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Building on traditions of excellence and service to Central 
Wisconsin, UWSP will CONNECT TO THE FUTURE by:
●	 Providing	challenging	learning	and	leadership	

experiences	that	prepare	students	to	be	GLOBAL	
CITIZENS 

●	 Projecting	our	history	and	values	in	the	LIFE	AND	LOOK	
OF	THE	CAMPUS	
○	 Experience	of	the	liberal	arts	and	sciences	
○	 Responsibility	of	personal	and	community	wellness	
○	 Stewardship	of	natural	resources	
○	 The	power	of	communication	and	the	arts	

●	 Partnering	with	others	for	a	VIBRANT	ECONOMY

College of Letters & Science  

Mission Statement
The	mission	of	the	College	of	Letters	and	Science	is	to	serve	
the	region,	the	state,	and	the	world	through	
●	 Commitment	to	Vision	2015
●	 Academic	excellence	that	fosters	students’	career	

preparation,	professional	expertise,	civic	responsibility,	
personal	development,	and	global	adaptability

●	 Research	and	learning	that	generate	new	knowledge	and	
new	insights	which,	through	their	application,	promote	
economic	development,	community	wellbeing,	personal	
fulfillment,	and	lifelong	learning

●	 Dedication	to	the	public	good	through	leadership	and	
service	grounded	in	the	foundational	ideals	of	liberal	
education,	robust	academic	majors,	a	vibrant	general	
education	program,	and	an	overarching	embrace	of	
academic	and	personal	integrity

●	 Adherence	to	the	Principles	of	Excellence	established	
for	Liberal	Education	and	America’s	Promise	by	the	
Association	of	American	Colleges	and	Universities,1 
which	are	to
○	 Aim	high,	and	make	excellence	inclusive
○	 Give	students	a	compass
○	 Teach	the	arts	of	inquiry	and	innovation
○	 Engage	the	big	questions
○	 Connect	knowledge	with	choices	and	action
○	 Foster	civic,	intercultural	and	ethical	learning
○	 Assess	students’	ability	to	apply	learning	to	complex	

problems

1 College Learning for the New Global Century: A Report from the National 
Leadership Council for Liberal Education and America’s Promise (Washington, 
D.C.: Association of American Colleges and Universities, 2007),  26.

Realizing 
VISION 2015 Research and application are ongoing 

in state-of-the-art  lab facilities.

At UWSP, microvision is just 
as valuable as macrovision.

Chemistry professor Mike Zach with 4 
of 9 students on the bus at Argonne.
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The	year	under	review,	2008/09,	has	been	busy	and	successful	for	the	College	of	Letters	&	Science	at	the	
University	of	Wisconsin-Stevens	Point.		As	I	come	to	the	end	of	my	tenure	as	interim	dean	in	the	College,	to	return	to	
my	previous	position	as	associate	dean	in	the	College,	I	am	pleased	to	present	to	you	the	annual	report	that	follows.

When	I	addressed	the	College	at	the	fall	Convocation,	I	focused	on	the	need	for	us	to	continue	our	successful	
tradition	of	collaboration,	outreach,	and	scholarship	as	means	of	supporting	our	primary	mission	of	educating	our	
students.		The	faculty	and	staff	of	the	College	of	Letters	&	Science	responded	resoundingly,	as	you	will	read	in	the	
report.

Collaboration	among	College	faculty,	among	faculty	and	students	in	Letters	&	Science,	among	faculty	in	Letters	
&	Science	and	faculty	in	other	UWSP	colleges,	and	among	Letters	&	Science	faculty	and	students	and	members	of	
our	regional	community	is	vital	to	our	college’s	success	and	growth.		In	the	year	under	review	we	have	seen	faculty	
and	students	working	together	to	produce	important	scholarship;	we	have	seen	faculty	collaborating	with	colleagues	
in	other	colleges	on	ground-breaking	research;	and	we	have	seen	faculty	and	students	collaborating	with	off-campus	
groups	and	organizations	to	lend	a	hand,	to	develop	professional	skills,	and	to	provide	service-learning	experiences	
for our students.

Through	dozens	of	on-campus	and	community-based	presentations,	faculty	and	staff	brought	Vision	2015’s	
emphasis	on	the	“experience	of	the	liberal	arts	and	sciences”	to	a	wide-ranging	audience.		For	example,	the	inaugural	
year	of	the	“Letters	&	Science	Community/Campus	Lecture	Series”	featured	eight	faculty	members	presenting	their	
work	on	campus	and	at	the	Portage	County	Library	to	approximately	400	people.		As	you	will	read	in	the	report,	
this	lecture	series	is	only	one	example	of	many	presentations	in	which	our	
students, staff, and faculty were involved.

While	excellence	in	teaching	is	our	priority	at	UWSP	and	so	in	the	
College	of	Letters	&	Science,	without	faculty	and	student	scholarship	our	
teaching	efforts	would	suffer.		Faculty	and	student	scholarship	strengthens	
the	professional	development	of	all;	faculty-mentored	student	scholarship	
provides	students	with	professional	experience	that	greatly	enhances	their	in-
class	learning	experience.		Our	faculty	are	leaders	in	their	respective	fields	of	
scholarship.		This	year’s	report	only	scratches	the	surface	of	our	faculty/staff	
and	faculty/staff/student	accomplishments	in	the	area	of	scholarship.

I	greatly	appreciate	the	work	that	the	students,	faculty,	and	staff	have	
undertaken	and	accomplished	this	year.		As	you	will	see	in	this	report,	the	
faculty,	staff,	and	students	in	the	College	of	Letters	&	Science	are	the	College	
of	Letters	&	Science	at	UWSP.

