Environmental Responsibility Qualifications Review
	The requirement to assess the qualifications of all UWSP’s General Education faculty derives from HLC document, “Determining Qualified Faculty Through HLC’s Criteria for accreditation and Assumed Practices,” section B.2.a., which went into effect Sept 1, 2017.  It requires that:
“Faculty teaching general education courses, or other non-occupational courses, hold a master’s degree or higher in the discipline or subfield. If a faculty member holds a master’s degree or higher in a discipline or subfield other than that in which he or she is teaching, that faculty member should have completed a minimum of 18 graduate credit hours in the discipline or subfield in which they teach.”


Excerpt from HLC’s “Determining Qualified Faculty through HLC’s Criteria for Accreditation and Assumed Practices”
















	UWSP GEP Environmental Responsibility Learning Outcomes:
1. Identify interactions between human society and the natural environment.

2. Analyze the individual, social, cultural, and ecological factors that influence environmental sustainability.

3. Evaluate competing claims that inform environmental debates. 





In order to teach General Education courses in the Written Communication category, faculty must submit the information below, which will be reviewed by the Associate Dean of General Education and the Associate Vice Chancellor for Teaching, Learning and Strategic Planning, in consultation with faculty, chairs, and administration.  You may include dissertation credits towards each of the categories below.
1. [bookmark: _Hlk39753740]Briefly describe the concepts around Environmental Responsibility that were employed in your graduate coursework or in other aspects of your graduate training.  If you hold a master’s degree or higher in a discipline or academic subfield that aligns with Environmental Responsibility, note that.
	










1. Below, identify and briefly describe graduate courses you completed that focus on one or more of the specific areas1 involved in Environmental Responsibility: systems-thinking competence, anticipatory competence, normative competence, strategic competence, and interpersonal competence.  Add lines if needed.
	Course title
	Number of credits
	Explanation or summary of relevance to category

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



2. Below, identify and briefly describe graduate courses you completed that focus on expertise in one or more of the following areas that influence environmental sustainability:  social, cultural, health, economic or ecological or natural environment.   
	Course title
	Number of credits
	Explanation or summary of relevance to category

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	




1 Wiek, A, L. Withycombe, C. Redman. Key competencies in sustainability: A reference framework for academic program development. Sustainability Science (2011) 6:203-2018. 
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* Faculty guiding doctoral education should have a
record of scholarship and preparation to teach at the
doctoral level. Research and scholarship should be
appropriate to the program and degree offered.

@ What is an Academic Subfield?

An academic subfield refers to components of the discipline in
which the instruction is delivered. The focus, in this instance,

is on the courses being taught and the appropriateness of
faculty qualifications with reference to such courses. The
underlying issue is whether a degree in the field or a focus in the
specialization held by a faculty member appropriately matches,
in accordance with the conventions of the academic field, the
courses the faculty member would teach.

Examples:

In political science, the subfields include American politics,
comparative politics, international relations, and so forth. The
most basic introductory course is in the subfield of American
politics, often called Introduction to American Politics,

American National Government or American Politics. The
instructor teaching this course would be expected to meet the
qualifications for American politics.

In history, the two main subfields at the introductory level
include American history and world civilization, again titled
variously. The expectation is that the faculty will be qualified
appropriately depending on whether the courses they teach are
in American history or world civilization.

In business, the subfields include management, marketing,
accounting, and finance. The introductory courses are often within
these subfields, such as Principles of Accounting (frequently | and
11), Principles of Marketing, and such. The faculty teaching these
courses should have relevant qualifications in these areas.

HLC Guidelines
Published: October 2015 © Higher Learning Commission

Questions? Accreditation Liaison Officers should contact their staff liaison.
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