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Introduction

Community

EnvironmentSustainability

Site Goals:
1. Take advantage of green infrastructure to improve the aesthetics of the area. 
2. Adding recreational opportunities for citizens and tourists to enjoy. 
3. Utilization of mixed-use to create a more self-sufficient area. 

Corridor Goals:
1. Improve road safety throughout the 8th Street corridor. 
2. Using the addition of green infrastructure to improve the hydrology of the area. 
3. Revitalize Greyfields to support local economy of Wisconsin Rapids.

The purpose of this report is to give ideas of how to reimagine the 8th Street Corridor in Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin. Our three man 
group was tasked with the most southern portion of the corridor. This section extends out to Nepco Lake to the intersection of Griffith 
Avenue and 8th Street. Currently the entrance to the city resides in between those two points. This is a critical section due to fact this is 
the first impression of Wisconsin Rapids when traveling north on 8th Street. Overall, we wanted to help give a great first impression of 
the city. The following are our specific goals we created. 



Site Analysis - 8th Street, 
Southern-most Section

This section of 8th Street encompasses the City of Wisconsin Rapids, Town 
of Grand Rapids, and Village of Port Edwards (see image to the right). 
Recently the City of Wisconsin Rapids has slowly annexed portions of land 
in this section that previously belonged to Grand Rapids. The Griffith 
Nursery, which is owned by the State of Wisconsin, is part of the area, as 
well. There is only one completely open field which located a lot north of 
the Tractor Supply store.  This lot has been discussed to become a future 
Woodtrust Bank. As mentioned before this is a main entrance to the city.



Study 1: Iowa Economic 
Development Authority Case Study

The Iowa Economic Development Authority (IEDA) is a leader in working with 
communities to implement and promote sustainable practices contributing to a higher 
quality of life. A large part of those sustainable practices revolves around green 
development, managing water quality, and the aesthetic improvement it brings to an 
area. Landscaping plans are among the mandatory criteria. For example, adding trees 
and other planting that provide shading for at least 50% of sidewalks and driveways 
within 50 feet of a building. Another example is involving permeable pavement with a 
low Solar reflectance index (SRI) to reduce heat-island effect and decreases runoff. IEDA 
has set the minimum SRI to .3 and 50% of the site’s hardscape area must be permeable. 



Study 2: Albert Lea, Minnesota 
Case Study

Albert Lea, in southern Minnesota, is city that is about 18,000 people. The city decided to put 
their main corridor on a diet. South Broadway stayed at 64 feet for width. The travel lanes shrunk 
from 2 lanes on each side to one lane on each side of the road. On both sides of the street, a 6 
foot wide bike lane was added. Nine foot wide street parking were added on both sides of the 
street. The extra road width became a center turn lane for both flows of traffic. The aftermath of 
this drastic difference includes a 40 percent increase in biking and walking and traffic collisions 
decreased, according to Minnesota DOT. Property Values increased by 25 percent after the read 
diet. Pedestrian traffic on the street doubled between 2013 and 2018.  Lastly, accidents have 
reduced more research has to be done for actual statistics, as of December 2019.

Before Construction After Construction



Study 3: Hamilton, Ohio Case 
Study

Hamilton, Ohio recently opened a mixed-use development in its’ downtown corridor. The apartment, called 
Marcum; features 103 apartment units and 10,000 square feet of commercial space on the first floor. Both 
commercial amenities that went into the building were restaurants. Months before the opening fifty-five 
percent of the apartment was preleased drawing in professional types of people. The apartments added 
around 150 to 200 new residents to the revitalized downtown. Rents ranged from $910 for a one bedroom to 
$1,530 for a three bedroom. In the months prior to the opening small businesses around the area saw an 
increase in sales, foot traffic, and visitors.



Site Bubble Diagrams

1.5 Acre Site 3.0 Acre Site

This lot is located to the north of the Tractor Supply 
building at Griffith Avenue and 8th Street.

This lot is located to the south of Lakewood Lane and 
along 8th Street. It currently resides numerous sheds.



Sustainability Principles

• Reduce Carbon Emissions

• Green Infrastructure

• Locally Produced Foods

• Green Modes of Transportation

• Stormwater Management

• Sustainable Design

• Refine Community

Below is the sustainability principles we want to had to our two different sites that we are redeveloping:



1.5 Acre Site - Bike Rental 
Commons 

The table to the left 
includes amount of 

acres by use on the site 
including paths, garage, 

etc. 

The graph to the 
right includes 

percentages of 
non-open spaces, 
non-permeable 

surfaces, and open 
space. 



3.0 Acre Site - Mixed Use Co-op

The table to the left 
includes amount of 
acres by use on the 
site including paths, 
co-op building, etc. 

The graph to the right 
includes percentages 
of non-open spaces, 

non-permeable 
surfaces, and open 

space. 



Site Features
Bike Rental Commons
This 1.5 acre site includes a number of special features. 
One being the bike rental kiosk that anyone can rent a 
bike for a few hours or all day. There is a garage where 
bikes can be stored if in need of repair. A shelter where 
people can gather or grill out. There is a bridge that is 
featured to go over a man-made stream that connects 
two small retention ponds. Lastly, there is community 
garden that can be used for people to congregate. Rain 
barrels contain stormwater on this site.  

Mixed Use Co-op 
This 3.0 acre site includes many special features as well. For this 
site, the parking lot will be permeable pavement allowing 
stormwater to drain. The mixed-use complex will have cisterns to 
capture stormwater. The site incorporates a vast amount of green 
space. Trees will be planted on the west side of the lot to help 
make a smooth transition from Nepco Lake County Park into the 
city of Wisconsin Rapids. A large community garden will be placed 
behind the complex. The Co-op will be able to use the fresh herbs, 
vegetables, and other produce from the garden. Lastly, the 
apartments above the Co-op will be three to four stories high with 
about 5 to 6 units per floor.



Current Conditions
• In the near future, the bike rental commons lot will be a Woodtrust 

Bank, like in the picture to the right. The sustainability principles and 
ideas for that lot could be placed somewhere along the 8th street 
corridor, or anywhere else in the city. These ideas could possibly bring 
in younger generations, or even keep young professionals in the area. 

• The Mixed Use Co-op site is currently used for the selling of storage 
buildings or sheds. The picture below is from Street-View on Google 
Maps. The site could prove to be a great spot for the community to 
come together. The apartment building could thrive due to the 
location being close to Nepco Lake, Wal-Mart, and being along 8th

Street. 



Conclusion
The ideas in this report are strictly just ideas currently. Community members or Wisconsin Rapids officials can take or make any changes 
to these purposed ideas. The reason behind the work is to try to make Wisconsin Rapids a place where population will grow instead of 
the current plateau the city is facing. These ideas are not guarantee to bring in community members, especially younger demographics. 
More research should be made before any proposals are made, or brought to the city. These ideas are meant to give hope for a 
continued bright future to the City of Wisconsin Rapids.  
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