I	have	enjoyed	my	year	as	interim	dean.		I	look	forward	to	returning	to	
my	position	as	associate	dean,	and	to	working	with	Dr.	Christopher	Cirmo,	a	
geographer,	who	joins	us	in	August	as	the	next	dean	of	the	College	of	Letters	&	
Science.

Sincerely,

Charles	E.	Clark,	Ph.D.
Interim	Dean
UW-Stevens Point
College	of	Letters	&	Science

Excellence Emerges in Challenging Times

Through over 200 lectures, 
demonstrations, interviews, and 
other programs, the faculty and 
staff of the College of Letters 
& Science are very active in 
our communities, bringing the 
liberal arts and sciences to a 
very wide public.  These events 
span the 2008-09 academic year 
and represent all disciplines in 
the College of Letters & Science.  
The several examples included 
in similar boxes throughout this 
report are only a small sample of 
the wide-ranging outreach our 
faculty and staff provide each 
year.

  
VISION 2015
Connecting to the Future

Community Impact
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An	inclusive	education	for	our	
students	is	an	essential	component	in	
the	Letters	&	Science	commitment	to	
providing	instruction	within	a	global	
context.  Our curricula across our 
disciplines	are	the	most	apparent	
evidence	of	our	emphasis	on	helping	our	
students	to	develop	as	global	citizens.		

In Political Science, a new course 
was	created	on	the	Politics	of	the	
European	Union	
(EU), and given 
that	approximately	
70%	of	Foreign	
Direct	Investment	
into Wisconsin 
comes	from	EU	
member	states	
and accounts for 
approximately	
63,000	Wisconsin	
jobs	(per	2007	EU	
statistics),	it	makes	
sense for our 
undergraduates 
to	study	the	EU.		
A	new	course	on	
global indigenous 
politics	is	currently	
under	development,	
as well, in order 
to	supplement	
our	comparative	
politics	and	
international 
relations offerings.

Faculty	and	student	involvement	
in	experiences	outside	of	the	United	
States	serve	as	significant	factors	in	
our	effort	to	enhance	global	awareness	
and	understanding.		The	College	of	
Letters	&	Science,	working	with	the	
Office	of	International	Programs,	helps	
to	provide	numerous	opportunities	for	
students	to	learn	from	other	cultures.		
In	addition	to	the	short-term	and	
semester-long	study-abroad	programs	
Letters	&	Science	led	over	the	past	year,	
individual	faculty	have	acquired	funding	
from	Letters	&	Science	that	allowed	
them	to	take	students	to	nations	beyond	
U.S.	borders.		Eric	Yonke	(History	and	

International	Programs)	was	responsible	
for	History’s	International	Internship	
and	Field	Research	Supervision,	
directing	students	who	interned	with	
Non-Governmental	Organizations	in	
London	and	conducted	social	science	
field	research	in	the	Lao	People’s	
Democratic	Republic.		A	number	of	
Biology	faculty	led	students	on	research	
trips	to	countries	in	Latin	America.		
Erik Wild	undertook	an	International	

Programs	research	
expedition	to	the	
Amazon	of	Peru	with	
four	UWSP	students;	
Virginia Freire and 
her	biology	students	
conducted	research	
in	Guatemala	and	
Belize,	while	Bob 
Rosenfield led 
students	on	a	short-
term	trip	to	Costa	
Rica.

Our	partnership	
with	other	institu-

tions	is	critical	to	providing	global	
learning	opportunities	for	our	students.		
Working	with	the	UWSP	Office	of	
International	Programs,	Richard Ruppel 
(Foreign	Languages),	as	the	UWSP	
representative	of	the	Wisconsin-Hessen	
Partnership,	in	consultation	with	his	
German	colleagues	in	the	Department	of	
Foreign	Languages,	Esther Bauer and 
Tobias Barske,	initiated	a	new	German	
study	abroad	program	in	Marburg,	
Germany	at	the	Philipps	Universität,	one	
of	Germany’s	most	venerable	academic	
institutions,	founded	in	1527.		This	is	
the	first	semester-long	study	abroad	
program	in	German	to	be	established	
between	a	UW-System	university	
and	a	Hessen	university	under	the	
Wisconsin-Hessen	Partnership.		Tobias	
Barske	led	a	student	group	on	an	entry	
tour	through	Berlin	and	helped	them	
settle	into	Marburg	this	year.		The	
program	has	already	begun	to	draw	
students	from	UW-Eau-Claire	with	
some	promises	from	UW-Oshkosh.		
The	Hessen	State	Senate	passed	a	bill	
authorizing	450	million	Euros	($626	
million)	to	finance	the	construction	
of	a	new	Humanities	Campus	to	be	

Global Initiatives

Author Holmes Rolston III with 
Professor Chris Diehm.

On November 20, 2008, the 
Department of Philosophy 
welcomed Holmes Rolston III 
to campus for a presentation 
open to members of the campus 
and community.  Described by 
Professor Chris Diehm as “one 
of America’s true environmental 
giants,” Rolston has achieved 
world acclaim for his critical 
thinking on issues such as global 
warming, loss of biodiversity, 
sustainable economic 
development, consumerism, and 
the importance of environmental 
literacy. Rolston is a prolific 
author and has written six books 
including “Genes, Genesis and 
God,” “Science and Religion: 
A Critical Survey,” “Philosophy 
Gone Wild,” and “Environmental 
Ethics.” His books have been 
used as texts in 150 colleges and 
universities.

