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[YOU OR YOUR LAKE ORGANIZATION] joined over 450 lake enthusiasts 

at the 34th annual Wisconsin Lakes Partnership Convention

For several decades, the Wisconsin Lakes Partnership Convention has provided an exceptional opportunity for people to come together and network with others on joint lake and water interests. This year, over 450 attendees united to celebrate and protect Wisconsin’s legacy of lakes. [YOUR NAME] represented [YOUR ORGANIZATION] at this year’s convention in Green Bay, and [HE/SHE] found the success stories, challenges, and solutions presented to be beneficial and relevant to [HIS/HER] local lake. [tell others how they can make a difference for future generations]
The convention theme, “Partnering for Lakes,” focused on how we can continue to work together to protect nature, control pollution, advocate for clean water, and enhance wildlife conservation on our state waters. Who was there? Attendees included lakefront property owners, farmers, swimmers, scientists, builders, business owners, anglers, realtors, lake groups, government officials, boaters, foresters, and teachers – taken together these lake citizens are the Wisconsin Lakes Partnership. Everyone learned how they can make a difference by doing their part to help lakes.
Continuing with tradition, the convention offered interactive workshops, full-group (plenary) sessions, a poster session, over 35 concurrent sessions, and several opportunities to create new partnerships and bolster seasoned ones [YOU CAN INCLUDE ONE OR TWO TALKS THAT YOU ATTENDED, WHAT YOU LEARNED FROM THEM, OR WHY YOU LIKED THEM].

The convention had a number of keynote speakers sharing their viewpoints and ideas on lake matters and partnership development. The first full-group session showcased aquatic ecologist, former Minnesota legislator, and author of For Love of Lakes, Darby Nelson. Dr. Nelson weaved a tale about his love for lakes and how we can all make a difference in managing them. He was joined in the session by long time Wisconsin lake champion Lisa Conley and former Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources secretary George Meyer. Each speaker shared their perspectives on creating partnerships for lake work and provided tips on constructing grassroots coalitions of lake enthusiasts for advocacy issues, policy development, and education programs.

The second full-group session highlighted the thoughts of keynote speaker John McKnight, a professor from Northwestern University and a nationally recognized community consultant. Attendees heard that by celebrating, connecting, and building on valuable talents and abilities from within their lake community, they are forming a sound foundation for asset-based community development [SHARE IDEAS YOU PICKED UP FROM THESE SPEAKERS OR RELAY A CHALLENGE OFFERED BY THEM THAT IS APPLICABLE TO YOUR LAKE]. 
Another valuable presenter featured at the convention was the White House Council on Environmental Quality’s Asian Carp Director John Goss. Mr. Goss provided an update on federal efforts to prevent Asian carp from becoming established within the Great Lakes and he presented details on a recently released Asian carp control strategy.
· MORE  -

Lake professionals and enthusiasts from around North America listened intently during the many concurrent sessions ranging from native plants and animals to county-level land and water resource activities to advocating for Wisconsin’s lakes. Researchers, lake managers, citizen volunteers, and agency personnel shared ideas and approaches for enhancing lake water quality and bolstering wildlife habitat.. [SHARE EXAMPLES OF THINGS YOU LEARNED THAT MAY BE APPLICABLE TO YOUR LAKE] 

In addition to these concurrent sessions, a collection of workshops offered hands-on training and discussion on many important lake topics, including aquatic invasive species prevention and control, lake planning and assessment, shoreline erosion control, aquatic plant management research and practice, citizen volunteer monitoring, lake district commissioner training, interpreting and using lake data via the web, and educating for lake stewardship. [TELL OF YOUR WORKSHOP EXPERIENCES WHILE AT CONVENTION]
This year’s convention included another poster session as well, providing a chance for citizens, lake management staff, service providers, and scientists to share their results and success stories on assorted lake undertakings. In an interactive setting, attendees asked pointed questions and received detailed information about what worked for these projects and what lessons were learned. Participants gained contacts and examples for achieving positive results on their own lake projects and broadened their network of lake resources to rely on into the future. In addition to the various sessions, lake-related businesses and non-profit organizations offered displays on lake management services and water interests. 
On Wednesday, April 11th, leaders from the Wisconsin Lakes Partnership presented the 2012 Wisconsin Lake Stewardship Awards to individuals, groups, public servants, and youth organizations doing outstanding work for Wisconsin’s lakes [IF SOMEONE FROM YOUR LAKE COMMUNITY WAS AWARDED, MENTION THEM HERE]. These awards mark the pinnacle of lake happenings in the state.
People from over 60 Wisconsin counties, 7 other US states and one Canadian province participated in this year’s Wisconsin Lakes Partnership Convention. The Wisconsin Lakes Partnership, a nationally recognized and successful collaboration of Wisconsin Lakes, UW-Extension Lakes and the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources hosts the lakes convention each year. For more information on the Wisconsin Lakes Partnership Convention, contact UW-Extension Lakes at (715)-346-2116 and visit http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/uwexlakes/conventions.
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