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A statewide, non-profit organization 

dedicated to the protection, restoration

and enjoyment of wetlands and associated 

ecosystems through science-based 

programs, education and advocacy. 
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75% of Wisconsin’s wildlife 

species use wetlands during 

some stage of their lifecycle
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Wetlands remove pollution, trap sediments, 

remove nutrients and break down toxins, 

helping to maintain clean and healthy 

waters for streams, rivers and lakes.



Ecotourism is the largest growing sector of 

our nation’s tourism and

tourism generates more than $11 billion 

annually in Wisconsin.



“Shorelands” “Lake fringes”

“Shallows” “Sloughs”

“Floodplain forests”

We need to develop commonly used messages 

that make the connection between lakes, rivers, 

streams and wetlands for the good of 

all of these interconnected water resources.



Negative historical perceptions persist today:

• Wetlands are wastelands

• Wetlands breed disease and pestilence

• Wetlands are obstacles to progress

Language perpetuates negative perceptions:

• “Swamped”

• “Bogged down”

• “Stuck in mire”

“Wetlands are 
Wastelands”



• More than half of Wisconsin’s original 

10 million acres have been lost

• Many of remaining wetlands are 

threatened or degraded

→ Invasive species

→ Altered hydrology

→ Fragmented landscapes

Wetlands were not only 
undervalued, 

they were actively destroyed
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Wetlands are not just this…
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What makes wetlands 
wonderful and valuable…

• Diversity of wetland types

• Transitional nature of wetlands – connecting 

uplands with surface waters

• Dynamic nature of wetlands – changing with the 

seasons and from year to year

… makes wetlands difficult to protect.



Wetland Controversy

Because wetlands are 

not well understood or valued, 

they are often typecast as 

obstacles to progress

in public dialogue



Project Purpose

Casting change: from “obstacles” to “treasures”

• Raise profile of and elevate public interest in 

wetlands

• Increase public awareness of wetland values

• Motivate citizens to explore and enjoy wetlands

• Generate community pride in local wetland 

treasures

• Catalyze community involvement in stewardship 

and protection of local wetland treasures



Wetland Gems Are…

• Natural treasures 

• Representatives of the state’s

wetland diversity

• Important for biodiversity

• Ecological service providers

• Destinations for recreation/outdoor education

Mink River Estuary, Door County.  Clint Farlinger.

Wetland Gems collectively represent 

Wisconsin’s wetland heritage.















www.wisconsinwetlands.org/gems.htm



• Landowners, state decision makers

• Local partners & outlets (service centers, nature 

centers, visitor centers)

* Let us know if you have an outlet at which you’d 

like to distribute Wetland Gems materials!

• Local Lake Associations (e.g. Kangaroo Lake Association)

• Media work to new audiences

• Wetland Gems book

Foundation for future WWA programs

Uses of Gems List & 
Outreach Products



Wetland Gems… 
the future!

• 2010 Field Trip Series to Wetland Gems.

• Assisting landowners, “Friends” groups 

and other partners to continue to use the 

Wetland Gems designation to:

• attract additional funding

• attract more community support

• aid protection and restoration efforts
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