Holmes Rolston III
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another	college	on	campus	(Fine	Arts	
&	Communication,	Natural	Resources,	
or	Professional	Studies).		Letters	&	
Science	departments	also	frequently	
offer	courses	that	are	integral	to	majors	
in	one	of	the	three	colleges	listed	above.		
An	example	of	this	is	the	Department	of	
Philosophy,	which	offers	courses	that	are	
part	of	the	academic	core	for	the	Health	
Science	Major	by	providing	three	of	the	
program’s	required	collateral	courses:	
Anthropology	380:	Anthropology	of	
Health	and	Disease,	Philosophy	121:	
Critical	Thinking,	and	Philosophy	302:	
Medical	Ethics.		The	Department	of	
Health	Sciences	is	a	component	of	the	
College of Professional Studies.

2009,	through	November	7,	2009.	Kathy 
Lamb	(Sociology)	is	currently	working	
on	research	related	to	Latino	youth	and	
examining	ways	of	actively	engaging	
them	in	civic	and	political	affairs	
during	the	transition	to	adulthood.		
Corinne Dempsey (Religious Studies) 
arranged	for	a	public	lecture	given	by	
Sri	Chaitanyananda,	who	spoke	about	
the	deity	Shiva	to	a	standing-room	
only	crowd.	Corinne	Dempsey	and	
Matthew Chacko	(English)	brought	in	
Ravi	Shankar,	a	yogic	practitioner	and	
scholar,	for	an	evening	lecture.		These	
exchanges,	research	projects,	and	public	
lectures	all	contribute	to	expanding	
opportunities	for	our	students	to	be	
well-educated	with	a	global	perspective.

The	liberal	arts	and	sciences	not	
only	comprise	the	curricula	of	the	
College	of	Letters	&	Science,	but	are	
the	foundation	of	the	educational	
experience	that	our	students	have	at	
UWSP.		The	College	of	Letters	&	Science	
houses	the	majority	of	general	education	
courses	at	our	university,	which	help	
prepare	students	to	specialize	in	one	or	
more	majors	in	Letters	&	Science	or	in	

situated	in	the	old	
botanical garden. It 
appears	that	this	was	
a	fortuitous	move.		
Marburg	has	replaced	
our	former	German	
immersion	program	in	
Magdeburg.

Outside of our 
curricula, our faculty, 
staff, and students 
engage	in	numerous	
endeavors	that	
expand	students’	
understanding of 
the	world	around	
them.		For	example,	
Stephanie Alemán 
(Anthropology)	
is initiating an 
Amerindian	exchange	
program	between	
UWSP	and	the	
Waiwai,	a	group	of	Amerindians	in	
southern	Guyana.	This	program	will	be	
an	ideal	fit	with	the	University’s	mission,	
both	cultivating	global	awareness	
and	extending	to	the	students	in	our	
burgeoning	ethnobotany	program	a	
unique	and	important	way	to	fulfill	
their	fieldwork	requirement.	The	first	
Waiwai	will	be	here	from	August	7,	

 

On location with Mexican filmmaker 
Francesco Taboada and his Brazilian-born 
producer Fernanda Robinson

In November, the Department 
of Foreign Languages and 
the College of Fine Arts 
and Communication hosted 
Mexican filmmaker Francesco 
Taboada and his Brazilian-born 
producer Fernanda Robinson 
for a screening of his new 
documentary, “13 PUEBLOS 
en defensa del agua, del aire 
y de la tierra” (“13 Indigenous 
Peoples Defending Their Water, 
Air, and Land”). Taboada led a 
discussion about the subjects 
of his documentary and faculty, 
students and community members 
were invited to a reception 
in his honor.  As part of his 
visit, Taboada presented “The 
Mexican Revolution for Younger 
Generations” for UWSP’s Spanish 
313 class led by Marcia Mace, 
lecturer in Spanish.

Francesco Taboada
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we	had	ten	speakers	deliver	seminars	on	
their	professional	endeavors.	Two	of	our	
current	students,	one	alumnus,	and	a	
faculty	member,	Nathan Bowling, gave 
talks.	The	Colloquium	Series	gives	our	
students	the	opportunity	to	hear	about	
science	that	is	done	beyond	our	campus	
and to learn about careers in science.   
In	the	same	way,	the	American	Chemical	
Society	Student	Affiliate	Chapter	
continues	to	be	active.	They	coordinated	
several	social	events,	which	included	a	
chemical	demonstration	competition.		
The	Department	of	Physics	participated	
in	this	competition,	which	attracted	
hundreds	of	spectators	from	campus	
and	the	community.

A	key	to	emphasizing	the	
importance	of	the	liberal	arts	and	
science	disciplines	in	the	College	of	
Letters	&	Science	is	to	reach	out	to	
current	students,	potential	students,	
and	the	general	public	outside	of	the	
classroom	setting.		Departments	and	
programs	across	the	College	of	Letters	
&	Science	do	this	throughout	the	year,	
such	as	Continuing	Education’s	hosting	
of	the	Women	&	Science	Day	program	
offered	for	girls	in	the	7th	through	10th	
grades.  

In	the	Department	of	Chemistry,	the	
Colloquium	Series	consists	of	seminars	
that	are	given	by	invited	speakers	on	
selected	Friday	afternoons.	In	2008-09	

Life & Look of the Campus
The College, in collaboration with 
Continuing Education and UW-
Extension, offered two full-day 
“Women in Science” workshops 
for girls in 7th-10th grades. Each 
day was full of a variety of hands-
on workshops and presentations 
from professional women who 
hope inspire interest in science 
and technology. Workshop 
topics included “Starship 
Earth”, “Becoming a Fish 
Princess:  Careers in Fisheries 
and Aquaculture”, “Medical 
Investigators” and “Veterinary 
Medicine.” Created in 1989, this 
program gives over 300 area 
girls the opportunity to explore 
university life by spending the 
day learning on campus among 
college students.

