  

536 temporary wet 0.68 Bunkered, new trail

537 permanent secondary  1.25 Leave open as is.  

537A temporary wet 0.94 bunker bunker

538 temporary wet 0.13 Bunkered, duplicate access  

538A permanent secondary  0.1 Leave open as is  

539 temporary wet 0.32 Bunkered  

539A temporary wet 0.22 Bunkered, partly new  

540 temporary wet 0.55 Bunkered, new  trail  

540A temporary wet 0.37 Bunkered, new trail  

541 temporary wet 0.37 Access restricted by game trail gate  
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Forest Access By Township
ID 

Number Type Condition Miles Maintenance
Planned 

Maintenance

542 temporary wet 2.45 Access restricted by game trail gate  

542A permanent secondary  0.05 Leave open as is  

543 temporary wet 0.45 bunkered  

544 permanent secondary dry 0.10 leave open as is monitor

28.24Township Total =
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Forest Access By Township
ID 

Number Type Condition Miles Maintenance
Planned 

Maintenance

Washburn Township

490 temporary wet 2.96 Bunkered, new trail, culverts removed  

491 temporary wet 0.64 Bunkered, new trail, ditch restoration 

complete,

 

492 temporary wet 0.35 Bunkered, new trail, ditch restoration 

complete

 

493 temporary wet 0.43 Bunkered, new trail, ditch restoration 

complete

 

494 permanent secondary  0.23 Leave open as is, access agreement to 

private

 

495 temporary wet, bun 1.73 bunkered, new trail

496 permanent secondary wet 0.30 Leave open as is  

496A permanent secondary  0.7 Leave open as is, access to pond Monitor

496B temporary wet 1.89 Access restricted by stream

497 temporary  1.35 Access restricted by ditch  

497A permanent secondary  0.14 Leave open as is, brushy  

498 permanent secondary wet 0.07 Leave open as is Monitor

499 temporary  0.11 Access restricted by ditch  

500 temporary  0.33 Access restricted by ditch  

500A permanent secondary  0.16 Leave open as is  

501 permanent secondary wet 0.50 Leave open as is Monitor

501A temporary wet 1.02 Bunkered both ends, new trail  

501B temporary wet, bun 0.93 bunkered

501C permanent secondary  0.17 Leave open as is  

501D temporary Wet 0.30 Prone to rutting Bunker

502 temporary wet 1.06 Wet trail, heavy 4X4 use causing 

significant damage, adjacent 

landowners would like to see closed

bunker

502A temporary wet 3.05 Bunkered, new trail  

502B temporary wet 0.37 Bunkered, new trail  

502C temporary dry 0.16 Access restricted by private property

503 temporary wet 0.15 Access restricted by ditch, new trail  

503A temporary wet 2.27 Bunkered  

504 temporary wet 1.64 Access restricted by ditch, new trail  

505 temporary wet 1.8 Bunkered, new trail  

506 temporary wet 3.18 Partly new, mud bogging Gated

506A temporary wet 0.52 access restricted by ditc. new trail

507 permanent secondary  0.12 Leave open as is  

508 temporary wet 0.97 Bunkered, partly new trail  

509 permanent secondary wet 0.11 Leave open as is Monitor

509A temporary wet 0.17 Bunkered, new trail  

510 temporary wet 2.13 Bunkered, access restricted by ditch, 

abandonded game trail

 

511 temporary wet 0.21 Access restricted by ditch

513 temporary wet 0.61 Bunkered, new trail  

514 temporary wet 2.98 Bunkered, control access to game trail, 

mud bogging

 

515 temporary wet 3.63 Bunkered, mud bogging  

515A temporary wet 1.13 Access restricted by game trail, new trail  
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Forest Access By Township
ID 

Number Type Condition Miles Maintenance
Planned 

Maintenance

516 permanent secondary wet 0.42 Leave open as is Monitor

517 temporary wet 3.98 Bunkered and gated, abandonded game 

trail

 

518 permanent secondary dry 0.50 Leave open as is  

519 temporary wet 0.37 Access restricted by ditch  

520 permanent secondary dry 0.66 Leave open as is, access agreement to 

private

 

521 temporary wet 0.85 Bunkered, restricted by ditch, new trail  

47.36Township Total =

525.5Grand Total
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}No car or truck access 
unless also designated 
as a permanent primary 
road or permanent 
secondary road. Street legal 
motorcycles authorized on
ATV/Snowmobile trails.

Open to cars, trucks, and street 
legal motorcycles
Open to cars, trucks, and street 
legal motorcycles

Open to cars, trucks, and street 
legal motorcycles unless signed, 
gated, bermed, or ditched.
No motor vehicle access except 
authorized vehicles.µCounty Forest Boundaries

R.O.W.
Horse Trails

!

! !

!

! ! Snowmobile Trails
ATV/Snowmobile Trail Permanent Primary Roads -

(Forest Roads)
Permanent Secondary Roads -
 (Woods Road)

Temporary Roads -

Game Trails and Openings -
This map is intended for advisory purposes only.  
It is based on sources believed to be reliable, but 
Clark County distributes this information on an 

"AS IS" basis.  No warranties are implied. 

Section Boundaries

T27N R4W

Map Creation Date:  June 22, 2020

Butler Township Access

np

!!B Bunker
!!G Gate
!!B Planned Bunker
!!G Planned Gate

Campground
Æü ATV/Snowmobile Parking Lot
Æü Horse Trail Parking Lot

1000-203



!

!
! !!

!
!

!
!

!

!
! ! ! ! ! !

!
!

!

!
!
!

!

!
!

!

!
!

!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!
!

!
!

! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
! ! ! !

!

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
! !

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!

!
!

!!

!
!
!

!
!
!

!
!
!

!
!

!

!
!

!

!
!

!
!

!

!
!

!

!
!

!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!

!
!

!
!

!

!
!

!

!
!

!

!
!
!

!
!
!

!
!

!

!
!

!

!
!

!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!

!
!

!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!

!
!

!

!
!

!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!

!
!

!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!

!
!

!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!

!
!

!

!
!

!
!

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
!

! ! !
! !

!
! !

!
!

!
!

!
!!

!
!!!!

!
!

!

!
!

!

!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!

!
!

!!!!!!
!!

!
!!!

!

!

!!
!

!
!!!

!

[B [B

[B

[B

[B

[B[B[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B
[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[G

[G

[G

[G

[G

[G[G

[G

[G

[G

[G

[G

ATV
Intensive 
Use  Area

Bruce Mound
Winter Sports

Area

Cross Country Ski Trail

np

Æü

Æü

!y

!y

!y

!y

Russell Memorial 
Park and Campground

Trow Mound

Lev i s M oun d

See Levis/Trow Mound 
Recreational Area brochure 

for a detailed map of 
recreational trails in this area.

Æü

Hig hway 95 
Parking Lo t and 

Trailh ead

Levis Mound 
Visitor Center

!@

# Cell
Tower

136

7

24

8

5

9 11

15

31 34

27

22

30

13

10

21

12

32

2319 20

33

16

2829

36

17

26

1418

35

24

25

Lake Arbutus

Lake Arbutus

Poertner Rd

Riv
ier

a A
ve

Fis
he

r A
ve

Gaylord Rd

Rouse Rd

Go
rm

an
 A

ve

Bush Rd

Bachelors Ave

Pineview Rd

Br
uc

e M
ou

nd
 A

ve

St
erl

ing
 A

ve

Ballard Rd

Arbutus Dr

Pine Pl

Re
se

wo
od

 A
ve

Maple Ln

Al
lis

on Ln

Arnold Creek Rd

Fawn Ln

Turville Rd

Sherwood Rd

Poertner Rd

Bush Rd

Br
uc

e M
ou

nd
 A

ve

Rouse Rd

Re
se

wo
od

Ave

Wedges Cr

Davis Cr

Ar
no

ld 
Cr

Bla
ck

 R
ive

r

Vis
ma

l C
r

")K

")J

")K

455

461
44

244
9

453

472B

381

45
9

451 4 40

441

4 64456B

47 3

447

444

46
2

44
3

472

47
3A

45 6

448
463

439

479A

460A

467

47
4

476E

454

44
5

4 46

475B

458

456A

444B

469A

45 2

45 7B

45
3A

479
B

476A

472A

460

4 68 D

468A

473C

471

47
5

475F

467A

47
8

456
C

440A

469

47
7

452A

468B

48
2B

465

45
5A

474A

457

47
6B

477B

468

47
7A

476

479

466

46 8

472A

479A

456

44
4

"!95

475C

47
5E

457A

47
5D

457C

470

9000 38
2

38
3

468C

468C

432

475A

469B

380A

380B 38
0B

38
2A

457D

42
0A

42
0B

44
0B

476D

47
3B

43
8

43
8

476C

44
1A

47
4B

441B

45
0

44
0

468468

}No car or truck access 
unless also designated 
as a permanent primary 
road or permanent 
secondary road. Street legal 
motorcycles authorized on
ATV/Snowmobile trails.

Open to cars, trucks, and street 
legal motorcycles
Open to cars, trucks, and street 
legal motorcycles

Open to cars, trucks, and street 
legal motorcycles unless signed, 
gated, bermed, or ditched.
No motor vehicle access except 
authorized vehicles.µCounty Forest Boundaries
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! ! Snowmobile Trails
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(Forest Roads)
Permanent Secondary Roads -
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Temporary Roads -
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This map is intended for advisory purposes only.  
It is based on sources believed to be reliable, but 
Clark County distributes this information on an 

"AS IS" basis.  No warranties are implied. 
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unless also designated 
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ATV/Snowmobile trails.
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No motor vehicle access except 
authorized vehicles.µCounty Forest Boundaries

R.O.W.
Horse Trails
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! ! Snowmobile Trails
ATV/Snowmobile Trail Permanent Primary Roads -

(Forest Roads)
Permanent Secondary Roads -
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Temporary Roads -

Game Trails and Openings -
This map is intended for advisory purposes only.  
It is based on sources believed to be reliable, but 
Clark County distributes this information on an 

"AS IS" basis.  No warranties are implied. 
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}No car or truck access 
unless also designated 
as a permanent primary 
road or permanent 
secondary road. Street legal 
motorcycles authorized on
ATV/Snowmobile trails.

Open to cars, trucks, and street 
legal motorcycles
Open to cars, trucks, and street 
legal motorcycles

Open to cars, trucks, and street 
legal motorcycles unless signed, 
gated, bermed, or ditched.
No motor vehicle access except 
authorized vehicles.µCounty Forest Boundaries

R.O.W.
Horse Trails
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ATV/Snowmobile Trail Permanent Primary Roads -

(Forest Roads)
Permanent Secondary Roads -
 (Woods Road)

Temporary Roads -

Game Trails and Openings -
This map is intended for advisory purposes only.  
It is based on sources believed to be reliable, but 
Clark County distributes this information on an 

"AS IS" basis.  No warranties are implied. 
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}No car or truck access 
unless also designated 
as a permanent primary 
road or permanent 
secondary road. Street legal 
motorcycles authorized on
ATV/Snowmobile trails.

Open to cars, trucks, and street 
legal motorcycles
Open to cars, trucks, and street 
legal motorcycles

Open to cars, trucks, and street 
legal motorcycles unless signed, 
gated, bermed, or ditched.
No motor vehicle access except 
authorized vehicles.µCounty Forest Boundaries

R.O.W.
Horse Trails
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! ! Snowmobile Trails
ATV/Snowmobile Trail Permanent Primary Roads -

(Forest Roads)
Permanent Secondary Roads -
 (Woods Road)

Temporary Roads -

Game Trails and Openings -
This map is intended for advisory purposes only.  
It is based on sources believed to be reliable, but 
Clark County distributes this information on an 

"AS IS" basis.  No warranties are implied. 
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}No car or truck access 
unless also designated 
as a permanent primary 
road or permanent 
secondary road. Street legal 
motorcycles authorized on
ATV/Snowmobile trails.

Open to cars, trucks, and street 
legal motorcycles
Open to cars, trucks, and street 
legal motorcycles

Open to cars, trucks, and street 
legal motorcycles unless signed, 
gated, bermed, or ditched.
No motor vehicle access except 
authorized vehicles.µCounty Forest Boundaries

R.O.W.
Horse Trails
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! ! Snowmobile Trails
ATV/Snowmobile Trail Permanent Primary Roads -

(Forest Roads)
Permanent Secondary Roads -
 (Woods Road)

Temporary Roads -

Game Trails and Openings -
This map is intended for advisory purposes only.  
It is based on sources believed to be reliable, but 
Clark County distributes this information on an 

"AS IS" basis.  No warranties are implied. 
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}No car or truck access 
unless also designated 
as a permanent primary 
road or permanent 
secondary road. Street legal 
motorcycles authorized on
ATV/Snowmobile trails.

Open to cars, trucks, and street 
legal motorcycles
Open to cars, trucks, and street 
legal motorcycles

Open to cars, trucks, and street 
legal motorcycles unless signed, 
gated, bermed, or ditched.
No motor vehicle access except 
authorized vehicles.µCounty Forest Boundaries

R.O.W.
Horse Trails
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! !

!

! ! Snowmobile Trails
ATV/Snowmobile Trail Permanent Primary Roads -

(Forest Roads)
Permanent Secondary Roads -
 (Woods Road)

Temporary Roads -

Game Trails and Openings -
This map is intended for advisory purposes only.  
It is based on sources believed to be reliable, but 
Clark County distributes this information on an 

"AS IS" basis.  No warranties are implied. 
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}No car or truck access 
unless also designated 
as a permanent primary 
road or permanent 
secondary road. Street legal 
motorcycles authorized on
ATV/Snowmobile trails.

Open to cars, trucks, and street 
legal motorcycles
Open to cars, trucks, and street 
legal motorcycles

Open to cars, trucks, and street 
legal motorcycles unless signed, 
gated, bermed, or ditched.
No motor vehicle access except 
authorized vehicles.µCounty Forest Boundaries

R.O.W.
Horse Trails
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! !
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! ! Snowmobile Trails
ATV/Snowmobile Trail Permanent Primary Roads -

(Forest Roads)
Permanent Secondary Roads -
 (Woods Road)

Temporary Roads -

Game Trails and Openings -
This map is intended for advisory purposes only.  
It is based on sources believed to be reliable, but 
Clark County distributes this information on an 

"AS IS" basis.  No warranties are implied. 

Section Boundaries

T26N R4W

Map Creation Date:  June 22, 2020

North Foster Township Access

np

!!B Bunker
!!G Gate
!!B Planned Bunker
!!G Planned Gate

Campground
Æü ATV/Snowmobile Parking Lot
Æü Horse Trail Parking Lot

1000-211



!
!

!

!
!

!

!

!
!

!
!

!

!

!!
!

!
!

!
!

!

!
!

!

!!!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!

!
! !

!
!

!
!

!
!

!

!!

!
!

!
!

!

!
!

!
!

!

!
!

!!!!!!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!

!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!

!
!

!
!

!!
!

!

!
!

!
!

[B

[B

[B
[B

[B

[B [B

[B
[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B
[B

[B

[B
[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B
[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B
[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B
[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B

[B
[G

[G

[G

[G

[G
[G

ATV
Intensive
Use  Area

np

Æü

Motorcycle Trail

Motorcycle Trail

Wild Rock 
County Park 
and Campground

Æü

245 3 1

8

6

97 11

17

20

13

2321 24

25

22

1416

12

262729 28

10

15

19

18

30

34 363332 3531

Chili Rd

Ive
s A

ve

Re
se

wo
od

 A
ve

Ba
ld 

Pe
ak

 Fo
res

t R
d

Ba
ch

elo
rs 

Av
e

Heintown Rd

Timber Lane Rd

Fis
he

r A
ve

Wildwood Rd

Bobwhite Rd

Pine Creek Rd

St
erl

ing
 A

ve

Tree Rd

Ba
ld

Pe
ak

Fo
res

tR
d

Wedges Cr

Meadows Cr

Ea
st B

ran
ch

Po
ny 

Cr

Thompson Cr.

Crooked Cr

Scott Cr

")G

")I
")M

26
8

308

30
4

297

28

5

295

301

303

306

298A

291

293

27
9A

294

267

28
2

298
292

324

430

226

280

300

B

305

27
7

308A

280A

287

232

3 00

229

32
1

28
6

279

289A

283

288

26
5A

299

282A

294A

2 7 8 A

286A

228A

270

281
300

A

272

276

227A

26
3

28
4

29
7C

280B

27
8

29
6A

265

266B270A

2 72A

307
266

27
1

275

29
0

269

227

297A

273

226B

274

272B

311

273
A

30
3B290A

276

277

2 65

306

26
6B

26 8

285 305

26
8

281

276

265A 265A

268

27 6

26
8

265A

294A

28
4

28
9

289

286A
284

22
8

270B

262

310

256

29
7B

30
2

293A

264

264

268A

296

28
4A

272C

28
5A

226A

303A

266A

30
9

29
3B

262A

290A

386

274

290A

290

265

271
281

266B

285

276

26
5A

}No car or truck access 
unless also designated 
as a permanent primary 
road or permanent 
secondary road. Street legal 
motorcycles authorized on
ATV/Snowmobile trails.

Open to cars, trucks, and street 
legal motorcycles
Open to cars, trucks, and street 
legal motorcycles

Open to cars, trucks, and street 
legal motorcycles unless signed, 
gated, bermed, or ditched.
No motor vehicle access except 
authorized vehicles.µCounty Forest Boundaries

R.O.W.
Horse Trails
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! ! Snowmobile Trails
ATV/Snowmobile Trail Permanent Primary Roads -

(Forest Roads)
Permanent Secondary Roads -
 (Woods Road)

Temporary Roads -

Game Trails and Openings -
This map is intended for advisory purposes only.  
It is based on sources believed to be reliable, but 
Clark County distributes this information on an 

"AS IS" basis.  No warranties are implied. 
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2000 NEEDS OBJECTIVE AND FORMAT 

 Objectives: To provide guidelines which define the optimum level of activities that should 

 be undertaken to achieve full potential benefits from the forest. 

 
 Format and Policy: 

 Needs for the county forest shall be listed without regard to budgetary constraints or other  

 limitations. This list shall identify the forest potential in terms of public benefits, 

 investments or opportunities and financial returns. Silvicultural needs of the county forest 

 are identified in the Forest Compartment Reconnaissance printout. The DNR Public Lands 

 Handbook describes procedures for use of this information. Other needs shall be 

 determined by the Committee and the forest administrator, with technical assistance from 

 the DNR and other interested agencies or individuals qualified to provide such assistance. 

 
2005 DETAILED ANNUAL NEEDS FOR FIFTEEN YEARS 

 Annual silvicultural needs are identified in the Forest Compartment Reconnaissance 

 printout. The printout, referenced in the plan, is available in the County Forest 

 administrator's office. Printout listings include timber harvests, tree planting and other 

 silvicultural activities. Other unanticipated needs will be addressed in accordance with 

 procedures outlined in this plan. These items will be identified, and plans made for  

 implementation, as part of the annual budget work plan prepared by the administrator and 

 Committee. Annual work plans are approved by the County Board and forwarded to the 

 DNR as required by statute (s. 28.11(5)(b) and s.28.11(5m)(b), Wis. Stats.    

 
2010 SUMMARY OF FIFTEEN-YEAR NEEDS  

 A schedule giving a summary of silvicultural needs, and other needs for the period covered 

 by this plan, appear as an inclusion in this chapter.   
 

2010.1   TIMBER SALES 
2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 2032 2033 2034 2035

Harvest Acres

Bid Openings 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

Contract Administration (Contracts) 150 150 150 150 150 150 160 160 160 170 170 170 180 180 180

Contract Close outs (Contracts) 45 45 45 45 50 50 50 50 60 60 60 65 65 65 65

See Harvest Projections - page 2000-4
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2010.2  HARVEST SCHEDULE SUMMARY - CLARK COUNTY FOREST

WisFirs Report 204 (schedule accepted 7/10/2020)

YEAR

Even 

Age

All aged + 

thinning

Even 

Age

All aged + 

Thinning

Even 

Age

All aged + 

Thinning

Even 

Age

All aged + 

Thinning

Even 

Age

All aged + 

Thinning

Even 

Age

All aged + 

Thinning

Even 

Age

All aged + 

Thinning

Even 

Age

All aged + 

Thinning

Even 

Age

All aged + 

Thinning

Even 

Age

All aged + 

Thinning

2021 1,248 965 45 135 208 52 653 632 223 8 241 44 134 566 82 760 0 47 313 54

2022 1,188 79 0 0 5 22 251 92 0 0 143 0 103 81 39 75 0 0 50 0

2023 1,289 276 0 0 32 128 383 289 0 0 116 0 96 147 0 115 0 0 3 0

2024 1,194 449 0 0 0 14 249 411 4 0 18 0 116 263 120 300 0 0 44 0

2025 1,189 296 0 179 29 42 281 324 22 10 238 0 106 372 149 345 0 0 743 0

2026 1,210 264 0 88 0 59 253 371 0 36 29 0 92 87 28 346 0 0 10 0

2027 1,277 185 21 378 0 59 264 123 19 0 31 0 109 263 25 554 0 47 0 0

2028 1,189 205 0 193 6 0 282 334 17 0 38 0 103 117 48 269 0 26 0 13

2029 1,272 323 0 187 35 25 268 218 0 0 78 0 110 188 93 408 0 0 45 0

2030 1,341 108 0 0 0 72 318 456 0 0 59 0 92 93 19 566 0 0 178 0

2031 1,211 81 0 0 0 0 393 362 0 0 182 0 107 21 81 142 0 0 86 0

2032 1,192 39 0 0 0 0 631 186 29 0 167 0 213 0 46 96 0 0 75 11

2033 1,189 113 0 0 99 67 548 239 0 0 112 0 283 12 7 248 0 0 135 0

2034 1,207 145 0 0 0 0 399 80 0 0 101 0 95 9 12 217 0 0 141 0

2035 1,248 15 0 36 84 0 550 43 5 0 217 0 115 0 47 584 0 0 270 0

15 Year Total 18,444 3,543 66 1,196 498 540 5,723 4,160 319 54 1,770 44 1,874 2,219 796 5,025 0 120 2,093 78

15 Yr Average 

(timber type and 

treatment)

1,230 236 4 80 33 36 382 277 21 4 118 3 125 148 53 335 0 8 140 5

15 Yr Average  

(by timber type )

  2,106 acres

1,132 acres

A = ASPEN PJ =  JACK PINE

BH = BOTTOMLAND HARDWOODS PR =  RED PINE

SH = SWAMP HARDWOODS PW =  WHITE PINE 3,237 acres

MR = RED MAPLE NH =  NORTHERN HARDWOODS

BW = WHITE BIRCH SB =  BLACK SPRUCE

O = RED AND WHITE OAK SW = WHITE SPRUCE

OX = SCRUB AND BLACK OAK T =  TAMARACK

TOTAL ANNUAL RESOURCE NEED:

KEY TO TIMBER TYPES

273 388 8 145

ANNUAL EVEN AGED NEED:

ANNUAL ALL AGED AND THINNING NEED:

1,466 84 69 659 25 121

PR PW NH SB, SW, TA BH, SH MR, BW O OX PJ
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2010.3   OTHER SILVICULTURAL ACTIVITIES 
2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 2032 2033 2034 2035

Recon Maintenance - non timber sale

White Pine Pruning

Plantation Regeneration Survey 450 0 520 0 665 0 625 0 600 0 600 0 600 0 600

Natural Regeneration Survey 1020 1625 1300 1300 1300 1300 1300 1300 1300 1300 1300 1300 1300 1300 1300

Planting 240 0 225 0 200 0 200 0 200 0 200 0 200 0 200

Shearing

Oak Release 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 150 150 150 150 150 150

Red Pine Release

Prescribed Burning - Oak 100 100 100 100 150 150 150 150 150 200 200 200 200 200 200

Other Release (acres)

Scarification for Oak Regeneration 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

11,000 acres/year

As needed

As needed

As needed

As needed

 
 
2010.4   CAPITAL EQUIPMENT PURCHASES 

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 2032 2033 2034 2035

Pickup Trucks 1 2 1 2 1 2 1 2 1 2 1 2 1 2 1

Dump Trucks/Semi Tractor 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0

Loaders 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Dozers 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0

Grader 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Snow Cat 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0

Tractor Riding Mower 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0

Trailers 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0

Snowmobile/ATV/UTV 1 0 2 1 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0

Firewood Processor 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  
 
2010.5   ROADS/TRAILS (MILES) 

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 2032 2033 2034 2035

Forest Road Maintenance 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45

Timber Sale Access Const./Reconst. 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6

Snowtrail Construction 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Snowtrail Maintenance 370 370 370 370 370 370 370 370 370 370 370 370 370 370 370

ATV Trail Construction/Reroutes 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Summer ATV Trail Maintenance 135 135 135 135 135 135 135 135 135 135 135 135 135 135 135

Motorcycle Trail Construction 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Motorcycle Trail Maintenance 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6

Hiking Trail Construction 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Hiking Trail Maintenance (2 systems) 44 44 44 44 44 44 44 44 44 44 44 44 44 44 44

Horse Trail Construction 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Horse Trail Maintenance 40 40 40 40 40 40 40 40 40 40 40 40 40 40 40

Ski Trail Construction 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Ski Trail Maintenance 36 36 36 36 36 36 36 36 36 36 36 36 36 36 36

Mountain Bike Trail Construction 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Mountain Bike Trail Maintenance 24 24 24 24 24 24 24 24 24 24 24 24 24 24 24

Interpretive Trail Maintenance 0 1.5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  
 
2010.6   LAND ACQUISITION 

See Chapter 400 for the Clark County Forestry and Parks Department land acquisition 

policy. 
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2010.7  PROPERTY MAINTENANCE  
 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 2032 2033 2034 2035

Property Line Legal Survey (miles) 2 2 2 2 1.5 1.5 1.5 1 1 1 1 1 0.5 0.5 0.5

Property Line Maintenance (miles) 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15

Boundary Line Establishment (miles) 5 5 5 5 3 3 3 3 3 2 2 2 2 2 2

Ordinance Enforcement (hours) 2,500 2,500 2,500 2,500 2,500 2,500 2,500 2,500 2,500 2,500 2,500 2,500 2,500 2,500 2,500

Access Plan Maintenance (hours) 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60

Oak Wilt Project (hours) 120 120 120 120 120 120 120 120 120 120 120 120 120 120 120

Invasive Plant Survey (acres) 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000

Invasive Plant Control (acres) 240 240 240 240 240 200 200 200 160 160 160 120 120 120 120

Forest Certification (hours) 100 50 50 50 100 50 50 50 100 50 50 50 100 50 50

Gypsy Moth Project (hours) w/Parks 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20

Dam (flowage) Removal 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  
 
2010.8   RECREATION MAINTENANCE AND DEVELOPMENTS 

Maintenance will be continued for  existing facilities. Development of new facilities will be 

considered as demand, funding and staff time are available. This includes motorized trails 

and silent sports opportunities. See Chapter 900 for more detail about recreation 

maintenance and development policies. 

 
2010.9  WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT  

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 2032 2033 2034 2035

Prescribed Burning, Barrens (acres) 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20

Habitat Improvement and Maint. (acres) 10 20 0 20 0 30 0 30 0 20 20 0 20 20 20

Endangered Resource Survey (acres) 5000 5000 5000 5000 5000 5000 5000 5000 5000 5000 5000 5000 5000 5000 5000

Flowage Maintenance Projects 1 3 3 3 1 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

Dike Maintenance (miles) 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2

Opening Maintenance (acres) 0 20 0 0 20 0 0 20 0 0 10 0 0 10 10

Elk Habitat Opening Creation (acres) 0 0 2 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 0

Aspen Maintenance (acres) 600 600 650 650 650 650 650 700 700 700 750 750 800 800 800

KBB HCP Partnership Adm. (hours) 80 80 80 80 80 80 80 80 80 80 80 80 80 80 80

DMA/SNA Maintenance Site 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

Other Wildlife Surveys (acres) 0 0 400 400 400 0 200 0 200 0 200 0 200 0 200

Ecological Management Unit Plan Maint. 1 plan for next 15 years  

 
2010.10   FISHERIES MANAGEMENT 

Cooperation with Wisconsin DNR, local lake associations/districts, and sportsman’s clubs 

in their efforts to stock and improve habitat on streams and lakes adjacent to or within the 

Clark County Forest will continue. 

 
2010.11   PERSONNEL 

As recreational use and demands continue to grow and forest management responsibilities 

increase, existing staff may not be sufficient to manage the expanded services and programs 

on the County Forest. Additional personnel and funding may be necessary to properly 

administer and enhance forest management and recreational activities that are the 

responsibility of the county. 
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Note:  The “Needs” schedule is included for planning purposes. The best available information has 

been used in developing the schedule. It is not intended to be followed without modification. 

Forests are dynamic, and managers must be adaptive to change. Funding and staffing shortfalls may 

also impact the ability of the Clark County Forestry and Parks Department to fulfill identified 

needs. Refer to Chapter 2020: Annual Work Plan and Budget for reference on progress towards the 

identified needs in this chapter. 

 

2015 WORK PLAN OBJECTIVE AND POLICY 

 OBJECTIVE 

 To develop an annual work plan and budget that will satisfy the needs specified in Chapter 

1000 to the greatest extent feasible, consistent with program priorities established in the 

Mission Statement. 

  
  POLICY 

 The County Forest program will sustain a level of operation that considers the needs of the 

forest and the public in accordance with the goals identified in Chapter 100. 

 
2020 ANNUAL WORK PLAN AND BUDGET 

 Each year, an Annual Work Plan and Budget shall be prepared by the forest administrator 

with assistance from the Committee and the DNR liaison forester. This plan shall be based 

upon the detailed annual needs. Annual work plans are approved by the County Board and 

Division of Forestry and forwarded to the DNR as required by Wisconsin statutes s. 

28.11(5)(b) and s.28.11(5m)(b).  Following County Board approval, a copy is provided to 

official copy-holders of the County Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan for inclusion as 

an amendment in this chapter. Copies of the Annual Work Plans and Annual Budget 

Reports are available upon request at the Clark County Forestry and Parks Department 

office or on the Clark County webpage. 

  2025 ACCOMPLISHMENT REPORTS OBJECTIVE AND POLICY 
OBJECTIVE 

To provide a quantifiable means of evaluating progress on both short- and long-term 

goals on the Clark County Forest. 
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POLICY 

Annual accomplishments will be recorded as a historical record to assist in future 

planning and to provide documentation for both the County and the County Forest 

system. This information is invaluable in addressing public, County Board and other 

legislative inquiries on the operation of the Forest as well as assessing progress on goals. 

Copies of the Annual Reports are available upon request at the Clark County Forestry and 

Parks Department office or on the Clark County webpage. 

 
2030   ANNUAL ACCOMPLISHMENT REPORTS 

A copy of an annual accomplishment report shall be prepared and provided to members 

of the County Board and to official copyholders of this Plan for inclusion into this 

chapter.   

 
This report shall include, at a minimum, the following: 

1. Timber sale accomplishments, including gross and net sale receipts and harvest 

goals achieved.   

2. Timber stand improvements accomplishments. 

3. Recreation development and maintenance accomplishments, including recreation 

revenues and expenses. 

