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Education
Ph.D. in English at The University at Albany (SUNY) August 2005 – doctoral exams 

passed “with distinction”
M.A. Women’s Studies, The University at Albany (SUNY), 2002

M.F.A. Creative Writing - Poetry, Western Michigan University, 1991

M.A. in English Language and Literature, Romantics, The University of Virginia, 1986

B.A. in English, Minor in Environmental Issues, Cook College, Rutgers University, 1984

Experience
  Positions
Assistant Professor, Department of English, University of Wisconsin – Stevens Point 


Fall 2008- present

Instructor, Tenure-track, non-ranked, Department of English, College of Eastern Utah,          Fall 2007 – Spring 2008
Teaching Assistant. University at Albany (SUNY)  Department of English,                   Fall 1999 – Summer 2003

Instructor. The Writers' Place (TWP), Madison, WI [a local writers organization] 1989 - 1997

Instructor. Beloit, WI.  Department of English. August 1995 - December 1996

Instructor. Edgewood College, Madison, WI.  August 1992 - May 1993 


Instructor. Madison Area Technical College (MATC), Madison, WI. Fall 1992                 
Teaching Associate. Western Michigan University, Department of English. Kalamazoo, MI.    August 1989 - April 1991

Related Experience

   Graduate Assistant.  NY State Writers Institute, University at Albany (SUNY).  
September 2002 - May 2004. Wrote articles on visiting authors for Writers Online. Videotaped interviews and readings. Transported visiting authors during their stay and took care of them.  Learned how to run a reading series. William Kennedy, Exe. Director; Donald Faulkner, Director
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Related Experience, continued

President. Board of Directors, The Writers Place (TWP). Oversaw TWP's transition to a membership-driven structure. Led board in designating issues and tasks of importance, wrote grants (one of which brought in $6,200), and tracked fiscal concerns. Worked with numerous volunteers and one employee. Board Member: January 1992 - August 1993. President: November 1992 - August 1993

   Associate Administrative Assistant. (Academic Staff) Facilitate the operation of the Environmental Toxicology Center, University of Wisconsin-Madison, monitored budgets and processed fiscal items; prepared federal reports connected with the center's NIEHS Pre and Postdoctoral and Minority Summer Training Grants and reports on new trainees and terminations. January 1, 1998 - October 1999

   Associate Editor. University of Wisconsin, Department of Family Medicine.  Edited research essays and grant proposals for Dr. Michael Fleming, Director of the Center for Alcohol Research and Education (CARE).  March 1996 - August 1996

   Editor. Magna Publications, Inc., Madison, WI. Editor and writer of Administrator, a newsletter for decision-makers in higher education, copy editor for Perspective, The Campus Legal Monthly, and Recruitment and Retention. Responsible for keeping current on issues in higher education. Wrote copy, edited, copy edited, and performed desktop publishing. June 1, 1993 - February 3, 1995

   Copy Editor. Women in Higher Education, Madison, WI. October 1994 - December 1995

   Tutor. Regent's College. [Now “Excelsior College.”]  Albany, NY.  Performed online tutorials for composition and nursing students.  Fall 2000 through December 2001.

Research and Professional Activities
  Awards
Winner of Phyllis Hurd Liston Poetry Prize, sponsor: American Academy of Poets 2003

Finalist, Kalliope: a journal of women’s literature and art, 2001 Sue Saniels Elkind contest

Scholarship, Ropewalk Writers' Retreat (IN), June 19-25, 1994  Worked with Dave Smith

Apex Award for Newsletter Writing, 1994; 22 winners out of 607 entries

Award & Public Reading - New Voices Reading Series, The Writers' Place (WI), 

June 12, 1992

Scholarship, Cranbrook Writers' Conference (MI) August 12-15, 1991   
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Publications
     Chapbooks
Symphony for the Cutters. Kattywompus Press. Cleveland Heights, OH. January 2013 Autobiography of Some Other     Woman.  Outlaw Artists: A Publishing Collective.  

Price, UT  January 2008  
       Poems
“(innocence)” and “Once” published in Online version of Verse Wisconsin, “That’s Political” Issue, Issue 110.  October  2012.

“Words to Start Fires” accepted by Frontiers: A Journal of Women’s Studies. (OSU) October 16, 2012.

“Not Sleep” Verse Wisconsin, Issue 106. July 2011.

“Breaking the Ice” and “bodytalk” accepted for publication by Frontiers: A Journal of Women’s Studies (ASU). 2010.  [I kept following-up with ASU as to the status of my poems.  Once the journal moved from ASU to OSU, I got a response other than “I’ll check on this.”.  However, once the editors at OSU knew that since the acceptance by ASU I’d included these poems in a chapbook that was accepted for publication and in production, they no longer wanted these poems, and requested that I submit others.)