Women in Science

Among the hands-on workshops was Veterinary Medicine, in which 7th-10th 
grade girls were taught emergency pet care by local veterinarian Dr. Liz 
Wysocki and local veterinarian assistant Lissa Danforth (pictured in purple).
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contribute	to	students’	progress	in	
Health	Sciences.		In	the	American	
Studies	major	or	in	the	International	
Studies	major,	each	part	of	the	College	
of	Letters	&	Science,	students	are	
exposed	to	multiple	disciplines	within	
the	College.		

In	much	the	same	way,	students	
working	in	applied	areas	in	one	
department	are	exposed	to	other	facets	
of	the	liberal	arts	and	sciences,	as	
well	as	professional	programs.		For	
example,	students	studying	computer	
information	systems	(CIS)	and	web	and	

disciplines	is	an	outstanding	example	
of	what	students	and	faculty	can	do	
to	benefit	citizens	and	residents	of	the	
community.

Through	coursework,	students	learn	
how	various	disciplines	relate	to	one	
another.		Above,	we	saw	how	courses	
offered	in	the	Department	of	Philosophy	

Our	faculty	in	the	Department	
of	Psychology	continue	to	apply	
psychological	knowledge	to	community	
issues	and	activities	through	the	use	
of	service	learning	in	their	classes.	
For	example,	Jeana Magyar-Moe 
(Positive	Psychology)	and	Debra 
Palmer	(Developmental	Psychology)	
had	their	students	engage	in	hands-on	
work	and	fund-raising	for	community	
organizations	like	Habitat	for	Humanity	
and	the	Salvation	Army.	The	total	
dollar	benefits	for	these	organizations	
from	the	work	done	by	the	students	in	
both	professors’	classes	came	to	about	
$35,000	in	the	past	academic	year.	
These	activities	provide	great	benefits	to	
the	well-being	of	the	community	and	the	
students	themselves.	Service	learning	
through	the	liberal	arts	and	science	

Students in the Positive 
Psychology (Dr. Jeana Magyar-
Moe) and Developmental 
Psychology (Dr. Debra Palmer) 
classes participated in hands-
on work and fund-raising for 
community organizations like 
Habitat for Humanity and the 
Salvation Army.

Service Learning in 
the Community

New freshmen making a 
difference in local food 
pantries.

The series debuted in 2008-
09 as a free lecture series to 
share the outcomes of faculty 
research and scholarship 
in the College of Letters & 
Science.   Eight lectures were 
held throughout the academic 
year with guest speakers in 
Anthropology, Computing and 
New Media Technologies, English, 
Psychology, Biology, Psychology, 
Philosophy and History. 

The Community/
Campus Lecture Series

Learning for all ages takes place 
in and outside the classroom.
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digital	media	development	(WDMD)	
applied	their	learning	this	year	to	
areas	well	outside	of	the	Department	of	
Computing	&	New	Media	Technology.		
CIS	and	WDMD	students	partnered	
with	a	variety	of	campus	departments,	
programs	and	student	organizations	
in	assisting	with	their	Web	and	other	
technical	needs.	Partnerships	included	

those	with	UWSP’s	Reserve	Officer	
Training	Corp	program	(part	of	the	
College	of	Professional	Studies),	the	
Tutoring-Learning	Center	(housed	in	the	
University	Learning	Resource	Center),	
Barney Street	(a	student	publication),	
The Pointer	(the	student	newspaper),	The	
Paper	Science	Foundation	(a	supporter	
of	the	College	of	Natural	Resources),	

and	Letters	&	Sciences’	Northern	
Aquaculture	Demonstration	Facility.	
Through	service	learning	initiatives	on	
campus	the	Department	of	Computing	
&	New	Media	Technology	continues	to	
build	on	relationships	with	Psychology,	
Philosophy	and	the	UWSP	Center	for	
Academic	Excellence	and	Student	
Engagement.

The Department of Political 
Science presented two community 
forums open to other faculty, 
staff, students and community 
members.  The first forum was 
held in late November, and 
departmental faculty presented 
information on the November 
2008 elections, followed by a 
discussion.  Topics included 
the election of the first African 
American President, youth voting 
trends, religion and voting, 
congressional elections, and 
potential changes in foreign 
policy.  The second forum was 
held in March 2009, and focused 
on the first 100 days of the Obama 
presidency.  Topics included the 
Supreme Court, the economic 
crisis, health care policy, US/Latin 
American relations, US/Chinese 
relations, and environmental 
policy.

Community Forums on 
the Presidential Election

Voting was steady Tuesday 
morning in the Encore room 
of the Dreyfuss University 
Center.

Students discuss issues with Wisconsin’s 
senior Congressman David Obey.
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The	College	of	Letters	&	Science	
plays	a	critical	role	in	supporting	and	
contributing	to	economic	development	
in Central Wisconsin and beyond.  
Faculty	and	students	from	across	our	
disciplines	are	involved	in	collaborative	
work	that	will	have	long-standing	effects	
on	our	region,	state,	and	nation.		From	
Biology	to	Psychology,	Letters	&	Science	
faculty,	staff,	and	students	partner	
with	businesses	and	organizations	to	
improve	and	enhance	our	lives.		Just	as	
important,	such	partnerships	frequently	
result	in	applied	experience	and	income	
for	our	students,	furthering	their	
professional	development	and	helping	
them	financially	to	continue	their	
education.