4. Wildlife management accomplishments, including revenues and expenses. 

5. Fisheries management accomplishments, including revenues and expenses. 

6. Other accomplishments, identified as “needs” in Chapter 1000. 
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2035     PAST ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

2035.1   FOREST PRODUCTS 

2035.1.1   Timber  
 

# of sales # sales Sawtimber Pulpwood Acres Total

Year Sold Closed MBF Cords Cut Cord Eq. Sales value*

1965 42 50 189.70 2,944 1,214 3,382 $8,863

1966 28 32 8.32 4,318  761 4,337 $13,578

1967 22 23 1.25 7,472  1,205 7,475 $26,557

1968 19 17 11.00 13,260  1,102 13,284 $31,236

1969 23 24 1.00 3,476  731 3,478 $14,079

1970 25 19 10.00 10,522  370 10,546 $36,403

1971 39 27 19.50 15,796  2,692 15,839 $51,700

1972 30 48 40.70 16,891  1,399 16,990 $50,956

1973 46 35 0.00 14,097  1,156 14,097 $54,822

1974 49 43 8.00 20,134  1,379 20,310 $89,180

1975 71 42 163.60 12,404  769 12,770 $59,675

1976 17 34 45.05 13,228  919 13,348 $57,020

1977 X 37 120.92 13,507  855 13,784 $78,928

1978 X 35 278.48 14,923  675 15,539 $98,580

1979 X 34 145.72 19,147  700 19,468 $122,327

1980 X 66 83.10 24,128  1,357 24,311 $172,555

1981 78 80 10.80 30,408  1,886 30,432 $187,320

1982 178 66 3.40 21,573  1,342 21,720 $266,080

1983 45 100 72.10 34,144  1,975 34,302 $254,955

1984 110 103 138.00 37,192  2,106 41,080 $379,326

1985 129 111 326.16 39,033  3,064 39,751 $282,664

1986 113 113 68.44 43,200  1,870 43,351 $335,407

1987 80 107 91.49 43,590  2,490 43,791 $333,146

1988 77 94 72.02 39,106  2,705 39,263 $314,091

1989 120 88 42.50 39,794  2,322 39,887 $409,085

1990 116 108 39.70 57,730  3,446 57,817 $439,805

1991 99 151 168.03 47,808 3,476 48,179 $474,224

1992 89 117 286.35 60,773 4,056 61,419 $541,332

1993 102 87 587.84 56,249 2,652 57,660 $504,464

1994 109 84 1,184.96 77,821 4,154 80,440 $687,942

1995 89 108 1,276.48 82,517 4,464 85,000 $1,030,534

1996 94 113 1,313.72 72,682 4,704 79,000 $1,159,354

1997 98 210 982.96 63,242 4,255 66,000 $1,191,743

CLARK COUNTY FOREST

TIMBER SALE ACCOMPLISHMENTS - WisFirs Report 28A
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Year Sold Closed MBF Cords Cut Cord Eq. Sales value*

1998 118 84 967.06 65,327 3,211 67,486 $1,375,485

1999 77 136 1,304.48 97,006 5,926 99,902 $1,414,421

2000 94 138 1,377.47 80,189 6,077 83,316 $1,531,435

2001 79 111 1,465.90 63,598 4,783 66,908 $1,117,427

2002 66 79 504.73 36,082 2,778 37,212 $1,045,222

2003 54 102 1,535.21 52,925 4,411 56,334 $990,168

2004 55 73 461.12 32,227 2,605 33,260 $954,513

2005 58 43 546.43 29,581 1,943 30,801 $1,075,443

2006 71 61 748.86 28,846 2,317 30,545 $1,413,242

2007 57 57 987.72 34,258 2,196 36,469 $1,221,949

2008 73 65 2,458.55 46,364 3,770 51,964 $1,886,750

2009 28 63 1,931.37 42,012 3,057 46,362 $1,523,854

2010 47 59 958.92 28,448 2,849 30,637 $1,454,362

2011 37 54 1,256.53 38,883 2,908 41,708 $1,849,635

2012 72 68 1,011.41 55,153 4,025 57,441 $2,506,755

2013 43 64 2,821.23 51,022 4,728 57,356 $2,509,873

2014 62 52 3,496.96 39,446 2,768 47,428 $3,747,168

2015 43 49 2,313.01 40,144 2,796 45,416 $2,926,686

2016 61 49 3,891.47 37,468 2,585 46,222 $3,577,167

2017 49 39 1,405.30 20,985 1,788 24,106 $3,488,705

2018 48 53 4,791.94 59,064 3,764 69,846 $4,336,838

2019 39 64 4,295.18 55,661 3,708 65,271 $2,252,552

2020^ 31 21 1,058.74 14,440 1,094 16,840 $1,228,000

TOTALS 3,499 3,990 49,380.88 2,102,238 105,062 2,220,880 $55,185,581

^ Data through 8/18/2020

X Data not available

1961-1997:  # sales, volumes, & acres based on DNR fiscal year reports

1998-Present:  # sales, volumes, and acres based on calendar year WisFirs Reports 28A

* Clark County reported gross revenues

 
 
 2035.1.2   Non-Timber Forest Products 

2035.1.2.1  Sphagnum Moss 

Year # Bales Harvested Value 

1965  x  $   195.00 
1966  x  $   155.00 
1967  x  $   171.00 
1968  x  $     61.70 
1969  x  $     70.00 
1970  x  $     38.20 
1971  x  $   232.50 
1972  x  $   151.90 
1973  x  $   230.00 
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1974  x  $5,012.10 
1975  x  $2,835.00 
1976  x  $3,750.00 
1977  x  $3,300.00 
1978  x  $1,650.00 
1979  x  $   750.00 
1980  x  $1,750.00 
1983  400  $   100.00 
1986  400  $   100.00 
1987  x  $1,343.75 
1988  x  $2,175.00  
2000  3,675  $1,286.25 
2001  2,901  $1,015.35 
2002  2,294  $   802.90 
2003  3,399  $1,189.65 
2004  500  $   300.00 
2005  1,500  $   900.00 
2007  x  $   750.00 

 
A bale of moss measures 12” X 12” X 43” dry 
x - Data not available 
*No sphagnum moss revenue reported since 2007 

 
2035.1.2.2  Sand and Gravel 

YEAR  VALUE YEAR  VALUE 

1968  $    371.00 1983  $ 2,500.50 
1969  $        0.00 1984  $ 6,736.85 
1970  $    637.00 1985  $    295.00 
1971  $ 1,358.20 1986  $ 4,833.80 
1972  $ 1,244.00 1987  $ 8,742.70 
1973  $      37.60 1988  $ 9,914.10 
1974  $    245.30 1989  $ 3,317.00 
1975  $ 2,398.25 1990  $ 2,000.10 
1976  $ 1,626.50 1991  $    402.43 
1977  $        0.00 1992  $ 1,234.40 
1978  $    346.00 1993  $20,239.60 
1979  $ 4,354.05 1994  $ 6,981.25 
1980  $ 5,697.75 1995  $        7.00 
1981  $        0.00 1996  $ 2,771.30 
1982  $      77.00+ 
 

*No sand and gravel revenue reported since 1996. 
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2035.1.2.3  Christmas Trees 

YEAR VALUE YEAR  VALUE 

1965 $1,272.51 1975  $      0.00 
1966 $1,493.65 1976  $  121.00 
1967 $   921.00 1977  $  185.00 
1968 $   843.00 1978  $    55.50 
1969 $   396.70 1979  $    30.00 
1970 $   230.80 1980  $    40.00 
1971 $   115.50 1981  $      0.00 
1972 $       1.00 1982  $    63.00 
1973 $   111.50 1983  $    24.00 
1974 $   186.50  

 
*No Christmas tree revenue reported since 1983. 
 
2035.1.2.4  Cabin Leases 

Starting in the 1960s, Clark County began issuing permits for private individuals to 

construct cabins on county forestlands. The State determined that these cabins are 

inconsistent with County Forest Law and dictated termination of all permits by year 

2011. 

 
On August 16, 2005, the Forestry and Parks Committee took action to comply with 

the State directive and terminate all cabin permits by December 31, 2010. Permit 

holders were given an opportunity to remove all personal property prior to 

termination. A summary of lease revenues from 1996-2005 is included below. 

 
YEAR VALUE YEAR  VALUE 

1966 $   195.00 1986  $1,375.00 
1967 $   240.00 1987  $1,475.00 
1968 $   255.00 1988  $1,475.00 
1969 $   195.00 1989  $1,475.00 
1970 $   270.00 1990  $2,415.48 
1971 $   275.00 1991  $2,415.48 
1972 $   275.00 1992  $1,475.00 
1973 $   285.00 1993  $1,476.00 
1974 $   420.00 1994  $1,477.00 
1975 $   385.00 1995  $1,752.00 
1976 $   350.00 1996  $1,336.00 
1977 $   390.00 1997  $1,612.00 
1978 $   675.00 1998  $1,475.00 
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1979 $   600.00 1999  $1,611.00 
1980 $   600.00 2000  $1,750.00 
1981 $   600.00 2001  $1,476.00 
1982 $   525.00 2002  $1,476.00 
1983 $   525.00 2003  $1,611.00 
1984 $1,000.00 2004  $1,611.00 
1985 $1,200.00 2005  $1,336.00 
 
*No cabin lease revenue reported since 2005 
 
2035.1.2.5  Firewood 

YEAR VALUE YEAR  VALUE 

1991 $2,930.00 2006  $3,300.00 
1992 $2,408.00 2007  $4,875.00 
1993 $2,537.75 2008  $9,355.00 
1994 $2,813.00 2009  $12,390.00 
1995 $2,092.60 2010  $4,445.00 
1996 $2,096.42 2011  $4,740.00 
1997 $4,708.00 2012  $6,212.50 
1998 $2,645.82 2013  $1,499.54 
1999 $2,190.00 2014  $4,340.00 
2000 $2,283.00 2015  $1,610.00 
2001 $5,854.30 2016  $2,972.00 
2002 $2,044.25 2017  $1,450.00 
2003 $3,050.00 2018  $   910.00 
2004 $3,685.00 2019  $1,330.00 
2005 $3,585.00    
 
*No data related to sale of firewood was tracked prior to 1991 
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2035.2   REFORESTATION 
JACK RED BLACK WHITE RED WH/NOR BLACK WHITE TOTAL 

YEAR ACRES PINE PINE SPRUCE TAMARACK LARCH OAK OAK SPRUCE ASH PINE PLANTED

1943 135 62,000 43,000 105,000

1944 140 123,124 123,124

1945

1946 78 77,500 38,000 10,000 125,500

1947 161 164,586 3,290 167,876

1948 287 107,000 122,400 9,000 48,000 286,400

1949 240 59,200 150,700 36,000 245,900

1950 199 20,000 136,355 770 34,450 191,575

1951 183 137,612 28,978 166,590

1952 240 266,922 266,922

1953 442 61,025 347,300 20,100 428,425

1954 273 30,000 227,820 10,000 267,820

1955 180 160,560 36,000 196,560

1956 173 130,947 61,000 191,947

1957 187 89,000 104,000 193,000

1958 177 118,565 73,200 191,765

1959 353 144,000 129,975 273,975

1960 328 100,925 41,980 142,905

1961 266 30,000 158,000 50,000 238,000

1962 266 45,000 132,000 50,000 227,000

1963 251 20,000 206,390 226,390

1964 95 80,000 25,000 105,000

1965 160 160,460 160,460

1966 159 20,000 106,800 126,800

1967 97 93,800 93,800

1968 162 80,000 103,910 183,910

1969 217 126,000 126,000

1970 56 83,000 83,000

1971 78 71,000 71,000

1972 61 73,000 73,000

1973 59 60,000 60,000

1974 54 54,000 7,500 61,500

1975 64 55,000 2,000 57,000

1976 46 55,000 55,000

1977 46 60,000 60,000

1978 70 70,000 70,000

1979 39 50,000 50,000

1980 43 45,000 2,000 47,000

1981 51 52,000 52,000

1982 49 44,000 5,000 49,000

1983 79 74,500 4,000 78,500

1984 148 103,100  22,000 125,100

1985 271 26,500 189,850 4,000 3,000 223,350

1986 177 10,000 157,000 5,000 172,000

1987 120 83,000 5,000 88,000

1988 90 12,000 58,000 5,000 75,000

1989 113 15,000 73,470  5,000 93,470

1990 160 123,500 5,000 128,500

NO INFORMATION AVAILABE
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JACK RED BLACK WHITE RED WH/NOR BLACK WHITE TOTAL 

YEAR ACRES PINE PINE SPRUCE TAMARACK LARCH OAK OAK SPRUCE ASH PINE PLANTED

1991 263 173,900 4,800 4,000 182,700

1992 177 36,800 108,100 6,500 151,400

1993 250 50,025 101,000 3,000 7,650 161,675

1994 172 129,650 30,825 8,000 168,475

1995 0 0

1996 104 25,200 54,000 79,200

1997 62 65,500 3,000 68,500

1998 0 0

1999 102 68,650 20,850 89,500

2000 0 0

2001 158 94,450 59,800 154,250

2002 113 88,800 21,870 3,870 114,540

2003 113 117,890 1,500 119,390

2004* 146 109,000 23,750 132,750

2005 82 41,050 30,200 15,500 12,260 2,670 2,763 104,443

2006 0 0

2007 0 0

2008 0 0

2009 144 63,080 28,400 15,000 106,480

2010 0 0

2011 66 45,900 13,500 59,400

2012 235 31,500 147,600 12,000 191,100

2013 262 100,800 90,000 16,560 207,360

2014 107 29,880 40,600 18,720 89,200

2015 217 81,000 96,120 177,120

2016 0 0

2017 191 22,320 118,080 140,400

2018 217 12,240 151,560 163,800

2019 0 0

2020 0 0

TOTALS 10,504 1,749,460 6,672,251 15,500 74,540 8,000 19,670 32,063 104,920 5,370 804,973 9,486,747

9,429,644

57,103

Total Conifers Planted:

Total Hardw oods Planted:

*2004 - 5 acres were direct seeded with white pine and jack pine  
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2035.3  TIMBER STAND IMPROVEMENT 

 OAK PJ PR PW PR ASPEN PRESCIBED

YEAR Release Release Release Prune Prune Shearing BURN OTHER

1971 103

1972 165

1975 92 384

1976 380 872

1977 50 40 1,039

1978 100 14

1979 200 50 520

1982 36 500

1983 50 500

1984 50 15 521

1985 347 27 219

1986 308 61 354

1987 153

1988 150

1989 46

1990 85

1991  51

1992 35

1993 85

1994 10 100 16 297

1995 10 11 370 10  Oak Prune

1996 66 126 126 41 oak

1997 41 110 8 40 20 71 oak

6 barrens

60 oak

1999 154 34 30 30 104 oak

2000 73 41 18 35

2001 181 114 30 65 8 barrens

2002 170 217 95 48 63 oak

2003 94 270 124 2 45 oak 2  Hemlock Imp.

2004 194 400 183 5 4 barrens

2005 132 100 250 8 4 barrens 88 oak scarif ication

2006 375 5 18 oak 12 oak scarif ication

9 barrens  

36 oak

14 barrens

78 oak

32 barrens

41 oak

20 barrens

240 oak

2011 225 26 2 36 barrens 80 oak scarif ication

4 barrens

171 oak

2013 216 59 oak scarif ication

2014 154 261 oak scarif ication

10 barrens

30 oak

2016 249 13 32 oak 28 oak scarif ication

4 barrens

7 oak

2018 161 300 oak scarif ication

2019 166 66 oak 144 oak scarif ication

2020* 29

151 barrens 2 Hemlock Imp

10 Oak Prune

2,076  oak scarif ication

*Completed as of 8/19/2020

6369Totals 3455 2452 2995 276 358

2017 238 264 oak scarif ication

125 oak scarif ication

300 oak scarif ication2015 94 45 13

2012 209 8

2010 134 50 112 oak scarif ication 

42

2009 59 115

1998 134 75 20 45

1,103 oak

TSI ACRES  1971-2020

28 oak scarif ication

2008 154 287 24 1 275 oak scarif ication 

2007 108 369 10
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2035.4   RECREATIONAL DEVELOPMENTS 

The Clark County Outdoor Recreation Plan 2019-2023 is used to plan for future 

recreational opportunities in Clark County. This is a County Board and State approved 

plan. Clark County Forestry and Parks Department Annual Reports detail yearly 

recreational accomplishments. Copies of the Clark County Outdoor Recreation Plan or 

Annual Reports are available upon request at the Clark County Forestry and Parks 

Department office or on the Clark County webpage. 
 

2035.5   WILDLIFE PROJECTS 

Since 2005, wildlife projects and associated grant revenues have been detailed and 

documented in the Clark County Forestry and Parks Annual Reports. These reports are 

available upon request at the Clark County Forestry and Parks Department office or on 

the Clark County webpage. Prior to 2005, wildlife projects were not tracked as closely, 

and the following table summarizes those past accomplishments. 

YEAR

Mechanical 

& Chemical 

Oak Release

RX Burns for 

Oak 

Regeneration

RX Burns for 

Barrens & Game 

Openings

Aspen 

Shearing

KBB Habitat 

Imp Burns, 

Plantings, etc

Game Trail  

Opening 

Creation

Game 

Opening 

Maint.

Wildlife 

Flowage 

Creation

RGS 

Access 

Projects

Publice & 

Private 

Expenditures

1963 5 15

1964 40

1965 15

1966 77 15

1967 2 60

1968 10

1969 40

1970 40 72

1971 100 35

1972 85

1973 78 200

1974 160 38 200

1975 273 384 26 300

1976 872 70

1977 1,039 12

1978 300 5

1979 520 72 150

1980

1981 12 247 55

1982 500 10 247 80

1983 500 375

1984 521 20 375

1985 219 20 274 $26,300.00

1986 354 30 255 $25,000.00

1987 153 60 255 $28,471.00

1988 150 43 400 $14,801.00

1989 46 100 5 mi

1990 85 175

1991 51 75 23 8 mi $15,200.00

1992 35 23 $14,818.00

1993 85 12 mi $13,127.00

1994 10 297 14 mi $22,630.00

1995 10 370 28 10 mi $20,626.00

1996 66 41 126 51 5 mi $25,088.00

1997 41 71 20 18 $23,450.00

1998 134 60 6 42 12 27 $24,201.00

1999 154 104 7 87 $27,236.00

2000 73 8 54 $26,122.00

2001 181 8 15 52 $25,644.00

2002 170 137 12 71 $38,277.00

2003 94 45 14 261 $26,737.00

2004 194 4 106 $17,210.00

2005 132 4 14 $25,497.00

Totals 1,259 321 769 6,369 518 844 4,304 210 54 mi $440,435.00

NO INFORMATION

Note:  All  numbers are acres unless otherwise indicated  
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2040    MONITORING     

Clark County routinely monitors its management activities through Annual Work Plans 

and Annual Accomplishment Reports. See attached Work Plans and Accomplishment 

Reports. 

 
2040.1   FOREST TYPES AND DISCUSSION 

Clark County Forest Composition 

Forest Type
1977 

Acres

1977 % of 

Total

1995 

Acres

1995 % of 

Total

2005 

Acres

2005 % of 

Total

2020 

Acres

2020 % of 

Total

Future 

Acres

Future % 

of Total

Aspen 70,561 53.2% 69,584 52.4% 60,620 46.0% 53,429 39.7% 52,032 38.62%

Bottld. Hdwd 1,013 0.8% 1,028 0.8% 1,628 1.2% 1,722 1.3% 1,722 1.28%

W. Birch 277 0.2% 373 0.3% 113 0.1% 142 0.1% 142 0.11%

Red Maple 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 4,103 3.1% 5,668 4.2% 5,304 3.94%

Fir-Spruce 75 <0.1% 75 0.1% 95 0.1% 0 0.0% 0 0.00%

N. Hdwd. 2,464 1.9% 1,871 1.4% 93 0.1% 390 0.3% 1,264 0.94%

Oak 13,922 10.5% 15,239 11.5% 16,583 12.6% 16,805 12.5% 17,063 12.66%

Scrub Oak 5,674 4.3% 5,123 3.9% 5,045 3.8% 5,027 3.7% 4,886 3.63%

Jack pine 5,901 4.4% 4,927 3.7% 5,522 4.2% 6,147 4.6% 6,181 4.59%

Red pine 6,563 4.9% 7,273 5.5% 7,092 5.4% 6,348 4.7% 6,274 4.66%

White pine 4,093 3.1% 4,248 3.2% 5,828 4.4% 9,239 6.9% 10,174 7.55%

B. Spruce 1,903 1.4% 2,096 1.6% 2,519 1.9% 2,751 2.0% 2,751 2.04%

Sw. Hdwd. 295 0.2% 163 0.1% 373 0.3% 383 0.3% 383 0.28%

Tamarack 1,059 0.8% 1,128 0.8% 1,521 1.2% 1,394 1.0% 1,327 0.98%

Hemlock 0 0.0% 5 <0.1% 5 <0.1% 5 0.0% 5 0.00%

White Spruce 0 0.0% 109 0.1% 109 0.1% 109 0.1% 76 0.06%

Total Forested 113,800 85.7% 113,242 85.1% 111,249 84.3% 109,559 81.32% 109,584 81.33%

.

Upl. Grass 749 0.6% 1,117 0.8% 202 0.2% 0 0.00% 0 0.00%

Herb. Veg. 19 <0.1% 0 0.0% 59 <0.1% 0 0.00% 0 0.00%

Low shrub 0 0.0% 176 0.1% 6 <0.1% 0 0.00% 0 0.00%

Nonc.Grass 10,965 8.3% 10,884 8.2% 11,560 8.8% 12,419 9.22% 12,394 9.20%

Low. brush 209 0.2% 0 0.0% 18 <0.1% 0 0.00% 0 0.00%

Alder 5,073 3.8% 5,311 4.0% 7,944 6.0% 9,224 6.85% 9,224 6.85%

Trail 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 53 <0.1% 0 0.00% 0 0.00%

Lake/Stream 871 0.7% 962 0.7% 398 0.3% 599 0.44% 599 0.44%

Industrial 456 0.3% 546 0.4% 246 0.2% 213 0.16% 213 0.16%

R-O-W 458 0.3% 410 0.3% 170 0.1% 2,718 2.02% 2,718 2.02%

Upland brush 133 0.1% 0 0.0% 25 <0.1% 0 0.00% 0 0.00%

Misc. 9 <0.1% 327 0.2% 0 0.0% 0 0.00% 0 0.00%

Total non-forest 18,942 14.3% 19,733 14.9% 20,681 15.7% 25,173 18.68% 25,148 18.67%

Total Property 132,742 100.0% 132,861 100.0% 131,816 100.0% 134,732 100.0% 134,732 100.00%

*2020 & Future

Columns:

Nonc.Grass = Marsh and All Noncommercial Grasses

Alder = All Lowland Brush Types

Industrial = gravel pits, campgrounds, parking lots, trails, etc

R-O-W = Utility & All Road ROW  

 



2000-19 
 

Cover types have been recorded since the first forest-wide inventory was completed in 1977. To 

determine future cover type acreage of the forest, a Geographic Information System (GIS) was 

used to analyze current compartment reconnaissance data. The future cover type for each stand is 

based on natural successional patterns, biology, stand characteristics and land management goals. 

Stand characteristics taken into consideration include: 

1. Ecological Management Unit 

2. Habitat Type 

3. Soil 

4. Primary Type, Size and Density 

5. Secondary Type, Size and Density 

6. Understory Type, Size and Density 

7. Basal Area 

8. Management Restrictions (RMZ, HCP, etc.) 

9. Site Index 

 
Stands were examined using GIS on an individual basis. The process used is a “coarse-filter 

approach” in determining future conversions. Reconnaissance data, based on field checks, was 

the only resource used. The Ecological Management Unit (EMU) plan was used as a guide to 

determine what species will be favored (through silviculture, site prep, etc.). The EMU plan does 

outline suggested tree species to favor on specific habitat types that are found within each 

management unit. These suggestions, in combination with the current stand characteristics, were 

taken into consideration when predicting the future forest type. Available understory type data 

played a key role in determining future timber types. 

 
DISCUSSION 

Aspen timber type has declined by about 17,000 acres since the original forest inventory was 

completed in 1977. In an effort to forecast future acreage of this cover type, it is important to 

understand why this aspen was lost, what replaced it, and how much more will be lost for the 

same reasons. To understand this trend, a special GIS project was conducted by the Clark County 

Forestry and Parks Department in 2005. 

 
Comparison of 1973 air photos to the 2005 photo flight was done to determine the location and 

new cover type of converted aspen. After examining locations scattered throughout the forest, it 



2000-20 
 

became apparent that most of this aspen acreage has converted to open sedge meadow or lowland 

brush and was previously classified as “off-site” aspen. The productivity of an off-site aspen 

stand is classified as poor. Using GIS software, we then examined the soils from the converted 

sites. Three soil series, all classified as organic muck, were found in these locations. The Clark 

County Soil Survey rates all three as “unsuitable” for growing aspen. 

 
It is believed that forest fires and weather patterns during the dust bowl years made ideal 

conditions, allowing pioneer species such as aspen to become established on these otherwise 

inhospitable (too wet) soils. Once aspen was established, the effects of increased soil moisture 

following the dust bowl years was kept in check through natural transpiration. This also helps 

explain why many of these sites “swamp” or fail to adequately regenerate after being harvested. 

Merchantable harvest volumes of these sites were generally very low, and some stands may not 

have been marketable. An additional 500 acres of off-site aspen, growing on those same organic 

muck soils, were expected to convert to sedge meadow or lowland brush. 

 
While the majority of historical aspen acreage loss is attributable to off-site growing conditions, 

some acreage decline is the result of stand conversion to other timber types, consistent with 

management goals.    

 
Aspen is well adapted to regenerate following a major disturbance, including coppice harvest. 

Shade, mechanical injury to the root system and saturated soils reduce the vigor and quantity of 

regeneration. With proper application of woody biomass harvesting guidelines, aspen can be 

maintained sustainably through coppice harvest strategies. This factor alone allows easy 

maintenance of aspen. Although future aspen acreage is expected to decline by approximately 

1,400 acres, this acreage will be converted primarily to higher value oak on productive sites and 

more productive jack pine on nutrient-poor wetter sites. White pine and red maple will also 

replace some aspen where these species are abundant in the understory.   

  
There are opportunities to increase aspen acreage on black oak, red maple and thinned oak stands 

with aspen as a secondary type. Many of these timber stands are managed on aspen rotation 

lengths, depending upon the ecological management unit the stand falls within. The vigor of 

aspen in these stands when harvested will determine if aspen replaces the primary type.      
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Bottomland hardwoods, black spruce, swamp hardwood and tamarack timber types are all climax 

communities, and they have very little competition from other species, allowing them to self-

perpetuate. These timber types are generally site-specific and are able to survive on sites 

unsuitable to other species. Minimal changes in these cover types are expected to occur.   

 
Northern hardwood acreage is expected to increase from 390 acres to 1,264 acres on habitat types 

with a higher nutrient status. This conversion will increase the extent of an uncommon timber 

type in the forest, which increases diversity. Most of the acreage predicted to convert is currently 

occupied by high quality oak with an understory of northern hardwoods. Oak will always remain 

as a component of these stands, but due to intense competition, maintaining oak as the primary 

type may not be financially realistic. These same sites and habitat types commonly produce the 

same or more fiber per acre while growing northern hardwoods as they would with oak as the 

primary type. Oak regeneration efforts may be more appropriate on sites where there is less 

competition and the sites are therefore less expensive to convert.   

 
An added benefit to an increase in northern hardwood acreage is an increase of “thinnable” 

acreage. Northern hardwood stands are managed under an all-aged system, where they are 

continually thinned and seldom clearcut, except in small patches. Compare this to even-aged 

forest management for species such as aspen, oak and jack pine. These species are generally 

clearcut every 40-100 years. Because northern hardwood stands are thinned rather than clearcut, 

their aesthetic and recreational values are continually retained, increasing public support of forest 

management. 

 
Red and white oak maintenance is generally reliant upon a combination of site disturbance and 

non-commercial intermediate treatments. Prescribed burns, shelterwood harvests, herbicides, 

mechanical release and scarification are all tools used to regenerate and maintain oak on the 

county forest. Oak maintenance is expensive and labor intensive. The county should consider 

every opportunity to invest in the ongoing maintenance of high-quality oak sites. With continued 

funding for maintenance, red and white oak acreage is expected to remain relatively stable or 

slightly increase over time. Without adequate funding, future high-quality oak acreage will 

significantly decrease. Conversion of aspen (with a secondary type of oak) to oak presents the 

best opportunity to increase the acreage of this type. There are over 16,000 acres of thinned oak 

on the forest; it may be cost and time prohibitive to maintain oak at this acreage level. 
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Black (scrub) oak is a prolific stump sprouter and generally maintains itself after a regeneration 

harvest. In the absence of disturbance, black oak will convert to red maple and white pine on all 

but the driest sites. Stands with an aspen component are managed on shorter rotation lengths, in 

an effort to maintain and (in some cases) increase the amount of aspen present. Black oak 

acreage could increase on some sites currently occupied by red pine growing on drier habitat 

types (PARVHA). These drier sites often have a dense layer of black oak seedlings that are 

positioned to respond well to a final pine harvest and dominate the next rotation. County forest 

black oak acreage component is expected to maintain itself, due to its ability to regenerate 

through stump sprouting and seeding. 

 
The previous two comprehensive land use plans for Clark County predicted a substantial increase 

in red maple over time. Those predictions were extremely accurate up to this point. Over the next 

planning cycle, red maple acreage is predicted to be stabilize or decline slightly. Red maple is a 

prolific seed producer and “super generalist”. The county has and will continue to implement 

strategies to maintain or decrease its acreage over time. The county favors oak and aspen where it 

makes sense ecologically and where it is economically practical. Red maple stands have been 

scheduled with these goals in mind, and those harvest treatments are likely influencing the 

projected future acreage of this cover type for this planning cycle.    

 
White pine acreage is expected to increase by approximately 800 acres and is the dominant pine 

type on the forest. Previous aesthetic management practices of not cutting white pine during 

regeneration harvests did much to promote this species across the county forest. Current practices 

will promote white pine in a deliberate manner, consistent with the EMU Plan. White pine is a 

valuable wildlife tree species, and, under optimum conditions, it is the fastest-growing tree in the 

Lake States. Stands with a dense white pine understory or pole-size stands will continue to be 

managed for white pine throughout the forest. Most of the acreage expected to convert to white 

pine is currently aspen or red maple stands that have a white pine understory. 

 
Since white pine and red maple are the dominant climax species for much of the forest, many 

uncut buffer zones, residual timber islands and other undisturbed and unmanaged stands will 

eventually convert to these species, adding to their acreage.  
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Jack pine acreage is predicted stabilize; however, this is assuming continued intensive 

management of younger stands and planting in pine-barrens areas. Jack pine is desirable for 

wildlife and can be the most productive tree species in specific habitat types. Historically, jack 

pine timber type has been declining throughout the state. In Clark County, decline in jack pine 

acreage was mainly attributable to natural succession and planting red pine following a jack pine 

harvest. After final harvest, timber stand improvement (either mechanical or chemical) may be 

needed to convert mixed aspen/jack pine stands to jack pine dominant stands.    

 
Red pine acreage is expected to stabilize. Most county forest red pine has resulted from past 

planting of abandoned farm fields and barren habitats. These planting site opportunities no longer 

exist. Replanting of existing red pine plantations and site conversion on appropriate sites is 

recommended to maintain this economically important tree species. Plantations in the county 

forest suffering from Red Pine Pocket Mortality could potentially be susceptible to the fungus if 

replanted and need to be evaluated carefully. These sites may have natural regeneration in the 

understory that would be a better option for long-term productivity. Other pests, such as 

Heterobasidion Root Disease (HRD) and exotic Pine Shoot Beetles, are moving closer to Clark 

County and will continue to be monitored. Successful replanting of red pine on any site requires 

proper site preparation, careful handling of seedlings and proper planting. If site preparation and 

planting variables are controlled correctly, red pine can be successfully maintained on the county 

forest.   

 
To provide species diversity and a certain level of economic stability, red pine will be maintained 

for saw log production on productive habitat types (i.e. replanted after final harvest). These 

stands should be free of significant insect and disease problems and without excessive understory 

competition. Some red pine acreage can be considered for short rotations, with fiber, rather than 

saw log production as a management objective. The most suitable sites for short-term/fiber 

rotations is the PVGY and PARVHA habitat types located in the Rock Dam Pine Barrens EMU. 

Short rotation management in this area would improve our current barrens management and 

compliment Karner Blue Butterfly management by increasing beneficial disturbance across the 

barrens landscape and reducing the area of crown coverage (shade). 

 
Natural stands of red pine, growing on suitable sites, should be promoted by favoring individual 

red pine within these stands. Natural regeneration of mixed stands of red pine and hardwoods 
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should be encouraged. The absence of fire on the landscape may be a limiting factor in these 

stands. 

 
Non-forest acreage is expected to remain relatively stable. The only timber type predicted to 

possibly convert to a non-forest type is off-site aspen. This aspen is expected to convert to sedge 

meadow or lowland brush. This conversion will occur on wet/mucky soils that are generally 

unsuitable for timber growth. Little non-forest acreage is expected to convert back to productive 

forest.  