 “The Search for Knowledge”  Earth's Daughters, #67, Fall 2005 

“Killing Angels”  disClosure: a journal of social theory, “Incarnations: Religion and Identity.” 

no. 14 2005

“Sweet Offering” Earth's Daughters, #64, November 2003

“Daphne Escaping the Living Room,” “Aunt Francie's Doll in a Dream,” “Walking Home After Dinner,  A Midnight Scene,” “Dog Walk on May Day” in 13th Moon, Vol 18, 

December 2003
“In this way you knew they always lived” and “Reflection” Diner, Fall/Winter 2002

“The Music of Thunder” and “Swimming Laps After the Suicide Attempt” Pennsylvania English, Vol. 25, No. 1 & 2, Fall 2002/Spring 2003 [published 2006]

 “Hearing the Air (Time)” accepted for publication by prechelonian. April 28, 2002

“Woman Without a Country” Finalist, Kalliope: a journal of women’s literature and art, 

2001 Sue Saniels Elkind Poetry contest.  Fall 2002 (24:2)
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Publications, Poems, continued
 “Criminal Acts”   A Voice of One's Own: Twenty-five Years of Readings at A Room of One’s

Own Feminist Bookstore, A Room of One’s Own.  Madison, WI October 2000

“And Woman Creates” SageWoman Point Arena, CA Issue #50  Summer 2000

“Fly Me to Heaven”  Caprice New York, NY November 1999

“Jigsaw”  Wisconsin Poets Calendar 2000. Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets. July 1999

“Smelting”  Hummingbird: Magazine of the Short Poem, Richland Center WI March 1999

“Inheritance” Hummingbird: Magazine of the Short Poem. Richland Center WI, 

November 1998

“Pale Light”  Lonesome Traveler anthology Trains and Rain: Poems of Lust, Rust, and Obsession, Madison WI  October 1998

“Playing a Mandala,” and “Walking (Unexpected Climate Changes)”  Wisconsin Academy

 Review, Spring 1998, Vol. 44 No. 2

“Nutshell” Feminist Voices, Madison, WI  June 1994

“The Art of Funerals” appeared in The Glacier Stopped Here, Dane County Anthology,

Madison, WI  February 1994

“I will do this; I will not do this”  Passages North, MI Winter 1992

“Mardi Gras” Anemone, NH  Spring 1991

“NJ Turnpike, No Exit”  Mad Moose Gazette, Madison WI March 1991

Essays and Reviews
Descriptive essays: “Lynne Tillman,” “Helen Vendler,” “Colson Whitehead,” “Ana Menendez,” “Jim Harrison,” “Anita Pratp,”  “Ha Jin.” and others.  Online Publications.  Writers Online magazine.  Fall 2002 through Spring 2004.  The NY State Writers Institute.  www.albany.edu/writers-inst

“Who Hears Her?” volume essay 13th Moon.  Vol. XVI Nos. 1 & 2, Summer 2000

Review of P.D. James' Original Sin and other novels, “Death in Our Times,” The Writers' Place

Newsletter, Madison, WI.  June 1995

Review of Sharon Olds' The Father, The Writers' Place Newsletter, September 1992
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Readings & Radio
Reading/book launch of Symphony for the Cutters.  NFAC 221 on Thursday February 21, 2013.  (I plan to promote my chapbook through email announcements and attendance at open mics in the state. I hope that this will lead to invitations to do other readings.)

Reading. High School Writers Workshop. UWSP. December 2, 2011.
Read at “Female Artist Showcase” organized by the UWSP Women’s Resource Center, Dreyfus University Center, December 3, 2010.

Invited feature reader at the Harmony Café poetry series in Appleton, WI.  May 17, 2010.
Women’s Resource Center, Tea & Poetry, Featured Reader. Wednesday, September 16, 2009. UWSP

Reading. Thursday, May 7, 2009. UWSP. [As a new faculty, I was unaware that the students have a different MOD than faculty and staff, and only advertised this through faculty MOD.]
Popular Culture Association and American Culture Association National Convention.  

San Francisco, CA.  March 21, 2008

Templeton Studios. Spring Glen UT.  March 8, 2008

Featured Poet.  Third Thursdays at Lark Street Bookshop.  Albany, NY.  January 20, 2005

Selected to read at National Women's Studies Association Conference (NWSA).

Milwaukee, WI.  June 18, 2004





“NEMLA Poets Read.”  One of three poets selected to read on the panel.  North East Modern Language Association (NEMLA).  Boston, MA.  March 6 - 9, 2003
 “Jawbones,” Reading series of Department of English.  Featured reader December 2003, November 2002, October 2001, December 1, 2000.  Part of “Mythopoiesis of the Goddess” class performance, December 15, 2000.  Sponsored by Department of English, Graduate Student Organization, University at Albany

“Jawbones,” Reading series of SUNY-Albany graduate students. With Carol King. Albany, NY.

February 4, 2000

“Enormous Gorgeous Language” advanced poetry workshop group reading [my class]. 