In	the	Department	of	Biology,	Eric 
Singsaas	continues	his	collaboration	

with	Don Guay	of	the	College	of	Natural	
Resources	and	outside	economic	
partners	on	biofuels	research.		During	
the	year	under	review,	Singsaas	
and	Guay	have	
successfully secured 
significant	funding,	
which	has	resulted	
in	the	employment	
of	research	faculty	
and	students.		This	
biofuels	research	will	
have	long-ranging	
effects	as	it	furthers	
our	nation’s	ability	
to rely less on fossil 
fuels	while	cultivating	
renewable alternatives.

In	the	College	of	
Letters	&	Science,	

we	have	a	variety	of	disciplines	that	
have	direct	business	applications.		Two	
examples	come	from	our	computing	and	
English	departments.		This	past	year,	
many	courses	in	the	Department	of	
Computing	&	New	Media	Technologies	
underwent	significant	changes	to	reflect	
industry’s	need	for	majors	to	understand	

business	process	
modeling,	
object-oriented	
programming,	
3D-modeling,	
issues in 
typography,	
and	mobile	
computing.		The	
department	
hosted	a	number	
of	professionals	
from	the	web	
development	field	
who	provided	
students 

Vibrant Economy

Members of the English 
Department, under the guidance 
of Lorri Nandrea, organized 
and led community reading 
groups that chose and discussed 
a text (Jane Austen’s Pride and 
Prejudice). The year’s meetings 
culminated in an “extravaganza,” 
with entertainment that included 
songs and dances of the period, 
followed by a workshop in period 
dancing. The comments on the 
evaluation forms were uniformly 
positive, and the Acorn Project 
will continue next year.

Acorn Community 
Outreach Reading 
Groups

Acorn does Austen — it’s a hit!
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with	an	overview	of	trends	in	their	
industry,	shared	cutting-edge	work	in	
digital	media	and	provided	students	
with	mentoring	and	networking	
opportunities.		Industry	professionals	
included	senior	managers	from	
Popular	Front	(Minneapolis),	Digital	
People	(Bloomington,	Minn.),	Ham	
in	the	Fridge	(Minneapolis)	and	Live	
Marketing	(Chicago).		Faculty	members	
in	the	Department	of	English	are	
involved	in	outreach	efforts	through	
UWSP Continuing Education to area 
companies.	They	conduct	writing	
seminars	at	the	Wisconsin	Learning	
Center	and	at	the	headquarters	of	such	
companies	as	Stora	Enso,	Greenheck	
Fan,	Roehl	Transport,	Wausau	Financial	
Services,	and	Wausau	Homes.	In	these	
seminars,	business	leaders	develop	
the	writing	skills	they	need	to	increase	
their	effectiveness	and	so	improve	

their	bottom	line.	The	Greenheck	Fan	
Leadership	Training	Program	was	
recently	singled	out	by	the	University	of	
Wisconsin	System	as	a	model	program.

Last	year’s	report	announced	the	
acquisition	of	significant	federal	funding	
to	support	the	establishment	of	our	
Wisconsin	Geographic	Information	
Systems	(GIS)	Center.		This	funding	is	
now	in	place	and	has	
already generated 
employment.		The	
first	year	of	this	
five-year	grant	
was advanced by 
hiring	an	outreach	
educational 
specialist,	Doug 
Miskowiak,	who	
started	in	January	
(2009),	and	by	
hiring	a	Visiting	

GIS	Assistant	Professor,	Eugene 
(Gene) Martin.		Mr.	Miskowiak	has	
already	started	an	impressive	teaching,	
scholarly	and	service	agenda;	Gene	
Martin	will	join	us	in	the	fall	of	2009.		In	
2009/10	the	first	GIS	certificate	program	
courses	will	be	offered.		These	classes	
will	be	focused	on	a	program	that	will	
offer	specialized	GIS	courses	in	various	

fields,	such	as	
forestry, surveying, 
planning	and	
environmental	
management.		The	
Center	will	provide	
critical	technology-
based	outreach	to	
government	and	
business as well 
as instruction 
to	the	citizens	
using	consumer	
technology.

It is not 
uncommon	
for faculty 
and student 
work	initially	
supported	with	
small	amounts	
of	“seed”	funding	

from	the	College	of	Letters	&	Science	to	
develop	into	self-sustaining	projects	that	
provide	practical,	applied	experience	
to	our	students.		Two	examples	of	this	
development	are	the	College’s	Center	
for	Community	Research,	directed	by	
Gary Itzkowitz	of	the	Department	of	
Sociology,	which	conducts	field	research	
for	local	organizations,	and	the	Center	
for	Athletic	Scheduling,	directed	by	
Andy Felt,	of	the	Department	of	
Mathematical	Sciences.		This	latter	
center grew out of a College-funded 
project	through	which	Felt	and	his	
student	collaborators	developed	
mathematical	models	that	pointed	
to	ways	to	improve	local	school	
bus	scheduling.		Applying	similar	
techniques,	the	Center	for	Athletic	
Scheduling	this	past	year	secured	
contracts	from	around	the	country	
worth	over	$4,000.	This	money	provided	
approximately	$3,000	in	financial	
support	to	seven	students,	along	with	
valuable	experience	in	logistics	and	
applied	mathematics.

The English Department once 
again hosted a day-long High 
School Writers’ Workshop for 
promising high school junior and 
senior writers. Over 100 students 
from high schools across the 
state were invited to participate 
in the event in one or more of 
the following genres: informal 
essay, environmental or civic 
issue essay, poetry, fiction, and 
children’s literature. English 
Department faculty ran five 
workshop sessions, and Creative 
Writing faculty members read 
their own work. At the end of the 
day seniors (and five alternates) 
in each category were named the 
winners of scholarships to attend 
UWSP.

