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Education 

 

2012 University of Minnesota                  Minneapolis, MN 
Doctor of Education – Teaching and Learning  

 Dissertation: Feedback in Professional Learning Communities: Exploring 
Teachers’ and Administrators’ Experiences and Implications for Building 
Systemic and Sustained Learning 

 Dissertation examined teachers’ experiences of giving and receiving of 
feedback pre/post involvement in a professional learning community. 
Examining lived experiences and feedback mechanisms, the study 
identified those feedback practices which most positively impacted 
teachers’ classroom practice and suggested ways in which systemic 
feedback mechanisms and structures can be modified and enhanced to 
positively impact teacher performance.      

 

2007                         National Board for Professional Teaching Standards  

National Board Certification 

 National Board Certified Teacher in the area of English/Language Arts: 
Adolescence and Young Adults  

 Components of my professional portfolio included action research involving 
the collection of student samples in the areas of reading and writing and 
an accompanying analysis, and video-taped teaching performances which 
I analyzed to identify my teaching strengths and limitations which were 
furthermore reflected upon to understand how future instruction might be 
improved.   

 Additionally, documented professional accomplishments and computerized 
testing in the areas of literary analysis, understanding universal themes, 
language study, the analysis of student writing and the teaching of reading 
and writing were successfully completed as a part of the certification 
process.    

2002 UW – Green Bay Green Bay, WI 

Masters of Science – Applied Learning and Leadership 

Thesis Emphasis 

 Action research focused on benefits and drawbacks of an interdisciplinary, 
collaborative approach to instruction  

 Focused on quantitatively assessing such an approach and its impact on 
the perceptions of both students and teachers in terms of achievement 
and motivation 

1996 -1998 UW - Stevens Point Stevens Point, WI 

BA English Education 

Coursework Emphasis 

 Methodology of Teaching Literature                       

 Methodology of Teaching Composition 

Department of English 
University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point 
Collins Classroom Center 222 
E-mail:  droloff@uwsp.edu 
Phone:  (715) 346-4341  
 

 



Related 

Professional 

Development 

2009-2011 University of Minnesota - Duluth Duluth, MN 

Ed.D Coursework 

 EDUC 7005 - Teaching and Learning in a Systems Context 
 EDUC 7040 - Principles of Adult Education 
 EDUC 8001 - Historical, Social and Philosophical Foundations of Ed. 
 EDUC 8003 - Educational Policy 
 EDUC 8005 - Curriculum: Theory into Practice 
 EDUC 8007 - Research on Knowledge & Learning in Education 
 EDUC 8009 - Distance Education: From Theory into Practice 
 EDUC 8015 - Research Design 
 EDUC 8016 - Theory and Practice of Qualitative Research Methods 
 EDUC 8017 - Theory and Practice of Quantitative Research Methods 
 EDUC 8018 - Advanced Statistical Methods 
 EDUC 8021 - Theories, Principles, and Methodology of Assessment in 

Organizational System 

Professional 

Employment  

2007 – Present       UW – Stevens Point                       Stevens Point, WI 

Instructor of English 

Courses Taught : Methods of Composition, Methods of Teaching 
Composition and Literature for Non-English Majors, Intermediate 
Composition, English 102, English 101 

Scholarship 

 

Conference Participation and Presentations 

 “Tablet PCs: Paperless Portfolios and Powerful Potential” - Computers & 
Writing – The University of Michigan, Spring 2011  

   The results of research in English 250: Intermediate Composition in 
which tablet pcs where used to submit handwritten electronic portfolio 
without the use of paper were shared.  Additionally, participants utilized 
the equipment and explored ways in which tablet pcs and handwritten 
methodologies might be incorporated into their coursework.       

 

 “Tablet PCs: Paperless Portfolios and Powerful Potential” - Wisconsin 
Council of Teachers of English, Fall 2010 

   Tablet PCs where used by students to conduct all activities in English 
250: Intermediate Composition, including the submission of a 
handwritten electronic portfolio, without the use of paper.  The results 
were presented with help from the student participants.     

 

 “The Great Divide Between School and Work” - Wisconsin State 
Reading Association Convention, February 2010 

 Participated as a panelist during this session focused on high schools 
standards, homework and instruction vs. college and work readiness.    