 
Type codes for non-forest species have changed many times over the past 25 years. Because 

these codes have changed since 1996, this plan has grouped similar non-forest codes in an effort 

to track comparable data in the future. In this section and in Section 1000 of Chapter 1000, the 

following classifications were grouped together: 

 Noncommercial Grasses = All grasses, lowland, upland and keg 

 Alder = All lowland brush codes 

 Water = All lakes, flowages and streams 

 Developed/Industrial = Campgrounds, parking lots, borrow pits, trails and other intensive 

use areas 

 R-O-W = All utility and road right-of-ways 
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2040.2   HARVESTING 

CLARK COUNTY FOREST 
*2018-2019 “Established” totals include deferred acres 

 

YEAR NEED Established Sold Closed

2005 2,868 2,589 1,943
2006 3,486 3,640 2,317
2007 2,178 2,723 3,284 2,196
2008 2,497 3,486 4,270 3,770
2009 2,550 2,687 2,119 3,057
2010 2,578 3,838 2,845 2,849
2011 2,735 3,200 2,870 2,908
2012 2,782 3,638 5,373 4,025
2013 2,784 3,350 2,341 4,728
2014 2,940 3,137 3,593 2,768
2015 3,070 3,991 2,685 2,796
2016 3,325 4,118 4,016 2,585
2017 3,251 3,131 2,384 1,788
2018 3,276 2,504 2,939 3,764
2019 3,359 2,952 2,310 3,708
Totals 37,325 49,109 47,258 45,202
Annual 

Average
2,871 3,274 3,151 3,013

All Sales (acres)

 

YEAR NEED Established

2005 576

2006 652
2007 634 678
2008 815 738
2009 861 389
2010 910 621
2011 964 639
2012 1,047 566
2013 1,119 574
2014 1,245 470
2015 1,335 590
2016 1,538 1,345
2017 1,600 985
2018 1,621 723
2019 1,691 842
Totals 15,380 10,388
Annual 

Average
1,183 693

ASPEN (acres)

 

YEAR NEED Established

2005 821

2006 864
2007 461 1,243
2008 647 892
2009 692 846
2010 733 1,236
2011 747 794
2012 775 1,018
2013 740 1,275
2014 720 1,115
2015 726 1,562
2016 774 1,497
2017 654 1,313
2018 651 647
2019 636 1,147
Totals 8,956 16,270
Annual 

Average
640 1,085

Oak (acres)
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YEAR NEED Established

2005 179

2006 450
2007 126 169
2008 120 404
2009 113 175
2010 104 279
2011 95 243
2012 79 451
2013 68 252
2014 73 122
2015 57 245
2016 57 202
2017 42 53
2018 30 56
2019 28 17
Totals 992 3,297
Annual 

Average
76 220

Scrub/Black Oak (acres)

 

YEAR NEED Established

2005 465

2006 343
2007 455 104
2008 470 769
2009 423 712
2010 344 485
2011 345 417
2012 341 862
2013 323 739
2014 302 640
2015 328 907
2016 301 413
2017 282 453
2018 286 582
2019 282 569
Totals 4,482 8,460
Annual 

Average
345 564

Red Pine (acres)

 
 

YEAR NEED Established

2005 45

2006 193
2007 142 8
2008 59 34
2009 77 0
2010 72 145
2011 74 53
2012 70 194
2013 62 10
2014 67 90
2015 83 76
2016 85 90
2017 94 16
2018 99 138
2019 103 25
Totals 1,087 1,117
Annual 

Average
84 74

Jack Pine (acres)

 

YEAR NEED Established

2005 377

2006 243
2007 59 244
2008 219 273
2009 216 115
2010 253 602
2011 298 568
2012 259 401
2013 243 400
2014 273 525
2015 289 477
2016 314 428
2017 312 233
2018 330 354
2019 339 305
Totals 3,404 5,545
Annual 

Average
262 370

White Pine (acres)

 
     

2040.2.1  Summary 

In the 1990s and early 2000s, the primary focus of the Clark County Forest timber 

program was to salvage and regenerate over-mature and dying aspen. There were no 

specific harvest goals during this period, only to cut as much aspen as soon as 

possible in an effort to salvage and regenerate the resource. An accelerated harvest 

program was implemented, and several limited-term employees were hired to help 
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establish timber sales. At one point in time, according to the forest compartment 

reconnaissance (recon) printout, over 38,000 acres of over-mature aspen were 

available for harvest.  

 
With substantial completion of the aspen salvage project, Clark County Forest timber 

harvest levels became regulated on January 1, 2005 through the use of an “annual 

allowable harvest”. Calculation of annual allowable harvest levels are completed in 

July of each year. This calculation is made by WISFIRS, a DNR forest recon software 

program, utilized by all state and county forests. The software program allows early 

and late constraints to be implemented on timber types to more efficiently achieve 

forest regulation strategies.   

 
WISFIRS calculates the total number of acres listed by year, timber type and harvest 

category (even-aged, all-aged and thinning) that are planned and scheduled for harvest 

over the next 15 years. Using the scheduled column, the yearly acreages for each 

timber type are totaled and divided by 15 to determine the annual allowable harvest 

level. Harvest levels are calculated for each timber type and harvest category.   

Annual calculations, using 15 years of scheduled timber harvests and using 5 year 

early/5 year late constrains, will help even out harvest level peaks and valleys and 

smooth the transition into approaching periods of accelerated or reduced harvest 

levels. Clark County may adjust the recon early/late constraints in the future, to 

further aid in achieving stable harvest levels. 

 
Clark County Forest annual allowable harvest levels will be based upon the total 

number of calculated acres by timber type. These annual allowable harvest acreage 

calculations, broken down by timber type, will serve as a goal when planning timber 

sales. Individual species harvest acreage will be monitored over time to prevent 

excessive variation from the preliminary harvest schedule. Harvest priorities will be 

established based on silvicultural needs, markets, Ecological Management Unit 

(EMU) planning and other factors.  

 
The goal of the Clark County Forestry and Parks Department is to annually meet 

established allowable harvest levels by timber type. However, annual allowable 



2000-28 
 

harvest levels may be exceeded or reduced to address prior years’ timber sale acreage 

establishment deficit or surplus and for other extraordinary circumstances. 

Extraordinary circumstances may include the salvage of blow-down or insect-and-

disease-infected timber or preparation for anticipated forest pest infestations.    

 
The average annual harvesting need from 2005 through 2019 was 2,871 acres. The 

average establishment acreage over that same timber period was 3,274 acres. Between 

2007 and 2016, the department established more acres than the annual need for some 

of the following reasons: 

1. A large backlog of scheduled oak and unscheduled pine thinnings were set 

to ensure stands remained healthy and, in some cases, extend their 

scheduled rotation to help regulate these timber types. 

2. The Committee asked the department to do an accelerated harvest in 2015 

and 2016 to increase timber revenues for a countywide communications 

tower upgrade project. 

3. The annual need continued to increase every year even though the 

establishment acres exceeded the need. 

 
The department will continue to manipulate the established acreage over the next 15-

year planning period as it moves towards regulating timber harvests on the forest. 

Harvest scheduling and establishment challenges include: 

1. Regenerating oak and red pine in a controlled manner, over time, as the 

age structure of both species is skewed towards the end of their respective 

rotation ages. 

2. Balancing EMU goals with the need to start rotating aspen stands ahead of 

their scheduled rotation age to move this species towards a regulated 

harvest. 

 
2040.3   RECREATIONAL USE 

Clark County continues to experience a dramatic increase in both intensive and 

extensive recreational use of the county forest during the last 15 years. As recreational 

use increases, so does the demand for more and better trails, facilities and other 

recreational opportunities. User conflicts and resource damage have also increased. In 
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response, Clark County strives to maintain both the quality and quantity of its trails and 

recreational facilities. The position of Recreational Patrol Officer was vacant for a 

number of years during the last planning cycle. This vacancy was also a factor for the 

increase in resource damage on the County Forest. Since 2018, the Clark County Sheriff 

has put a renewed emphasis importance of the Recreational Patrol Officer position. The 

current Recreational Patrol Officer works very closely with the Forestry and Parks 

Department to ensure that County ordinances are being followed and the forest resource 

is protected. 

 
Use of ATV/UTV trails and support facilities has grown more during the last 15 years 

than any other county forest trail user group. ATV/UTV user groups are demanding 

more and better trails. UTV use, in particular, has grown exponentially in the last 5 

years. These machines are much heavier and wider than traditional ATVs and thus put a 

tremendous strain on existing trail infrastructure. With one of the largest trail systems in 

the state, Clark County has been challenged by the continued growth of this sport. 

While ATV/UTVs have provided many challenges, they also present opportunity. Many 

of our campgrounds have been improved or expanded using ATV/UTV aid moneys. 

These campgrounds not only serve as the primary support facilities for the trail system 

but also serve non-motorized users. 

 
Another activity that has seen substantial growth is summer and winter mountain 

biking. The Levis/Trow Mound Recreation Area has evolved into a premier destination 

for mountain biking, cross-country skiing and hiking. A dedicated volunteer group 

primarily maintains this facility. In the last several years, efforts by the volunteers have 

not gone unnoticed, as the recreational area has garnered regional and national attention 

in a number of mountain biking publications. Along with the continuously improving 

trails, a new chalet was constructed at the trailhead after a lightning-caused fire 

destroyed the old building. The new chalet includes improvements such as in-floor 

heating and showers accessible from outside. 

 
The motorcycle trail system and most of the current horse trail system have not been 

expanded during the last planning cycle. Demand for both of these trail systems seems 

to be fairly stable. Reroutes and improvements to the horse trail system are ongoing. 
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Lack of funding for trail maintenance is restricting motorcycle trail mileage increases, 

and, currently, the east half of the trail system is closed because there are not enough 

funds or volunteer help to repair and maintain those trails. Currently, the volunteer 

group that maintains the motorcycle trails is focusing their limited efforts on the 

western trail system to make it sustainable before shifting their efforts to the east side 

trails. 

 
Extensive use of the forest remains very popular, especially hunting. County forest 

game populations are diverse and abundant, attracting a large number of hunters every 

year. One of the biggest changes to deer hunting during the last planning cycle is the 

creation of County Deer Advisory Committees (CDAC). The CDAC is made up of 

individuals from various stakeholder groups that are impacted by deer and deer hunting 

in the local area. The Forestry and Parks Department has an employee on the CDAC 

representing the forestry stakeholder group. The CDAC is tasked with recommending 

quotas, seasons and tag levels to the Natural Resources Board for approval. This effort 

promotes local feedback in the deer management process.  

 
Clark County has been very successful in maintaining its recreational trails and 

facilities during the last 15 years. This effort has kept Clark County as one of the 

premier outdoor destinations in the state. During this period, many challenges have 

been met and opportunities seized. As we look down the road, the future looks bright.  

Clark County is well positioned to provide sustainable, quality outdoor recreation far 

into the future. 

 
2040.4    ROADS AND ACCESS 

Clark County routinely monitors its county forest roads. Road checks are done on an 

annual basis when time permits and are recorded by the Forestry and Parks Department. 

Copies of the annual monitoring forms for the county forest roads are available upon 

request at the Clark County Forestry and Parks Department office. 

 
Review and update of access plan specific detail will be conducted by the Committee 

every two years or as otherwise scheduled based on need. Access management requires 
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a degree of flexibility due to changing needs, monetary restrictions and public demand. 

Public input regarding county forest access continues is encouraged. 

 

2040.5 HIGH CONSERVATION VALUE FOREST AREAS  

Clark County has identified the location of High Conservation Value Forests and 

determined the appropriate management of these areas on the county forest. The 

following forest compartment recon data for these areas is current and is being 

maintained as baseline data. The table below also includes notes and documentation of 

correspondence with Clark County’s regional DNR Ecologist. The table includes all 

HCVs identified in the previous plan and those that will be given HCV designation with 

reasons why for the next 15-year planning cycle.
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2020 

DNR 

Review Cert County Area Name Cover Type Description

HCVF 

Classification

SNA 

Designation Comp Stand

WisFIRS 

Prefix 

Code(s)

WisFIRS 

Exam Yr

WisFIRS 

Prim / 

Sec 

Type(s)

WisFIRS 

Stand 

Acres

WisFIRS 

TOTAL 

ACRES

Passively 

Managed? "County Plan Objectives" Other Comments

Clark County 15 

Year 

Comprehensive 

Land Use Plan 

Reference Correspondence Documentation

124 9 - 2002 SB / T 73

124 16 - 2002 KG 184

181 14 AN 2017 SB / T 132

181 15 AN 2017 SB / T 20

181 16 AN 2017 KB 207

181 17 AN 2017 LBA 58

185 17 N 2003 KG 252

185 40 N 2003 T / SB 24

185 45 N 2017 OX / OX 3

186 7 N 2003 KG 108

186 14 AN 2017 SB / T 25

178 46 AWZ 2003 BH / BH 64

178 48 AWZ 2003 OX / A 64

178 53 AWZ 2003 O / MR 15

179 27 AWZ 2003 BH / BH 122

180 22 AWZ 2003 BH / BH 35

181 42 AWZ 2017 BH / BH 46

180 45 AWZ 2017 BH / BH 18

186 11 AW 2003 LBA 5

186 16 AWZ 2020 0 / MR 69

186 17 AWZ 2020 0 / A 52

43 2 AZ 2008 PR / OX 24

43 5 AZ 2003 O / O 6

43 7 AZ 2003 OX / PR 7

43 8 AZ 2003 PW / PR 17

Edlin FSC Clark KBB HCP Area Pine Barrens HCV3 NO 1,949 No Shifting Mosaic Qualifies as HCV3 - Dean Edlin 2/12/2020 830.2.6

35 9 AZ 2015 OX / OX 57

38 11 AZ 2015 OX / OX 71

40 2 AZ 2012 O / O 99

Edlin FSC Clark Wildcat Mound Dry Cliff Community HCV1 NO 95 3 AZ 2012 OX / A 79 79 YES Passive Qualifies as HCV1 - Dean Edlin 2/6/2020 830.2.10
Community is listed within WNHI database 

6/24/2020

34 7 AWZ 2004 PW / MR 20

34 27 AWZ 2004 0 / MR 33

35 2 AC 2016 PW / OX 45

35 8 AZ 2016 SH / PW 34

95 2 - 2004 PW / MR 29

164 7 D 2011 KG 103

165 13 - 2016 KG 90

171 15 - 2002 KG 107

FSC Clark CCC Camp on Camp Globe Rd Cultural Site HCV6 NO 155 20 SZ 2019 PJ / PR 5 5 YES
Management limited to the suppression of threats to the 

forest
Qualifies as HCV6 - NHC HCV Presentation 3/30/2020 830.4.2

FSC Clark Lone Grave on Fisher Ave Cultural Site HCV6 NO 31 16 Z 2002 OX / PW 3 3 YES
Management limited to the suppression of threats to the 

forest
Qualifies as HCV6 - NHC HCV Presentation 3/30/2020 830.4.1

Edlin FSC Clark Eastern Hemlock Stand
Rare, threatened, or endangered 

ecosystem
NONE NO 56 1 AC 2017 H / H 5 5 YES  Clearcut scheduled for 2223 @ age 320 Qualifies as HCV1 - Dean Edlin 2/6/2020 830.2.4

HCV 1  - Dean Edlin confirmed 2/12/2020; 

2/27/2020 Rick would rather we drop this stand 

from HCV list due to the overall small area. Will 

still be recognized in the 15 year plan as an 

exceptional resource in some way.

167 13 D 2003 T / T 40

167 14 D 2003 SB 88

167 15 AD 2003 LM 33

167 17 A 2003 KG 131

87 7 - 2003 SB 373

87 8 - 2012 LBA 74

87 9 - 2012 KG 74

88 5 - 2015 KG 134

88 13 - 2003 T / KG 6

35 9 AZ 2015 OX / OX 11

38 11 AZ 2015 OX / OX 32

38 16 A 2016 O / O 6

40 2 AZ 2012 O / O 16

40 6 A 2017 GG 5

95 3 AZ 2012 OX / A 9

Edlin FSC Clark Sherwood Mounds Geological Significance NONE NO 8 3 AZ 2003 A / O 9 9 Yes Passive
Not HCVF, may still be in plan as locally significant geology - Dean Edlin 

2/12/2020
830.3.4

95 1 P 2012 PW / PR 8

95 13 - 2018 O / PW 5

95 14 AZ 2012 OX / A 8

95 21 A 2018 O / MR 5

E 1/2, SEC 24, T24N-R3W (TOWN OF HEWET) 320

Qualifies as HCV1 - Dean Edlin 2/6/2020 830.2.8

 2/12/2020:  Dean Edlin was told they would not 

likely have resources for survey work in 2020;  

6/11/2020 this area will be removed from the 

HCVF list as per Rick and John discussion. Areas 

are severely degraded and restoration will be 

unlikely. The areas will be referenced as unique 

79

Edlin FSC Clark Unnamed Mound # 2 Geological Significance NONE NO 26 YES Passive
Not HCVF, may still be in plan as locally significant geology - Dean Edlin 

2/12/2020
830.3.7

Edlin FSC Clark Remnant Oak Savannas
Rare, threatened, or endangered 

ecosystem
NONE NO YES Passive

YES257
The site will be managed as an ecological reference as a 

southern sedge meadow and black spruce swamp
Qualifies as HCV1 - Dean Edlin 2/12/2020 830.2.1

HCV 1  - Dean Edlin confirmed 2/12/2020; 

Community is listed within WNHI database 

*SEE CLARK COUNTY KBB SHCA FOR DETAILS

161

300Windy Run Marsh

Edlin FSC Clark Bald Peak Marsh
Southern Sedge Meadow, Black Spruce 

Bog
HCV1 NO

Edlin FSC Clark
White Pine / Red Maple 

Swamp

Central Poor Fen, little disturbance, 

scattered tamarack

YES

These stands can be manage passively or by implementing 

silviculture practices that mimic old-growth forest 

composition

Qualifies as HCV1 - Dean Edlin 2/6/2020
High Local biodiversity value and 

regionally imperiled community
HCV1 NO

HCV1 NO YES
The site will be managed as an ecological reference as a 

northern sedge meadow
Qualifies as HCV1 - Dean Edlin 2/6/2020Edlin FSC Clark

Bruce Mound Dry Cliff Community HCV1 NOEdlin FSC 54 Yes

FSC 830.2.2

830.3.1

Blue Swamp State Natural 

Area

Blue Swamp Diversity 

Maintenance Area
Clark

Clark HCV1 829YES

NO 490HCV1

2/12/2020:  Dean Edlin was told they would not 

likely have resources for survey work in 2020; 

State element rank of S2 and a global element 

rank of G3G4 6/24/2020

Community is listed within WNHI database 

6/24/2020

Community is listed within WNHI database 

6/24/2020

Community is listed within WNHI database 

6/24/2020

Qualifies as HCV1 - Dean Edlin 2/6/2020
See the SNA agreement and management plan in Chapter 

1000 for objectives

Managing the surrounding uplands to protect the water 

quality of the Blue Swamp SNA
Qualifies as HCV1 - Dean Edlin 2/6/2020

Passive

830.2.9

830.2.11

FSC

Edlin

Levis, Trow, and Unnamed #1 

Mound

Edlin

Community is listed within WNHI database 

6/24/2020
Edlin FSC Clark Dry Cliff Community HCV1 NO 227 YES

Passive Management with integrated single-track mountain 

bike trail system.
Qualifies as HCV1 - Dean Edlin 2/6/2020 830.2.7

Qualifies as HCV1 - Dean Edlin 2/12/2020 830.2.3Clark

Northern Sedge Meadow, little 

disturbance, Some hardwood stands

Acid peatland, central poor fen, northern 

wet forest

YES

YES

830.3.3

2/12/2020:  Dean Edlin was told they would not 

likely have resources for survey work in 2020; 

Likely not HCVF, may still be in plan as locally 

significant biodiversity

Edlin FSC Clark Iron Run Marsh Muskeg, Black Spruce Swamp NONE NO 292

Mentor Marsh Muskeg, Black Spruce Swamp NONE NO 661 YES Passive
Not enough detail in the area description to categorize as HVCF - Dean 

Edlin 2/6/2020

Migratory game bird refuge - no hunting for migratory game 

birds

Not HCVF, may still be in plan as locally significant biodiversity 

2/12/2020
825.6.2.2

*Areas that were listed as HCVF in the 2006-2020 Clark County 15 Year Comprehensive Land Use Plan that will have the designation removed in the 2021-2035 plan*

CLARK COUNTY FOREST - HCV AREAS
Parent Source: FSC site data 2010 by John Gritt (Spatial Data Sept 2009 / WisFIRS Data April 2010) Updated HCV designations 3/2015 (by Joe Schwantes).  SFI data 2010 (Spatial Data Sept 2009 / WisFIRS Data April 2010) by John Gritt.  (combined from Forestry spdshts by Zine, 28Jan2020)

Edlin FSC Clark WINX Migratory Bird Refuge
183 acres of Upland (57%) - A, O, MR, BW, 

PW - 137 acres of Lowland (43%) swamp 
NONE NO No

YES Passive
Not enough detail in the area description to categorize as HVCF - Dean 

Edlin 2/6/2020
830.2.5

2/12/2020:  Dean Edlin was told they would not 

likely have resources for survey work in 2020; 

Likely not HCVF, may still be in plan as locally 

significant biodiversity

Edlin FSC Clark
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The delineation of ecological management units is based on soil properties, current cover types, 
ecological function, and management potential

Ecological Management Units
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Overview of Management Unit Characteristics 

Management Unit 1       Productive Oak and Aspen  17,604 Acres 
The productive soils (sandy loams and loamy sands) of this unit are well suited to 
growing high quality oak sawlogs.  About half of the unit supports aspen, but measures to 
convert the sites to oak over time (oak TSI, oak leave trees, prescribed burn) could be 
worth while.  Both oak and big-tooth aspen could be grown on extended rotation to 
produce large diameter, higher value trees.  White pine is not as prolific here as it is 
elsewhere in the county forest due to competition from hardwoods on mesic and dry-
mesic upland sites.  There is good opportunity to manage for late succession forest 
species throughout this unit, but most notably along both (north and south) forks of the 
Eau Claire River and its tributaries.  Currently there is a +/- 300’ no-cut buffer along a 
portion of the N. Fork with very high biodiversity due to its topography and variable soil 
composition.  Management objectives should enhance the presence of mature forest and 
high levels of biodiversity.   

Management Unit 2          Varied Forest Habitat   42,987 Acres 
This is a large, diverse unit with a variety of soils and a variety of timber types.  This unit 
is dominated by aspen (currently providing early successional habitat), but also supports 
high quality stands oak.  In some areas there are large patches of similar aged timber, in 
others there is abundant “edge” habitat - these are “soft” edges that come and go as 
adjacent timber matures and is harvested.  Management at the stand level will continue in 
this unit with focus on timber production, habitat for game species, and encouraging 
aspen and oak timber types on appropriate sites.

Management Unit 3        Pine Barrens   4,844 Acres 
Soils of this unit are generally sandy.  This unit encompasses a pine barrens ecosystem.  
It has the highest concentration of conifers of any management unit in the Clark County 
Forest.  Red and white pine will be grown on 70-80 year rotations in lands included in the 
Karner Blue Butterfly (KBB) Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP); jack pine will be grown 
to age 45.  At the time of final harvest, many red pine plantations will be converted to 
jack pine (or mixed pine with a heavy component of jack pine).  The presence of many 
species unique to barrens habitat contributes to the overall biodiversity of the Clark 
County Forest.  Unfortunately, this same habitat appears to be very vulnerable to invasion 
by non-native plants.  Management of this unit should create and enhance high quality 
barrens habitat on a shifting mosaic strategy that perpetually maintains some amount of 
Karner Blue Butterfly habitat. 

Management Unit 4   Aspen / Oak / Pine   23,268 Acres 
Unit 4 encompasses an area of well-drained sand-loam soils with the potential of 
supporting stands of high quality red oak and red pine.  It also contains somewhat poorly 
and poorly drained sandy soils suitable for managing good quality stands of white pine 
and red maple.  Currently 46% of this unit is occupied by aspen.  Vegetation management 
goals will reduce the area of aspen cover type and increase the area dedicated to growing 
quality oak.  When thinned, big-tooth aspen can be grown to extended rotation age to 
produce higher bolt yields. Opportunity to manage for late successional and structurally 
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developed habitat exists in and around large patches of mature timber – most notably in 
and around the one remnant stand of hemlock within this unit.  Management will 
generally favor oak and pine sawlog production, and should include pre-commercial 
silvicultural treatments.  Efforts will be taken to create and maintain large patches of 
similar habitat and enhance existing late succession habitat. 
 
Management Unit 5   Mixed Coniferous Forest  18,247 Acres 
Soils are generally sandy with a variety of moisture regimes, or peat.  This unit is 
dominated by coniferous and mixed forest of a variety of ages and horizontal structure.  
Jack pine on poorly drained soils and white pine management will be a main focus in this 
unit.  Natural red pine will likely decrease as it is cut from wet sites.  Management within 
this unit will continue to favor conifers.  
 
Management Unit 6   Long-lived Pine / Oak  8,979 Acres 
The dominant soil type in this unit is well-drained sands, but poorly drained mineral and 
organic soils are also present.  This unit is characterized by its large patch size and high 
concentration of oak, white pine and red pine, as well as a high concentration of silent 
sport recreation use.  Management will focus on increasing the size and value of trees 
within this unit.  Because of these attributes, this management unit offers high potential to 
manage for late succession species.  Wet sites will be considered as reserve areas for 
biodiversity purposes, and extended rotation will be seriously considered throughout this 
unit.  A concerted effort will be taken to minimize fragmentation of existing large patches 
of mid-late succession forest, and to enhance the quality of existing habitat. 
 
Management Unit 7  Early Succession Deciduous Forest  16,914 Acres 
Soils are loamy, and tend to be poorly drained.  Where soil drainage is good, high quality 
oak and pine stands can be found/grown.  Young aspen dominates this area, but red 
maple and oak (generally black and white) are consistent components of nearly every 
stand.  White pine and jack pine are more prevalent stand components in the west half of 
this unit.  There are large sedge meadows throughout this area that offer unique wetland 
habitat.  Natural and man-made “edge” habitat is abundant throughout this management 
unit and will continue to be present in the future.  Much of this area will be managed for 
pulp production and early successional aspen dominated habitat.  Pine and oak stands will 
be managed to produce sawlogs - with little emphasis on late successional habitat.  
Because of the generally high level of tree diversity in each stand, much opportunity 
exists to create (horizontal) structural diversity at the stand level.  
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Introduction 
 
This forest management plan for the Clark County Forest attempts to balance ecological 
and socioeconomic considerations.  It divides the forest into seven distinct management 
units.  The delineation of units is based on management potential, as identified through 
analysis of soil properties, ecological function, and current cover types.  Management 
units range in size from 4,844 acres (unit 3) up to 42,987 acres (unit 2).  Specific 
strategies for achieving individual management unit goals are detailed in separate 
chapters for each ecological management unit.   
 
This is a long-term management plan with long-range goals; however, this plan can be 
reviewed periodically.  If reviewed periodically, changes can be made if they are not 
achieving desired objectives or if management goals change.  Major revisions and 
additions to the plan will require approval of the Forestry and Parks Committee. 
 
This plan is not meant to be a protocol.  Each stand is unique, and therefore the 
management prescriptions outlined in each unit description should serve only as a guide 
outlining possible techniques and identifying a larger, unit wide goal.  The objective for 
each unit is not to create one continuous stand of the same size and structure; but rather, it 
is to maintain enough similarly structured habitat in close proximity to each other in order 
to support stable, self-sustaining populations of flora and fauna.  Forced site conversion 
using artificial regeneration should be evaluated on a case-by-case basis.  Appropriate 
tree species may be planted where natural regeneration fails to adequately stock the site.   
     
This management guide attempts to strike a balance of socioeconomic and ecological 
interests.  Forest productivity is central to the mission of the Clark County Forest and this 
objective is considered throughout this plan.  Land managers can find ways to balance 
economic and ecological goals while still following these guidelines.  For example, a 
retention island can serve multiple purposes such as wildlife habitat, riparian 
management zone, and or aesthetic buffer.  Likewise, leaving poor quality or poorly 
formed leave trees versus high quality trees often leads to improved habitat as poor 
quality/formed trees are more likely to develop into den or nesting trees while still 
providing benefits such as mast production. 
 
Diversity is a major underlying goal of this plan.  The plan targets ecological stability and 
sustainability.  This plan attempts to increase diversity of species and communities by 
manipulating forest cover.  The manipulation of timber types and stand age structure 
using timber harvesting is one tool that allows us to achieve this goal.  By increasing the 
heterogeneity of the stand’s overstory, one may render a more diverse understory and, in 
turn, a greater array of fauna. 
 
It is important for all members of the land management team to clearly communicate 
management intentions to one another to ensure follow-through of intended action.  If, 
for operational reasons, management intentions are altered by a team member during 
implementation of the plan the changes should be communicated to the team and 
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documented in the project folder for future reference.  Each member of the land 
management team is responsible for the realization of this plan’s goals.  Having all 
members of the land management team on the same page in terms of management 
intentions allows for individual creativity and reduces the need for oversight.  
 
Advantages of using this management approach include: 

 Clear direction for timber and wildlife management activities 
 Provide an approach for efficient, cost-effective means of comprehensive wildlife 

management (at a variety of scales) 
 Being proactive to better position the forestry department for both anticipated and 

unexpected issues and events 
 Potential to improve the quality of wood products produced and increase overall 

forest productivity  
 

Property Wide Management Goals 
 
There are a number of forest-wide goals that apply to all management units.  These goals 
are listed below rather than in each separate unit chapter.  This plan does not intend to 
address every compatible public use of the forest.  Failure to mention a particular 
permitted use of the forest below, or elsewhere in this plan, is not meant to exclude that 
activity.   
 

 Produce a sustainable flow of timber products: 
o Minimize area removed from forest production.  Carefully plan and 

construct woods road systems to be narrow and efficient.  Avoid 
duplication and construct new roads so that they can be used to access 
more than just one stand.   

o Regulate stand age class distribution to produce a steady annual 
harvest rate.  In the years preceding and following a surge or lull in 
timber harvests of a particular species, cut some timber stands a few years 
early or late in an effort to even out the age class distribution of that 
species.     

   
 Maintain game populations and hunting opportunities: 

o Incorporate forest management strategies that improve game habitat.  
Favor retention islands or scattered leave trees that produce mast, which is 
a food source for a variety of game species whenever practical. Leave 
riparian management zones where appropriate that act as natural corridors 
between forest habitats. 

o Support sustainable populations of game animals and offer public 
hunting opportunities.  Maintain a variety of timber types, age classes, 
and stand sizes.  Maintain a system of roads and trails for public access. 

o Monitor forest impacts by game species.  Include and document browse 
surveys as part of the regeneration survey process.  Cooperate with state 
and educational agencies conducting wildlife population and/or health 
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studies in and around the County Forest.  Provide feedback to game 
managers as it relates to observed impacts to the forest by game species.     

 
 Provide recreational opportunities: 

o Continue to offer public camping, hunting, fishing, hiking, boating, trail 
riding, and other outdoor recreation opportunities.  

 
 Enhance and maintain biodiversity and site quality: 

o Maintain populations of existing native vascular plants.  Manage for a 
variety of tree species and stand conditions.  Encourage natural 
regeneration.  Timing and intensity of human disturbances should 
generally mimic natural disturbance regimes.  Limit conversion of forest 
to non-forest. 

o Maintain den trees and mast trees.  Leave wildlife/retention islands or 
scattered, large diameter trees that benefit wildlife, preferably oaks, in 
regeneration harvests.  Leave uncut buffer strips along waterways in 
accordance with the Wisconsin Forestry Best Management Practices 
(BMP) for Water Quality field manual.  Encourage loggers to leave 
standing dead trees.  

o Review NHI species records prior to treatment and manage in a 
considerate manner.  Identify which species tracked by the NHI are 
known to occur or likely to occur in treatment areas.  Determine what 
steps can be taken to minimize impacts of the treatment, and incorporate 
those steps into the forestry prescription.  

o Protect and enhance unique forest types and high conservation value 
forests.  Implement management recommendations outlined for each 
ecological management unit.  Work with area DNR biologists / ecologists 
to further define and identify areas of high conservation, and the needs of 
those areas.  

o Incorporate Wisconsin’s Forestland Woody Biomass Harvesting 
Guidelines (BHG).  Limit the impacts of harvesting woody biomass on 
biodiversity conservation, soil nutrient depletion, physical properties of 
the soil, and water quality. 

o Maintain and increase the amount of organic matter in upland soils.  
Minimize erosion and compaction during harvest.  Allow sufficient time 
for litter layers to recover between disturbances.  Grow productive, fully 
stocked stands of timber.  

o Maintain healthy populations of soil fungi – especially mycorrhizal 
species.  Protect the soil litter layer.  Quickly reforest harvested areas.  
Encourage a diversity of tree species at the stand level.    

o Maintain favorable decomposition rates in the litter layer and 
minimize nutrient leaching.  Encourage a diversity of tree species at the 
stand level,  maintain slash on the harvest site in accordance with the 
Wisconsin Forestland Woody BHG field manual, minimize the intensity 
of site disturbance unless disturbance is being applied to achieve a desired 
silvicultural goal, and quickly reforest disturbed sites.     
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o Minimize soil compaction and stirring during logging operations.  
Require frozen or dry ground conditions to operate logging equipment 
when site conditions warrant such requirements.  Use low ground pressure 
equipment or other techniques, such as timber mats, if proper application 
will allow operations to continue.  Encourage equipment operators to drive 
on top of slash throughout entire sale area.    

 
 Control erosion and protect water quality: 

o Control erosion on roads and slopes & protect surface and ground 
water quality. Follow and apply appropriate best management practices 
from the Wisconsin Forestry BMPs for Water Quality field manual during 
timber sale establishment and timber sale administration. 

 
 Control exotic invasive plants: 

o Avoid the introduction and establishment of invasive non-native 
plants.  Take measures to minimize vectors of dispersal.  Limit vehicular 
access to habitats highly susceptible to intrusion by invasive plants. 
Encourage contractors to comply with Wisconsin Forestry BMPs for 
invasive species.  