Writers’ Workshop

Helping to encourage and 
promote high school writers.
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Faculty	and	student	research	and	
scholarship	are	important	components	
of	the	educational	process	at	UWSP.		
The	faculty	and	students	in	the	
College	of	Letters	&	Science	are	very	
active, as readers 
of	the	departments’	
individual	reports	
will note.  Below, we 
have	included	a	small	
sample	of	faculty	
and	faculty/student	
research.		These	are	
only	representative	
examples	of	a	much	
larger	body	of	work	
spanning	all	of	the	
disciplines	housed	in	
the	College	of	Letters	
&	Science.		

This	year,	Susan 
Brewer,	Department	
of	History,	brought	
to	completion	a	book	
published	by	Oxford	
University Press.  
Why America Fights 
explores	the	issue	of	
patriotism	and	war	
propaganda	from	the	
late	19th	century	up	
to	the	present	day.		In	Mathematical	
Sciences,	Andy	Felt	coauthored	a	paper	
with	two	students	entitled	“Using	
Flexible	Busing	to	Meet	Average	Class	
Size	Targets”	in	the	journal	Planning	
and	Change.		This	article	is	an	
outgrowth	of	a	College-funded	research	
project	Felt	and	his	students	carried	out	
in	previous	years.

Corrine Dempsey, a religious 
studies	specialist	in	the	Department	of	
Philosophy,	co-edited	Miracle as Modern 
Conundrum in South Asian Religious 
Traditions.			Dempsey	also	contributed	
the	introduction	and	a	chapter	to	this	
volume.		In	Chemistry,	Tony Timerman, 
Tom Zamis,	and	a	student,	published	
“The	Isolation	of	Invertase	from	Baker’s	
Yeast:		A	Four-Part	Exercise	in	Protein	
Purification	and	Characterization”	in	the	
Journal of Chemistry Education.

In	the	Department	of	English,	
Larry Morgan	published	“Conservation 
Writing: An Emerging Field in 
Technical Communication” in Technical 
Communication Quarterly.		In	the	

Department	of	
Biology, Qiang 
Sun,	with	
colleagues	from	
other	institutions,	
published	
“Wound-induced	
Vascular	
Occlusions in 
Vitis vinifera 
(Vitaceae): tyloses 
in	Summer	and	
Gels	in	Winter”	
in	the	American 
Journal of Botany.

Of	special	
importance	is	
the	mentoring	
that	faculty	do	
as	they	work	
with	students	
on	research	
projects,	which	
frequently	result	

in	publication,	
or	as	they	
direct student 
research,	which	
also often is 
presented	at	local,	
state, regional, 
national, and 
even international 
conferences.		This	
student	research,	
presentation,	and	
publication	are	
significant	factors	
in	our	students’	
professional	
development.		
Faculty	in	the	
College	of	Letters	
&	Science	play	
a vital role in 

developing	our	students	as	professionals,	
whether	in	the	humanities,	sciences,	or	
social sciences.

Much	of	the	scholarship	that	faculty	
and	students	pursue	is	funded	through	
grants	faculty	write	over	the	course	of	
the	year.		Below	is	a	discussion	of	the	
outcome	of	this	year’s	“grantsmanship.”

Extramural	support	for	research	
and	service	is	vital	for	fulfillment	of	
Letters	&	Science	mission	obligations	to	
the	central	Wisconsin	community,	and	
to	UWSP	teaching.	During	2008/09,	
College	personnel	across	the	disciplinary	
spectrum	once	again	were	ambitious	
by	their	application	for	almost	50	
new	extramural	grants	totaling	over	
$4.6	million	(and	to	date	have	been	
successfully	awarded	on	16	projects	
totaling	over	$2.1	million),	and	in	their	
continuation	of	ongoing	grant	projects.		
These	figures	include	the	GIS	Center	
grant	announced	in	last	year’s	report.	
The	majority	were	collaborative	ventures	
partnering	Letters	&	Science	with	other	
UWSP	colleges,	off-campus	agencies,	or	
community	organizations.		The	variety	
of	disciplinary	initiatives	reflects	the	
eclectic	nature	of	Letters	&	Science.

Faculty and Student Research and Scholarship

Our most visible activity that 
demonstrates the benefits of an 
education in the liberal arts and 
sciences is the annual Letters 
and Science Undergraduate 
Research Symposium.  Student 
collaborate with faculty to create 
oral presentations and poster 
presentations of scholarship 
from across the College on such 
topics as US/Iran relations, 
Charles Dickens, the Unification 
Church of Korea, hydrogen 
sensors, polymers and medicine, 
amphibians of the Amazon, 
pseudoscience, and much more. 
This was our most successful 
symposium to date with 90 
presentations that involved 
185 presenters, 55 mentors, 13 
departments, two UWSP Colleges, 
three other universities and five 
professional organizations.

L&S Under graduate 
Research Symposium

185 students, 55 mentors, 
13 departments and several 
institutions were involved.

