
Burnett County 
Decontamination Ordinance

Burnett County Land Services Department – Conservation Division



History
• Original “Do not transport” ordinance was adopted in (2008)

• Essentially mimics the state AIS law.

• “…no person may operate a vehicle or transport any boat, boat trailer, personal watercraft and its 
associated trailer, canoe, kayak, or boating equipment, fishing equipment, hunting and/or 
trapping equipment… (other equipment)… from navigable waters onto a public highway if  
aquatic plants, terrestrial plants, or aquatic animals are attached. All plants and aquatic animals 
shall be removed prior to entry onto a public highway or launching a boat or placing equipment or 
trailers into navigable water.”



History
Zebra Mussels were identified in Big McKenzie Lake in 
(2016), and Middle McKenzie Lake in (2017)

• This caused intense public concern that the spread needs to be 
halted.

• This discovery of  zebra mussels in the only occurrence in the 
Northwest portion of  Wisconsin, and so far is isolated.

• These lakes are shared between Burnett and Washburn Counties 
causing a unique situation.

• A push to amend the original “do not transport” 
ordinance to include decontamination procedures began.



Organizations
• BCLRA – Burnett County Lakes and Rivers Association

• Recommended an amendment to the Burnett County Natural Resources Committee 
concerning the “do not transport” ordinance.

• From here, the ordinance amendments went to County Board where they were approved 
unanimously.

• WCLRA – Washburn County Lakes and Rivers Association

• Similar actions to BCLRA, but in Washburn County.



What was amended the first time?
• Changes to the original “do not transport” were made in January, 2018 including:

• “If  a decontamination station is available for use at a public or private access, the boater shall decontaminate per 
posted directions using the decontamination station provided.”

• Any person who violates a provision of  this article shall be subject to a forfeiture 
plus court costs as follows:

• “For the first offense, a forfeiture not to exceed $25.00, plus costs.”

• “For the second offense, a forfeiture of  not less than $25.00 nor more than $100.00, plus costs.”

• “For the third and subsequent offenses, a forfeiture of  not less than $100.00 nor more than $250.00, plus costs.”



Where can you read the ordinance?
• Burnett County Website

• Municode

• Chapter 18 (Environment), Article 5 (Aquatic Plant and Invasive Animals)

• Link: 



Rapid Response Grant
• Burnett and Washburn Counties worked together to obtain a WDNR Rapid Response Grant

• Centered around the discoveries of  Zebra Mussels in the McKenzie Lakes

• Burnett County was the administrator of  the grant

• What was the grant used for?
• Purchasing decontamination stations and their associated materials

• Purchasing zebra mussel tow nets

• Purchasing zebra mussel plate samplers

• Purchasing outreach materials

• Current funds will end in 2020 (summer/fall)



Notice the 
bucket!
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Most of  the decontamination 
stations are centered around 
the McKenzie Lakes





How is non-compliance reported?
• UW-Extension AIS Violation Report Form is used

• Form has been used by many CBCW inspectors before (familiar)

• Accessible online from CBCW page

• Has all the information necessary when filled completely

• Violations are forwarded to Burnett County’s Conservation 
Division

• If  the violation is strictly a decontamination violation, it is forwarded to the 
Sheriff ’s Department

• If  the violation is a “do not transport” – Burnett County can enforce but 
usually forwards these on to WDNR Wardens





How is non-compliance reported?
• Forms of  Violations

• UW-Extension Violation Forms

• ILIDS camera submissions

• Personal photos

• Law enforcement may need an incident report from the inspector.

• Whatever is submitted needs to be credible enough to uphold in court if  the 
violation were to be challenged.



Enforcement
• The Burnett County Sheriffs Department is directly responsible for 

enforcing the Decontamination Ordinance.

• Recreation Officer is the primary contact.

• No fines have been issued at this time. 

• “First offenses” are given a verbal and written warning (letter), and the violators information is 
kept on file.

• Discretion for fines is reserved for law enforcement. 





Summer 2019
• This was the first summer where decontamination violations became prevalent.

• There was yet to be a defined system for handling these violations.

• The new AIS Coordinator had to take input from Sheriffs Department, WDNR, and Citizens 
on how to make a reporting process simpler and more effective.
• Violation Reporting through UW-Extension Form

• Violation Warning and Fine Letters

• Record keeping to track violations – repeat offenders

• FAQ sheets in cooperation with Washburn County



Summer 2019
• Bass Tournaments

• There were several bass tournaments where participants refused to decontaminate

• The tournaments were all under the 20 boat requirement – where permitting is needed through the WDNR

• There were concerns that the provided bleach solution would harm the participants finish on their boat

• Boat manufacturers were contacted to provide statements that the provided solution is safe (See FAQ sheet)

• All violators were contacted by the Burnett County Sheriff ’s Department

• Bass club organizer was contacted as well

• Sheriffs Department has had a presence at boat landings, and talked to boaters regarding the ordinance



Decontamination FAQ
• Landing poster – created by Lisa Burns and Tom Boisvert, Burnett County AIS Coordinator

• To be posted on decontamination stations

• More of  the common questions

• Allows the public to read some information while decontaminating

• In Depth Document – created by Lisa Burns, Washburn County AIS Coordinator
• Can be handed out at meetings

• Have on-hand in offices

• Inspectors have them on hand 

• You may request these documents using the contact information on the last slide.







Another Ordinance Revision (Jan. 2020)
• Increased forfeiture amounts

• Any person who violates a provision of  this article shall be subject to a forfeiture 
plus court costs as follows:

• “For the first offense, a forfeiture of  not less than $125.00, nor more than $225, plus costs.”

• “For the second offense, a forfeiture of  not less than $250.00 nor more than $350.00, plus costs.”

• “For the third and subsequent offenses, a forfeiture of  not less than $350.00 nor more than $450.00, plus costs.”

• Ordinance language (minor)

• Once again passed unanimously by County Board



Summer 2020
• Stronger Enforcement

• Now that a protocol has been established with the Sheriff ’s Department, enforcement will go much 
smoother.

• All inspectors at the landings will have the same reporting forms, and FAQ sheets.

• FAQ posters will be posted on the decontamination stations.

• New Stations
• 3 new stations for Yellow Lake

• 1 new stations for Nicaboyne Lake

• This brings the total to 25 stations in Burnett County alone.



2020 CBCW Workshops
• These workshops will include:

• What is expected of  water users where there are decontamination materials available

• How to correctly introduce decontamination procedures to water users

• Review of  all the forms previously discussed

• Regular CBCW material

• These workshops have been postponed due to the COVID-19 Pandemic



Questions? Comments?
Thomas Boisvert
Burnett County AIS Coordinator

715-349-2109 EXT 2613

Dave Ferris
Burnett County Conservationist

715-349-2109 EXT 2615

Lisa Burns
Washburn County AIS Coordinator

715-468-4654


