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It’s Thanksgiving week, and a good time to reflect on the many 
reasons I’m thankful. 

I’m grateful for this community. Anyone who doubts the generosity 
and sincerity of those who live and work here need look no further 
than United Way of Portage County, which ranks No. 1 in Wisconsin 
for per capita giving. This community steps up when others are in 
need. 

I’m grateful for the exceptional work ethic of faculty and staff members at UW-Stevens Point. They serve 
tirelessly, not for high salaries, but because they believe in what we’re doing: providing top quality, 
accessible education at an affordable cost and helping students succeed. 

I’m grateful for community leaders, notably the mayor and Common Council, who earlier this week 
passed a resolution supporting diversity and inclusion. They condemned hate, bigotry and intimidation, 
which threaten Stevens Point’s economic and educational vitality and run contrary to its values. We’re 
grateful community leaders stand in support of the diversity that enriches all of our lives and our 
community. 

I’m grateful for the University of Wisconsin System and its world-class reputation and commitment to 
educating more than 180,000 students each year. It prepares future leaders to solve tomorrow’s 
challenges and help drive a global economy. 

I’m grateful our students are willing to work hard for a better future, knowing a college degree is one of 
the best investments they can make. Nearly half at UW-Stevens Point are the first in their families to go 
to college, and some of them work three jobs to pay for it. Their thoughtfulness, level of maturity and 
willingness to be part of a solution inspire me. 

I’m grateful for the generosity of our students, faculty and staff, who volunteer at scores of nonprofit 
agencies in the area, donate thousands of hours or raise thousands of dollars for good causes, 
strengthening the fabric of our community. 

I’m grateful for the energy that exudes from even casual conversation around campus with students and 
staff members. They’re quick to share something they’re working on or excited about. This enthusiasm 
and ingenuity, their willingness to be part of a solution, lifts my spirit and makes my heart smile. 

I’m grateful to be among thousands of veterans who served our country and defended America’s 
freedoms, including free speech. What an honor to join retired, reserve and active duty service men and 
women at our Veterans Day ceremony Nov. 11. 



I’m grateful most people on campus and in the community engage in dialogue that is civil and respectful. 
For more on civil discourse, join faculty from the College of Letters and Science at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 
29, at UW-Stevens Point’s Noel Fine Arts Center. They will discuss a history of incivility in presidential 
politics and cultivating skills to have fruitful conversations with those with whom you disagree. 

Finally, I’m grateful for my granddaughter, McKenzie Lee, because she, like your children and 
grandchildren, represent the future of this great country and will shape it long after we’ve had our turn. 

Happy Thanksgiving to an exceptional community and university. 

Bernie Patterson is the chancellor of the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point.  
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