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Survey Background 

The Annual School Forest Survey is intended to collect information about the status of school forest activities 
throughout Wisconsin and provides a statewide update of the program. It also provides an opportunity to update the 
school forest database and offers feedback for future school forest initiatives.  The survey is a tool that provides an 
overall snapshot of the natural resource management, educational impact, community use, and financial aspects of 
individual school forests and their collective impact on Wisconsin‘s students and residents.  This report highlights a small 
portion of the results collected from the annual survey each year. Complete survey results are available upon request. 
 
Response Rate  

Originally, the school forest survey was a paper survey sent out to school forest educators. The survey is now fully 
electronic. The survey is sent via email, respondents submit their answers in an electronic survey format, and the results 
are tallied from there. The survey should only take respondents 15 minutes to complete.  In 2007, only 17% of the 
school forests completed the survey; in 2008 there was a 27% response rate; in 2009 thirty-five percent of the school 
forests responded to the survey; the 2010-2011 survey had a 33% response rate; and the 2011-2012 survey had a 38% 
response rate. The 2007-2009 surveys were sent in February and asked for the previous calendar year (January-
December) data. Many school forest coordinators stated that because of how the school year is set up, it is hard for 
them to calculate calendar year data compared to school year data. The 2010-2011 
and 2011-2012 surveys were sent at a different time of the year. The 2010-
2011 survey was the first school year survey sent in May with a completion 
date of the middle of June. While it was easier for the respondents to collect 
the data, the very busy end of the school year timeframe made it difficult to 
complete the survey. The 2011-2012 survey was also sent in May with a May 
31st completion date. In total, the 2011-2012 survey was distributed to 334 
contacts and a 38% response rate was received.  
 

School Forest Advisory Committee 

Advisory committees play an integral role in the success and sustained life of a 
district’s school forest program. A slight decrease in school forest committee 
participation can be seen. In 2007, 76% of the forests reported having a 
school forest committee, in 2008 seventy-seven percent had a committee. In 
both 2009 and 2010-2011, school forest committees were found in 68% of the 
schools. The 2011-2012 survey shows that committees were present in only 
61% of the school forests that responded.  
 

Community Use of the School Forest:  

Many forests are open to community members including: the general public, hunters, school clubs and athletic teams, 
the scouts, church youth groups, and local community organizations. In 2007, 
45% of the forests indicated a total of 4,916 people utilizing the school forest 
land. In the 2008 survey, it was reported that 4,835 people used the 59% of 
the forests that responded. The 2009 and 2010-2011 survey indicated over 
80% of the school forests were being utilized by more than 23,000 
community members. The 2011-2012 school year survey indicated a decrease 
in the number of community members using the school forest at 11,826 
people who used the forests last year, which is a 78% usage rate. 
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What further assistance is needed from LEAF? 

Throughout the five consecutive years of the school forest survey, five 
main areas are continually identified by school forest educators as ways 
LEAF can be of further assistance. Site visits were originally not requested 
in 2007, but over the years, there has been a continual request for LEAF 
staff to visit school forests throughout the state. School forest 
educators request professional development opportunities from LEAF 
so they and their fellow educators can better learn how to utilize the 
school forest and implement forestry education. Educators have 
requested networking between school forests so that ideas, questions, 
and curriculum can be shared. Schools are always looking for ideas and 
opportunities to fund their school forest programs and field trips for 
students to the forest.  Curriculum development requests continue to 
increase. Educators want site specific and subject specific lessons to utilize 
with their students at the school forest so they don’t have to search through a myriad of lesson plans.  

 

What is the average number of students from each grade level that visited school forests in WI?   

The following chart shows the average number of students who visited school forests each year of the survey. Data is 
arranged by grade level and shows an increase or decrease in the number of grade level students at the forest each year. 
A dramatic rise in the number of PreK-6th grade students can be observed since 2009. Overall attendance by high school 
students at the forest has remained consistently lower than Pre-kindergarten through Grade 8 attendance at the forest. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Forest Natural Resource Management 

The five consecutive surveys collected data on how many forests had natural resource management activities occur on 
the land and what type of management activity occurred each year. The chart below, on the left, shows the percent of 
school forests with management activities that occurred each year. The chart below, on the right, shows the type of 
management activities. The activities have been divided into categories and the chart features each activity and the 
percentage of school forests that had these 
types of activities occurring each year.  
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 School Forest Income 

The school forests surveys indicate that approximately 30% of the forests generate income, with the exception in 2008 
where 45% of the forests generated income. In 2007, school forests generated $81,315 while in 2008, over $100,000 
was generated for school forests. The 2009 and 2010-2011 surveys indicated that forests generated close to $200,000. 
Data collected in the 2011-2012 survey indicates that the forests generated over $214,000 in income. Income sources 
range from timber harvests to grants, donations, fundraisers, rental fees, and various other revenue streams. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Forest Expenses 

The school forest survey analyzes expenses 
for school forest education personnel, 
education materials, maintenance, facility 
construction (includes buildings, trials, 
signs, benches, etc.), and transportation. 
Education personnel comprise the bulk of 
school forest expenses. Districts reported 
spending a range of $0.00 to $105,000 on 
their school forest personnel, $0.00-
$15,000 on education materials, $0.00-
$25,000 on maintenance, $0.00-$60,000 on 
facility construction, and $0.00-$23,000 on 
transportation expenses. The 2011-2012 
survey indicates an increase in all expenses 
except in the realm of school forest 
maintenance. 
 
 
WEEB grant recipients 

The Wisconsin Environmental Education Board grants continue to 
be an important part of the school forest program. The past five 
surveys show that over 50% of the school forest respondents have 
received WEEB grants in the past that have helped fund 
environmental education for Wisconsin students at their school 
forests. These grants have allowed educators to develop school 
forest programs, allowed school forests to construct shelters and 
develop their facilities and trails, and provided the equipment 
necessary to carry-out lessons during student field trips at the 
school forest. 
 
 
Report Prepared by:  

Gretchen Marshall, LEAF Program (August 2012) 
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