 
Exotic invasive plants native to Europe and Asia are showing up within the 
County Forest. Following introduction, these aggressive perennial weeds become 
established quickly. Once established, they out compete and displace native flora 
using a variety of survival strategies. They often lack natural predators and 
diseases, which serve to control their populations in native environments. These 
plants can reduce forest productivity, damage wildlife habitat, degrade 
ecosystems, and impede natural and artificial regeneration. 
 
Since 2003, Clark County has surveyed high-risk areas of the county forest for 
invasive plants. Hundreds of occurrences have been documented and new sites are 
discovered annually. Nearly every documented invasive occurrence is associated 
with human vectors and is generally concentrated in high use recreational areas 
and along ATV trails. A short list of invasive species that have been found on the 
Clark County Forest includes:  leafy spurge, spotted knapweed, Japanese 
honeysuckle, Japanese knotweed, glossy buckthorn, and garlic mustard. 
 
Swift, deliberate action is necessary to prevent the spread and further colonization 
of the County Forest by exotic invasive plants. The County intends to continue an 
aggressive approach to invasive species control in hopes of reducing the cost of 
treatment, reducing the size of the area impacted by herbicides, and increasing the 
likelihood of success. 
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Property Wide Timber Sale Guidelines 
 

In addition to the individual management unit strategies, property wide guidelines for 
establishing timber harvests are outlined below.  These property wide forest 
management guidelines align very well with all individual unit goals.  The following 
timber sale guidelines apply to all Clark County Forest timber sales: 
 

All Timber Sales – Thinning and Rotation 
 
1. Live den trees should be intentionally retained in both regeneration cuts and 

thinnings.  These den trees should be of a variety of species and contain cavities 
of different sizes including open seems.  Den trees can be preserved individually 
or within islands.  Den trees that produce mast or are an uncommon species are 
especially desirable to retain.  When marking thinnings, intentionally leave some 
den trees unmarked:  as a general practice, remove cavity-possessing trees that are 
directly competing with crop trees and retain those that are not.  

 
2. In addition to retaining live den trees, standing dead “snag” trees should also be 

left uncut.  Encourage loggers to leave dead trees standing whenever possible. 
 

3. Wisconsin’s Forestry Best Management Practices for Water Quality, as published 
by the WDNR, will be applied to all timber sales.      

 
Rotation and Regeneration Harvests 

 
1. No regeneration cuts will be established unless adjacent stands are fully stocked 

with regeneration that is at least 5 feet in height and 3 years old or older.  
Exceptions can be made if the adjacent timber is more than 10 years over mature.  
Where this occurs buffer zones, individual leave trees, and/or islands will be 
incorporated into the sale design to facilitate the harvest. 

 
2. Follow the Clark County Green Tree Retention policy.  If necessary, deviations 

from the retention policy should be clearly explained in the timber sale or project 
narrative.  Harvest units should have irregular shaped boundaries. Harvest units 
that are greater than ten-acres in size should have a minimum of one retention 
island, left uncut.  Leaving retention islands is optional for regeneration harvests 
of less than 10 acres.  Retention islands should be comprised mainly of long-lived 
trees and preferably with some component of the dominant stand cover type and a 
suggested minimum size of 0.1 to 2.0 acres. 
 

3. Where scattered oaks are present and the crown cover of the residual oak will be 
more than 3% and less than 15% crown cover, “Leave All Oak” cutting 
designations can be used in place of or in addition to retention islands.  “Leave 
All Oak” cutting specs should include language to avoid retention of suppressed 
oak trees, for example “Leave all oak >10” dbh”.  Additional retention of 
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scattered individual trees is encouraged if this will better achieve management 
goals. 

 
4. When silvicultural goals will not be negatively impacted, retain scattered large 

diameter trees either by leaving all oak 20 inches DBH (diameter at breast height) 
and larger uncut or by marking scattered individual wildlife trees.  Exceptions 
will be made for oak final harvests and other sales containing significant volumes 
of high value oak larger than 20 inches DBH. 
 

5. Due to local market limitations for pine logs greater than 20” diameter, when 
white pine stands reach an average DBH of 20” they should be evaluated and 
scheduled for final rotation and regeneration regardless of age except in EMU 6 
or unless being managed for an ecological purpose in other compartments. Large 
diameter pine can be left uncut as individually marked or designated retention 
trees when appropriate. 

 
Oak Rotation Harvest and Regeneration (Shelterwood System) 

 
1. As oak stands near rotation age, the management focus will change from 

maintenance of tree vigor and stand growth to the focus of regeneration.  In 
situations where oak regeneration is not present, but desired, shelterwood harvests 
are one technique that may be used to encourage oak regeneration.  Implementing 
prescribed burns, herbicides, mechanical release, or scarification in combination 
with a shelterwood harvest may increase the density of oak seedlings.  Timing 
these treatments with a good acorn crop is critical for success.  The WI DNR 
Silviculture Handbook has more information about regenerating oak.   

 
2. When there is adequate oak regeneration established beneath an overstory of 

mature oak, a final harvest will be conducted with the goal of releasing oak 
regeneration.   

 
Thinnings 
 

1. Residual stocking levels should fall between the “A level” and “B level” as 
defined for each species in the WI DNR Silviculture Handbook.  When 
appropriate, small understory trees can be retained to shade trunks and minimize 
stress of the residual stand resulting from a reduction in stocking/crown closure. 

 
2. Thinnings should utilize a marked cut or marked leave tree scheme that maintains 

multiple tree species in the overstory and discriminates against trees based on 
crop tree release, risk, vigor, quality, and spacing rather than species.  Carefully 
marking forest stands will have lasting results in terms of stand quality and health.  
The WI DNR Silviculture Handbook provides information regarding tree 
selection and other considerations related to thinning stands. 
 

3000-11



3. Within pine plantations, consider retaining scattered large-diameter hardwood 
trees (either as individual trees or in patches/islands) where impact on pine crop 
trees is minimal.  This practice will help achieve mast production and den tree 
retention goals within these stands.   
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Clark County Forest 

Green Tree Retention Guidelines (GTR) 

 

Reserve Trees 

Reserve trees are living tree, >5 inches dbh, retained after the regeneration period under even-aged or two-aged 

silvicultural systems. They are retained well beyond stand rotation, and for purposes other than regeneration. They may 

be harvested eventually or retained to complete their natural lifespan (becoming a snag and then coarse woody debris). 

Reserve trees can be dispersed uniformly or irregularly, as single trees or aggregated groups or retention islands, or any 

mixture thereof. Synonyms include standards, legacy trees, and green tree retention.  

A legacy tree is a specific type of reserve tree that is usually older (past typical rotation age) and sometimes a remnant 

of a previous stand. Legacy trees may not be present in some stands, depending on management and disturbance 

history. These trees are individual old trees that function as refuges or provide other important structural habitat values. 

Legacy trees are meant to provide long term ecological benefits and are generally kept in perpetuity. 

The characteristics of desirable reserve trees are highly variable and depend on the intended benefits, the species 

present, stand condition, and site. Desired compositional and structural attributes may be present when trees are 

selected and stands are rotated, or additional time may be required for development.  

Typical characteristics of desirable individual reserve trees (either scattered or within retention islands) include: 

 Large size (tree height, diameter, crown dimensions) for the species and site. 

-If large trees are lacking, then potential future large trees can be selected.  

 Older Trees with large size and rough bark. 

 A mix of vigorous trees and decadent trees  

- Vigorous of long-lived species can enable long-term retention and potentially yield a variety of benefits.  

- Decadent trees can provide current and future cavity trees, as well as future snags and down coarse woody 

debris. 

 A mix of species, including locally uncommon species and mast trees.  

The development and maintenance of large structures (vigorous trees, cavity trees, snags and down woody debris) 

and species diversity is typically encouraged.  

Generally, poor candidates for individual reserve trees include: 

 Relatively small (height, diameter, crown) suppressed to intermediate trees.  

 Relatively young trees within the stand. 

These smaller, younger trees are retained in reserve groups and retention islands along with larger, older trees.  

Exceptions to these typically desirable and generally poor reserve tree characteristics will occur.  

Benefits of Reserve Tree Retention 

Silvicultural practices are designed to manipulate vegetation to achieve management objectives. At its foundation, 

silvicultural is based on understanding and working with ecological processes. Silvicultural practices that more closely 

emulate natural disturbance and stand development processes are more likely to sustain a wide array of forest benefits. 
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Most natural disturbance regimes and events retain compositional and structural legacies in heterogeneous patterns 

and create ecological complexity. Silvicultural practices that develop and maintain reserve trees in managed stands can 

enable the promotion of ecological complexity-composition, structure, and pattern.  

The retention of the reserve trees can provide a “lifeboat” function that contributes to the conservation of biological 

diversity. These structures facilitate the perpetuation of some biota (plant and animal species and genotypes) on site.  

They also perpetuate habitat for re-colonization and occupation. They can improve landscape connectivity, facilitating 

the movement of some organisms. Reserve trees influence reorganization and recovery processes in post disturbance 

ecosystems; they can sustain functional roles and modify the post-disturbance environment. 

The actual benefits achieved through the retention of reserve trees can be variable, depending on such factors as 

landscape composition and structure, stand composition and structure, site, retention design, and management 

objectives.  

Some specific potential benefits include: 

 Timber Production 

- Reserve high quality trees for future harvest 

- Perpetuation of tree species diversity 

 Wildlife and Plant Habitat 

- Cover 

- Cavity (den) and nest trees 

- Display locations 

- Food (foraging and hunting) 

- Future snags and down woody debris (coarse and fine) 

- Habitat diversity 

- Protect special habitat 

- Travel corridors 

 Aesthetics 

- Limit line of vision 

- Break up “clear cut” look 

- Retain visually unique trees 

- Provide diversity in future stand 

 Water and Soil Quality 

- Reduce run-off 

- Reduce erosion 

- Maintain water and nutrient cycles 

 Miscellaneous 

- Buffer adjacent stands 

- Protect cultural resources 

- Landmarks, such as marker trees and witness trees 

 Potential Costs of Reserve Tree Retention 

The retention of reserve trees in actively managed stands can provide ecological benefits desired by landowners and 

society. However, there are also costs and trade-offs. The primary potential cost is reduced timber yield at stand-level. 

Also, retention can result in less available habitat for some wildlife species, particularly those that prefer open, treeless 
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habitat. However, impacts on long-term forest ecosystem sustainability and productivity are uncertain; current 

understanding suggests that the maintenance of ecological complexity will more likely sustain long-term productivity.  

Some specific potential costs include: 

 Potential additional operational costs to manage reserve tree retention 

 Potential for reduced timber growth rates by larger, older trees 

 Potential for reduced short-term stand-level timber yields by foregoing harvest of some trees 

 Potential for epicormic branching 

 Potential for stem and crown damage during stand harvest 

 Potential for crown dieback and mortality following harvest 

 Potential for wind-throw, particularly on wet or shallow soils, or for shallow rooted species  

 Potential damage to younger stand if reserve trees are harvested during mid-rotation 

 Reduce growth rates of regeneration occurring beneath reserve trees 

 Potential site for pathogen breeding and maintenance 

 Potential for reduced habitat for or increased predation of certain wildlife species 

Consideration for Reserve Tree Retention 

Reserve over-story trees will shade portions of a newly developing stand. Increased numbers of dispersed reserve trees 

and trees with larger and denser crowns will cause more shading. Furthermore, reserve tree crowns can expand over 

time, increasing shading effects. Shading by reserve trees potentially can reduce growth within portions of newly 

developing established even-aged stands. The point at which growth reductions become significant depends on a variety 

of factors, including: stand management objectives (for reserve trees and young trees), growth rates and potential 

development of reserve trees, growth rate and shade tolerance of species comprising the new stand, site quality, 

understory competition and potential damaging agents. In general, to promote optimum growth of established even-

aged stands of reproduction, (nearly) full sunlight is preferred. Under even-aged management systems, when objectives 

include the retention of reserve trees beyond the regeneration establishment phase, crown cover of <20% generally (for 

most species and conditions) will not significantly reduce vigor, growth and development of most of the developing 

stand. If reserve trees are dispersed and are expected to survive and grow, crown cover will increase over time; 15% 

crown cover is a generally recommended maximum for dispersed retention at final rotation. If reserve trees are 

aggregated, then shading impacts will be reduced; total crown cover retained could be greater, and will depend on stand 

management objectives.  

Excessive shading may also be a concern when regenerating shade intolerant species in small stands or in narrowly 

linear stands, surrounded by relatively mature forest. In such cases, it may be necessary to retain fewer reserve trees. 

Alternatively, there may be opportunities to redesign stand boundaries creating a larger stand with increased 

opportunities for internal tree retention.  

Reserve tree retention is a generally recommended silvicultural practice for stands >10 acres. It is encouraged in smaller 

stands, but operational, shading, and other biological issues may limit application.  

Insect and disease issues and potential impacts on tree health should be another consideration in reserve tree selection 

and design. Regeneration methods are designed to foster the vigor of the regenerating stand. Although the imminent 

mortality of some reserve trees may be desirable or acceptable, typically some vigorous trees will be retained with the 

expectation of continued growth and survival (perhaps for a long time). When regenerating a stand and retaining 

reserve trees, potential risks to a tree health should be evaluated, and methods implemented to reduce risks while 
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achieving stand management objectives. In most cases, well designed regeneration and retention strategies can 

minimize the risks; however, stand and site conditions may limit options in some cases. Refer to the cover type chapters 

in the WI DNR Silviculture Handbook and forest Pest Management Guidelines at the end of each chapter to 

appropriately consider and address insect and disease risks when selecting and designing regeneration methods and 

reserve tree retention for a specific stand and site.  

 

Two examples of how insect and disease considerations can influence reserve tree selection and design: 

 Red Pine: Retaining red pine reserve trees when regenerating a new red pine stand may significantly increase 

the risk of Sirococcus and Diplodia incidences within the young stand. This risk is highly variable geographically; 

where experience has shown the risk to be significant, then retaining red pine reserve trees over red pine 

regeneration would be poor silviculture. In such cases, retain other species (e.g. oak) as reserve trees if 

available, if not available, then it may not be possible to retain reserve trees as generally recommended, but 

consider including representation of other species as part of stand regeneration to provide increased options 

for future managers. Red pine can be an excellent reserve tree when regenerating other species (e.g. aspen or 

oak).  

 Jack pine: In general, retaining jack pine reserve trees when regenerating a new jack pine stand is not 

recommended, because of the risk of budworm outbreaks. When regenerating the jack pine, other species (e.g. 

oak) should be retained as reserve trees if available. Jack pine can be retained as as a reserve tree when 

regenerating other species.  

Representation of reserve trees can range from none to many. If silviculture is to simulate, to some extent, natural 

disturbance processes, then most actively managed stands should include some level of structural retention. To 

accomplish general sustainable forestry goals that include multiple stand management objectives, recommended 

representation could typically range from 3-15% of stand area or crown cover. In some stands, particularly intensively 

managed single objective stands ( e.g. maximize short-term economic returns, maximize pulp production, or maximize 

populations of wildlife species that prefer completely open, treeless habitat), land managers may choose to not retain 

reserve trees. For example, if a significant investment of time and/or money is needed to establish regeneration and 

that effort is successful, the land manager can choose to leave fewer reserve trees than recommended or choose not to 

leave any reserve trees and fully release the newly established seedlings that were heavily invested in. In some stands, 

with appropriate species and site characteristics, where the optimization of tree vigor and timber quantity and quality is 

a minor concern, adaptive silvicultural practices that retain 20-60% cover could be considered by the land manager. It is 

recommended that the sound reasons and expected impacts be documented when the decision is to retain reserve 

trees at less than or greater than the recommended level of 3-15% of stand area or crown cover.  

Distribution of reserve trees can be evenly or irregularly dispersed individuals, groups, and retention islands.  

Retention in aggregated patches (retention/wildlife islands) generally provide the most benefits, including: 

 islands of habitat that maintain forest floor, understory plants, and vertical structure within the island, and 

increase compositional and structural diversity, 

 more heterogeneity across the stand, 

 less damage to retain trees during harvesting operations, and  

 less impact on regeneration in stand matrix.  
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Islands of retention should consider retention of large trees, cavity trees, and snags within the retention islands.  

Retention islands can be thinned during the even-aged rotational harvest of the matrix; however, retention of un-

thinned retention islands potentially provides the greatest benefit. Retention islands can be located to complement 

other management objectives or respond to stand conditions; for example, retention islands can be located in riparian 

management zones, to provide connectivity between stands and to protect sensitive sites (e.g. cliff faces and vernal 

pools) or endangered resources. Retention islands should be >0.1 acres and generally <2.0 acres, but can be larger; 

retention islands, particularly large ones, should be documented as retention islands.  

 

Retention of evenly dispersed individual trees also provides unique benefits, including: 

 increased retention of  large trees 

 wide distribution of structural benefits (large trees, snags, and coarse woody debris) and seed sources.  

 

Retention of irregularly dispersed individual trees and small groups provides another strategy; this one can be 

particularly useful to develop feathered edges to stands and reduce abrupt transitions and edge effects. 

 

The general recommended strategy is to retain irregularly distributed retention islands along with scattered groups and 

individuals. 

 

 

Patch sizes for retention and approximate dimensions (circular and square) 

Area (acres) Diameter (feet) Square (feet) 

0.1 74 66 x 66 

0.25 118 104 x 104 

0.5 167 148 x 148 

0.75 204 181 x 181 

1.0 236 209 x 209 

1.5 288 256 x 256 

2.0 333 295 x 295 

 

Stand representation and spatial distribution patterns of reserve trees can be highly variable. The goal of heterogeneity 

of conditions indicates a wide array of retention strategies. Retention design, including amount to retain, species, and 

distribution, can enable the production of increased benefits and minimize potential costs. Criteria to consider when 

determining desired representation and distribution include: landowner goals, and stand management objectives, current 

and desired stand and community condition, characteristics of current and desired plant and animal species, potential 

damaging agents, site, and landscape characteristics. Detailed landscape analysis and planning that clearly addresses the 

sustainable allocation of resources, including the production of timber and the conservation of biodiversity, can improve 

upon stand-based management guidelines (such as those offered herein). 
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Recommendations for Retention in Managed Stand: Reserve Trees, Mast Trees, Cavity Trees, and Snags 

Sustainable forest management is implemented within a framework defined by landowner goals and objectives, 

ecosystem condition and potential, and sustainable silvicultural systems and practices. Forests are cultivated to provide a 

variety of socioeconomic and ecological benefits. Sustainable forest management integrates multiple management goals 

and objectives into most silvicultural systems and the management of most stands and landscapes.  

Most stands that are actively managed include timber production as a management goal (often in concert with other 

goals). Tree retention typically focuses on crop tree selection and regeneration methods. To satisfy multiple objectives 

and provide multiple benefits, retain additional trees to achieve non-timber management objectives. Integrate the 

following recommendations for tree and snag retention into the management of most forest stands: 

 

 Even-aged rotations 

- Retain >3 (if available), preferably large, snags per acre. 

- Retain reserve trees and/or retention islands at 3-15% crown cover or stand area, including large vigorous 

trees, mast trees, and cavity trees. Reserve tree retention is a generally recommended silvicultural 

practice for stands >10 acres. It is encouraged in smaller stands, but operational, shading and other 

biological issues may limit application.  

 Even-aged intermediate treatments: 

- Retain >3 (if available), preferably large, snags per acre. 

- Retain >3 (if available), preferably large, cavity trees per acre. 

- Retain >3 (if available), preferably large, mast trees per acre. 

- If previously established, manage reserve trees and retention islands. Management may include timber harvesting 

or passive retention. Consider retaining >3 trees per acre to develop into large, old trees and to complete their 

natural lifespan. These trees may also satisfy cavity and mast tree recommendations. These trees will often become 

large snags and coarse woody debris.   

 Uneven-aged systems 

- Retain >3 (if available), preferably large, snags per acre. 

- Retain >3 (if available), preferably large, cavity trees per acre. 

- Retain >3 (if available), preferably large, mast trees per acre. 

- Consider retaining >3 trees per acre to develop into large, old trees to complete their natural lifespan. These trees 

may also satisfy cavity and mast tree recommendations. These trees will often become large snags and coarse woody 

debris.  

In cases where these recommendations for retention are not applied, then sound reasons and expected impacts of 

deviation should be documented.  

 

When applying retention recommendations, be sure to consider: 

 Retention will occur at the “Harvest Unit” level. Harvest Unit is defined in the stands within a timber sale. RMZ or 

Z prefix stands occurring within or adjacent to the Harvest Unit can provide retention opportunities. Retention 

will be encouraged in stands 10 acres in size or less that are managed as even-aged, but will not be required.  

 Harvest units that are greater than ten-acres in size should have a minimum of one retention island, left uncut. 

 Individual trees can provide multiple benefits and fulfill the intent of more than one of the above 

recommendations.  For example, three large oak trees with cavities could satisfy the mast tree and cavity tree 

recommendations, as well as the large, old tree consideration.  
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 Retention of both vigorous and decadent trees will be provided an array of benefits. 

 In general, species diversity is encouraged when selecting trees to retain. 

 Large trees and snags are >12 inches dbh, and preferably >18 inches dbh.  

 Trees retained can be scattered uniformly throughout a stand or irregularly dispersed, as single trees, groups, and 

retention islands. The general recommendation strategy is to retain irregularly distributed retention islands along 

with scattered groups and individuals.  

 Retention in aggregated retention islands generally provides the most benefits for wildlife and biodiversity. Also, 

retention islands retained can satisfy multiple benefits; for example, at stand rotation, an internal or adjacent 

unharvested buffer along a stream (RMZ) could provide a portion of reserve tree retention as well as satisfy BMP 

(water quality) recommendations. Retention islands should be >0.1 acres and generally >2.0, but can be larger, 

reserve tree retention islands, particularly large ones, should be documented as retention retention islands. 

 Harvesting of reserve trees may occur in the future or may be forgone to achieve other benefits. Retain reserve 

trees for at least one-half the minimum rotation age of the new stand (e.g. retain reserve trees at least 20-25 

years if regenerating aspen). Consider retaining some trees into large, old trees and to complete their natural 

lifespan; these trees will often become large cavity trees, snags, and coarse woody debris. 

 Retain as many snags as possible. Retention of snag diversity (species and size) can potentially provide the greatest 

array of benefits. Snags that are determined to be a threat to humane safety can be cut and retained on site as 

coarse woody debris. 

 Clearly designate, in writing and/or by marking, which trees should be retained prior to any cutting operations.  

3000-19



EMU Success Measures 2004 Status 2019 Status Achieved (Y/N)

1 5"+ DBH timber expressed in acreage - increasing 7,275 11,771 Yes

1 Decrease acreage supporting timber less than 20 yeas old 5,034 2,472 Yes

1 Presence of focal species Missing 2 Missing 1? Yes

1 Acreage of oak - stable or increasing 3,576 4,085 Yes

9"+ DBH 3,576 acres 4,862 Yes

12,649 MBF 32,099 Yes

2 Presence of focal species All Present All Present Yes

2 Acreage of Aspen - stable or increasing 24,288 22,839 No

2 Acreage of Jack Pine - stable or increasing 515 665 Yes

3 Increase acreage occupied by lupine and/or KBB 249 262 Yes

3 Increase acreage of jack pine 820 908 Yes

3 Increase or stable acreage of burned in the last five years 41 0 No

3 Decrease acreage of invasive plants 45 ? Likely No

3 Presence of focal species All Present All Present Yes

4 5"+ DBH timber expressed in acreage - increasing 7,208 10,086 Yes

4 Decrease acreage supporting timber less than 20 yeas old 4,954 2,773 Yes

4 Continue Presence or expansion of ranges of focal species All Present **Missing 1 or 2 No

4 Decrease area supporting invasive species 5 ? Likely No

9"+ DBH 2,331 acres 4,089 Yes

11,851 MBF 24,561 Yes

5 Total acreage of coniferous stands - increasing 7,449 8,979 Yes

5
Total acreage of deciduous stands with coniferous secondary cover type 

- increasing or stable
2,246 1,436 No

5 Presence of focal species Missing 1 **Missing 5 No

5 Decrease acreage of invasive plants 10 ? Likely No

<20 yo 8,422 ac 5,006

20-49 yo 2,641 ac 7,817

50+ yo 6,782 ac 4,393

6 5"+ DBH timber expressed in acreage - increasing 5,897 4,332 No

6 Presence of focal species All Present **Missing 6 No

6 Absence of Spotted knapweed and other invasive species <1 acre >1 acre No

9"+ DBH 1,360 acres 2,650 Yes

7,081 MBF 18,246 Yes

6 Decrease acreage of early successional habitat <20 yo 1,754 ac 2,048 No

7 Area occupied by invasive plants - stable No Invasives Invasives Present No

7 % of management unit supoorting 0-10 yo deciduous forest - above 10% 34% ~8% No

7 Presence of focal species All Present All Present Yes

7 Acreage of Sedge meadow mowed or burned - increasing 0 0 No

**During the 2019 revision no records were found indicating who documented the focal species in 2005. For the 2019 revision, the 

National Heritage Inventory and Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas websites were used to determine if focal species were present. If not 

identified on those websites, their presence was not assumed for.

~The historical age structure of aspen in this EMU lead to much of it being harvested in the 1990s and early 2000's, the department will 

take advantage of harvesting stands early when feasible to better regulate the aspen covertype in this EMU over time.

Clark County Forestry & Parks

2005 Ecological Management Plan - Evaluation of Goals

1 Increase acreage and volume of sawlog-sized stands

4 Increase acreage and volume of sawlog-sized stands

*Goals were evaulated prior to any significant compartment boundary changes or changes to unit designation that occurred as part of 

the 2019 management plan revision process.

5 Variability of age class on timberlands - stable or more variable

Increase acreage and volume of sawlog-sized stands6

Yes
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Acreage % Aspen % Red / White Oak % Long-lived Pine % Conifer % Open* & 0-5" class Comments

MU1 17604 44 22 6 8 48
MU2 42987 50 9 8 11 67
MU3 4844 17 1 24 44 52
MU4 23268 38 23 9 18 48
MU5 18247 23 4 24 45 69
MU6 8979 18 24 24 33 52
MU7 16914 54 3 7 14 81

* "Open" includes grass, wetland, lake, and ROW covertypes

Management Unit Compartments within that Management Unit

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Comparison of Management Unit Characteristics

139, 142, 148, 149, 172, 173, 174, 175, 176, 177, 178, 179, 180, 181, 182, 184, 185, 190, 191, 192, 193, 194, 195, 196

1, 2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 12, 37, 52, 53, 60, 62, 69, 70, 71, 82, 96, 97, 109, 110, 112, 113, 114, 116, 117, 118, 122, 123, 124, 125
128, 129, 130, 131, 133, 136, 138, 140, 141, 143, 144, 145, 146, 147, 150, 151, 157, 161, 162, 163, 164, 165, 166, 169

134, 135, 137

197

33, 34, 35, 38, 40, 78, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95

3, 4, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29

170, 171, 183, 186, 187, 188, 189, 198

152, 153, 154, 155, 156, 158, 159, 160, 167, 168

54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102, 103, 104, 105, 106, 107, 115, 119, 120, 121, 126, 127

30, 31, 32, 36, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 59, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 79, 80, 81, 90
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% completed AH ATM AVb AVb-V PArVHa PVGy too wet PArVRh TMC ATAtOn AHI

MU1 100.00% 2.47% 2.56% 13.74% 22.19% 18.73% 0.02% 16.16% 11.87% 6.04% 2.47% 3.29%
MU2 100.00% 0.20% 0.38% 2.10% 8.45% 35.42% 0.56% 20.73% 29.19% 0.29% 1.38% 0.73%
MU3 100.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.39% 1.59% 38.11% 24.65% 12.12% 14.43% 0.00% 7.39% 0.00%
MU4 100.00% 0.00% 0.06% 4.09% 16.20% 35.66% 0.00% 22.26% 19.35% 0.92% 0.74% 0.14%
MU5 100.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.19% 31.75% 0.35% 16.82% 49.74% 0.00% 0.67% 0.00%
MU6 100.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.09% 57.39% 0.17% 12.53% 29.47% 0.14% 0.00% 0.00%
MU7 100.00% 0.00% 0.00% 1.31% 2.97% 40.27% 0.00% 19.42% 35.10% 0.00% 0.82% 0.00%

* under closed canopy conditions some prominent indicator plants of PVGy disappear and the site may type out as PArVHa 

Total Acres AH ATM AVb AVb-V PArVHa PVGy too wet PArVRh TMC ATAtOn AHI

MU1* 17604 435 450 2418 3906 3297 3 2845 2089 1064 434 580
MU2 42987 86 164 904 3633 15224 240 8913 12548 126 592 315
MU3 4844 0 0 19 77 1846 1194 587 699 0 358 0
MU4 23268 0 15 952 3769 8297 0 5179 4503 213 172 33
MU5 18247 0 0 0 34 5793 63 3069 9076 0 122 0
MU6 8979 0 0 0 8 5153 15 1125 2646 13 0 0
MU7 16914 0 0 221 502 6812 0 3284 5937 0 138 0

132843 521 629 4514 11929 46422 1515 25002 37498 1416 1816 928

*AH includes 141 acres of AHVb habitat types

Percentage of Habitat Type Representation by Management Unit

Acres of Habitat Type Representation by Management Unit

Acreage is calculated from September, 2019 WisFirs Reports.  Acreage calculation may differ from other acreage calculations due to 

manipulations in stand boundaries since the creation of the EMU plan
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Aspen

EMU PVGy PArVHa AVb-V AVb ATM AHVb AH PArVRh TMC ATAtOn AHI
1 - 50-60* 50-60* 55-60* 50-60* 55-60* 55-60* 40 40 50 50
2 40 45-60* 50-60* 55-60* - - - 40 40 40 -
3 40 45 45 - - - - 40 - 40 -
4 - 50-60* 50-60* 55-60* 50-60* 55-60* 55-60* 40 40 40 40
5 40 45 50-60* - - - - 40 - - -
6 - 50-60* 50-60* 55-60* - - - 40 - - -
7 - 45 50 50 50 - - 40 40 45

Thin at age 35
Extended Rotation (60 yrs)

Oak

EMU PVGy PArVHa AVb-V AVb ATM AHVb AH PArVRh TMC ATAtOn AHI
1 - 100 110 110 110 110 110 90 90 120 110
2 - 100 110 110 110 110 110 90 90 120 110
3 - 90 90 90 90 90 90 90 90 120 -
4 - 100 110 110 110 110 110 90 90 120 110
5 - 90 90 90 90 90 90 90 90 120 -
6 - 100 110 110 110 110 110 90 90 120 -
7 - 90 90 90 90 90 90 90 90 120 -

*Thin at age 35

Red Maple

EMU PVGy PArVHa AVb-V AVb ATM AHVb AH PArVRh TMC ATAtOn AHI
1 60 80 80 60 70 80
2 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60
3 55 55 55 - - - - 55 - 55 -
4 60 60 80 80 60 60 60 60 60 80 60
5 55 55 55 55 55 55 55 55 55 55 55
6 - 60-80* - - - - - 60 - - -
7 55 55 55 55 55 55 55 55 55 55 55

Thin at age 35 
Extended Rotation

*thin if SI >70

Scrub/Black Oak

EMU PVGy PArVHa AVb-V AVb ATM AHVb AH PArVRh TMC ATAtOn AHI
1 80 80 80 80 80 80 80 80 80 80 80
2 70 80 80 80 - - - 70 70 70 -
3 60 60 60 - - - - 60 - 60 -
4 80 80 80 80 80 80 80 80 80 80 80
5 70 70 70 70 70 70 70 70 70 70 70
6 - 80 - - - - - 80 - - -
7 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60

Thin at age 35 
Extended Rotation (80 yrs)

1. Oak stands >90 years old, as of 2015, will maintain their scheduled 90 year rotation; evaluate ASAP to determine 
management objective and/or develop regeneration plan
2. Oak stands that have <60 ft2 BA should be scheduled for RE at age 90 and evaluated ASAP to determine management
objective

Oak Scheduling Considerations:

Covertype:

Covertype:

*Aspen stands that have been or will be thinned schedule at 60 year rotation. If thinning is not scheduled or suitable use the shorter

rotation age listed above

1. Stands found to be comprised primarily of quaking aspen will be set at a 40 year rotation regardless of EMU and/or
habitat type

Aspen Scheduling Considerations:

3. Oak stands with advanced, abundant, & healthy oak seedlings should be set for RE ASAP regardless of habitat type or
EMU
4. Oak stands that reach an average diameter of 16-18” prior to scheduled RE may be rescheduled for RE at age 90 
regardless of habitat type or EMU
5. Forester may choose to grow oak stands larger than 18” and past scheduled RE if oaks are growing vigorously and there 
is minimal risk of quality loss on AVb-V or richer habitat types in EMUs 1, 2, 4, or 6. Document as EXTENDED ROTATION 

in WISFIRS if this objective is implemented
6. Oak stands should have scheduled RE type  = “shelterwood” unless PArVRh or TMC habitat type (see #7) & management
objective = “forced maintenance”

8. Oak thinning intervals should be scheduled @ 10-15 year intervals. No thinning should be scheduled for an oak stand if it
is within 10 years of RE

Covertype:

HARVESTING SCHEDULE OVERVIEW

7. Oak stands on PArVRh or TMC habitat types should be scheduled for RE type = “overstory removal” & management
objective will likely = “natural conversion” to species most abundant in the understory.

