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Welcome
The Oscar W. Neale Fellowship is a prestigious opportunity designed to foster 
meaningful collaboration among educators. Each year, one recipient is awarded 
$10,000 to support a collaborative research or development project that advances 
educational practice and enriches the lives of PK-12 students.

This fellowship is made possible through an endowment from the Neale family, 
stewarded by the School of Education at the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point 
(UWSP). The selected Neale Fellow will lead an aspirational professional development 
initiative involving UWSP faculty, staff and students, in partnership with one or more 
PK-12 schools, school districts or educational agencies.

Projects supported by the fellowship may include (but are not limited to):
•	Innovative curriculum design or instructional strategies
•	Culturally responsive teaching practices
•	Community-based learning initiatives
•	Social-emotional learning programs
•	Inclusive education and accessibility efforts
•	Environmental or sustainability education
•	Professional development models that build capacity across institutions

All projects should reflect the spirit and legacy of Oscar W. Neale, emphasizing 
collaboration, innovation, and a commitment to the academic and personal growth for 
PK-12 students.

For more about the life and impact of Oscar W. Neale and examples of past fellowship 
projects, visit: Oscar W. Neale Fellowship Information.

Questions? Contact us at: soe.awards@uwsp.edu.

Jim and Lorrie NealeJim and Lorrie Neale

https://www.uwsp.edu/education/school-of-education/student-resources/scholarships/oscar-neale-fellowship/
mailto:soe.awards%40uwsp.edu?subject=Neale%20Fellowship


Eligibility 
Criteria

To be considered for the Oscar W. Neale Fellowship, applicants must 
meet all the following requirements:

•	Residency: Applicants must reside and work in central 
Wisconsin, with active engagement in PK-12 education.

•	Applicant Type: Individuals or collaborative groups may 
apply. Each proposal must designate a single project leader 
responsible for coordinating the fellowship activities.

•	Partnership Requirement: The proposed project must involve 
collaboration between the applicant(s) and the UW-Stevens 
Point School of Education, as well as at least one PK-12 
educational partner (e.g., school, district, or agency).

•	Availability: At least one project representative must be 
available to present the progress and outcomes of the project at 
the School of Education Celebration of Teaching and Learning 
in April.

Evaluation 
Criteria

Proposals will be evaluated based on the following:
•	Alignment with the Purpose of the Neale Fellowship 

The project honors the legacy of Oscar W. Neale by promoting 
collaboration, innovation, and meaningful impact on PK-12 
student learning and development.

•	Strength and Clarity of the Proposal 
The written proposal clearly articulates goals, activities, 
timeline, evaluation plan, and budget justification, 
demonstrating feasibility and coherence.

•	Potential for Impact 
The project shows promise for significant and measurable 
outcomes for PK-12 students, educators, and educational 
partners.

•	Collaborative Engagement 
The proposal includes meaningful collaboration with UWSP 
faculty and, where appropriate, involvement of UWSP 
undergraduate students.



Oscar W. Neale Fellowship

Fellowship Timeline and 
Submission Instructions

2025-26
•	Proposal Deadline: All application materials must be submitted by 

Monday, Nov. 17 at 9 a.m. (CST).
•	Notification of Award: Applicants will be notified of the fellowship 

decision no later than Monday, Dec. 5, 2025.
•	Presentation: The selected Neale Fellow(s) will be expected to present 

the progress and outcomes of their project at the School of Education 
Celebration of Teaching and Learning, scheduled for the evening of 
Monday, April 27, 2026.

•	Submission Instructions: Submit your complete application as 
attached documents to soe.awards@uwsp.edu.

Submission Checklist  
and Required Materials

Submit the following materials as attached documents via to soe.awards@uwsp.edu by the proposal deadline.
1.	 Signed Fellowship Application Cover Page 

Complete and sign the official cover page to certify the accuracy of the information provided in your application and confirm 
your commitment to fulfilling the fellowship requirements if selected.

2.	 Written Proposal (maximum 1,000 words, excluding references) 
Your proposal should outline a 12-month plan for the Neale Fellowship and include the following components:
•	Description of Activities: Provide a clear overview of the project’s goals, structure, and planned activities.
•	Impact Statement: Describe the anticipated benefits for PK-12 students, educators, and UWSP students.
•	Timeline: Include a proposed timeline with key milestones throughout the 12-month fellowship period.
•	Evaluation Plan: Explain how you will assess the effectiveness and outcomes of the project.
•	Collaboration Details: If known, identify the UWSP School of Education faculty member(s) you plan to work with. If specific 

faculty are not identified, describe the type of faculty expertise you intend to engage.
•	Budget Justification: Provide a brief explanation of how the fellowship funds will support the project’s goals and activities.

3.	 Project Budget 
Provide a simple budget breakdown showing how the $10,000 will be allocated. Common categories may include materials, 
travel, professional development, stipends, or other project-related expenses.

4.	 Resume and Letters of Support 
Submit a current resume and three letters of support from any combination of the following:
•	A building administrator
•	A central office administrator
•	A teacher educator based at a college or university 

These letters should speak to your qualifications, leadership, and the merit of your proposed project.

mailto:soe.awards%40uwsp.edu?subject=Neale%20Fellowship
mailto:soe.awards%40uwsp.edu?subject=Neale%20Fellowship


Oscar W. Neale Fellowship

Fellowship Application 
Cover Page

Name:______________________________________________________________________________________________

School Email Address:________________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number (indicate: home/work/cell):______________________________________________________________

School District or Agency:_____________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Current Position/Role (include level/subject taught if a classroom teacher):

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

By signing below, I certify that the information provided in this application and supporting documents is accurate 
and complete to the best of my knowledge. I understand that, if selected, I will be expected to carry out the 
proposed project as described and present the progress and outcomes at the School of Education Celebration of 
Teaching and Learning.

Applicant Name:_____________________________________________________________________________________

Signature:_ _________________________________________________________________________________________

Date:_______________________________________________________________________________________________