2008-2009 Annual Report 9College of Letters & Science

Faculty and Student Research and Scholarship



In	the	Science,	Technology,	
Engineering,	and	Mathematics	(STEM)	
fields,	much	work	progressed.	Eric 
Singsaas, Biology, in collaboration 
with	Don Guay,	Paper	Science	(CNR),	
began	work	on	various	components	
of	the	biofuels	development	project,	
and	they	expanded	this	by	further	
pursuit	of	support	from	such	federal	
agencies	as	the	Department	of	Defense.	
Keith Rice,	Geography	&	Geology,	has	
now	operationalized	the	Geographic	
Information	Systems	Training	and	
Research	Center	with	the	hiring	
of	three	staff	and	the	production	
of	initial	projects,	as	supported	by	
the	U.S.	Department	of	Agriculture.		
Michael Zach,	Chemistry,	continued	
nanotechnology	development	and	
education	with	additional	support	from	

the	University	of	Wisconsin	System	and	
the	U.S.	Department	of	Energy,	and	
in	partnership	with	Argonne	National	
Laboratories.		Christopher Hartleb, 
Biology,	extended	the	activities	of	the	
Northern	Aquaculture	Demonstration	
Facility	(NADF)	at	the	Red	Cliff	Band	
Chippewa	Reservation	in	cooperation	
with	the	Nation,	UW-Madison,	and	the	
University	of	Michigan.

Further	grant	awards	to	the	
humanities	and	social	sciences	
significantly	promoted	UWSP’s	
diversity	and	community	outreach	
initiatives.  Barbara Dixson,	English,	
again	conducted	her	Literature	
Circles	Diversity	Collaboration	among	
disadvantaged	Wisconsin	high	school	
students	in	rural	Adams	County	and	
inner-city	Milwaukee,	with	support	from	

Students from Milwaukee’s Vincent 
High School discuss African-American 
literature.

English Education majors lead 
high school students from Adams 
Friendship High School and 
Milwaukee’s Vincent High School 
in structured on-line literature 
discussion groups on African-
American writers. The UWSP 
students work in pairs, and each 
pair is assigned to a mixed group 
of twelve high school students; 
they prompt discussion, respond 
to student postings, and design 
project assignments for their own 
group. The on-line discussions 
culminate in a day-long series of 
workshops on UWSP’s campus for 
these high school students from 
very different backgrounds. Last 
year, twelve of the UWSP student-
teachers gave a successful 
presentation on the project at 
the convention of the Wisconsin 
Council of Teachers of English.

Award-Winning Online 
Literature Circles 
Diversity Project 
————————————
2008 Ann Lydecker 
Educational Diversity Award
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the	Wisconsin	Humanities	Council,	and	
with	statewide	recognition	as	a	recipient	
of	the	Ann	Lydecker	Educational	
Diversity	Award.		Elizabeth Wabindato, 
Political	Science,	continued	to	expand	
her	community	outreach	for	education	
accessibility	with	the	Ancestral	Nations	
of	Wisconsin,	using	support	from	the	
UW	System	Office	of	Academic	and	
Student Services.  Ray Reser,	interim	
director	of	the	Museum	of	Natural	
History,	helped	bring	Geri	Schrab’s	Rock 
Art; A Foundation for Healing	exhibit	
to	campus	through	support	from	the	

of	supervised	student	provision	of	
counseling	and	evaluation	to	the	
community,	with	support	from	the	UW	
System	Office	of	Academic	Affairs.

Wisconsin	Humanities	Council.		Debbie 
Palmer and Jeana Magyar-Moe, 
Psychology,	furthered	their	initiative	
for	service	learning	by	development	

From March 22-May 31, 2009, the 
University of Wisconsin- Stevens 
Point Museum of Natural History 
and the Learning Resource 
Center collaborated on an exhibit 
featuring the work of artist Geri 
Schrab. The exhibit, titled Rock 
Art: A Foundation for Healing, was 
a collection of varied perspectives 
of Great Lakes images. The exhibit 
was a collection of paintings 
by Geri Schrab, inspired by 
Wisconsin and Upper Great 
Lakes rock art.  Schrab was very 
honored to have the opportunity 
to show her body of work in the 
Museum of Natural History setting. 
“To have the paintings juxtaposed 
with the museum exhibits of flora 
and fauna of the natural world is 
incredibly effective,” she said.

Rock Art Exhibit

In the spring of 2009, the 
Departments of Biology and 
Philosophy collaborated to create 
a speaker series in honor of the 
200th anniversary of the birth of 
Charles Darwin. Five speakers 
were invited to present as part 
of the series and the lectures 
were open to faculty, students 
and members of the community. 
Presenters from the fields of 
Psychology, Religious Studies, 
Biology and Philosophy presented 
on such topics as “God after 
Darwin,” “Darwin and Intelligent 
Design,” and “Evolutionary 
Psychology.”

Darwin Speaker Series
One of five distinguished lecturers 
discusses the influence of Darwin.
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Development Success
Vision 2015

Our	development	efforts	and	success	are	consistent	with	Vision	2015.		A	donor	who	is	supportive	of	global	citizenship	has	
included	a	4-year	renewable	scholarship	in	Foreign	Languages	as	part	of	a	planned	gift.		We	are	improving	the	life	and	look	
of	our	campus	through	a	gift	from	local	resident	Ann	Buck.		Her	gift	will	support	a	renovation	effort,	two	scholarships	and	
pay	tribute	to	her	father	in	the	newly-named	William	C.	Hansen	Lobby	in	the	east	wing	of	the	Science	Building.		We	continue	
to partner	with	community	friends	and	business	leaders	to	improve	our	local	economy.		Pointe	Precision	and	Liberty	Mutual	
sponsored	new	student	scholarships	in	Computing	and	New	Media	Technologies	this	year.			

Additional L&S development
A	lead	gift	from	Karl	Garson	and	an	appeal	to	friends	and	alumni	created	a	permanent	endowment	for	the	Mary	Shumway	

Poetry	Scholarship	in	the	English	department.		The	Academy	of	Letters	&	Science	banquet	was	re-launched	after	a	successful	
appeal.	Also,	we	are	in	the	midst	of	our	college-wide	L&S	Enhancement	appeal	with	favorable,	early	results.		A	new	scholarship	
for	the	Center	of	Athletic	Scheduling	in	the	Mathematical	Sciences	department	debuted	in	2009.		And	a	new	Philosophy	
scholarship	in	memory	of	Thomas	Overholt	will	begin	in	2010.		This	will	be	the	first	student	scholarship	awarded	in	the	
Department	of	Philosophy.