Covertype:
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Paper Birch

EMU PVGy PArVHa AVb-V AVb ATM AHVb AH PArVRh TMC ATAtOn AHI
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Thin at age 35 
Extended Rotation

White Pine

EMU PVGy PArVHa AVb-V AVb ATM AHVb AH PArVRh TMC ATAtOn AHI
1 - 110 110 110 110 110 110 120 120 120 120
2 80 110 110 110 - - - 120 120 120 -
3 80 80 110 - - - - 120 - 120 -
4 110 120 120 120 120 120 120 120 120 120 -
5 80 110 110 - - - - 120 - 120 -
6 130 130 130 130 - - - 130 130 130 -
7 - 80 110 110 - - - 120 - - -

Thin at age 35
Extended Rotation 130 yrs (150 yrs in HCVF applications)

Red Pine

EMU PVGy PArVHa AVb-V AVb ATM AHVb AH PArVRh TMC ATAtOn AHI
1 - 70 80 80 80 80 80 70 70 70 70
2 70 70 70 70 - - - 70 70 70 -
3 70* 70* 70* - - - - 70* - 70* -
4 70 70 70 70 70 70 70 70 70 70 70
5 70 70 70 70 70 70 70 70 70 70 70
6 - 80 - - - - - 70 - - -
7 - 70 - - - - - 70 - - -

Thin @ age 25 (*EMU 3 thin @ age 30)
Extended Rotation

Jack Pine

60+ 55 50 45 40 35 30
55 52 50 47 45 42 40

*EMU 3 - all PJ rotations are 45 years

Tamarack

60 50 40 30 20
80 90 100 120 130

*Schedule all tamarack by site index

Black Spruce

60 50 40 30 20
80 100 110 120 130

*Schedule all black spruce by site index

**Schedule planted white spruce @ 90 years

Covertype:

Covertype:

Site Index
Rotation Age

Covertype:

Covertype:

Covertype:

White Pine Scheduling Considerations:

1. Dry soils - 80 years, mesic soils - 110 years, wet sites - 120 years
2. All planted white pine stands (plantations) will be scheduled at 90 year rotation regardless of EMU or Habitat Type

Site Index
Rotation Age

Covertype:

Site Index
Rotation Age

3. In EMU's 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 7:  When average diameter reaches 20" DBH stand should be evaluated and set for final rotation 
regardless of age unless the stand is being managed for an ecological purposes.

60 year rotation for all Habitat Types in all EMUs
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Unit #1 
  Productive Oak and Aspen 

 
Overview 
 
This 17,604 acre unit has well drained sand and loam soils capable of supporting 
productive hardwood forests and producing good quality bolts and sawlogs. Currently, 
about 22% of this management unit is being managed for oak sawtimber, and 44% is 
being managed for aspen.  This unit is split into four pieces by an area of less productive 
soils and/or private land. Characteristics that set this management unit apart from Unit 4 
include:  larger areas of productive upland soils, greater representation of northern 
hardwoods, less conifer cover (especially black spruce), presence of extensive 
bottomland hardwood stands, and higher plant diversity as a result of a greater range of 
habitat types.     
 
Timber Management Goals 
 

 Increase the area dedicated to hardwood sawlog production 
 Where appropriate, reduce the area of aspen cover type in favor of higher priority 

species 
 Grow big-tooth aspen on well-drained sites on extended rotations 
 Increase the size and value of existing hardwoods 
 Regenerate oak 
 Maintain health of crop trees to reduce mortality due to insect attacks 

 
Wildlife Management Goals 
 

 Provide long term deciduous forest cover 
 Create some large (>200 acre) blocks of (older) structurally developed forest 

where timber types allow 
 Maintain critical habitat components of late succession and structurally developed 

forest (i.e. nesting cavities, coarse woody debris greater than 12” in diameter, 
clean surface water, and areas of undisturbed litter layer/soil) 

 Encourage species that produce hard mast which is a critical food source for a 
variety of wildlife species 

 
Non-commercial Vegetation Management Goals  
 

 Maintain populations of plants characteristic of dry-mesic and mesic sites 
 Maintain and enhance the high plant diversity inherent to this unit 
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Unique Aesthetic and/or Recreational Goals 
 

 Provide fishing and boating opportunities 
 Continue to offer designated trails for ATV and snowmobiles 
 Consider aesthetic impacts during forest management design and operations, 

especially near sensitive areas. 
 
Unique Features 
 

 Bottomland hardwood (floodplain) forest 
 Blue swamp and adjacent Diversity Maintenance Area 
 Large oak complexes (>125 acres) 
 Portions of the North Fork Eau Claire River, Black Creek, and South Fork Eau 

Claire River 
 Mead Lake 

 
Appropriate Non-traditional Management Practices  
 

 Extended rotation harvest schedules 
 Early entry commercial thinning of aspen and oak stands to favor oak 
 Thinning big-tooth aspen on productive upland sites 
 Reserve (no-cut) areas 
 Discriminate against white pine on productive hardwood sites 
 

Inappropriate Non-traditional Management Practices  
 

 Forced site conversion to jack pine 
 Short rotation harvest schedules 
 
 

Methods of Achieving Management Goals 
 
Release and thinning (sometimes pre-commercial) will be conducted to favor oak (and 
co-occurring northern hardwoods species) over aspen wherever the opportunity exists on 
appropriate habitat types.   
 
When aspen stands, that are heavy to oak, are between 30 and 40 years of age they will 
be surveyed to consider whether a merchantable harvest could be conducted to reduce 
stocking to levels recommended in appropriate stocking charts and management 
guidelines, reduce the component of aspen in the stand, and increase growth rates of 
young responsive hardwood crop trees (including residual aspen). Subsequent thinnings 
will maintain stocking levels between A- and B-levels on appropriate stocking charts and 
a shearing requirements will not be enforced until +/- 10 years prior to the stand’s 
scheduled final harvest.  Extended rotation will be considered on productive oak sites 
supporting trees with good form.   
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Red maple stands with a component of red oak, white oak, and white pine will be 
thinned, if the potential for maple sawlogs exits.   
 
Where appropriate, and as opportunity allows, fire and/or scarification may be used in 
conjunction with shelterwood harvests to regenerate oak.  
 
Stands that are heavy to aspen will be grown on a minimum of 40-year rotation.  Longer 
rotations will be considered if big-tooth aspen is the primary covertype, based on site 
index, habitat type, and local spatial and temporal vegetation patterns (potential for 
connectivity, patch size, fragmentation of habitat blocks etc).  On many sites within this 
unit, aspen will reach bolt or even sawlog size before its growth rates slow.  In some 
instances, foresters may consider thinning big-tooth aspen stands on productive upland 
sites when they are 30 to 40 years old for the sake of increasing the size and quality of 
residual aspen stems.  Longer rotations will generate more aspen bolts and increase the 
value of wood products produced within these units. 
   
Future management should strive to create and/or maintain natural nesting cavity trees 
since they are important structural components of mature forests.  Standing dead and over 
mature trees will consciously be retained by means of leave islands, BMP buffers, and 
individual den trees within or adjacent to timber sales.  These cavity trees should be of 
mixed species. In unmanaged stands, such as within the bottomland hardwood stands 
along both forks of the Eau Claire River, den trees are more likely to be present. 
Unharvested riparian buffers, as well as, any other unharvested stands within this unit, 
also contribute to the overall plan goal of maintaining areas of undisturbed forest floor – 
which facilitates the establishment and regeneration of specialized forest plants.  It should 
be noted that wildlife islands within a clear-cut do not constitute “undisturbed” forest 
floor because they are typically dramatically impacted by an influx of sunlight and heat.    
 
Management Recommendations by Habitat Type 
 
Below are the habitat types represented in this unit and management recommendations 
for each type: 
 
PArVHa:  Dry to Dry-Mesic with poor to medium nutrient regime.  Manage for aspen 
and medium grade red and white oak.  Conduct oak release where sufficient regeneration 
exists. 
 
PArVRh:  Mesic to Wet-Mesic with poor nutrient regime.  White pine and red maple 
show the best potential in terms of productivity.  Good quality red maple sawlogs can be 
grown on these soils.  Favor mixed hardwood – especially red maple and white pine 
during commercial harvests.  Though white pine does well on this habitat type, conifer 
cover is not the emphasis of this management unit.  Work with existing pole-sized white 
pine stands to produce sawlogs.  Long-term management goal should be red maple 
dominated stands with variable components of other hardwoods and white pine.     
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AVB-V:  Dry-Mesic to Dry, medium nutrient regime.  This is the dominant habitat type 
of this unit.  Manage for oak dominated stands where possible.  Manage for aspen where 
oak is absent.  Conduct pre-commercial oak TSI where sufficient regeneration exists.  
Long-term goal should be mixed stands heavy to oak on this habitat type.      
 
AVB:  Dry-Mesic with medium to rich nutrient regime.  Manage for mid-succession 
species like oak, ash, and basswood where possible.  Manage for aspen where oak is 
absent.  Conduct pre-commercial oak TSI where sufficient regeneration exists.  Long-
term goal should be mixed stands heavy to oak on this habitat type.   
 
AHI:  Mesic to Wet-Mesic with a rich nutrient regime.  Within this unit, this habitat type 
is found mainly within the floodplains of the North Fork Eau Claire River.  In a few 
places the AHI habitat type is found in low areas adjacent to productive uplands.  Best 
Management Practices, designation as a Diversity Maintenance Area, and access will 
restrict harvest operations on much of this habitat type within this unit.  Long-term 
management should be for bottomland hardwoods, swamp hardwoods, and / or 
biodiversity.   
 
AH:  Mesic with rich to very rich nutrient regime.  This habitat type is uncommon within 
the county forest.  Manage for oak and/or northern hardwoods. 
 
ATM:  Mesic to Dry-Mesic with a medium nutrient regime.  Manage for mid-succession 
species like oak, ash, and basswood where possible.  Manage for aspen or northern 
hardwoods where oak is absent.  Conduct pre-commercial oak TSI where sufficient 
regeneration exists.  Long-term goal should be mixed stands heavy to oak on this habitat 
type.  Regenerating oak on these sites will generally require intense disturbances. Past 
attempts to regenerate oak on these sites has had minimal success.    
 
ATAtOn:  Mesic to Wet-Mesic with a medium nutrient regime.  This habitat type occurs 
in two different settings within this management unit.  One setting is scattered low areas 
adjacent to productive uplands; the other location is within the floodplains along the Eau 
Claire River.   
Low areas adjacent to productive uplands:  Red Maple and Black Ash productivity is 
optimal on these sites.  Yellow Birch frequently occurs on this habitat type.  Other 
species can be managed on these sites, but productivity may be reduced due to excessive 
moisture.  Riparian buffer strips and other unmanaged reserve areas (islands) on this 
habitat type will favor the locally uncommon plant community that develops in later 
successional stages on this habitat type.  Long-term management should be for swamp 
hardwoods, and / or biodiversity.   

Floodplains of the Eau Claire River:  Best Management Practices, designation 
as a Diversity Maintenance Area, and access will restrict harvest operations on 
much of this habitat type within this unit.  Long-term management should be for 
bottomland hardwoods and / or biodiversity. 
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TMC:  Mesic to Wet-Mesic with medium nutrient regime.  This habitat type is slightly 
less fertile than ATAtOn, but it occurs in similar settings – both low-lying areas and 
along the Eau Claire River.  

Low-lying areas:  Management should favor aspen, white birch, and red maple.  
Yellow Birch frequently occurs in wet pockets within this habitat type.  It would 
be best if those pockets of yellow birch were left uncut as islands / reserve areas. 
Adjacent to the Eau Claire River:  The TMC type can be found within the 
floodplain as well as on the slopes and terraces adjacent to the flood plain.  Best 
Management Practices, designation as a Diversity Maintenance Area, slope, and 
access will restrict harvest operations on much of this habitat type adjacent to the 
Eau Claire River.  Long-term management should be for bottomland hardwoods 
and / or biodiversity.        

   
Sites too wet to habitat type:  There are several large areas, as well as many smaller 
wetlands that are too wet to be assigned a habitat type.  Within this unit, most of these 
sites are supporting alder or muskeg, but in a few instances tamarack and spruce are 
present.  Management opportunities are very limited on these soils.  Passive management 
is most appropriate for these sites.    
 
Diversity Protection and Enhancement 
 
Due to the past three decades of intensive even-aged management within the overall 
landscape of the Clark County Forest, there has been a reduction in the size and number 
of large contiguous blocks of mature timber.  By setting a goal of retaining or creating 
large tracts of mature deciduous forest, the department can assure the presence of this 
type of habitat in the future.   
 
The topography and soils of this unit facilitate high levels of plant diversity within 
relatively small areas.  The TMC, ATM, AH and AHI habitat types are more prevalent 
within this unit than any other ecological management unit represented in this plan.   
 
The North Fork of the Eau Claire River corridor is an especially unique and diverse 
landscape feature within this unit.  A 600-foot wide strip of river corridor (300 feet on 
each side excluding pine plantations) from county highway MM to the Eau Claire County 
line has been designated as a (no-cut) diversity maintenance area.  This area, as well as 
the floodplain forests north of highway MM could serve as permanent late succession 
habitat and act as a dispersal corridor for much of the western piece of unit 1.  This will 
also preserve the integrity of this generally undisturbed river system.  Establishing 
scattered swamp hardwood stands as additional reserve areas will further enhance both 
the late succession and diversity emphasis of this unit.  The potential for viable ecological 
function of high quality late succession habitat located in no-cut areas will be highest 
when adjacent stands are managed for sawtimber.   
 
Also within the designated diversity maintenance area, southeast of the Eau Claire River 
corridor is Blue Swamp State Natural Area.  This area supports approximately 400 acres 
of northern sedge meadow and 160 acres of northern wet forest.  Blue Swamp has been 
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MU1  6 

identified by the WDNR as an exceptional ecological resource due to its undisturbed 
nature.  This area will remain ecologically intact, and serve as a valuable benchmark for 
assessing changes in poor fen and peatlands over time.  WDNR employees have collected 
baseline data for portions of the area and will be in charge of all monitoring for the Blue 
Swamp.  A detailed management plan for Blue Swamp State Natural Area can be found 
in chapter 3000 of the Clark County Forest 15-Year Comprehensive Land Use Plan.        

At the stand level, diversity will be enhanced by retaining hickory, butternut, and 
basswood as crop trees in oak/maple dominated stands.   Scattered dead and over mature 
trees will also be retained to increase the number of ecological niches within each stand 
and the unit as a whole.   

Focal Species 

Dividing the Clark County Forest into seven separate ecological management units, each 
with a special habitat emphasis, is a “coarse-filter” approach to providing a variety of 
forest habitats.  Incorporating complimentary “fine-filter” wildlife management goals that 
specifically address the needs of representative wildlife species with the most specialized 
habitat requirements further encourages protection of these species of highest 
conservation need.  Other species with less particular habitat requirements, such as many 
game species, may also benefit from these specific habitat goals.  The species identified 
below are those species considered when defining the “fine-filter” wildlife management 
goals for this management unit.           

 Cerulean warbler, Yellow-throated vireo, Eastern wood pewee and Wood

thrush:  These birds require large tracts of mature hardwoods and have a
preference for oak dominated stands.  Habitat fragmentation and destruction are
the greatest threats to these species.

 Wood duck:   This cavity nesting duck inhabits the mature floodplain forest.  It
utilizes vernal pools and oxbow ponds within the floodplains, as well as the river
itself for foraging.  The most likely limiting habitat component of this species is
the availability of suitable nesting cavities in bottomland hardwood stands.

 Red-backed, Blue-spotted, Spotted, and Four-toed Salamander:  These
salamanders all need cool moist forest floor conditions and are most numerous in
mature forest with a thick leaf litter layer and the presence of decaying logs.  With
the exception of red-backed salamander, these other amphibians require vernal or
permanent pools.  Threats to these species include habitat fragmentation, habitat
destruction.  An additional (naturally) limiting habitat component is breeding
pools (these species also use man-made depressions).
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Monitoring and Adaptive Management 

General monitoring takes place every ten to twenty years during regular scheduled stand 
visits (recon updates).   

Signs of use for cavity/den trees include woodpecker holes and chewed natural openings. 
The presence of woodpecker holes (especially greater than 1.5” in diameter) is a good 
indication that habitat goals are being met in regards to cavity nesters.  Since many of the 
other cavity nesting species are secondary cavity nesters (that is they use existing 
cavities), the presence of primary excavators (woodpeckers) precedes their success.  
Large down woody debris is also an important component of this habitat; this too will 
indirectly be monitored by observing the presence of standing dead and over mature trees 
– as these will some day drop to the forest floor.

At the same time, basal areas and timber type will be examined.  Basal areas should 
exceed 70 sq. feet/acre in thinned stands of hardwoods.  The general health of all tree 
species should be noted, and the continued productive growth of big-tooth aspen over 40 
years old should be confirmed.   

More intense monitoring may be conducted by land managers, WI DNR, or interested 
volunteers.  This more intense monitoring should focus on the largest patches of pole to 
sawlog-sized trees and seek to document the presence of animal species that do not live 
within tree cavities. One particular success story is the Cerulean Warbler.  Cerulean 
Warblers are rare, but present in Clark County.  They have the habitat requirement of 
large stands of mature timber with an open understory.  Prior to 2015, Cerulean Warblers 
were not documented within the Clark County Forest. In 2015, a sighting was submitted 
to and verified by the Natural Heritage Inventory. The location was revisited in 2018 and 
the birds were again identified. Presence of this particular focal species indicates that the 
habitat goals for this EMU are being met. 

Intense monitoring is not required.  In the absence of in-depth monitoring for specific 
species of animals, it will be assumed that if the management plan for this unit is adhered 
to, these specialized forest species may be present. Focal species not tracked by NHI can 
be monitored by referencing webpages, such as the Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas 
(https://ebird.org/atlaswi/explore), which allow citizens to submit sightings. Review of 
webpages, such as the one mentioned, can be done on an as needed basis. 
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Measures of Success (2019 values in parenthesis)  
 

 5”+ DBH timber expressed in acreage – increasing (9,129 acres) 
 Decrease acreage supporting timber less than 20 years old (2,000 acres) 
 One focal species (Spotted salamander) has not been recently observed within this 

unit.  All other focal species have been documented  
 Total acreage of oak timber type in the unit – increasing or stable (4,056 acres) 
 Increase the acreage and volume of sawlog-sized stands (4,811 acres) of diameter 

class 9-15, 11-15, or 15+.  Total estimated sawlog volume for all stands within 
this unit is 34,048 MBF) 
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Aspen Rotation Length in EMU 1 White Pine Rotation Length in EMU 1

Habitat Type Rotation Length Intermediate Treatment Habitat Type

PArVHa 50-60* Thin @ 35** PArVHa
AVb-V 50-60* Thin @ 35** AVb-V
AVb 55-60* Thin @ 35** AVb 
ATM 50-60* Thin @ 35** ATM
ATAtOn 50 ATAtOn
TMC 40 TMC
AHVb 55-60* Thin @ 35** AHVb
AHI 50 AHI
AH 55-60* Thin @ 35** AH
PArVRh 40 PArVRh
* extended rotation only if thinned **Rotation of all Plantations = 90 years

Extended rotation = 150 years (Only HVCF applications)

Jack Pine Rotations in EMU 1

Red Maple Rotation Length in EMU 1 Site Index 60+ 55 50 45 40 35 30
Rotation Age 55 52 50 47 45 42 40

Habitat Type Rotation Length Intermediate Treatment *site indexes >60  cap rotation @ 55 years

PArVHa 60
AVb-V 80* Thin @ 35 Tamarack Rotations in EMU 1

AVb 80* Thin @ 35 Site Index 60 50 40 30 20
ATAtOn 80* Thin @ 35 Rotation Age 80 90 100 120 130
TMC 70 Thin @ 35
PArVRh 60 Black Spruce Rotations in EMU 1

* extended rotation Site Index 60 50 40 30 20
Rotation Age 80 100 110 120 130

Scrub/Black Oak Rotation Length in EMU 1

White Birch Rotation Length for EMU 1

Habitat Type Rotation Length Intermediate Treatment Normal Rotation = 60 years
PVGy 80*
PArVHa 80*
AVb-V 80*
AVb 80*
ATM 80*
ATAtOn 80*
TMC 80*
AHVb 80*
AHI 80*
AH 80*
PArVRh 80*
* extended rotation

Red Pine Rotation Length in EMU 1

Habitat Type Rotation Length Intermediate Treatment

PArVHa 70 Thin @ 25
AVb-V 80 Thin @ 25
AVb 80 Thin @ 25
ATM 80 Thin @ 25
ATAtOn 70 Thin @ 25
TMC 70 Thin @ 25
AHVb 80 Thin @ 25
AHI 70 Thin @ 25
AH 80 Thin @ 25
PArVRh 70 Thin @ 25

Oak Rotation Length in EMU 1

Habitat Type Rotation Length Intermediate Treatment

PArVHa 100 Thin @ 35
AVb-V 110 Thin @ 35
AVb 110 Thin @ 35
ATM 110 Thin @ 35
ATAtOn 120 Thin @ 35
TMC 90 Thin @ 35
AHVb 110 Thin @ 35
AHI 110 Thin @ 35
AH 110 Thin @ 35
PArVRh 90 Thin @ 35

110 Thin @ 35
110 Thin @ 35

** depends on hardwood componant and stand quality.

Thin @ 35
120 Thin @ 35
110

110 Thin @ 35

Thin @ 35
120 Thin @ 35

120 Thin @ 35
110 Thin @ 35

EMU 1 - HARVEST SCHEDULES

120

Rotation Length Intermediate Treatment

110 Thin @ 35
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Unit #2   
Varied Forest Habitat 

Overview 

This 42,987 acre unit encompasses all regions of the county forest not incorporated into 
one of the other management units.  Soils are variable, but generally less productive than 
the soils of unit 1 and 4.  Aspen is the dominant timber type (occupying roughly 21,310 
acres of this unit).  Management will focus on timber production, habitat for game 
species, and encouraging the aspen and oak timber types.  Past management strategies, 
often included leaving all white pine. This has resulted in many productive aspen and oak 
stands being converted to white pine over time. With timber production and habitat for 
game species emphasized in this unit, aspen and oak will be prioritized over white pine to 
maintain and increase those cover types in this unit. 

Generally, conditions at the stand level will heavily dictate when and where timber 
harvests take place.  This unit will offer a high diversity of age class and stand size with 
random distribution.  This is the largest management unit of the Clark County Forest and 
is made up of three main units located adjacent to and between other management units. 

Timber Management Goals 

 Follow standard silvicultural guidelines on a stand by stand basis to establish
productive stands of timber well suited for the site they are growing on

 Produce a steady flow of a variety of wood products
 Encourage aspen, oak, and pine on appropriate sites

Wildlife Management Goals 

 Provide long term forest cover of various age classes, timber types, and patch
sizes (heterogeneous forest landscape)

 Maintain den trees for cavity nesters
 Maintain openings throughout the unit to promote habitat diversity
 Mast production
 Provide “edge” and early succession habitat
 Promote healthy and sustainable populations of game species
 Provide coarse woody debris (standing snags and downed woody debris)

Unique Aesthetic and/or Recreational Goals 

 Maintain ATV and Snowmobile Trail Systems
 Maintain off-road motorcycle trails
 Maintain horseback riding trails
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 Continue to offer public camping opportunities and day-use facilities at Snyder 
Park, Sherwood Park, and Wildrock Park 

 Continue to offer public fishing and swimming opportunities at Snyder Lake and 
Sherwood Lake 

 
Unique Features 
 

 Snyder, Sherwood, and Wildrock Parks 
 ATV/Snowmobile and motorcycle trails 
 Numerous wildlife flowages 
 Windy Run Marsh 
 Bald Peak Meadow 
 Part of Blue Swamp Diversity Maintenance Area 
 Seven Sisters mounds  
 Ruffed Grouse Management Area 
 Winx Migratory Bird Refuge 
 Wedges Creek 
 Snyder Lake, Sherwood Lake 
 Sherwood Shooting Range 
 Dickenson Creek Fishery Area 

 
Methods of Achieving Management Goals 
 
Management will continue to occur at the stand level with primary emphasis on stand 
timber productivity.  This will provide an extensive forest area with a wide variety of 
habitats and seral stages.   
 
Release and thinning (sometimes pre-commercial) may be conducted to favor oak and 
pine on appropriate sites.  Final harvest of off-site oak and red maple in this unit is of 
higher priority than in other management units. 
 
Future management should strive to create and/or maintain natural nesting cavity trees, as 
they are important structural forest components.  Standing dead and over mature trees 
will consciously be retained by means of leave islands, BMP buffers, and individually 
marked den trees within or adjacent to thinnings.  These cavity trees should be of mixed 
species. 
 
Aspen occupies 50% of this management unit.  This species is considered a very 
important timber type and efforts will be made to maintain and encourage it throughout 
the entire management unit.     
  
Openings of native grass or sedge meadow could be burned or mowed to enhance local 
diversity.  Burns of this type could be conducted adjacent to oak understory burns and be 
designed to utilize available firebreaks, personnel, and equipment.   
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Management Recommendations by Habitat Type 
 
Below are the habitat types represented in this unit and management recommendations 
for each type: 
 
PArVHa:  Dry to Dry-Mesic with poor to medium nutrient regime. Favor aspen, oak, 
mixed hardwood, and pine during commercial harvests.  Conduct oak release and pine 
release where sufficient regeneration exists. 
 
PArVRh:  Mesic to Wet-Mesic with poor nutrient regime.  Manage for aspen, mixed 
hardwood, jack pine and white pine. 
 
AVB-V:  Dry-Mesic to Dry, medium nutrient regime.  Manage for mid-succession 
species, such as oak, where possible.  Manage for aspen and pine where oak is absent.  
Conduct pre-commercial oak TSI where sufficient regeneration exists.  Long-term goal 
should be mixed stands heavy to oak on this habitat type.      
 
AVB:  Dry-Mesic with medium to rich nutrient regime.  Manage for mid-succession 
species, such as oak, where possible.  Manage for aspen where oak is absent.  Conduct 
pre-commercial oak TSI where sufficient regeneration exists.  Long-term goal should be 
mixed stands heavy to oak on this habitat type.   
 
ATAtOn:  Mesic to Wet-Mesic with a medium nutrient regime.  This habitat type is 
uncommon within this unit and typically occurs in small-scattered low areas, often along 
streams.  Red Maple and Black Ash productivity is optimal on this type.  Yellow Birch 
frequently occurs on this habitat type.  Other species can be managed on these sites, but 
productivity may be reduced due to excessive moisture.  Riparian buffer strips and other 
unmanaged reserve areas (islands) in this habitat type will favor the locally uncommon 
plant community that develops in later successional stages on this habitat type.  Long-
term management should be for swamp hardwoods and/or biodiversity.   
 
Sites too wet to habitat type:  There are several large areas, as well as many smaller 
wetlands that are too wet to be assigned a habitat type.  Currently these soils are 
supporting a variety of covertypes including alder, muskeg, tamarack and spruce.  
Management opportunities are very limited on these soils. 
 
 
Diversity Protection and Enhancement 
 
Almost every habitat type found in the Clark County Forest is represented in this unit to 
some degree.  This, combined with a variety of timber types, results in an innate tendency 
towards high species diversity within a small area.  Continuing to manage at the stand 
level will perpetuate this random distribution of timber types and age classes across this 
management unit.  This approach favors species considered “forest generalists”.  The 
other ecological management units have different management strategies that take into 
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account the specialized needs of forest species that tend to be disadvantaged by 
management solely at the stand level.  Where the opportunity exists, stands on the edge 
of this unit may be managed to compliment management objectives defined for adjacent 
units. 
 
Because this unit is over 50% aspen, there is abundant opportunity to manage for “edge” 
and early succession habitat.  There may also be opportunity to manage for regionally 
(Lake States) declining early succession timber types like paper birch and jack pine.       
 
This management unit is especially suitable for aspen management using simple coppice 
and coppice with standards.  This management strategy increases diversity and maintains 
future management options.    
 
Standing dead and over mature trees should be retained within or adjacent to harvest 
areas to provide nesting cavities for early to mid-succession species, as well as mast.  In 
the absence of fire, the Clark County Forest is converting to white pine in many areas.  
For the sake of timber type diversity, it may be desirable to cut large white pine on well-
drained aspen (big-tooth) and oak (red and white) stands to discourage these sites from 
converting to white pine.    
 
The Wedges Creek corridor has steep banks, unique geological features, and high plant 
diversity.  Voluntary compliance with Wisconsin Best Management Practices for Water 
Quality and the general inoperability of the corridor can make timber harvesting difficult.  
This area can be viewed as a large island, dispersal corridor, and diversity maintenance 
area.  
 
The Dickenson Creek Fishery Area (S½ of NW¼. section 26 T27N-R4W) was a property 
owned by the State of Wisconsin and historically managed by the WI DNR Fisheries 
Division. The creek that bisects this parcel is recognized as a class II trout stream and one 
of the only cold-water trout streams in all of Clark County that supports trout populations 
making it very unique. In 2017, Clark County purchased the property and subsequently 
enrolled it into County Forest Law in 2018. Local residents and County Board 
Supervisors supported the land acquisition, in part, for the opportunity to protect this 
unique natural resource. A 200-foot wide strip of stream corridor (100 feet on each side 
of the stream) extending from the north boundary of the Dickenson Creek Fishery Area 
south to confluence of Dickison Creek has been designated as a no-cut riparian 
management zone. This area will act as a permanent dispersal corridor for wildlife and 
preserve the integrity of this cold-water stream ecosystem. 
 
High quality wetland communities found throughout this management unit will continue 
to receive passive management. 
 
 
 
 
 

3000-40



Focal Species  
 
Dividing the Clark County Forest into seven separate ecological management units, each 
with a special habitat emphasis, is a “coarse-filter” approach to providing a variety of 
forest habitats.  Incorporating complimentary “fine-filter” wildlife management goals that 
specifically address the needs of representative wildlife species with the most specialized 
habitat requirements further encourages protection of these species of highest 
conservation need.  Other species with less particular habitat requirements, such as many 
game species, may also benefit from these specific habitat goals.  The species identified 
below are those species considered when defining the “fine-filter” wildlife management 
goals for this management unit.            
  

 Woodcock:  A migratory game bird that prefers moist, brushy early successional 
forest habitat.  Utilizes open areas near young forest for breeding ritual (sky 
dance).  Stands of tag alder are also utilized as habitat.  Loss of early 
successional forest habitat is the greatest threat to this species. 

 Ruffed Grouse:  Resident upland game bird that thrives in forested areas with a 
variety of age classes including early successional stages.  This species has an 
affinity to aspen.  Loss of early successional forest habitat is the greatest threat 
to this species. 

 White-tailed Deer: The habitat diversity in this unit is well suited for sustaining 
robust populations of white-tailed deer. The amount of “edge” and early 
successional habitat will promote sustainable deer numbers and even distribution 
across the landscape and will also support a secondary goal of providing hunting 
opportunities across the forest. Maintaining a variety of timber types (aspen, oak, 
pine), ages, and distribution will be important.  Forest openings should be 
encouraged throughout this unit to increase the diversity of habitat types, which 
will provide foraging sites for deer and other species.  
       

Monitoring and Adaptive Management 
 
General monitoring takes place every ten to twenty years during regular scheduled (non-
timber sale) stand visits and the recon will be updated in GIS and WISFIRS at that time.  
During these stand visits the general health of each stand should be noted, as well as the 
presence of any invasive plants.   
 
