
Environmental Standards: 
Protecting the Public’s Interest



Wisconsin’s Water

Public Trust Doctrine

The state has the responsibility to 
protect navigable waters for 
everyone’s use and enjoyment

• State Constitution
• Statutes and Codes adopted by the 

State Legislature
• Supreme Court and Lower Court 

Decisions



Wisconsin’s Water

The public interest in navigable 
waters includes:

• Fish & wildlife habitat

• Water quality

• Recreation

• Natural scenic beauty

• Navigation

• Fishing & hunting, etc.



Changes at the Water’s Edge

• Thousands each year

• Changes are Permanent

• Consequences Accumulate

• Impacts Can Be Minimized!



“An owner of land has no absolute… right 
to change the essential
natural character of his land  so as to use it 
for a purpose for which it was unsuited in 
its natural state….” Just v. Marinette, (1972)

Changes at the Water’s Edge



Which Activities?

HABITAT

CULVERTS & BRIDGES

MISC. 
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GRADING

DREDGING

EROSION CONTROL



3-Tier Permit System

Exemptions

General Permits

Individual Permits
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Exemptions

No Permit Required! ~ No Notice Required!

What You Need to Know
• Standards DO apply!

Exception to the Exemption
• Public Rights Features 
• Priority Navigable Waterways
• Areas of Special Natural Resource Interest 



3-Tier Permit System

Exemptions

General Permits

Individual Permits
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General Permits

Minimum 31 days notice before you start!

What You Need to Know
• Standards DO apply!
• Project info required to determine 

eligibility 

• Answer in 30 days or less 

DNR has 30 days to request missing info





3-Tier Permit System

Exemptions

General Permits

Individual Permits



Individual Permits

Required when:
No exemption or general permit applies
Applicant request 

Process:
Public Notice
30-day public comment period
Opportunity for informational hearing
Answer in 30 days or less (from end of 

public participation)
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dnr.wi.gov/waterways/



Lakeshore Stabilization

Type of structure needed based on erosive 
energy 

•Wind-driven waves are the predominant 
factor in determining the severity of erosion

•Longest fetch

•The average depth along the fetch

•Storm wind speed



Lakeshore Stabilization

Permit Standards

• Native vegetation must be seeded above 
the ordinary high water mark

• Vegetation Plan: Types of plants and 
density

• Invasive Species



Construction in Waterways

Human modifications to the 
environment undeniably 
exacerbate invasion 
susceptibility Harper 1965

Pickett and White 1985
Mack 1989
Hobbs 1991
Perrins et al. 1992
Hobbs and Huenneke 1992
OTA 1993
Williamson 1996
Duggin and Gentle 1998
Smith et al. 1999
DiTomaso 2000
Davis et al. 2000
Grime 2001
National Research Council 2002
Mack 2003
Leis et al. 2005

More Disturbance 

= More Invasives



EURASIAN 

WATERMILFOIL

HETEROSPORIS

PHRAGMITES

VHS VIRUS
HYDRILLA

REED CANARY GRASS

PURPLE 

LOOSESTRIFE

RUSTY CRAYFISH

WATERFLEAS

QUAGGA

ZEBRA MUSSEL





Be Part of the Solution

“…shall decontaminate all equipment 
used for the project for invasive 
species and viruses”



Questions??

Martye Griffin
Statewide Waterway Science & Policy Leader

MartinP.Griffin@wi.gov