Summary
Major	gift	support	for	universities	and	among	most	charitable	organizations	are	experiencing	donor	reluctance	since	the	

stock	market	drop	in	2008	and	the	housing	market	decline.		According	to	Reuters,	the	number	of	millionaires	fell	nationally	
by	27%	in	2008.		Despite	the	challenging	economy,	L&S	scholarship	and	program	accounts	with	the	UWSP	Foundation	grew	
slightly	in	academic	2008-09	when	the	Division	of	Business	and	Economics	(DBE)	transfer	to	the	College	of	Professional	Studies	
is	factored	out	of	the	overall	performance:

  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 June	30,	2008	 	 May	31,	2009
L&S	Endowment	and	program	accounts	 $2,596,919.49	 	 $2,337,014.97
Less	DBE	accounts	in	2008	 												 	 -$		306,341.14  $	 0						
Comparison	without	DBE	 	 	 $2,290,578.35	 	 $2,337,014.97

Endowment	investment	increases/decreases	are	calculated	on	a	rolling	three	
year	average	and	are	not	included	in	these	totals.		The	UWSP	Foundation	assets	
are	managed	by	the	UW	Foundation	in	Madison	and	their	investment	strategy	has	
consistently	outperformed	most	peer	institutions.		However,	endowment	investments	
will	no	doubt	feel	the	impact	of	the	market	downturn	in	2008	for	quite	some	time.

The L & S Forum was created 
to offer faculty in the College 
an opportunity to discuss 
and share their research with 
their colleagues, students and 
members of the community.  This 
research can be a scholarly book 
in progress or in review, a journal 
article in progress, a conference 
paper, or a research interest.  
Presentations consist of a talk 
followed by a question and answer 
period that allows for discussion. 
All faculty from the College may 
contribute, so topics range from 
English and Philosophy to the 
social sciences and physical 
sciences.  Presentations from 
the 2008-2009 series included: 
“The Physics of Frisbee”, “Of 
Codpieces and Peascods: 
Costume and Subversion in Early 
Modern England” and “China’s 
Peaceful Rise: A Comparative 
Study.”

L & S Forum
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Sociology
●	 Sociology	
●	 Sociology	(Adult	Life	&	Aging)
●	 Sociology	(Applied)	
●	 Social	Work

Graduate Programs
●	 Biology	
●	 English	
●	 History	

Interdisciplinary Programs
●	 American	Studies	
●	 International	Studies	
●	 Natural	Science	
●	 Peace	Studies	
●	 Social	Science
●	 Women’s	Studies

Outreach Programs and 
Facilities
●	 Alan	F.	Blocher	Planetarium	
●	 Center	for	Athletic	Scheduling	
●	 Center	for	the	Small	City	

Collaborative	Degree	Program	
●	 Community	Research	Center	
●	 Distance	Learning	(Arabic,	Chinese,	

Japanese,	Russian)	
●	 Geographic	Information	System	

Center 
●	 Herbarium	
●	 Literature	Circles	
●	 Museum	of	Natural	History	
●	 Northern	Aquaculture	

Demonstration	Facility
●	 UWSP	Observatory	
●	 Vivarium	
●	 Wisconsin	Association	for	Critical	

Thinking	
●	 Writers’	Workshop

Pre-Professional Studies
●	 Pre-Chiropractic	
●	 Pre-Dental	
●	 Pre-Education	
●	 Pre-Engineering	
●	 Pre-Law	
●	 Pre-Medical
●	 Pre-Mortuary	
●	 Pre-Optometry	
●	 Pre-Pharmacy
●	 Pre-Veterinary	
●	 Pre-Physician’s	Assistant

History
●	 History	(General)
●	 History	(Minority	and	Ethnic	

Studies)

Mathematical Sciences
●	 Mathematics	
●	 Mathematics	(Actuarial)
●	 Mathematics	Education

Philosophy
●	 Anthropology	
●	 Environmental	Ethics	
●	 Religious	Studies	
●	 Philosophy

Physics & Astronomy
●	 Physics	
●	 Physics	(Applied)
●	 Physics	(Education)	
●	 Astronomy

Political Science
●	 Political	Science
●	 Public	Administration	&	Policy	

Analysis

Psychology
●	 Psychology	
●	 Psychology	(Human	Services)

Biology
●	 Biology	
●	 Biochemistry	
●	 Ethnobotany

Chemistry
●	 Chemistry		
●	 Biochemistry	
●	 Chemistry,	ACS	Certified

Computing & New Media 
Technologies
●	 Computer	Information	Systems
●	 Web	and	Digital	Media	Development

Foreign Languages
●	 Foreign	Language	(Culture	Studies)
●	 Foreign	Language	
●	 French	
●	 German	
●	 Spanish
●	 English	as	a	Second	Language

English
●	 English	
●	 Business,	Science,	or	Creative	

Writing

Geography
●	 Geography	
●	 Geology	
●	 Geoscience

Professor Katie Miller works with Web and Digital Media Development 
students Matthew Zastrow (left) and O’Neal Wiley as they learn the 
ropes of their cameras while shooting autumn leaves on campus.

Photos throughout this publication are courtesy of UWSP 
faculty, staff and University Relations & Communications. 

Special thanks to Katie Carlson for coordinating this project 
and to Fritz Menzel for his design efforts.

College Curricula and Outreach
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