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The Russian invasion of Ukraine, against the great majority of pre-war expectations, will soon enter 

its second year with no clear end in sight. During this HANK Talk, we will emphasize the role that 

competing understandings of History have played in the decisions of the war's most important 

participants and discuss how future historians may likely present its importance. 

 

 
 

This HANK Talk will be in-person in the James F. Veninga Theater in the UW Center for Civic 

Engagement on the UW-Stevens Point at Wausau campus and streamed live on the Lecture 

& Arts YouTube Live channel. 

The archived Talk (and the entire series) will be accessible from the UW-Stevens Point at 

Wausau Lecture & Arts webpage. 
 

 
Jeff Leigh is a Professor of History at University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point at Wausau. He has a 

Ph.D. in East European History from Indiana University and has studied in the Soviet Union and the 

Czech Republic. He is the author of a book, which is now being translated into German, articles, and 

book reviews in East European history and teaches courses in Russian and Soviet History as well as 

the history of the world wars, modern revolutions, and World History in Wausau and Stevens Point. 

He has served overseas twice as a Fulbright Scholar and is a UWMC Distinguished Faculty Society 

Fellow and UWSP at Wausau Barrington-Musolf Faculty Scholarship Awardee. He has also received 

research grants and teaching awards from the federal government, State of Wisconsin, and the 

Wausau campus. 
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