Measures of Success (2019 values in parenthesis) 

 Presence of focal species (All present) 
 Acreage of aspen – stable or increasing (21,310 acres) 
 Acreage of all oak – stable or increasing (5,393 acres) 
 Acreage of white pine as the primary or secondary cover type – stable or 

decreasing (2,616 acres)   
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Aspen Rotation Length in EMU2 White Pine Rotation Length in EMU 2

Habitat Type Rotation Length Intermediate Treatment Habitat Type

PVGy 40 PVGy
PArVHa 45-60* **Thin @ 35 PArVHa
AVb-V 50-60* **Thin @ 35 AVb-V
AVb 55-60* **Thin @ 35 AVb 
ATAtOn 40 ATAtOn
TMC 40 TMC
PArVRh 40 PArVRh
* extended rotation only if thinned **Rotation of all Plantations = 90 years
**must have significant oak/hardwood component to consider thinning Extended rotation = 150 years (Only HVCF applications)

Red Maple Rotation Length in EMU 2 Jack Pine Rotations in EMU 2

Site Index 60+ 55 50 45 40 35 30
Habitat Type Rotation Length Intermediate Treatment Rotation Age 55 52 50 47 45 42 40
PVGy 60 *site indexes >60  cap rotation @ 55 years

PArVHa 60
AVb-V 60 Tamarack Rotations in EMU 2

AVb 60 Site Index 60 50 40 30 20
ATM 60 Rotation Age 80 90 100 120 130
ATAtOn 60
TMC 60 Black Spruce Rotations in EMU 2

AHVb 60 Site Index 60 50 40 30 20
AHI 60 Rotation Age 80 100 110 120 130
AH 60
PArVRh 60 White Birch Rotation Length for EMU 2

Normal Rotation = 60 years
Scrub/Black Oak Rotation Length in EMU 2

Habitat Type Rotation Length Intermediate Treatment

PVGy 70
PArVHa 80
AVb-V 80
AVb 80
ATAtOn 70
TMC 70
PArVRh 70

Red Pine Rotation Length in EMU 2

Habitat Type Rotation Length Intermediate Treatment

PVGy 70 Thin @ 25
PArVHa 70 Thin @ 25
AVb-V 70 Thin @ 25
AVb 70 Thin @ 25
ATAtOn 70 Thin @ 25
TMC 70 Thin @ 25
PArVRh 70 Thin @ 25

Oak Rotation Length in EMU 2

Habitat Type Rotation Length Intermediate Treatment

PArVHa 100 Thin @ 35
AVb-V 110 Thin @ 35
AVb 110 Thin @ 35
ATM 110 Thin @ 35
ATAtOn 120 Thin @ 35
TMC 90 Thin @ 35
AHVb 110 Thin @ 35
AHI 110 Thin @ 35
AH 110 Thin @ 35
PArVRh 90 Thin @ 35

120 Thin @ 35

110 Thin @ 35
120 Thin @ 35
120 Thin @ 35

EMU 2 - HARVEST SCHEDULES

110

Rotation Length Intermediate Treatment

80 Thin @ 35
110 Thin @ 35

Thin @ 35
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Unit #3     
Pine Barrens 

 
Overview 
 
Most of this 4,844 acre unit tends to be flat to gently rolling; however in the vicinity of 
the South Fork of the Eau Claire River there are steep ravines and terraces.  Soils are 
typically coarse, excessively drained sands.  Generally, the soils of this unit are capable 
of producing pulp, bolts, and high quality pine sawlogs.  Currently, most of this unit is 
supporting red pine, jack pine, white pine, and black oak.  Aspen is more prevalent where 
soils are wetter. Stands in this unit are a wide variety of ages, but typically, the jack pine 
is less than 30 years of age and the red pine is less than 40 years old. There is an 
abundant white pine seed source throughout much of this unit.  This management unit 
historically supported a Pine Barrens ecosystem.  In many respects, this community is 
still in place; however, in the absence of fire, this ecosystem is succeeding into more of a 
northern dry forest.  As this happens, the flora and fauna indicative of a barrens habitat 
are replaced by species that favor closed canopy forest.  One notable member of the 
barrens community persisting in his management unit is the federally endangered Karner 
Blue Butterfly (KBB) – which has a significant impact on management activities 
conducted within this unit.  There are a number of recreation uses occurring within this 
unit that warrant special attention.   
     
Timber Management Goals 

 
 Maintain an oak component 
 Pulp production  
 Maintain some young stands of timber at all times  
 Pine sawlog production – especially on lands not included in the Karner Blue 

Butterfly Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) 
 Implement strategies to reduce the risk of HRD infections 
 Increase the jack pine forest type at the expense of red pine plantations on HCP 

lands 
 Follow a shifting mosaic harvest schedule for lands included in the KBB HCP 

 
Wildlife Management Goals 
 

 Provide a shifting mosaic of grass and/or “shrub” cover (2-15 yrs. after harvest) 
 Maintain critical habitat components (i.e. nesting cavities, mast trees, diverse 

herbaceous layer) 
 Maintain and create long-term barrens habitat and openings of native barrens flora  
 Maintain viable populations of KBB 
 Increase the connectivity of KBB habitat 
 Maintain Blanding’s Turtle habitat (shallow wetlands and adjacent sandy uplands) 

and populations 
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 Preserve the integrity of all surface water resources and wetlands  
  

Non-commercial Vegetation Management Goals  
 

 Increase the amount and vigor of native flora characteristic of pine barrens 
 Maintain wild lupine growing within this unit by utilizing a shifting mosaic 

strategy. 
 Avoid the introduction, establishment and expansion of invasive non-native plant 

species -specifically spotted knapweed, sweet clover, and leafy spurge 
 Reintroduce fire to the ecosystem where practical 

 
Unique Aesthetic and/or Recreational Goals 
 

 Maintain the ATV/snowmobile trails in this unit 
 Minimize off trail ATV damage by monitoring and notifying authorities where it 

is occurring   
 Maintain Public Campground at Rock Dam 
 Provide parking and ATV trail access 

 
Unique Features 
 

 Pine barrens and associated plant and animal species 
 Karner Blue Butterfly and wild lupine 
 Designated long-term KBB habitat  
 Highest conifer component of all management units 
 Shallow wetlands dominated by grasses – not sedges 
 Iron Run Marsh 
 Unnamed Stream Gorge in Compartment 154 

 
Appropriate Non-traditional Management Practices 
 

 Shifting mosaic strategy to assure a continual presence of early succession habitat 
 Comply with the KBB HCP 
 Plant lupine 
 Restricted access of dry roads (reduce risk of invasive plants, KBB habitat areas)  
 Use of fire as a management tool 
 Conversion of red pine plantations to jack pine plantations over time 
 

Inappropriate Non-traditional Management Practices 
 

 Extended rotation harvest schedule 
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Methods of Achieving Management Goals 
 
The achievement of the previously identified goals will be accomplished by conducting a 
variety of management activities.   
 
Release and thinning (sometimes pre-commercial) may be conducted to favor red, white, 
or jack pine if desired by land management team.  Oak timber stand improvement (TSI) 
for the sake of sawlog production is not a priority in this EMU.  If it is desirable to 
maintain oak in an area, then residual oak should be left standing during timber harvests. 
Pine release is generally the TSI of highest priority within this unit.  This release will be 
conducted either mechanically or with herbicides.   
 
If herbicides are to be used for release in a broadcast spray method, then the (ecological) 
impact of such action should be investigated in depth.  The KBB HCP includes protocols 
for herbicide use in and around KBB habitat areas and those protocols should be applied 
when appropriate. Careless actions resulting in long-term degradation of the ecosystem 
should to be avoided.   
 
In accordance with the shifting mosaic plan, jack pine on lands included in the HCP will 
be grown on 45-year rotations, and red pine within this unit will be grown to an age of 
50-80 years.  Shorter rotations increase the percentage of stands within this unit in an 
early succession cover type at any given time, which will increase the acreage favorable 
for the growth of wild lupine and subsequently KBB.  Although this harvest scheme was 
developed with KBBs in mind, it is likely that the shorter rotations will more closely 
replicate historic conditions, and encourage the persistence of many native barrens 
species.  The use of fire in conjunction with timber harvests would be an excellent means 
of rejuvenating the herbaceous layer of the site, while at the same time preparing the site 
for regeneration (either natural or planting).  When conducting jack pine regeneration 
harvests, most white pine within the stand should also be cut to facilitate regeneration of 
jack pine and to prevent the stand from converting to white pine.  During regeneration 
harvests, islands of red pine and oak should be left uncut to benefit wildlife and 
aesthetics.  In the past, very few retention islands were left within this unit. In the future, 
retention islands and individual leave/den trees will be left uncut to provide mast and 
increase the heterogeneity of stands.  These scattered islands of pines should be allowed 
to grow well beyond maturity – even within the shifting mosaic scheme.  If possible, 
islands should contain standing dead and/or trees with nesting cavities.  Islands/reserve 
areas should be of different shapes and sizes including reserve areas over 5 acres in size.  
Because of the management emphasis on early succession habitat, large blocks of long-
lived pine species grown to sawlog-sized timber are not desirable on lands included 
within the HCP. 
 
As stated above, red pine stands growing on lands included in the HCP will be grown to 
an age of 50-80 years.  At the time of final harvest, some of these stands will be 
converted to jack pine.  Red pine plantations with a history of Red Pine Pocket Mortality 
will be converted to jack pine to preclude the reoccurrence of this problem.  Additional 
stands of red pine growing on lands included in the HCP may be converted to jack pine to 
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better fit into this unit’s shifting mosaic strategy, or in an effort to increase the overall 
acreage of jack pine in this unit.  At the time of conversion from red pine to jack pine, 
lupine could be seeded into areas of bare mineral soil exposed during site preparation.                
 
Openings of native barren flora could be located between stands managed under the 
shifting mosaic strategy.  These openings could be maintained with prescribed burns and 
mechanical treatments.  Maintained open spaces will serve as long-term barrens habitat 
and assist in the dispersal of early successional barrens species as adjacent stands shift in 
and out of being suitable habitat.  Openings of linear shape may serve this function best.  
Right-of-ways should be incorporated into this system of openings wherever possible. 
Prescribed burns may be funded with wildlife money and other grant funding sources as 
they become available. 
 
High quality long-term barrens habitat has the greatest opportunity for viable ecological 
function when it is surrounded by similar habitat.  Clustering long-term barrens habitat 
management areas will also increase the viability of each patch.  In 2001, a twenty-acre 
area of “permanent habitat” was designated as part of the KBB HCP agreement and in 
2019 the Forestry and Parks Committee designated an another five acres.  In addition, 
two “wildlife openings” were created and are maintained as barrens habitat near the 
permanent habitat area.  Both wildlife openings were created in failed pine planting sites 
on lands included in the HCP.  The long-term intention is to maintain all three of these 
areas in open barrens condition by either burning or mowing.  Additional opportunity 
exists to further enhance the Pine Barrens ecosystem within this unit by converting 
neighboring stands of timber into barrens habitat.  Specifically, all or portions of stands 2, 
17, 29, 31, 32, 33, 43 and 44 of compartment 154 are well suited for management as 
barrens.  These stands have been selected because they are located on droughty soils with 
a history of failed planting efforts and low productivity, they are adjacent to existing 
occupied long-term Karner Blue Butterfly habitat, and there is good access to the area.   
    
Most areas within this unit can be accessed via well-drained soils.  Where this is not 
possible, wetland crossings will be constructed in accordance with the Wisconsin 
Forestry Best Management Practices for Water Quality Handbook.  Timber harvesting 
within wetlands will be restricted to winter or dry soil conditions.   
 
Whole tree chipping operations are acceptable within this unit.  Compaction is less of an 
issue on coarse sandy soils and there is usually a sod layer, which holds up to pole length 
skidding better than a typical forest litter layer.  Additionally, the removal of the entire 
tree reduces the fuel load on site and prepares the site for a cool season burning or 
planting the following year.  The complete removal of much of the above ground biomass 
from the site may cause long-term decreases in the availability of certain nutrients, and 
could lead to a reduction in site productivity. 
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Management Recommendations by Habitat Type 
 
Below are the habitat types represented in this unit and management recommendations 
for each type: 
 
PVGy:  Very Dry to Dry with poor nutrient regime.  Manage for jack pine, red pine or 
barrens. 
 
PArVHa:  Dry to Dry-Mesic with poor to medium nutrient regime. This is the dominant     
habitat type of this area.  Manage for pine, aspen, oak, or mixed hardwood.        
 
PArVRh:  Mesic to Wet-Mesic with poor nutrient regime.  Manage for jack pine or 
white pine where possible, otherwise manage for aspen and mixed hardwood. 
 
ATAtOn:  Mesic to Wet-Mesic with a medium nutrient regime.  This habitat type occurs 
in the floodplains adjacent to the South Fork Eau Claire River.  Best Management 
Practices and access will restrict harvest operations on much of this habitat type within 
this unit.  Long-term management should be for bottomland hardwoods and / or 
biodiversity.   
 
Sites too wet to habitat type:  About 11% of this management unit has soils that are too 
wet to be assigned a habitat type.  These soils are currently supporting muskeg or lowland 
brush.  Management opportunities are very limited on these soils.   
 
Diversity Protection and Enhancement 
 
The Pine Barrens ecosystem found within this unit is recognized by the NHI as globally 
imperiled (G2 ranking).  This unit is an ecological gem that deserves careful attention.  
The diversity of plant and animal species within this unit is robust.  If intentional steps 
are not taken to preserve the components of this ecosystem it will likely transition into a 
closed canopy forest.    
 
This management unit contains unique habitat that accommodates a unique assemblage 
of plants and animals.  Some examples of species found within this unit, but not generally 
elsewhere within the county forest, include:  Five-Lined Skink, Eastern Kingbird, Indian 
Grass, and Coreopsis.  Maintaining the integrity of this ecosystem is key to preserving 
biodiversity within the larger context of the landscape. By managing this unit in such a 
way as to create large areas of young forest, the likelihood of the area supporting viable 
breeding populations of plants and animals such as those listed above increases.   
 
Most wet meadows found within the Clark County Forest are dominated by various 
species of sedges; however, grasses dominate many wet meadows within this unit. These 
natural grass openings provide excellent food and cover for game and non-game wildlife.  
These openings are unique, they blend into the landscape, and they complement the 
surrounding barrens.   
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Cutting through the middle of the unit is the South Fork of the Eau Claire River.  This 
river is responsible for the deep sand deposits (soil parent material) and steep terraces 
found in this unit.  The riverbed itself has a variety of substrates ranging from silt to sand 
to large cobble.  Topography adjacent to the river is also variable.  In some places, there 
are wide flat fertile flood plains supporting stands of silver maple; in other locations, 
there are steep banks or sand dunes.  The river running through this unit supports a warm 
water sport fishery and populations of freshwater mussels.  The sand dunes and steep 
sandy banks are utilized by turtles as egg laying locations.  Shallow pools within the 
flood plains serve as breeding sites for amphibians.  Otter, beaver, mink and bald eagles 
also frequent this stretch of river.   
 
There are intermittent and perennial streams and other wet areas within this unit that also 
increase the suitability of this unit as wildlife habitat.  This variation in moisture regimes 
increases the total diversity of plant and animal species found within this unit.  Of special 
interest, the majority of Iron Run Marsh, considered a large intact example of northern 
wet forest (black spruce / tamarack on sphagnum), is located in this unit west of Spruce 
Lake.   
 
Blanding’s Turtle is known to inhabit many of the shallow wetlands within this unit.  
They prefer to nest in open uplands sites with sandy soils.  Maintaining openings in low 
traffic areas near wetlands adjacent to Spruce Lake, Iron Run Flowage, Horse Creek 
Flowage, and the south end of Rock Dam Lake will benefit this species.     
 
Focal Species 
 
Dividing the Clark County Forest into seven separate ecological management units, each 
with a special habitat emphasis, is a “coarse-filter” approach to providing a variety of 
forest habitats.  Incorporating complimentary “fine-filter” wildlife management goals that 
specifically address the needs of representative wildlife species with the most specialized 
habitat requirements further encourages protection of these species of highest 
conservation need.  Other species with less particular habitat requirements, such as many 
game species, may also benefit from these specific habitat goals.  The species identified 
below are those species considered when defining the “fine-filter” wildlife management 
goals for this management unit.            
 

 Karner Blue Butterfly:  Federally endangered insect that requires wild 
lupine as a host plant.  Lupine grows best on recently disturbed dry sandy 
sites.  Main threats to this species are habitat loss and isolation due to natural 
succession. 

 Five-lined skink, Brown thrasher, Eastern Kingbird, Field Sparrow:  
Prefer open woodlands with grassy herbaceous layer.  The greatest threat to 
these species is a loss of early succession habitat from the landscape due to 
natural succession, encroachment of brush, and maturation of timber. 

 Blanding’s Turtle:  State special concern, require shallow wetlands and 
utilize neighboring sandy uplands as nesting sites – with a preference for open 
areas with disturbed soils.  Natural succession threatens to reduce the 
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availability of suitable nesting sites adjacent to wetlands.  Undeveloped land 
adjacent to and between wetlands will also benefit this species during seasonal 
migrations.     

 
Monitoring and Adaptive Management 
 
Consistent with the county’s KBB incidental take permit issued in 2000 and most 
recently renewed in 2019, surveys are conducted for lupine and KBBs in accordance with 
the guidelines of the WDNR and HCP.  The Department will continue to participate in 
this process and follow guidelines established by the KBB HCP partnership.     
 
General monitoring will take place every ten to twenty years during regular scheduled 
stand visits (recon updates).   More frequent stand entrance may result due to KBB 
related monitoring.  Stand information will be updated, in GIS and WISFIRS and 
changes in lupine occurrence will be documented. 
 
More intense plant and animal monitoring may be conducted by forestry staff or 
interested volunteers.  This more intense monitoring should seek to document the 
occurrence of certain plant and animal species. Of particular interest in this unit are other 
rare barrens butterflies, Blandings Turtle, and NHI listed barrens flora. 
 
No bird species occurring within this unit are exclusive to Pine Barrens habitat; however, 
featuring birds of both forest and grassland communities is unique.  Intense monitoring is 
not required.  In the absence of in-depth monitoring for specific species of animals, it will 
be assumed that if the management plan for this unit is adhered to, these specialized 
forest species may be present. Focal species not tracked by NHI can be monitored by 
referencing webpages, such as the Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas 
(https://ebird.org/atlaswi/explore), which allow citizens to submit sightings. Review of 
webpages, such as the one mentioned, can be done on an as needed basis. 
   
Measures of success (2019 values in parenthesis) 
 

 Increase acreage occupied by lupine and/or KBB (247 acres of lupine) 
 Increase acreage of jack pine (898 acres) 
 Increase or stable acreage burned in the last five years (0 acres total in the past 5 

years.) 
 Decrease acreage of invasive plants (100 acres impacted by invasive plants) 
 Presence of focal species (All focal species present) 
 Presence of other rare barrens butterflies such as Frosted Elphin, Perceus 

Duskywing, and Dusted Skipper none which have been documented in this EMU 
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Aspen Rotation Length in EMU 3 White Pine Rotation Length in EMU 3

Habitat Type Rotation Length Intermediate Treatment Habitat Type

PVGy 40 PVGy
PArVHa 45 PArVHa
AVb-V 45 AVb-V
ATAtOn 40 ATAtOn
PArVRh 40 PArVRh

**Rotation of all Plantations = 90 years
Red Maple Rotation Length in EMU 3 Extended rotation = 150 years (Only HVCF applications)

Habitat Type Rotation Length Intermediate Treatment Jack Pine Rotations in EMU 3

PVGy 55 Site Index 60+ 55 50 45 40 35 30
PArVHa 55 Rotation Age 45 45 45 45 45 45 45
AVb-V 55 *site indexes >60  cap rotation @ 55 years

ATAtOn 55
PArVRh 55 Tamarack Rotations in EMU 3

Site Index 60 50 40 30 20
Scrub/Black Oak Rotation Length in EMU 3 Rotation Age 80 90 100 120 130

Habitat Type Rotation Length Intermediate Treatment Black Spruce Rotations in EMU 3

PVGy 60 Site Index 60 50 40 30 20
PArVHa 60 Rotation Age 80 100 110 120 130
AVb-V 60
ATAtOn 60 White Birch Rotation Length for EMU 3

PArVRh 60 Normal Rotation = 60 years

Red Pine Rotation Length in EMU 3

Habitat Type Rotation Length Intermediate Treatment

PVGy 70* Thin @ 30
PArVHa 70* Thin @ 30
AVb-V 70* Thin @ 30
ATAtOn 70* Thin @ 30
PArVRh 70* Thin @ 30

Oak Rotation Length in EMU 3

Habitat Type Rotation Length Intermediate Treatment

PArVHa 90 Thin @ 35
AVb-V 90 Thin @ 35
AVb 90 Thin @ 35
ATM 90 Thin @ 35
ATAtOn 120 Thin @ 35
TMC 90 Thin @ 35
AHVb 90 Thin @ 35
AH 90 Thin @ 35
PArVRh 90 Thin @ 35

Thin @ 35

110
120
120

EMU 3 - HARVEST SCHEDULES

Intermediate Treatment

Thin @ 35

Rotation Length

80
80

Thin @ 35
Thin @ 35
Thin @ 35
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Unit #4 
Aspen / Oak / Pine 

 
Overview 
 
This 23,268 acre unit has loamy sand and sandy soils capable of supporting stands of 
high quality aspen, red/ white oak, and pine.  This unit is better suited for pine sawlog 
production than Unit 1, because it generally has sandier soils with slightly lower nutrient 
content.  There are numerous black spruce bogs within this unit and low representation of 
northern hardwoods.  Currently, about 23% of this management unit is being managed 
for oak sawtimber, 9% for pine sawlogs, and 38% is being managed for aspen.  This unit 
is broken into two blocks separated by an area of wet, low fertility soils.  Some 
opportunity to manage for late successional and structurally diverse habitat exists in and 
around large patches of mature timber – most notably in and around the one remnant 
stand of hemlock within this unit.   
 
Timber Management Goals 
 

 Increase the area dedicated to hardwood sawlog production 
 Increase the area dedicated to pine sawlog production 
 Grow big-tooth aspen on well-drained sites on extended rotations 
 Increase the size and value of existing trees  
 Regenerate oak on upland sites 
 Encourage white pine on poorly drained sites 

 
Wildlife Management Goals 
 

 Provide long term closed-canopy deciduous forest cover with a high/tall canopy 
 Create and maintain large (>200 acre) contiguous block of mature forest where 

timber types allow 
 Maintain critical habitat components of late succession and structurally developed 

forest (i.e. nesting cavities, coarse woody debris greater than 12” in diameter, 
clean surface water, areas of undisturbed litter layer/soil) 

 Provide mixed deciduous-coniferous forest cover of various age classes and patch 
sizes  

 
Non-commercial Vegetation Management Goals  
 

 Expand acreage occupied by hemlock and yellow birch 
 Maintain populations of unique bog species 
 Provide late successional and structurally developed habitat with low frequency of 

soil disturbance 
 Encourage the presence of long sedge and bog fern by promoting the White Pine 

– Red Maple Swamp natural community in areas with PArVRh habitat type  
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Unique Aesthetic and/or Recreational Goals 
 

 Continue to offer trails for ATV and snowmobiles 
 Continue to offer trails for off-road motorcycles 
 Continue to offer trails for horseback riding 

 
Unique Features 
 

 Large patches of mid-large size class timber 
 Large oak complexes (>125 acres) 
 Structurally developed habitat with undisturbed soils 
 Remnant hemlock stand 
 Bald Peak 
 Mentor Marsh and other large peatlands 
 Sensitive stream corridors and areas of groundwater seepage 
 State Highway 10 – and associated high public visibility 

 
Appropriate Non-traditional Management Tools 
 

 Extended rotation harvest schedule 
 Thinning big-tooth aspen on productive upland sites 
 Reserve (no-cut) areas 
 Active management to accelerate “old growth” conditions 

 
Inappropriate Non-traditional Management Tools 
 

 Short rotation harvest schedule 
 
Methods of Achieving Management Goals 
 
Release and thinning (sometimes pre-commercial) will be conducted to favor oak (and 
mixed hardwoods) over aspen wherever the opportunity exists on well-drained sites.  
When aspen and oak stands are between 30 and 40 years of age, they will be surveyed to 
consider whether a merchantable harvest (thinning) could be conducted to reduce 
stocking to levels (utilize appropriate stocking charts), increase the component of oak in 
the stand, and increase growth rates of young responsive hardwood crop trees (including 
residual aspen).  Subsequent thinnings will always maintain stocking levels between A- 
and B-lines on appropriate stocking charts, and a shearing requirement will not be 
enforced until +/- 10 years prior to the stand’s scheduled final harvest.  At that time, the 
management objective will switch from quality sawlog production to a goal of 
regenerating the stand.  Extended rotation (rotation age of 110-120+) should be 
considered on productive oak sites supporting trees with good form and for stands 
adjacent to other late successional habitat or reserve areas.  Where appropriate and as 
opportunity allows, prescribed fire may be used, in conjunction with shelterwood 
harvests, to regenerate oak. 
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Thinning to favor white pine will be considered on mesic to wet-mesic sites with low 
nutrient soils (PArVRh), and areas adjacent to the hemlock stand.  White pine is one of 
the most productive species on this habitat type.  Furthermore, white pine fits into the late 
successional scheme of this unit.  The needle-rich litter layer beneath a pine overstory is 
more conducive to hemlock seedling establishment than a deciduous leaf layer; so white 
pine TSI conducted immediately adjacent to a hemlock seed source could fit into the 
long-term plan of expanding the area of hemlock.  White pine TSI will not be conducted 
on well drained upland soils supporting big-tooth aspen. 
 
In early spring of 2003, non-commercial mechanical hemlock sapling release was 
conducted surrounding the grove of hemlock east of Bald Peak Forest Rd.  This was done 
in an effort to expand the acreage of hemlock growing in this area.  Additional hemlock 
management could take place as needed to maintain the vigor and increase seed 
production of this stand.  Similar activities could be implemented to favor yellow birch. 
 
Red Maple stands with a component of red oak, white oak, and white pine will be thinned 
if the potential for growing sawlogs exists. 
 
Stands that are heavy to aspen will be grown on rotations of 40 years or more, depending 
on site index and habitat type (following Silvicultural Handbook and Clark County’s 
stand scheduling guidelines).  Longer rotations will generate more aspen bolts and 
increase the value of wood products produced within this unit.  Longer rotations may also 
be considered for stands of high significance in terms of achieving spatial and temporal 
goals - such as creating or maintaining large patches of unfragmented habitat.  In some 
instances, foresters may consider thinning big-tooth aspen stands on productive upland 
sites when they are between 30 and 40 years old to increase the size and quality of 
residual big-tooth aspen stems. 
 
Future management should strive to create and/or maintain natural nesting cavity trees as 
they are important structural components of mature forests.  Standing dead and over 
mature trees will consciously be retained by means of leave islands, BMP buffers, and 
individual den trees within or adjacent to timber sales.  These cavity trees should be of 
mixed species including aspen over 12” in diameter.   
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Management Recommendations by Habitat Type 
 
Below are the habitat types represented in this unit and management recommendations 
for each type: 
 
PArVHa:  Dry to Dry-Mesic with poor to medium nutrient regime. This is the dominant     
habitat type of this area.  Favor aspen, oak, and pines during commercial harvests.  
Conduct oak release and red pine release where sufficient regeneration exists. 
 
PArVRh:  Mesic to Wet-Mesic with poor nutrient regime.  White pine and red maple 
show the best potential in terms of productivity.  Favor them over other species during 
commercial harvests.  Long-term goal is white pine on this habitat type.   
 
AVB-V:  Dry-Mesic to Dry, medium nutrient regime.  Manage for mid-succession 
species, such as oak and northern hardwood, where possible.  Manage for aspen and pine 
where oak is absent.  Conduct pre-commercial oak TSI where sufficient regeneration 
exists.  Long-term goal should be mixed stands heavy to oak on this habitat type.      
 
AVB:  Dry-Mesic with medium to rich nutrient regime.  Manage for mid-succession 
species, such as oak and northern hardwood, where possible.  Manage for aspen where 
oak is absent.  Conduct pre-commercial oak TSI where sufficient regeneration exists.  
Long-term goal should be mixed stands heavy to oak on this habitat type.   
 
ATAtOn:  Mesic to Wet-Mesic with a medium nutrient regime.  This habitat type is 
uncommon within this unit and typically occurs in small scattered low areas, often along 
streams.  Red Maple and Black Ash productivity is optimal on this type.  Yellow Birch 
frequently occurs on this habitat type.  Other species can be managed on these sites, but 
productivity may be reduced due to excessive moisture.  Riparian buffer strips and other 
unmanaged reserve areas (islands) on this habitat type will favor the locally uncommon 
plant community that develops in later successional stages on this habitat type.  Long-
term management should be for swamp hardwoods and/or biodiversity.   
 
Sites too wet to habitat type:  There are several large areas, as well as many smaller 
wetlands that are too wet to be assigned a habitat type.  Currently these soils are 
supporting a variety of covertypes including alder, muskeg, tamarack and spruce.  
Management opportunities are very limited on these soils.  Passive management is most 
appropriate for these sites.    
 
Diversity Protection and Enhancement 
 
Due to the past three decades of intensive even-aged management within the overall 
landscape of the Clark County Forest, there has been a reduction in the size and number 
of large contiguous blocks of mature timber.  By setting a goal of retaining or creating 
large tracts of mature deciduous forest, the department can assure the presence of this 
type of habitat in the future.   
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By managing this unit in such a way as to create large contiguous blocks of closed 
canopy forest, the likelihood of the area supporting viable breeding populations of plants 
and animals indicative of mature, closed-canopy forest rises.  In many cases this unit is 
bordered by mature timber on private property. For now, this complements the 
management objectives of this unit.   
 
The intermittent navigable streams and wet areas within this unit will further increase the 
suitability of this unit as wildlife habitat.  In many cases, the stream corridors have 
mucky soils supporting yellow birch and plants associated with wet, fertile soils 
(ATAtOn habitat type).  In these instances, buffer strips wider than what is recommended 
in the state Best Management Practices (BMP) handbook could be left to protect these 
soft soils, maintain water quality, and additionally serve as (late succession) reserve areas 
where coarse woody debris and cavity trees are abundant.  
 
Mentor Marsh, located in the southwest corner of this unit, is recognized as an area of 
high conservation value forest because it is a large intact peatland community.  No 
management activities are planned for this area.  
 
Management that favors white pine and red maple stands in areas with PArVRh habitat 
type will encourage the maintenance and expansion of the “white pine – red maple 
swamp” natural community.          
 
At the stand level, diversity will be enhanced throughout this management unit by 
retaining pine, ash, hickory, butternut and basswood as crop trees in oak/maple 
dominated stands.  Scattered dead and over mature trees will also be retained to increase 
the number of ecological niches within each stand and the unit as a whole.   
 
Focal Species 
 
Dividing the Clark County Forest into seven separate ecological management units, each 
with a special habitat emphasis, is a “coarse-filter” approach to providing a variety of 
forest habitats.  Incorporating complimentary “fine-filter” wildlife management goals that 
specifically address the needs of representative wildlife species with the most specialized 
habitat requirements further encourages protection of these species of highest 
conservation need.  Other species with less particular habitat requirements, such as many 
game species, may also benefit from these specific habitat goals.  The species identified 
below are those species considered when defining the “fine-filter” wildlife management 
goals for this management unit.            
 

 Cerulean warbler, Yellow-throated vireo, Eastern wood pewee, and Wood 
thrush:  These neo-tropical migrant songbirds prefer mature hardwood forests 
as breeding habitat – and have a tendency to favor oak dominated stands.  
Cerulean warbler is associated with unfragmented patches of (older) structurally 
developed forest 200 acres in size or larger.  Habitat fragmentation and 
destruction are the greatest threats to this suite of species.  
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 Red backed salamander:  This amphibian is sensitive to desiccation due to 
canopy removal (requires cool, moist, interior conditions), dependent upon 
coarse woody debris (>12” diameter for breeding) on the forest floor, and its 
dispersal is limited by habitat fragmentation/connectivity of suitable habitat.  
Success of this species is limited by the interruption of forest succession, habitat 
fragmentation, and prevention/destruction of old forest.   

 Eastern Hemlock and Yellow Birch:  These two shade tolerant tree species 
require cool moist soil conditions for seed germination. Down woody debris can 
also provide a suitable substrate for seedling establishment.  Greatest threats to 
these species include herbivory by deer and seed desiccation.      

 
Monitoring and Adaptive Management 
 
General monitoring takes place every ten to twenty years during regular scheduled stand 
visits (recon updates).   
 
As stands are visited, the presence of standing dead and scattered over mature trees will 
be verified.  Furthermore, these cavity/den trees could be examined for signs of use.  
Signs of use include woodpecker holes, and chewed natural openings. The presence of 
woodpecker holes (especially greater than 1.5” in diameter) is a good indication that 
habitat goals are being met in regards to cavity nesters.  Since many of the other cavity-
nesting species are secondary cavity nesters, that is they use existing cavities, the 
presence of primary excavators (woodpeckers) precedes their success.  Large down 
woody debris is also an important component of this habitat.  It too will indirectly be 
monitored by observing the presence of standing dead and over mature trees – as these 
will some day drop to the forest floor. 
 
At the same time, basal areas and timber type will be examined.  Basal areas should 
exceed 70 sq. feet/acre in thinned stands of hardwoods.  The general health of all tree 
species should be noted, and the continued productive growth of big-tooth aspen over 40 
years old should be confirmed.   
 
