






Protecting Private Land:  

Conservation Agreements, 
Land Acquisition with 

willing Private Landowners



How best to 
advance our 
Conservation 

Vision
Targeted

Community Partnership

Climate Resiliency 

Conservation Complexes  

Recreation 

Prioritizing Land Donation

Access Land Owner Readiness

Apply both science and local knowledge 



When developing 
a protection effort 

it helps to be:

Targeted, 
Proactive & with a 

clear message
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Northern MN Water Alliance
growing an alliance of like-minded organizations and individuals in order to maximize our 
voice around water issues in Northern MN

Current groups spearheading –
Supporting the development

✓ Leech Lake Area Watershed  
Foundation

✓ MNCOLA
✓ MN350.0rg
✓ Pine River Alliance
✓ Friends of the Headwaters
✓ Honor the Earth

Developing a platform of 
issue  like:

▪ AIS
▪ Water Quality ~ wild 

rice standards
▪ Energy Corridors 

(Sandpiper / Line 3 
▪ Nitrates – Agriculture 
▪ Conservation - Habitat



Identifying the best parcels to protect water quality

Examples of Criteria

▪ Size of Parcel
▪ Sensitive Shoreland 
▪ Adjacent to Protected 

Land
▪ Forest 
▪ Wetland 

Clean Water Critical Habitat 
Protection Program 

$ $9,382,000 Million in Support         
2014 - 2017





Prioritization Process – Climate Resiliency 



Landmark FY 2018-2019 Projects Landmark Pending Projects FY 2019-2020



Examples of Lake Protections Projects

Grindstone Cranberry BogLove Lake 

Long Lake 
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DISCLAIMER: This map is not guaranteed to be
accurate, correct, current, or complete and

conclusions drawn are the responsibility of the
user.



We are 
working to 
protect the 

future


