
• Our objective is to sample, study and 
educate the public about the emerging 
threat of personal care products and 
pharmaceuticals and how it impacts 
public health and aquatic life

• Hosts three one-day, community 
science based sampling events per year 
in the Milwaukee, Root River and Fox 
River Basins

• clearmke.com



EMERGING CONTAMINANTS

• Umbrella term for any chemical found in 
our waterways that wastewater 
treatment facilities do no yet monitor or 
treat for

• These contaminants and their impacts 
are not yet full understood, most are not 
yet regulated

• How do these chemicals get into our 
water?
• Treated Wastewater
• Failing Pipes
• Stormwater Runoff



LAB ANALYSIS

VOLUNTEER RESGISTRATION EQUIPMENT PICK UP

SAMPLE COLLECTION



RESU LTS  &  O U TREACH

Herbicide: Atrazine

• Collected samples are analyzed 
for a laundry list of 65+ 
chemicals including prescription 
drugs, personal care products, 
pesticides and recreational drugs

• Following analysis results are 
uploaded to a data dashboard

• 2020 curriculum was developed 
to bring into classrooms 

• CLEAR shares resources and 
tables to raise awareness

Caffeine, a recreation drug, is the most 
common emerging contaminant found 

in waterways around the world



K AT I E  R A D E M A C H E R
WAT E R  Q UA L I T Y  M A N A G E R
M I LWAU K E E  R I V E R K E E P E R

K AT I E @ M I LWAU K E E R I V E R K E E P E R . O R G

LESSEN YOUR IMPACT

• Minimize or eliminate pesticide use

• Purchase products with more natural ingredients

• Properly dispose of leftover medications using 
medication take backs 