More intense monitoring may be conducted by forestry staff, other agency partners, or 
interested volunteers.  This more intense monitoring should seek to document the 
presence of animal and plant species tracked by the NHI. Of particular interest is the 
Cerulean Warbler.  Cerulean Warblers, a state threatened species, are rare, but present in 
Clark County.  They have the habitat requirement of large stands of mature timber with 
an open understory.  The future presence of this species is possible in this unit, and if 
documented, should be viewed as a great success.   
 
Intense monitoring is not required.  In the absence of in-depth monitoring for specific 
species of animals, it will be assumed that if the management plan for this unit is adhered 
to, these specialized forest species may be present. Focal species not tracked by NHI can 
be monitored by referencing webpages, such as the Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas 
(https://ebird.org/atlaswi/explore), which allow citizens to submit sightings. Review of 
webpages, such as the one mentioned, can be done on an as needed basis. 
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Measures of Success (2019 values in parenthesis) 
 

 5” + DBH timber expressed in acreage – increasing (12,134 acres) 
 Decrease acreage supporting timber less than 20 years old – decreasing (3,220 

acres) 
 Continued presence or expansion of the ranges of focal species (All focal species 

except Cerulean Warbler are present) 
 Continue to monitor and treat invasive species 
 Increase acreage and volume of sawlog-sized stands (4,381 acres of diameter 

class 9-15, 11-15, or 15+.  Total estimated sawlog volume for all stands within 
this unit is 30,391 MBF)  
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Aspen Rotation Length in EMU 4 White Pine Rotation Length in EMU 4

Habitat Type Rotation Length Intermediate Treatment Habitat Type

PArVHa 50-60* Thin @ 35** PVGy
AVb-V 50-60* Thin @ 35** PArVHa
AVb 55-60* Thin @ 35** AVb-V
ATM 50-60* Thin @ 35** AVb 
ATAtOn 40 ATM
TMC 40 ATAtOn
AHVb 55-60* Thin @ 35** TMC
AHI 40 AHVb
AH 55-60* Thin @ 35** AH
PArVRh 40 PArVRh
* extended rotation only if thinned **Rotation of all Plantations = 90 years

Extended rotation = 150 years (Only HVCF applications)

Red Maple Rotation Length in EMU 4 Jack Pine Rotations in EMU 4

Site Index 60+ 55 50 45 40 35 30
Habitat Type Rotation Length Intermediate Treatment Rotation Age 55 52 50 47 45 42 40
PVGy 60 *site indexes >60  cap rotation @ 55 years

PArVHa 60
AVb-V 80* Thin @ 35 Tamarack Rotations in EMU 4

AVb 80* Thin @ 35 Site Index 60 50 40 30 20
ATM 60 Rotation Age 80 90 100 120 130
ATAtOn 80* Thin @ 35
TMC 60 Black Spruce Rotations in EMU 4

AHVb 60 Site Index 60 50 40 30 20
AHI 60 Rotation Age 80 100 110 120 130
AH 60
PArVRh 60 White Birch Rotation Length for EMU 4

* extended rotation Normal Rotation = 60 years

Scrub/Black Oak Rotation Length in EMU 4

Habitat Type Rotation Length Intermediate Treatment

PVGy 80*
PArVHa 80*
AVb-V 80*
AVb 80*
ATM 80*
ATAtOn 80*
TMC 80*
AHVb 80*
AHI 80*
AH 80*
PArVRh 80*
* extended rotation

Red Pine Rotation Length in EMU 4

Habitat Type Rotation Length Intermediate Treatment

PVGy 70 Thin @ 25
PArVHa 70 Thin @ 25
AVb-V 70 Thin @ 25
AVb 70 Thin @ 25
ATM 70 Thin @ 25
ATAtOn 70 Thin @ 25
TMC 70 Thin @ 25
AHVb 70 Thin @ 25
AHI 70 Thin @ 25
AH 70 Thin @ 25
PArVRh 70 Thin @ 25

Oak Rotation Length in EMU 4

Habitat Type Rotation Length Intermediate Treatment

PArVHa 100 Thin @ 35
AVb-V 110 Thin @ 35
AVb 110 Thin @ 35
ATM 110 Thin @ 35
ATAtOn 120 Thin @ 35
TMC 90 Thin @ 35
AHVb 110 Thin @ 35
AHI 110 Thin @ 35
AH 110 Thin @ 35
PArVRh 90 Thin @ 35

Rotation Length Intermediate Treatment

110 Thin @ 35
120 Thin @ 35

Thin @ 35

120 Thin @ 35

120 Thin @ 35
120 Thin @ 35
120

EMU 4 - HARVEST SCHEDULES

** depends on hardwood componant and stand quality.

120 Thin @ 35
120 Thin @ 35
120 Thin @ 35

120 Thin @ 35
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Unit #5 
Mixed Coniferous Forest 

 
Overview 
 
This 18,247 acre unit supports the most extensive area of coniferous and mixed 
coniferous forest within the Clark County Forest (CCF). This unit is broken into two 
blocks located in southwest Clark County.  Jack pine represents a large component of the 
coniferous forest cover and this unit has a greater diversity of age classes among 
coniferous cover types than found elsewhere in the CCF. 
 
Management unit six divides unit five into northern and southern tracts and unit six also 
supports coniferous forest; however, the emphasis of unit six is on mature forest.  These 
two adjacent management units complement each other well, and while their boundaries 
are delineated for this management plan, their functions and objectives do overlap. 
       
The topography of this unit tends to be relatively flat.  In many cases, the water table is 
near the soil surface.  Minor changes in the hydrology of each site can significantly affect 
tree growth (especially aspen) within this unit. There are several recreation areas within 
this unit, which warrant special aesthetic management.  This unit has a variety of soil 
textures, but is dominated by poorly drained sands (PArVRh habitat type).  There are no 
large areas of exceptionally fertile soils within this unit. Generally, the soils of this unit 
are capable of producing pulp, bolts, lower quality deciduous sawlogs, and high quality 
pine sawlogs.   
     
Timber Management Goals 

 
 Maintain a diversity of tree species at the stand level 
 Pulp production (A, PJ, MX, OO, PW, PR) 
 Produce a steady supply of merchantable wood products 
 Manage long-lived pine species for sawlog production 
 Maintain or increase the conifer component of this unit – especially jack pine and 

white pine 
 

Wildlife Management Goals 
 

 Provide short term “shrub” cover (2-15 yrs. after harvest) 
 Maintain mixed coniferous cover of various patch sizes and age classes 
 Maintain critical habitat components (i.e. nesting cavities, mast trees) 
 Maintain the black spruce cover type  
 Preserve wetland integrity 
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Non-commercial Vegetation Management Goals  
 

 Preserve high quality peatland habitat 
 Maintain sites in various seral stages from early succession to old-growth  

 
Unique Aesthetic and/or Recreational Goals 
 

 Maintain the ATV/snowmobile trails in this unit 
 
Unique Features  
 

 Jack pine growing on wet sites, with primarily non-serotinous cones 
 Large spruce and tamarack bogs 
 Western slope of Bruce Mound 

 
Appropriate Non-traditional Management Tools  

 
 Early final harvest of red pine on wet sites 
 Could utilize extended rotation on select white pine stands 

 
Inappropriate Non-traditional Management Tools 

 
 None 

 
Methods of Achieving Management Goals 
 
Release and thinning (sometimes pre-commercial) may be conducted to favor conifers.  
Oak TSI should be of lower priority within this unit and, if it is conducted, it should take 
place on well-drained soils with the potential of growing saw log sized trees.  It is 
desirable to maintain some oak in this unit and the best way to accomplish this is by 
leaving residual oak standing during timber harvests.  Jack pine release is generally the 
TSI of highest priority within this unit.  Chemical release of young densely stocked 
patches of jack pine seedlings may be conducted (on soils with sufficient levels of 
organic matter) in an effort to complete TSI quickly.  Chemical release costs about half as 
much as contracting out hand release and can be completed at a rate of about 5 acres per 
hour.  While chemical release facilitates the preservation of jack pine as a timber type on 
a greater number of acres than hand release would, there are conflicts between the use of 
herbicides and some of the other goals of this management unit.  For example, there 
could be short-term and long-term impacts on habitat quality, stand-level plant and 
animal diversity, and local nutrient cycles (the respective impacts of hand release are less 
severe).  Use of herbicides should be practiced cautiously, and with consideration of all 
management objectives.             
 
White pine stands of good quality may be pruned to increase the value of timber grown. 
Intermediate thinnings should achieve several goals simultaneously, including increasing 
the structural diversity of the stand.  It is important to consider leaving den trees, or 
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overmature trees (with potential of becoming den trees) when conducting intermediate 
thinnings.  Managers may also intentionally thin in a manner that creates various stocking 
levels/densities across the stand.    
 
When conducting jack pine regeneration harvests, it may be desirable to cut much of the 
white pine component of the stand to prevent the site from converting into white pine. 
 
During regeneration harvests, residual trees should be left uncut to benefit wildlife and 
aesthetics.  Islands and individual leave/den trees should be left uncut to provide mast 
and increase the heterogeneity of stands, which becomes especially important after the 
crown closure stage of stand development.  Islands should contain oak as well as all other 
species represented in the stand; they should also contain standing dead and/or trees with 
nesting cavities.  Islands/reserve areas should be of different shapes and sizes including 
reserve areas over 5 acres in size.  Managed or unmanaged stands of long-lived species 
that contain an abundance of den trees could also serve this function. 
 
Forested peatlands (black spruce and tamarack) should be left uncut or assigned very low 
harvest priority.  The sensitivity of these ecosystems and presence of uncommon non-
commercial species makes the sustainable timber management on these sites difficult.  If 
harvesting on peat soils is to take place, smaller/isolated stands of tamarack should be 
considered before stands of black spruce. 
 
Wetland crossings will be constructed in a manner that will not impede water flow.  
Timber harvesting within wetlands will be restricted to winter or dry soil conditions.  
Potentially wet roads, as well as all game trails, may be bunkered or gated to restrict 
vehicular access when logging activity ceases.  
 
Whole tree harvesting operations are acceptable within this unit during regeneration 
harvests; however, they could affect maintenance of the soil litter layer, nutrient cycles, 
and steps to prevent rutting and compaction should be implemented.  Tree-length 
skidding may scarify the site and encourage pine regeneration but repeated harvests of 
this type may cause long-term losses in site productivity. 
 
Management Recommendations by Habitat Type 
 
Below are the habitat types represented in this unit and management recommendations 
for each type: 
 
PArVHa:  Dry to Dry-Mesic with poor to medium nutrient regime.  Favor pine, aspen, or 
mixed stands of conifers and hardwoods during commercial harvests.          
 
PArVRh:  Mesic to Wet-Mesic with poor nutrient regime.  This is the dominant     
habitat type of this area.  Favor jack pine and white pine.  Long-term goal should be jack 
pine and/or white pine on this habitat type.  Jack pine TSI is highly desirable from both 
silvicultural and ecological standpoints.    
 

3000-64



Sites too wet to habitat type:  Over a third of this management unit has soils that are too 
wet to be assigned a habitat type.  Currently these soils are supporting a variety of cover 
types including alder, muskeg, tamarack and spruce.  Management opportunities are very 
limited on these soils, but tamarack, and in some cases spruce, could potentially be 
harvested at some point.        
 
Diversity Protection and Enhancement 
 
This unit contributes to the overall diversity of the CCF (landscape) by providing 
coniferous cover of all ages.  The extensive acreage of jack pine on wet sites is the most 
unique component of this unit.  Jack pine acreage is decreasing within the region overall. 
Since jack pine growing on wet sites is unusual, perpetuating the jack pine on these sites 
contributes to diversity at multiple levels.  In addition to jack pine, there are also large 
patches of white and red pine.  The coniferous and mixed coniferous stands within this 
unit differ from the coniferous stands found in Unit 3 (Pine Barrens) significantly in 
terms of crown closure, soil texture, moisture, and associated plant community.  Animals 
that favor coniferous cover will find suitable habitat plentiful in this unit. This includes 
resident species as well as summer and winter migrants.   
 
Even-aged management employed on various rotation lengths (depending on overstory 
species) will encourage a variety of understory plant communities to persist.  Varying 
moisture gradients across small areas will also facilitate diverse flora at the stand level.   
 
Bird diversity is expected to be lowest in dense sapling and pole-sized stands, and remain 
low until gaps in the upper canopy form.  The same trend holds true for ground 
vegetation.  Because of the mixed (deciduous/conifer) nature of stands within this unit, 
diversity is not expected to decline to the levels experienced in pure hardwood stands.  
Heterogeneity created by unharvested islands and individual leave trees will help to 
increase diversity at the stand level by providing additional niches.  Depending on the 
size, shape, and management, diversity may be exceptionally low within red pine 
plantations at all stages after crown closure.  Deliberate management efforts to diversify 
these stands structurally and compositionally are warranted.  
 
Clearcutting within this unit may affect mature forest flora and fauna.  Leaving den trees 
and a few islands of mature timber over 20 acres in size may maintain small populations 
of these mature forest species which can then “seed” into surrounding stands as they 
mature.    
 
The intermittent and perennial streams, sedge meadows, bogs, and especially wet or dry 
areas within this unit enhance the diversity of plant and animal species found here.  The 
upper west-facing slopes of Bruce Mound support rare plant species and are recognized 
by the department as High Conservation Value Forest (HCVF).   
 
Unusually southern populations of migratory songbirds that prefer mixed coniferous 
forests might be identified in this unit.  Populations of these species found near the edge 
of their range often have genetics that are different from populations found in the core of 
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their range. Maintaining this genetic diversity should increase species resiliency and their 
ability to adapt to changing environmental conditions such as climate change.  The 
management plan for this unit, specifically the preservation of lowland spruce, should 
encourage future use by these migratory species. 
 
Focal Species 
 
Dividing the Clark County Forest into seven separate ecological management units, each 
with a special habitat emphasis, is a “coarse-filter” approach to providing a variety of 
forest habitats.  Incorporating complimentary “fine-filter” wildlife management goals that 
specifically address the needs of representative wildlife species with the most specialized 
habitat requirements further encourages protection of these species of highest 
conservation need.  Other species with less particular habitat requirements, such as many 
game species, may also benefit from these specific habitat goals.  The species identified 
below are those species considered when defining the “fine-filter” wildlife management 
goals for this management unit.            
 

 Northern Saw-whet Owl, Northern Flying Squirrel:  Require conifer cover and 
nesting cavities with at least a 2” entrance hole. Flying squirrel dispersal limited 
by the connectivity of suitable habitat.  Resource most limited is availability of 
nesting cavities in mature trees.     

 Yellow-rumped Warbler, Golden-Crowned Kinglet, Yellow-bellied 
Flycatcher, Olive-sided Flycatcher and Connecticut Warbler:  These 
migratory birds all depend on conifer cover and are typically found north of Clark 
County.  Their presence may be an indication of the high quality of habitat 
available in this management unit. 

 
Monitoring and Adaptive Management 
 
General monitoring takes place every ten to twenty years during regular scheduled stand 
visits (recon updates).   
 
As stands are visited, the presence of standing dead and scattered over mature trees will 
be verified. The presence of woodpecker holes within these residual trees should also be 
monitored to assure that habitat goals are being met in regards to cavity nesters. The 
presence of woodpeckers themselves is another option.  Since most of the cavity nesting 
species in this unit are secondary cavity nesters, that is they use existing cavities, the 
presence of primary excavators or residual trees with existing cavities is critical to their 
success.   
 
More intense monitoring may be conducted by forestry staff, other agency partners, or 
interested volunteers.  This more intense monitoring should seek to document the 
presence of animal and plant species tracked by the NHI. 
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Intense monitoring is not required.  In the absence of in-depth monitoring for specific 
species of animals, it will be assumed that if the management plan for this unit is adhered 
to, these specialized forest species may be present. Focal species not tracked by NHI can 
be monitored by referencing webpages, such as the Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas 
(https://ebird.org/atlaswi/explore), which allow citizens to submit sightings. Review of 
webpages, such as the one mentioned, can be done on an as needed basis. 
 
Measures of Success (2019 values in parenthesis) 
 

 Total acreage of stands with coniferous (pine, spruce or tamarack) primary type - 
increasing (8147 acres)  

 Total acreage of deciduous stands with coniferous secondary type – increasing or 
stable (5,461 acres) 

 Presence of focal species (All present except Connecticut warbler) 
 Continue to monitor and treat invasive species 
 Variability of age class on timberlands – stable or becoming more variable (4785 

acres less than 20 years old, 7166 acres age 20-49, 3532 acres age 50+) 
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Aspen Rotation Length in EMU 5 White Pine Rotation Length in EMU 5

Habitat Type Rotation Length Intermediate Treatment Habitat Type

PVGy 40 PVGy
PArVHa 45 PArVHa
AVb-V 50-60* Thin @ 35** AVb-V
PArVRh 40 ATAtOn
* extended rotation only if thinned PArVRh

**Rotation of all Plantations = 90 years
Extended rotation = 150 years (Only HVCF applications)

Red Maple Rotation Length in EMU 5

Jack Pine Rotations in EMU 5

Habitat Type Rotation Length Intermediate Treatment Site Index 60+ 55 50 45 40 35 30
PVGy 55 Rotation Age 55 52 50 47 45 42 40
PArVHa 55 *site indexes >60  cap rotation @ 55 years

AVb-V 55
AVb 55 Tamarack Rotations in EMU 5

ATM 55 Site Index 60 50 40 30 20
ATAtOn 55 Rotation Age 80 90 100 120 130
TMC 55
AHVb 55 Black Spruce Rotations in EMU 5

AHI 55 Site Index 60 50 40 30 20
AH 55 Rotation Age 80 100 110 120 130
PArVRh 55
PARVRH 55 White Birch Rotation Length for EMU 5

Normal Rotation = 60 years
Scrub/Black Oak Rotation Length in EMU 5

Habitat Type Rotation Length Intermediate Treatment

PVGy 70
PArVHa 70
AVb-V 70
AVb 70
ATM 70
ATAtOn 70
TMC 70
AHVb 70
AHI 70
AH 70
PArVRh 70
PARVRH 70

Red Pine Rotation Length in EMU 5

Habitat Type Rotation Length Intermediate Treatment

PVGy 70 Thin @ 25
PArVHa 70 Thin @ 25
AVb-V 70 Thin @ 25
AVb 70 Thin @ 25
ATM 70 Thin @ 25
ATAtOn 70 Thin @ 25
TMC 70 Thin @ 25
AHVb 70 Thin @ 25
AHI 70 Thin @ 25
AH 70 Thin @ 25
PArVRh 70 Thin @ 25
PARVRH 70 Thin @ 25

Oak Rotation Length in EMU 5

Habitat Type Rotation Length Intermediate Treatment

PArVHa 90 Thin @ 35
AVb-V 90 Thin @ 35
AVb 90 Thin @ 35
ATM 90 Thin @ 35
ATAtOn 120 Thin @ 35
TMC 90 Thin @ 35
AHVb 90 Thin @ 35
AH 90 Thin @ 35
PArVRh 90 Thin @ 35

120 Thin @ 35

110 Thin @ 35
120

EMU 5 - HARVEST SCHEDULES

** depends on hardwood componant and stand quality.     

Rotation Length Intermediate Treatment

80 Thin @ 35
110 Thin @ 35

Thin @ 35
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Unit #6 
Long-lived Pine / Oak  

 
Overview 
 
The topography of this 8,979 acre unit tends to be gently rolling, but there are several 
steep sandstone rock outcroppings.  Both Wildcat County Park and the Levis/Trow 
Mounds recreation area are located within this unit.  The presence of silent sport trails 
and scenic overlooks cause this unit to be more aesthetically sensitive than other 
management units.  There are many passively managed stands within this unit and low 
road densities in places as well.  This unit is dominated by sandy soils that in many cases 
are quite acidic. Soil moisture regimes vary drastically from the thin droughty soils found 
on steep south and west facing slopes to hydric soils with thick organic surface layers- 
found in low areas.  Many of the well-drained sandy soils are capable of producing good 
quality pine bolts and sawlogs.  Much of this unit is supporting red and white pine, both 
natural and plantations, while the rest has oak, red maple or in a few cases aspen, as the 
dominant cover type.  Red maple is a common secondary type in many stands.  
Throughout this entire unit, there is a very pronounced white pine seed source.   
     
Timber Management Goals 
 

 Increase the acreage, volume, and value of sawlog-sized pine and oak stands 
 Favor long-lived pine species 
 Minimize the area of productive land occupied by roads  
 Reduce stand susceptibility to gypsy moth defoliation  
 Implement strategies to reduce the risk of HRD infections 

 
Wildlife Management Goals 
 

 Provide long term coniferous/mixed forest cover  
 Create/maintain large (>200 acre) contiguous blocks of older, structurally 

developed forest to the benefit of late succession species 
 Maintain critical habitat components of late succession and structurally developed 

forest (i.e. nesting cavities, coarse woody debris greater than 12” in diameter, 
clean surface water, areas of undisturbed litter layer/soil 

 Wildlife openings should be located and managed to maintain or restore this 
unit’s remnant oak savannas if they are managed for at all. 

 
Non-commercial Vegetation Management Goals  
 

 Maintain populations of yellow birch, beech fern, and oak fern in riparian and 
groundwater upwelling areas 

 Maintain populations of bog dependant species. 
 May be an opportunity to grow lupine as a seed source for use in KBB HCP 
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 Provide late succession habitat with low levels of soil disturbance 
 Encourage the presence of long sedge and bog fern by promoting the White Pine 

– Red Maple Swamp natural community in areas with PArVRh habitat type  
 
Unique Aesthetic and/or Recreational Goals 
 

 Maintain and improve views from overlooks 
 Maintain the various silent sport recreation opportunities associated with 

Levis/Trow Mounds 
 Continue to offer trails for ATV and snowmobiles 
 Continue to provide camping opportunities at Wildcat County Park 

 
Unique Features 
 

 Large patches of mid-large size class timber 
 Mounds 
 White Pine – Red Maple Swamp natural community areas (late succession and 

structurally developed habitat) 
 Remnant oak savannas found in compartments 33, 38, and 40 

 
Appropriate Non-traditional Management Tools 
 

 Extended rotation harvest schedule 
 Reserve (no-cut) areas 
 Active management to simulate or mimic “old growth” conditions 
 Thinning big-tooth aspen on productive upland sites 

 
Inappropriate Non-traditional Management Tools 
 

 Short rotation harvest schedule 
 
Methods of Achieving Management Goals 
 
Release and thinning (sometimes pre-commercial) may be conducted to favor oak and/or 
pine in dense stands where the potential to manage for longer rotations exists.  Pruning of 
red and white pine crop trees (to increase the quality of saw logs) has been conducted in 
some stands, and potential exists to prune additional stands (especially white pine) within 
this unit. Detailed records of pruning projects (date, size of trees etc.) should be kept and 
utilized in the future when marketing the timber. 
 
Future management should strive to create and/or maintain natural nesting cavity trees, as 
they are important structural components of mature forests.  Standing dead and over 
mature trees will consciously be retained by means of leave islands, BMP buffers, and 
individual den trees within or adjacent to timber sales 
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When marking pine stands for thinning, better quality hardwoods (or den trees), 
especially oak, should be retained where they are not competing with pine crop trees.  In 
situations where quality oaks overtop suppressed pine, the pine may be cut and the oak 
left.  Though this has not been the traditional practice in this unit, it is productive, 
maintains stocking levels, and allows the stand to diversify over time.  In all subsequent 
thinnings hardwoods should remain in the overstory as much as possible.  For now, 
hardwood seed source is not a concern.  Regenerating pine on these sites may or may not 
be desirable in the future.  Many of the oak stands in this unit are seeding into white pine.  
Regenerating oak beneath pine may be the easiest and most desirable means of 
perpetuating the oak cover type within this unit.  
 
Stands including or adjacent to silent sport trails, in direct view from overlooks, or 
located on steep slopes, may be managed less intensely than other stands within this unit.  
Due to less intensive management in these areas, there will likely be more nesting/cavity 
and mature trees here when compared to other areas. Management that does occur in 
these areas should focus on retaining a higher density of nesting, cavity, and mature trees. 
 
Wetter sites should be managed for red maple, jack pine, and white pine, with a long-
term goal of white pine sawlogs.  Red maple sawlogs can be grown on the PArVRh 
habitat type. 
 
Oak management should be concentrated on well-drained upland sites.  White oak is less 
nutrient demanding than red oak, more resistant to oak wilt, less likely to die because of 
gypsy moth defoliation, and generally has a longer lifespan.  For these reasons, it may be 
desirable to emphasize white oak while managing oak stands within this unit.      
 
Stands that are heavy to aspen will be grown on rotations of 40 years or more - depending 
on site index and habitat type.  Longer rotations will generate more aspen bolts and 
increase the value of wood products produced within this unit.  Longer rotations will also 
be considered for stands of high significance in terms of achieving spatial and temporal 
goals - such as creating or maintaining large patches of unfragmented habitat.  Foresters 
may consider thinning big-tooth aspen stands on productive upland sites when they are 
30 and 40 years old for the sake of increasing the size and quality of residual aspen stems.  
When regenerating aspen stands, retain conifers, large oak, and some mature aspen.  Over 
time, these stands will become heavier to oak and pine.   
 
The maintenance of grassy openings should be concentrated on degraded savannas within 
this unit.  These savannas will require no planting, limited maintenance, and are located 
on some of the least productive soils in this unit.  Savannas support diverse communities 
of native plants and could serve as a native seed source for restoration activities 
elsewhere in the county forest.  Designated (logging) landing sites could also be 
maintained in herbaceous cover between uses if desired.  
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Emphasizing the unique components of this management unit 
 
This management unit has a high concentration of pole/small sawlog-sized oak and pine.  
It provides habitat to a suite of animals that favor later successional stages of forest.  
High quality patches of late successional habitat have the greatest opportunity for viable 
ecological function when embedded in these surroundings. Clustering of this habitat also 
increases its viability.  For this reason, as well as for aesthetic reasons, the emphasis 
chosen for this management unit is late successional habitat.   
  
Some white pine could be grown to rotation age (extended rotation in this EMU) without 
any (or any further) intermediate management to create and enhance stable soil 
conditions for increased biodiversity and to create aboveground structural diversity.  Wet 
sites may be the most appropriate stands to select for this type of treatment.  Stands that 
meet the requirement to fulfill this goal will be identified by forestry staff and 
documented in WISFIRS to ensure that the long-term integrity of this management 
decision is not compromised. Specifically stand 2 in compartment 35 and stand 2 in 
compartment 95 are scheduled without intermediate treatments as described above. The 
Wisconsin DNR Silvicultural Handbook recommends a rotation age of 120-180 years for 
white pine growing on wet habitat types found in this EMU.  To grow these stands on 
extended rotation, they should be grown to at least age 130.  Extended rotation could also 
be used on healthy oak stands; however, there may be concerns with gypsy moth 
outbreaks.  Growing stands on longer than normal rotations may meet the highest number 
of management objectives when applied to high quality stands of oak, maple, and pine.    
 
A passively managed diversity maintenance area, made up of several stands in 
compartments 34 and 35, has been established in this EMU as an additional habitat 
enhancement opportunity.  This diversity maintenance area encircles an area of 
groundwater upwelling supporting a floral community uncharacteristic of the Clark 
County Forest.  The wet soils of this area are poorly suited to commercial timber growth, 
but exceptional for bearing biodiversity.  These stands were identified by forestry staff in 
the field and documented in WISFIRS to ensure that the long-term integrity of this area is 
not compromised.  Under normal management this area would be scheduled for a final 
harvest at age 130 or sooner.       
 
Both of these areas will feature later age classes of the “white pine – red maple swamp” 
natural community.  This community is ranked “critically imperiled” and often associated 
with two rare plants: bog fern and long sedge, as well as rich assemblages of breeding 
birds.  No survey has been conducted to determine if bog fern or long sedge are present 
within the stands mentioned above.   
 
Management Recommendations by Habitat Type 
 
Below are the habitat types represented in this unit and management recommendations 
for each type: 
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PArVHa:  Dry to Dry-Mesic with poor to medium nutrient regime. This is the dominant     
habitat type of this area.  Favor pine and oak during commercial harvests.  Conduct 
white/red oak release and long-lived pine release where sufficient regeneration exists.      
 
PArVRh:  Mesic to Wet-Mesic with poor nutrient regime.  White pine and red maple 
show the best potential in terms of productivity.  Favor them over other species during 
commercial harvests.  In some instances, jack pine regenerates naturally on these sites 
and could be favored over red maple.  Long-term goal should be white pine on this 
habitat type. White pine TSI may be desirable from a silvicultural perspective and can 
accelerate conversion to white pine covertype.  
 
Sites too wet to habitat type:  About 14% of this management unit has soils that are too 
wet to be assigned a habitat type.  Currently these soils are supporting a variety of 
covertypes including alder, muskeg, tamarack and spruce.  Management opportunities are 
very limited on these soils.  Passive management is most appropriate for these sites.    
 
Diversity Protection and Enhancement 
 
In the overall landscape of the Clark County Forest, there are few large contiguous blocks 
of old timber with a high component of conifer species.  This unit currently serves as 
critical habitat for species that require large blocks of older and structurally developed 
mixed forest and will continue to do so in the future.   
 
By managing this unit in such a way as to create large contiguous blocks of closed 
canopy forest, the likelihood of the area supporting viable breeding populations of plants 
and animals indicative of mature, closed-canopy forest rises.  This unit is surrounded by 
younger timber.  In many cases, this younger timber is jack pine or other conifers.  As 
adjacent stands in surrounding units age, they will complement or expand this unit.   
 
This unit currently supports populations of rare forest raptors, Red-breasted nuthatch, 
Pine warbler, Pileated Woodpecker, Barred owl, Raven, Bald Eagle, Red-backed 
salamander, four-toed salamander and Fisher. (Many of the larger species listed require 
large [1000 acre] blocks of high quality habitat thereby offering the best potential to serve 
as “indicator species”). Unusually southern populations of Golden crowned kinglet, 
White throated sparrow, Yellow-rumped warbler, and Black-throated green warbler can 
also be found in this unit.  Studies indicate that these individuals found on the fringe of a 
species range hold the greatest genetic diversity of their species and offer the best hope of 
adapting to major environmental changes, should the future bring them. The management 
plan for this unit should encourage the continued existence of all of the species 
mentioned above (the species at greatest risk have been selected as focal species).     
 
There are isolated “islands” of oak or aspen located within large areas of nearly pure 
pine.  These small isolated deciduous stands are especially important sources of food and 
cover for wildlife.   
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At the stand level, retaining deciduous trees within the canopy of predominantly pine 
stands wherever the opportunity exists will greatly enhance species diversity of woody 
and herbaceous plants as well as fauna within the stand.  Scattered dead trees, individual 
or clumps of very large “monarch” pines, and overmature hardwood trees, can also be 
retained to increase the number of ecological niches within each stand, and the unit as a 
whole.   
 
The intermittent navigable streams and wet areas within this unit will further increase the 
suitability of this unit as wildlife habitat.  These components also increase the total 
diversity of plant and animal species found within this unit.  Especially of interest are 
areas where mineral rich groundwater seeps to the surface.  Here yellow birch and beech 
fern can be found growing.  In other areas, surface waters pool forming acidic bogs 
which support a variety of well adapted plants such as black spruce, cranberries, pitcher 
plant, sundew, and numerous species of orchids.  Harvesting black spruce, if done at all, 
should be very low priority within this unit. 
 
Within this unit there are also scattered oak savannas that are degrading in the absence of 
fire.  The majority of this unique type of habitat within this unit is located on south and 
west facing slopes.  In the absence of fire, brush, saplings and cool season grasses are 
choking out (sunlight dependant) warm season grasses and shade intolerant forbs.  Wild 
lupine grows naturally in the savannas of this unit; however, Karner Blue Butterflies have 
not been identified since 1996. If game openings are desired in this unit, these savannas 
should be the focus of opening maintenance, and efforts should concentrate on areas 
dominated by warm season prairie grasses and forbs.  Stocking reduction may double as 
savanna restoration and improve the vigor of trees to better withstand gypsy moth 
defoliation.  Fire, along with some mechanical treatment, is the recommended means of 
restoring and maintaining savanna ecosystems within this unit.  Timing of burns should 
favor warm season plants when practical.  Cool season flora will increase during years 
without fire.  Under this management regime, diversity should be maximized.   
  
Focal Species 
 
Dividing the Clark County Forest into seven separate ecological management units, each 
with a special habitat emphasis, is a “coarse-filter” approach to providing a variety of 
forest habitats.  Incorporating complimentary “fine-filter” wildlife management goals that 
specifically address the needs of representative wildlife species with the most specialized 
habitat requirements further encourages protection of these species of highest 
conservation need.  Other species with less particular habitat requirements, such as many 
game species, may also benefit from these specific habitat goals.  The species identified 
below are those species considered when defining the “fine-filter” wildlife management 
goals for this management unit.            
 

