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Forest Products Specialist
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Job Description
Forest products specialists are scientists that 
determine what trees are used for various products. 
They provide expertise to support the growth and 
development of the forest products industry in 
a region or state by coordinating between the 
government, corporations, and small businesses. 
Forest product specialists need to be knowledgeable 
about forestry and have great interpersonal skills to 
solve problems with others. 

Salary Range

$49,000  
Low end

 $73,000 
Median

$90,000  
High end

High School Courses
•	Forestry 
•	Business
•	Communications
•	Plant Biology

Education/Training

•	4-year degree or higher

Responsibilities

•	Plan and coordinate projects
•	Examine markets
•	Research and develop forest products
•	Market new products
•	Present findings
•	Coordinate export of goods

Skills
•	Communicate effectively
•	Understand markets and trends
•	Grade logs and lumber
•	Manage forests
•	Estimate value of forest products
•	Work collaboratively

Abilities/Personality
•	Outgoing
•	Organized
•	 Insightful
•	Resourceful

Work Environment
Forest products specialists spend time in the office, 
in the forest and on the road. While a great deal of 
planning can be completed in the office, it is often 
necessary to complete research in the forest and 
travel to meet with government and industry leaders.
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