 

 “Diversity in the Classroom” - UWSP Workshop, Summer 2009 

 Participated in a workshop designed to help instructors better prepare 
students in a multicultural society and more effectively meet the diverse 
needs of UWSP’s student body.   

 

 “Integrating Global Issues into the English Curriculum” - UW System 
English Conference, Spring 2009 

 Sectional leader during a session focused on various ways in which 
global issues ranging from social justice to global warming may be 
integrated into the English curriculum and how varied approaches to 
research and writing might be utilized to engage students in authentic 
and meaningful reading and research. 



 

 “21st Century Language Arts” - Cooperative Educational Service 
Agency (CESA) Workshop, Spring 2009 

 Participated as a panelist during this workshop focused on the evolution 
of Language Arts curriculum in the 21

st
 century, university expectations 

for incoming college freshmen and ways in which secondary and higher 
education Language Arts professionals can collaborate to help students 
be successful after high school, whether they continue their education 
or immediately enter the world of work. 

 

 “Teaching in the New General Education Environment: Intended Learning 
Outcomes” - UWSP Teaching Conference, Winter 2009 

 Leader of a session devoted to understanding how specific intended 
learning outcomes could be applied to participants’ coursework. 

 

 “Supporting Our Newest Colleagues – English Educator Networking” - 
Wisconsin Council of Teachers of English, Fall 2008, 2009  

 Lead sessions aimed at supporting English Educators in the initial years 
of their teaching careers by creating a network of educators dedicated 
to their success.  It matches them with veteran teacher mentors and 
provides them with helpful resources to enhance their pedagogical 
practices. 

 

 “Intended Learning Outcomes” – UWSP Workshop, Summer 2008 

 Participated in a UWSP workshop designed to increase participant 
understanding of course design and how to effectively integrate 
intended learning outcomes into both their syllabus and daily instruction.   

 

 Wisconsin Council of English Educators, Fall 2007  

 Lead a discussion with Emilie Amundson from the Wisconsin DPI 
focused on identifying the qualities and components of English 
Education programs statewide, and worked to establish a network of 
individuals from middle school, high school and institutions of higher 
learning who are dedicated to improving English Education statewide. 

 

 Wisconsin Convention of Teachers of English and Language Arts 
(WCTELA), Fall 2006  

 Co-lead a session focused on the mini-lesson approach to teaching 
reading and writing at the secondary level and its application in 
welcoming students with varied literacy backgrounds and help them 
connect their various "school" and "home" literacies 

 

Grant Writing/Research 

 “Tablet PCs: Impact and Implications for Process Writing.”  University of 
Wisconsin – Stevens Point.  University Personnel Development 
Committee: Stevens Point, 2009. 

 Successfully wrote a grant and conducted research on tablet PCs which 
bring pen and paper functionality to laptops, allow users to create “digital 
ink” in computer environments, draw diagrams, handwrite compositions, 
convert handwriting to typed text and search within digital ink. 

 Spring 2009: Provided tablet PCs to two groups of students in 
English 250:  Intermediate Composition, each for one half of the 
semester.  Measured benefits and drawbacks of the technology 
when integrated into their writing process.  Surveyed students on 
preferences and usefulness of varied methods of providing 
feedback.  Monitored impact of the technology on the pedagogical 
practices of the instructor and posited future implications of the 
technology for writing instruction. 



 

 Fall 2009: Provided tablet PCs to students in English 250: 
Intermediate Composition for the duration of the semester.  
Measured the benefits and drawbacks of the technology and its 
feasibility in realizing a paperless writing environment which still 
makes use of a handwritten approach to composing and revising 
written work.  Tracked strengths and weakness of such an 
application by both students and the instructor in terms of 
completing and submitting work, electronically scoring all 
assignments for class (many of which were previously completed 
as physical paper copies), and receiving/returning feedback 
through use of the tablet’s “digital ink”. 

 Data gathered 

 Fall 2010 WCTE presentation with students as co-presenters 

 Spring 2011 presentation at Computers and Writing 

 

  “SMART Instruction.”   University of Wisconsin – Green Bay.  Institute 
for Learning Partnership: Green Bay, 2005.    

 Research measured the impact of using these technologies on student 
performance and student and teacher motivation as well as the impact 
using these technologies had on instructor’s pedagogical practices. 