 Red backed salamander: Sensitive to desiccation due to canopy removal 
(requires cool, moist, interior conditions), dependant upon coarse woody 
debris on the forest floor (>12” in diameter for breeding), dispersal limited 
by habitat fragmentation / connectivity of suitable habitat.  Success of this 
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species is limited by the interruption of forest succession, habitat 
fragmentation, and prevention / destruction of old forest.    

 Red-shouldered Hawk, Goshawk, Barred Owl: All three species require 
large areas of forest with high percentage of mature timber.  Red-
shouldered hawk and Barred Owl exhibit preference for forested wetlands.  
Goshawk is generally associated with conifers.  Habitat fragmentation, 
and cutting large diameter trees are the greatest threats to this group of 
wide ranging raptors. 

 Northern Saw-whet Owl, Northern Flying Squirrel:  Require conifer 
cover and nesting cavities with at least a 2” entrance hole. Flying squirrel 
dispersal limited by the connectivity of suitable habitat.  Limiting factor is 
availability of nesting cavities in mature trees.     

 
Monitoring and Adaptive Management 
 
General monitoring takes place every ten to twenty years during regular scheduled stand 
visits (recon updates).   
 
The general health of all tree species should be noted.  More specifically, stands of oak 
will be checked for oak wilt, red pine for red pine pocket decline, and white pine for 
blister rust or declining quality.  Oak wilt has been documented in multiple locations 
within this unit.  Any insect outbreaks should also be recorded and monitored.    
 
Intense monitoring is not required.  In the absence of in-depth monitoring for specific 
species of animals, it will be assumed that if the management plan for this unit is adhered 
to, these specialized forest species may be present. Focal species not tracked by NHI can 
be monitored by referencing webpages, such as the Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas 
(https://ebird.org/atlaswi/explore), which allow citizens to submit sightings. Review of 
webpages, such as the one mentioned, can be done on an as needed basis. 
 
If changes are warranted in the management of this unit due to forest health or other 
issues, this plan should be amended keeping in mind the overall goals of this unit. 
 
Measures of Success (2019 values in parenthesis) 

 5”+ DBH timber expressed in acreage – increasing (4332 acres) 
 Continue to monitor and treat invasive species 
 Increase acreage and volume of sawtimber (2650 acres of diameter class 9-15, 11-

15, or 15+.  Total estimated sawlog volume for all stands within this unit is 
17,294 MBF) 

 Acreage of early successional habitat (age less than 20 years) – decrease desired 
(2,053 acres) 
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Aspen Rotation Length in EMU 6 White Pine Rotation Length in EMU 6

Habitat Type Rotation Length Intermediate Treatment Habitat Type

PArVHa 50-60* Thin @ 35** PVGy
AVb-V 50-60* Thin @ 35** PArVHa
AVb 55-60* Thin @ 35** AVb-V
PArVRh 40 AVb 
* extended rotation only if thinned ATAtOn

TMC
PArVRh

Red Maple Rotation Length in EMU 6 **Rotation of all Plantations = 90 years
Extended rotation = 150 years (Only HVCF applications)

Habitat Type Rotation Length Intermediate Treatment

PArVHa (SI>70) 80 Thin @ 35 Jack Pine Rotations in EMU 6

PArVHa (SI<70) 60 Site Index 60+ 55 50 45 40 35 30
PArVRh 60 Rotation Age 55 52 50 47 45 42 40

*site indexes >60  cap rotation @ 55 years

Scrub/Black Oak Rotation Length in EMU 6

Tamarack Rotations in EMU 6

Habitat Type Rotation Length Intermediate Treatment Site Index 60+ 55 50 45 40 35 30
PArVHa 80* Rotation Age 55 52 50 47 45 42 40
PArVRh 80*
*extended rotation Black Spruce Rotations in EMU 6

Site Index 60 50 40 30 20
Red Pine Rotation Length in EMU 6 Rotation Age 80 90 100 120 130

Habitat Type Rotation Length Intermediate Treatment White Birch Rotation Length for EMU 6

PArVHa 80 Thin @ 25 Normal Rotation = 60 years
PArVRh 70 Thin @ 25

Oak Rotation Length in EMU 6

Habitat Type Rotation Length Intermediate Treatment

PArVHa 100 Thin @ 35
AVb-V 110 Thin @ 35
AVb 110 Thin @ 35
ATM 110 Thin @ 35
ATAtOn 120 Thin @ 35
TMC 90 Thin @ 35
AHVb 110 Thin @ 35
AH 110 Thin @ 35
PArVRh 90 Thin @ 35

130 Thin @ 35

130
**must have significant oak/hardwood component to consider 

Intermediate Treatment

130 Thin @ 35

Rotation Length

130

EMU 6 - HARVEST SCHEDULES

130 Thin @ 35
Thin @ 35

130 Thin @ 35

Thin @ 35
130 Thin @ 35
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Unit #7  
Early Succession Deciduous Forest  

 
Overview 
 
The topography of this 16,914 acre unit tends to be relatively flat.  The water table is 
generally near the soil surface, so minor changes in elevation significantly affects tree 
species composition and overall growth.  The 1,200 acre Frank Vazquez Ruffed Grouse 
and Woodcock Management Area is the only identified recreation area within this EMU 
that warrants special management considerations.  Soils within this unit tend to be loamy 
with poor drainage.  Generally, the soils of this unit are best suited for growing pulp, 
bolts, and small saw logs.  Where soil drainage is good; the potential exists for growing 
higher quality saw logs.  Most of this unit supports aspen, maple, and black oak often 
with heavy components of all within each stand. White pine becomes more common on 
the western side of this unit.  The majority of stands within this unit are young deciduous 
regeneration less than 30 years of age.  There are sedge meadows throughout this unit 
offering unique wetland habitat and permanent “edge” habitat.   
   
Timber Management Goals 

 
 Maintain aspen, oak, maple, cover types with birch as a component where feasible 
 Pulp production (A, MX, OO, PJ) 
 Maintain a distribution of young stands across the unit at all times 
 Regulate the aspen cover type over time. 

 
Wildlife Management Goals 
 

 Provide short term “shrub” cover (2-10 yrs. after harvest) of various patch sizes 
 Create “edge” habitat 
 Maintain critical habitat components (i.e. nesting cavities, mast trees) 
 Maintain wildlife openings and hunter walking trails 
 Maintain quality habitat for ruffed grouse, woodcock, elk, and white-tailed deer 

 
Non-commercial Vegetation Management Goals  
 

 Preserve wetland and sedge meadow integrity 
 Alder/shrub management 

 
Unique Aesthetic and/or Recreational Goals 
 

 Maintain the snowmobile trail in this unit 
 Maintain some healthy islands of oak or other long-lived species within sight of 

the town roads 
 Limit motorized access/traffic in this unit 
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Unique Features 
 

 Vazquez Ruffed Grouse and Woodcock Management Area 
 Large, high quality sedge meadows  
 Extensive areas of deciduous shrub habitat 
 Limited motorized vehicle access 
 Washwood flowage 

 
Appropriate Management Tools 
 

 Mowing 
 Short rotation even-aged management 
 Alder/shrub shearing 
 Gates to restrict motorized vehicle access 

 
Inappropriate Management Tools 
 

 Extended rotation harvest schedules 
 Hardwood conversion to conifers (unless natural regeneration is inadequate)  

 
Methods of Achieving Management Goals 
 
TSI is generally low priority within this unit.  Pre-commercial TSI may be conducted to 
release red or jack pine seedlings/saplings if desired by land management team.  Oak TSI 
for the sake of timber production can be conducted on a limited basis on sites that support 
single stemmed red and/or white oak.  If it is desirable to maintain oak in an area, 
residual oak can be left standing during timber harvests.   
 
Aspen will be grown on 40–50 year rotations.  Red maple within this unit will be clearcut 
rather than thinned.  Jack pine should be grown on 40-55 year rotations and regenerated 
naturally when possible.  Within regeneration cuts of all types, scattered residual trees 
may be left uncut to benefit wildlife and aesthetics.  Rather than leaving large white pine 
as wildlife trees in this unit, it may be desirable to harvest them to reduce the seed source 
and discourage natural site conversion to white pine.  Islands and individual leave/den 
trees will be left uncut to provide mast and increase the heterogeneity of stands, which 
becomes especially important after the crown closure stage of stand development.  
Islands should contain oak as well as all other species represented in the stand; they 
should also contain standing dead and/or trees with nesting cavities.  Islands/reserve areas 
should be of different shapes and sizes including reserve areas over 5 acres in size where 
practical.  Extended rotations will not be used for any species.   
 
To create habitat patches of all sizes, it may be desirable to arrange some timber harvests 
near each other to create large areas of similarly sized timber; however, “swamping” of a 
site due to changes in the water table is a risk on the PArVRh habitat type.  Dividing 
large stands into two or three separate harvests over a 5-7 year period, rather than 
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conducting one large harvest may be desirable on the PArVRh habitat types.  The 
sequence of harvests should be planned prior to sale establishment and this process 
should include the planning of an efficient road system.       
  
Whole tree harvesting operations are acceptable within this unit during regeneration 
harvests; however, they could affect maintenance of the soil litter layer, nutrient cycles, 
and steps to prevent rutting and compaction should be implemented. 
 
Prior to 2010, conifer artificial regeneration efforts in this unit were not very successful. 
Since 2010 more aggressive site preparation efforts coupled with proper species selection 
have shown good survival rates. Sites in this unit will be given adequate time to 
regenerate naturally before artificial regeneration will be considered. This slower 
approach to regenerating the stands fits in well with the early successional habitat model 
as some sites may remain in the shrub/edge stage longer than they would in other EMU’s 
where planting would be initiated sooner. Jack pine seems to be best suited for artificial 
regeneration in this unit; however, red pine and tamarack have been successfully 
established on specific sites. Forestry staff will determine which tree species to use on a 
case by case basis if planting is deemed necessary. 
 
Early succession and “edge” habitat are an emphasis of management within this unit.  
The mowing of hunter walking trails, openings, and sedge meadows fits into the 
management objectives of this EMU. Maintenance and/or creation of upland openings 
should also be considered to increase the habitat diversity and benefit game species, 
especially elk. Sedge meadows within this unit are high quality habitat for a number of 
rare species.  Preventing the establishment of lowland brush within this habitat by 
mowing will keep this type of habitat in optimum condition. Infrequent treatments will 
likely maintain open conditions within these shallow wetlands.  Mowing of sedge 
meadows would need to take place during winter or drought conditions.   
 
Management Recommendations by Habitat Type 
 
Below are the habitat types represented in this unit and management recommendations 
for each type: 
 
PArVHa:  Dry to Dry-Mesic with poor to medium nutrient regime.  Manage for aspen, 
oak, and mixed hardwood. 
 
PArVRh:  Mesic to Wet-Mesic with poor nutrient regime.  Manage for red maple, white 
birch, aspen, and jack pine.       
 
AVB-V:  Dry-Mesic to Dry, medium nutrient regime.  Manage for oak dominated stands 
where possible.  Manage for aspen and mixed hardwood where oak is absent.   
 
Sites too wet to habitat type:  There are several large areas, as well as many smaller 
wetlands that are too wet to be assigned a habitat type.  Within this unit, most of these 
sites are supporting alder or muskeg, but in a few instances, tamarack is present.  
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Management opportunities are very limited on these soils but alder shearing may be 
possible in transition zones.    
 
Diversity Protection and Enhancement 
 
According to the Wisconsin DNR and the north central Wisconsin young forest initiative, 
young forests (0-20 years old) provide critical habitat for many species of reptiles, 
mammals, and birds. The young forest initiative has noted that young forests have been 
declining in both acreage and quality for the past fifty years. Recognizing the importance 
of this declining habitat factored into the creation of this management unit and its goals. 
Today, young regenerating timber is quite abundant within the Clark County Forest and 
emphasized in this unit. This type of habitat will continue to a focus on county managed 
timberlands, but the size, arrangement and dominant age classes may change from decade 
to decade.  In 2019, 13% of productive forest in this unit was 0-10 years old and 30% is 
11-20 years old.  The current age structure of aspen in this unit will affect how much can 
be set for regeneration harvest over the next 15 years.  Between 2019 and 2029, it may be 
necessary to harvest some aspen stands early in order to regulate this cover type.  
Managing portions of this unit in such a way as to create large contiguous blocks of 
varied age young forest increases the likelihood of the area supporting stable, self-
sustaining populations of plants and animals reliant on early successional forest. 
 
In 2010, Clark County dedicated 1,200 acres in this unit as the Vazquez Ruffed Grouse 
and Woodcock Management Area in honor of long-time county employee Frank 
Vazquez. A map of this management area is included in this chapter. Management on this 
area promotes habitat for ruffed grouse and woodcock and many other wildlife species 
that benefit from forest habitat diverse in all age classes.  Active timber management of 
aspen, birch and oak forest types in the area is providing the young forest habitat critical 
to ruffed grouse and woodcock populations.  Immediately to the south of the Vazquez 
grouse management area is the East Fork grouse management area located on the Jackson 
County Forest. Together these two areas provide over 3800 acres of contiguous habitat 
for these birds. 
 
The specialized habitat goal is to promote a spatially balanced mix of all age classes 
throughout the unit. Working towards this goal not only promotes edge habitat but also 
ensures that a variety of stand structure is present which many species, such as ruffed 
grouse, utilize at specific times of the year. A healthy mix of young and developed stands 
of timber is important to biodiversity of the forest landscape.  Over one third of the 110+ 
woodland bird species known to nest within the Clark County Forest strongly prefer edge 
habitat.  After crown closure, these stands become lower quality habitat for most of these 
bird species but become vital habitat for others. To achieve a healthy mix of age classes 
within this unit regulating the harvest of aspen is encouraged. 
 
Coppice and clearcutting within this unit may affect mature forest flora and fauna.  
Leaving den trees and a few islands of mature timber over 20 acres in size may maintain 
small populations of these mature forest species which can then “seed” into surrounding 
stands as they mature.    
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In the absence of fire, much of the Clark County Forest is converting to later successional 
forest cover types such as white pine.  For the sake of timber type diversity, it may be 
desirable to cut large white pine in this unit to discourage this portion of the forest from 
converting. 
    
Focal Species 
 
Dividing the Clark County Forest into seven separate ecological management units, each 
with a special habitat emphasis, is a “coarse-filter” approach to providing a variety of 
forest habitats.  Incorporating complimentary “fine-filter” wildlife management goals that 
specifically address the needs of representative wildlife species with the most specialized 
habitat requirements further encourages protection of these species of highest 
conservation need.  Other species with less particular habitat requirements, such as many 
game species, may also benefit from these specific habitat goals.  The species identified 
below are those species considered when defining the “fine-filter” wildlife management 
goals for this management unit.            
 

 Golden-winged warbler:  This migrant bird requires brushy habitat such as that 
temporarily created by clearcutting. Retain widely spaced deciduous overstory 
trees individually or in patches for song perches within these clearcuts. Mature 
forest should be adjacent for fledglings. The greatest threat to this species is a loss 
of early succession forest from the landscape due to natural stand maturation. 

 Sedge wren and sandhill crane:  These two species utilize open sedge meadow 
habitat. Sedge meadow is a fire dependent ecosystem at risk of succeeding into 
lowland brush in the absence of fire or mowing. 

 Ruffed Grouse:  Resident upland game bird that thrives in forested areas with a 
variety of age classes including early successional stages.  This species has an 
affinity to aspen.  Loss of early successional forest habitat is the greatest threat to 
this species. Aspen harvest should be conducted to maintain a “patchwork” of 
various age aspen stands within compartments and throughout the unit. 
Drumming logs should be retained within aspen harvests to ensure future 
breeding activity within regenerating stands. 

 Woodcock:  A migratory game bird that prefers moist, brushy early successional 
forest habitat.  Utilizes open areas near young forest for breeding ritual (sky 
dance).  Stands of tag alder are also utilized as habitat and can be maintained 
through occasional shearing to rejuvenate new growth.  Loss of early successional 
forest habitat is the greatest threat to this species. 

 Elk:  Elk have been recently reintroduced into eastern Jackson County and may 
eventually establish in Clark County. Elk are considered to be habitat generalists; 
however, they show a strong preference for early successional habitat to satisfy 
their dietary needs. Forest openings comprised of grasses, forbs, and young forest 
(especially aspen) provide abundant food resources for elk and other forest 
wildlife. Forest management should focus on maintaining or increasing the 
acreage of young forest 0-10 years old through regeneration efforts. Harvest patch 
size should be maximized (40-100+ acres) in an effort to reduce browse density 

3000-83



and increase the amount of available forage. Upland forest openings should be 
created/maintained where feasible to provide grass/forb habitat. Forest opening 
size should also be maximized to increase the attractiveness of the opening.  

   
Monitoring and Adaptive Management 
 
General monitoring takes place every ten to twenty years during regular scheduled stand 
visits (recon updates).   
 
More intense monitoring may be conducted by forestry staff, other agency partners, or 
interested volunteers.  This more intense monitoring should seek to document the 
presence of animal and plant species tracked by the NHI.  
  
Intense monitoring is not required.  In the absence of in-depth monitoring for specific 
species of animals, it will be assumed that if the management plan for this unit is adhered 
to, these specialized forest species may be present. Focal species not tracked by NHI can 
be monitored by referencing webpages, such as the Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas 
(https://ebird.org/atlaswi/explore), which allow citizens to submit sightings. Review of 
webpages, such as the one mentioned, can be done on an as needed basis. 
 
Measures of Success (2019 values in parenthesis) 
 

 Continue to monitor and treat invasive species 
 Maintain 0-10 year old deciduous forest – above 10% (1,285 acres or 8%) 
 Presence of focal species (All focal species present) 
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Aspen Rotation Length in EMU 7 White Pine Rotation Length in EMU 7

Habitat Type Rotation Length Intermediate Treatment Habitat Type

PArVHa 45 PArVHa
AVb-V 50 AVb-V
AVb 50 AVb 
ATM 50 PARVRH
ATAtOn 45 **Rotation of all Plantations = 90 years
TMC 40 Extended rotation = 150 years (Only HVCF applications)
PArVRh 40

Jack Pine Rotations in EMU 7

Red Maple Rotation Length in EMU 7 Site Index 60+ 55 50 45 40 35 30
Rotation Age 55 52 50 47 45 42 40

Habitat Type Rotation Length Intermediate Treatment *site indexes >60  cap rotation @ 55 years

PVGy 55
PArVHa 55 Tamarack Rotations in EMU 7

AVb-V 55 Site Index 60+ 55 50 45 40 35 30
AVb 55 Rotation Age 55 52 50 47 45 42 40
ATM 55
ATAtOn 55 Black Spruce Rotations in EMU 7

TMC 55 Site Index 60 50 40 30 20
AHVb 55 Rotation Age 80 90 100 120 130
AHI 55
AH 55 White Birch Rotation Length for EMU 7

PArVRh 55 Normal Rotation = 60 years
PARVRH 55

Scrub/Black Oak Rotation Length in EMU 67

Habitat Type Rotation Length Intermediate Treatment

PVGy 60
PArVHa 60
AVb-V 60
AVb 60
ATM 60
ATAtOn 60
TMC 60
AHVb 60
AHI 60
AH 60
PArVRh 60
PARVRH 60

Red Pine Rotation Length in EMU 7

Habitat Type Rotation Length Intermediate Treatment

PArVHa 70 Thin @ 25
PArVRh 70 Thin @ 25

Oak Rotation Length in EMU 7

Habitat Type Rotation Length Intermediate Treatment

PArVHa 90 Thin @ 35
AVb-V 90 Thin @ 35
AVb 90 Thin @ 35
ATM 90 Thin @ 35
ATAtOn 120 Thin @ 35
TMC 90 Thin @ 35
AHVb 90 Thin @ 35
AH 90 Thin @ 35
PArVRh 90 Thin @ 35

Rotation Length Intermediate Treatment

80 Thin @ 35
110

EMU 7 - HARVEST SCHEDULES

Thin @ 35

Thin @ 35120
110 Thin @ 35
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4000 OPPORTUNITIES FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 

 February 2019 
 Forestry and Parks Committee 2/19/2019 

o Clark County Forest 15 Year Comprehensive Land Use Plan – Process to Update 
 
July 2019 

 Forestry and Parks Committee 7/9/2019 
o 15 Year Comprehensive Land Use Plan 

 
August 2019 

 Forestry and Parks Committee 8/13/2019 
o 15 Year Comprehensive Land Use Plan Advisory Committee Membership 

 
September 2019 

 15 Year Comprehensive Land Use Plan Advisory Team 9/30/2020 
o Planning Team – Intro, Procedure, Purpose, & Authority 
o 15 Year Plan – Process, Goals, & Timelines 
o Review Chapter 100 

 
January 2020 

 Forestry and Parks Committee 1/14/2020 
o 15 Year Comprehensive Land Use Plan – Chapter 100 
o 15 Year Comprehensive Land Use Plan – Chapter 200 

 15 Year Comprehensive Land Use Plan Advisory Team 1/27/2020 
o Review Chapters 100, 200, & 300 
o Ecological Management Unit Plan 
o Forest Certification 

 
February 2020 

 Forestry and Parks Committee 2/11/2020 
o 15 Year Comprehensive Land Use Plan – Chapter 300 

 
March 2020 

 Forestry and Parks Committee 3/10/2020 
o County Forest Access Plan Updates 
o 15 Year Comprehensive Land Use Plan – Chapter 500 

 
June 2020 

 Forestry and Parks Committee 6/9/2020 
o 15 Year Comprehensive Land Use Plan – Chapters 400, 600 & 900 
o Gypsy Moth and Invasive Plant Management Plans 

 15 Year Comprehensive Land Use Plan Advisory Team 6/22/2020 
o Chapters 400, 500, 600, 900 
o County Forest Access Plan 
o Gypsy Moth and Invasive Plant Management Plans 

July 2020 
 Forestry and Parks Committee 7/14/2020 

o 15 Year Comprehensive Land Use Plan Editing 
o 15 Year Comprehensive Land Use Plan – Chapters 700, 800 & 900 
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August 2020 
 15 Year Comprehensive Land Use Plan Advisory Team 8/3/2020

o Final Edits & Public Input
o Review Chapters 700, 800, 900, & 1000

 Forestry and Parks Committee 8/11/2020
o Notice for Public Comment & Timeline
o 15 Year Comprehensive Land Use Plan – Chapters 900, 1000, & 2000

 Forestry and Parks Committee 8/25/2020
o Public Comment Timeline
o 15 Year Comprehensive Land Use Plan – Chapters 2000

 15 Year Comprehensive Land Use Plan Advisory Team 8/31/2020
o Public Input & Final Plan Review
o Chapters 1000 & 2000

September 2020 
 Forestry and Parks Committee 9/8/2020

o Process for Public Comment
o Review of Draft Plan

 Start of 30-day Public Comment Period 9/25/2020
o Clark County Webpage
o Clark County Newspapers
o Clark County Libraries
o Clark County Economic Development Facebook Page
o Mailed to Stakeholder Groups

October 2020 
 Clark County Board of Supervisors 10/8/2020

o Clark County Comprehensive Land Use Plan 2021-2035
 Forestry and Parks Committee 10/132020

o 15 Year Comprehensive Land Use Plan
 End of 30-day Public Comment Period 10/26/2020
 Send to DNR for 30-day review

November 2020 
 15 Year Comprehensive Land Use Plan Advisory Team (TBD, if needed)

o Review Public Comments
o Final Plan Recommendations

 Clark County Board of Supervisors 11/10/2020
 Forestry and Parks Committee 11/17/2020

o Review Public Comments & DNR Comments
o Final Plan Edits & Approval

December 2020 
 Clark County Board of Supervisors (TBD)

o Final Review and Board Approval
 Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (TBD)

o Final Approval
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4005 PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENTS 



The Clark County Forestry and Parks Committee is accepting applications to serve on the Clark 

County Forest 15-year Comprehensive Land Use Plan Advisory Committee. The Advisory 

Committee will provide input to the Forestry and Parks Department to update the 15-year Clark 

County Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan expiring December 31, 2020. The Forestry and 

Parks Committee is looking for county residents with background in the following areas: 

Sportsman/hunting, timber industry, silent sports/equestrian, motorized recreation, citizen at 

large/tourism and environmental/conservation. Advisory Committee members should 

anticipate one Monday evening meeting per month at the county courthouse beginning 

September 2019 and ending August 2020.  

Applications to be an Advisory Committee member can be found on line at: www.co.clark.wi.us. 

Application deadline is 1:00 pm, Monday, August 5, 2019.  

For more information, contact Rick Dailey, Forestry and Parks Administrator at 

rick.dailey@co.clark.wi.us or 715-743-5142.  
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4010 COMMITTEES & REPRESENTATIVES (* denotes Chair) 

4010.1   Clark County Forestry and Parks Committee 

*Tom Wilcox – Clark County Supervisor District 4

Joe Waichulis – Clark County Supervisor District 6

Dean Zank  – Clark County Supervisor District 7

Al Bower  – Clark County Supervisor District 13

Allen Krause Jr. – Clark County Supervisor District 20

4010.2   Clark County 15 Year Comprehensive Land Use Plan Advisory Team 

*Al Bower – Forestry and Parks Committee

Allen Krause Jr  – Forestry and Parks Committee

Rick Dailey   – Forestry and Parks Administrator

Einar Fransen  – Clark County DNR Liaison

Lynette Mitte  – Equestrian/Silent Sport Recreation

Larry Strangfeld – Motorized Recreation

Don Pentz  – Environmental/Conservation

Pat Ule  – Timber Industry

Mickey Wert Jr. – Sportsman/Hunting

Jon Holger   – Citizen at Large/Tourism

4015 FUTURE AMENDMENTS 

1. Department Work Plan – Annually, County Board approval

2. Department Accomplishment Report – Annually, County Board approval

3. Department Budget – Annually, County Board approval

4. Chapters 100 – 900 – As needed, County Board & DNR approval

5. Chapters 1000 - 4000 – As needed, Committee approval

6. County Forest Blocking Boundary Map – As needed, County Board & DNR approval
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4020 RESOLUTION #44-12-20 - APPROVING THE CLARK COUNTY FOREST 

COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE PLAN 2021-2035 
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GLOSSARY 

 
Agreement – An agreement is a written document executed by two or more persons or 

entities expressing a mutual and common purpose. 

 
Best Management Practices (BMPs) – A practice (or combination of practices) that is 

determined to provide the most effective, environmentally sound and economically 

feasible means of managing an activity and mitigating its impacts. 

 
Biodiversity – The variety and abundance of species, their genetic composition, and the 

natural communities, ecosystems, and landscapes in which they occur. Biodiversity 

encompasses the ecological structure, function, and processes that occur in ecosystems to 

sustain the system as viable entities. (6) 

 
Blocking Boundary – boundaries established for the purpose of distinguishing between 

lands that were best suited for forestry and lands that were best suited for agricultural 

production. 

 
Clearcutting or Regeneration cut – A silvicultural system in which all merchantable trees 

are harvested within a specified area in one operation to create an even-aged stand (9).  

 
Committee – Refers to the Forestry and Parks Committee of the Clark County Board of 

Supervisors. The Committee is the supervising authority for the Clark County Forest. (6)  

 
Compartment reconnaissance (Recon) – A tool where basic resource information is 

collected and stored, and systematically and continuously updated. The information is 

utilized as a tool in the assessment of geographical, structural, and compositional 

attributes of the land resource. The database is used to analyze existing resources, evaluate 

management alternatives, and assist in the development and implementation of the 

management plans. (6)  

 
Cover type – An area of land characterized by the predominance of one or more key 

species which make up a dominant percentage of the area. (6)  

 
DNR – Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.  
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Easements – A right that entitles the easement owner the use of the land of another for a 

special purpose not inconsistent with the general property rights of the owner. 

 
Ecological Management Unit Plan (EMU) – The EMU divides the forest into management 

units with different goals based on stand and site characteristics. 

 
Ecological Landscapes – Distinguished land areas different from one another in ecological 

characteristics. A combination of physical and biological factors, including climate, 

geology, topography, soils, water and vegetation, are used in the distinguishing. (22) 

 
Ecosystem – A spatially explicit, relatively homogeneous unit of the earth that includes all 

interacting organisms and components of the abiotic environment within its boundaries – 

note:  an ecosystem can be of any size, e.g. a log, pond, field, forest, or the earth’s 

biosphere. (7) 

 
Ecosystem management – Management guided by explicit goals, executed by policies, 

protocols, and practices, and made adaptable by monitoring and research based on the best 

understanding of ecological interactions and processes necessary to sustain ecosystem 

composition, structure, and function over the long term. (7) 

 
Fauna – The animal life of a particular region or period. 

 
Flora – All the plants found in a particular region or period. 

 
Forest fragmentation – The process by which a landscape is broken into small islands of 

forest within a mosaic of other forms of land use or ownership. (7) 

 
Forest habitat classification system – The habitat type system is a natural classification 

system for forest communities and the sites on which they develop. It utilizes systematic 

interpretation of total flora of a site with emphasis on understory species. A habitat type, 

as a basic classification unit, is characterized by a distinct combination of species 

(association) that reflects the ecological sum of the environmental factors operating upon 

that site. All sites that support (or are capable of supporting) a particular plant association, 

regardless of how physically different they may appear, are considered to be equivalent 

and represent the same habitat type. (6) 
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Geographic information system (GIS) – An organized collection of computer hardware, 

software, geographic and descriptive data, personnel, knowledge, and procedures designed 

to efficiently capture, store, update, manipulate, analyze, report, and display the forms of 

geographically referenced information and descriptive information. (7) 

 
Global Positioning System (GPS) – A system of electronic surveying technology utilizing 

satellites to determine location on the earth. 

   
Habitat – The place, natural or otherwise, (including climate, food, cover, and water) 

where an animal, plant, or population naturally or normally lives and develops. (7) 

 
Integrated resource management – The simultaneous consideration of ecological, physical, 

economic, and social impacts of lands, waters, and resources in developing and 

implementing multiple-use, sustained-yield management. (7) 

 
Integrated pest management (IPM) – The maintenance of destructive agents, including 

insects, at tolerable levels, by the planned use of a variety of preventive, suppressive, or 

regulatory tactics and strategies that are ecologically and economically efficient and 

socially acceptable. (7) 

 
Lease – A lease is a written document which grants use of real property and/or 

improvements to another party for a specified period of time in exchange for money or 

other considerations.  

 
Management compartment – A subdivision of a forest property with easily defined 

boundaries such as rivers, lakes, and roads. Compartments are established for forest 

management purposes, most notably forest reconnaissance.  They may vary in size from a 

hundred acres to more than a thousand. (6) 

 
National Hierarchical Framework of Ecological Units – The National Hierarchical 

Framework of Ecological Units (NHFEU) is a hierarchical ecological land classification 

system. Ecological units are identified and differentiated based on unique combinations of 

physical and biological characteristics, which may include climate, geology, 

geomorphology, soils, hydrology, or potential natural vegetation. (18) 

 
Old Growth – The (usually) late successional stage of forest development. (7) 
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Overstory – That portion of the trees in a forest forming the uppermost canopy layer. (16) 

 
Permit – A permit is a written document conferring a right, power, or privilege to do a 

particular act or series of acts on the land of another without possessing any interest 

therein. 

 
Prescribed burn – To deliberately burn wildland fuels in either their natural or their 

modified state and under specific environmental conditions, which allows the fire to be 

confined to a predetermined area and produces the fireline intensity and rate of spread 

required to attain planned resource management objectives. (7) 

 
Selective harvest – A cutting procedure in which individual trees of all size classes are 

removed more or less uniformly throughout the stand, to promote growth of remaining 

trees and to provide space for regeneration. (7) 

 
Shelterwood harvest – A cutting procedure by which a new age class is created. The 

cutting of most trees, leaving those needed to produce sufficient shade to produce a new 

age class in a moderated microenvironment. (7) 

 
Silviculture – The art and science of controlling the establishment, growth, composition, 

health, and quality of forests and woodlands to meet the diverse needs and values of 

landowners and society on a sustainable basis. (7) 

 
Slash – The residue, e.g. treetops and branches, left on the ground after logging or 

accumulating as a result of storm, fire girdling, or delimbing. (7) 

 
Sustainable – The yield of a natural resource that can be produced continually at a given 

intensity of management is said to be sustainable. (8) 

 
Sustainable Forest Management – The practice of meeting the forest resource needs and 

values of the present without compromising the similar capability of future generations. 

(7) 

 
TSI (Timber Stand Improvement) – 1) An intermediate treatment made to improve stand 

composition, structure, condition, health and growth. 2) Non-commercial intermediated 

treatments. 
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Understory – All forest vegetation growing under an overstory. (16) 

 
Wetland – an area where water is at, near, or above the land surface long enough to be 

capable of supporting aquatic or hydrophytic vegetation, and which has soil indicative of 

wet conditions. 
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