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Here are some test taking tips to  
consider as finals approach. 

True / False Exams 
 

* * *Pay at t en t ion to absolu te w o r ds such 
as always, never, everyone, and  no one.  
Answers are rarely black and whi te so i f 
you see an absolu te w o r d, the i te m will 
p robably no t be correc t. 
 

* * *Study the sen tence leng th.   
Reme m ber tha t fo r a sen tence to be t rue, 
all par ts of  i t must be t rue. 
 

* * *Consider guessing on the questions 
you can’ t answer un less there is a penal ty  
f o r guessing.  

Multiple Choice Exams 
 

* * *Use the process o f eliminat ion.  Test 
w r i te rs kno w tha t you’re looking fo r the 
cor rec t answers, so they include a lo t o f 
answers tha t look co r rec t bu t  are in fac t  
w r ong.  Rat her than looking fo r  the righ t 
answer, star t by looking fo r and  
eliminat ing the wrong answers. 
 

* * *Look fo r the words no t, excep t, and 
best.  These questions can be t r icky  
because i f you overlook these w o r ds, your 
answer will be opposi te o f what ’s  
in tended. 

Essay Exams 
 

* * *Analyze the quest ion.  Before you do 
any thing else, make sure you understand 
exactly what’s being asked o f you. 
 

* * *Use your t i me well.  There’s no rule  
saying that you have to wri te the essays in 
o rder, so star t wi t h t he essay you wan t. 
 

* * *Keep wri t ing.  I f you ge t stuck, skip 
some space and go on to the nex t  
paragraph or poin t. 
 

* * *Proo f read, edi t, and revise your essays 
be fo re tu rning the m  in. 

These tips were taken from the book Test-Taking Strategies & Study Skills for the Utterly 
Confused by Laurie Rozakis, Ph.D. ©2003 

General Tips 
 

* * *Too much caf feine can lead to  
f o rge t fulness so drinking too m uch while  
studying is coun terp roduc t ive. 
 

* * *Never skip classes near exam ti me.  You 
may miss a review session and o ther  
crucial in fo r ma t ion. 
 

* * *Study groups are most e f f ec t ive when 
t hey’re small, no more than 3-5 studen ts. 
 

* * *A minor case o f nerves can actually 
help you do well on exams because they 
keep you aler t and focused. 

The UWMC Library has Expanded Hours for Finals! 
 

     May 13 & May 14—7:45am-9:00pm  May 17—3:00pm-9:00pm 
     May 15—7:45am-4:00pm    May 18 & May 19—7:45am-9:00pm 
     May 16—10:00am-3:00pm    May 20—7:45am-4:00pm 