Professional 

Organizations 
 

 

     

  

Service 

 

Wisconsin Conference on English Education  

 Chair, 2011 – present 

 Member 2007 - present 

Wisconsin Council of Teachers of English 

 Executive Board, 2011 – present 

 Member 2004 - present 

 

UWSP Service – 2012 - Present 

 UWSP University Technology Committee, COLS Representative 

 High School Writer’s Workshop: Session Leader for Visiting Teachers  

 Instructional Support on Wisconsin Elementary and Secondary Education Act 
Improving Teacher Quality grant “Sound the ALARMS! (Adolescent Literacy 
Achievement Requires Multi-level Support) 

 Provided support and coordinated activities with CESA 5 teachers 
during the August 2012 grant workshop 

 Responsible for conferencing and providing extended support to area K-
12 school districts as they plan and adapt curriculum and integrate 
technology so as to align with the Common Core State Standards 

 Faculty Adviser: Lincoln Hills Writing Project 

 Freshmen Interest Group (FIG) Faculty Member, Education and Natural 
Resources FIGs 

 Advising: 23 advisees 

 

UWSP Service – 2011-2012 

 Primary author, organizer and presenter for English Education Graduate 
Workshop (Summer 2012) 

 Responsible for both apply for Faculty Development funding as well as 
planning and coordinating a workshop for UWSP English graduates 

 In addition to strengthening ties with our graduates the program 
addresses issues critical to today’s educators. Issues of local, state and 
national politics, of testing and assessment practices, of understanding 
how to interpret qualitative and quantitative data, and of changing 
standards and evaluation systems will be addressed in this workshop.  



 

 

 Instructional Support on Wisconsin Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act Improving Teacher Quality grant “Sound the ALARMS! (Adolescent 
Literacy Achievement Requires Multi-level Support) 

 Responsible for conferencing with and providing support to area K-12 
school districts as they plan and adapt curriculum to improve 
instructional quality and align with the Common Core State Standards 

 Coordination of dialogue sessions between UWSP’s School of 
Education and English Education faculty to improve instruction and 
better prepare teachers to meet English/Language Arts Common Core 
State Standards 

 Faculty Adviser: Lincoln Hills Writing Project 

 UWSP English Department Ad Hoc Writing Minor Committee 

 Freshmen Interest Group (FIG) Faculty Member, Education FIG 

 Advising:  22 advisees 

 Classroom Modification(s): Successfully wrote a classroom modification for 
to integrate a SMART Board into the technology setup for CCC 240.   

 Freshmen English Textbook Selection Committee 

 

UWSP Service – 2010-2011 

 Lincoln Hills Writing Project: Faculty Advisor 

 High School Writer’s Workshop: Session Leader for Visiting Teachers 

 Freshmen Interest Group (FIG) Faculty Member, Education FIG 

 Advising:  24 advisees 

 Classroom Modification(s): Successfully wrote a classroom modification for 
to integrate a SMART Board into the technology setup for CCC 206, 226 
and 238.   

 

UWSP Service – 2009-2010 

 UWSP University Technology Committee, COLS Representative 

 Lincoln Hills Writing Project: Faculty Advisor 

 High School Writer’s Workshop: Session Leader 

 Freshmen Interest Group (FIG) Faculty Member, Education FIG 

 Freshmen English Placement: Essay Scorer 

 Advising:  20 advisees 

 Classroom Modification(s): Successfully wrote a classroom modification 
with Rebecca Stephens for CCC 207 to integrate a SMART Board into the 
room’s technology setup. 

 

UWSP Service – 2008-2009 

 UWSP University Technology Committee, COLS Representative 

 UWSP English Department - Freshmen English Textbook Selection 
Committee 

 Supervision of high school and middle school English student teachers: 
services supplied gratis to oversee five student teachers during their 
assignments 

 UWSP Teaching Conference - Teaching in the New General Education   
Environment: Intended Learning Outcomes Section Leader 

 Lincoln Hills Writing Project: Faculty Advisor 

 High School Writer’s Workshop: Session Leader 

 Freshmen English Placement: Essay Scorer 

 Advising:  10 advisees 

 



 

 

UWSP Service - 2007 

 High School Writer’s Workshop: Session Leader 

 

 

 