King’s Foot Gallery.  Madison WI.  August 12, 1999





A Room of One's Own Bookstore and Coffeeshop, with Fran Zell. Madison WI, June 10, 1999

ROAR feminist poetry reading, A Room of One's Own Bookstore and Coffeeshop, Madison 

WI, April 8, 1999
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Readings & Radio, continued
Festival of Poets.  Invitational poetry reading, by Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets. Canterbury

Bookstore, Madison WI.  January 31, 1999

“Stripping Back the Layers” Advanced Poetry Workshop Class [my class], group reading, 

A Room of One's Own Bookstore and Coffeeshop, Madison WI, December 12, 1998

Trains and Rain:  Poems of Lust, Rust, and Obsession, anthology reading. Madison, WI

December 2, 1998

Jonathan Overby's Higher Ground show, on Wisconsin Public Radio 970 AM, February 14, 

1998

Poetry in Response to Art, Invitational reading at Madison Art Center, poetry in response to 

The work of H.C. Westermann.  January 31, 1997

Invited Featured Reader, Madison Fellowship of Poet’s Open Mike, Barnes & Noble, 

Madison   WI, October 26, 1997

Banned Poetry Reading, Borders Bookshop, Madison WI, September 22, 1997

Invitational Poetry Marathon (Fifth Annual), Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets, Olbrich Botanical

Gardens, Madison WI, August 24, 1997

Invited Featured Reader, The Writers’ Place Open Mike, Barnes & Noble, Madison WI, 

June 8, 1997

Poems and personal essays in Through the Mind's Eye Radio Collective productions of

shows 1996 - 1998

with Marybeth Kotrodimos and Elena Reyes, The Writers’ Place, Madison WI,

November17, 1995


Linda Mundt's Radio Literature Program, Madison WI, October 25, 1994

Canterbury Booksellers, Madison WI, March 1, 1994
Invitational Reading, with Marilyn Annucci. Borders Bookshop, Madison WI July 14, 1993

Evening With the Author Series, Edgewood College,  November 9, 1992

Advanced Poetry Peer Critique Group, TWP, December 10, 1992

New Voices Reading Series, The Writers' Place, Madison WI, June 12, 1992

M.F.A. Reading, with Julie Moulds, Kalamazoo, MI April 17, 1991

“Readings at the Blue Moon Café,” Kalamazoo, MI  February 24, 1991
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My Poems Being Taught By Others

“Killing Angels” and “Darwin” have both been taught by Dr. Margaret Stetz, Mae and Robert Carter Professor of Women's Studies and Professor of Humanities at the University of Delaware. “Killing Angels” was taught in a Women and Humor class; “Darwin” was taught in a graduate course on 20/21st Constructions of the Victorian.

Professor John Coletta [UWSP-English] has asked for a copy of my “Darwin” poem, also for the purposes of including it in a class.

Conference Papers & Presentations

“ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Re-Visiting Leda: Shifting Cultural Perspectives in the Teaching of, and Poems Written on ‘Leda and the Swan’.” Panel entitled “Writing Classes and Women’s Studies: Collaborating Creatively, Margin to Margin.” National Women's Studies Association conference “Difficult Dialogues” Atlanta, GA. November 13, 2009 

“The Cultural Construction of Goodness:  How Cultural Systems Decide Individual Action in Herculine Barbin: Being the Recently Discovered Memoirs of a Nineteenth-Century French Hermaphrodite”  presented as part of the UWSP L & S (Humanities) Forum 2009-2010.  Stevens Point, WI. October 8, 2009
“The Self in the Community: Identity Issues of Religious-Cultural Arrangement of Bodies.”  (Dis)Locating Identity in the 20th Century. Department of English.  University of South Carolina‑Columbia.  April 3-4, 2004

“What is chaos, when the Great Chain of Being decides order? The Protection of Male Privilege in College Admissions.”  Convivium.  Siena Center for Medieval and Early Modern Studies.  Popular Culture: Then and Now. Loudonville, NY October 10-11, 2003
“Muriel Rukeyser's The Orgy:  Look at the World.” Women and Power: Reclaiming Faith Spiritually, Socially, and Artistically.  Middle Tennessee State University Conference.  February 27 - March 1, 2003
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Conference Papers & Presentations, continued

“The use of Seed Questions and Answering Paragraph in the classroom.”  The University in the High School.  University at Albany (SUNY).  Albany, NY April 12, 2002
“Power and Privilege of Divinity: How the Paradigm of the Deity of Monotheistic Patriarchy in the U.S. Inhibits Equality.”  Conflict and (Ir)Resolution.  University at Albany (SUNY).  Albany, NY Graduate Conference. April 6, 2002
“Power and Privilege of Divinity: Feminism as a Defacement of the Patriarchal God.”  Gender in the New Millennium.  Institute for Research and Education on Women and Gender.  University at Buffalo (SUNY). Graduate Conference.  Buffalo, NY  March 16, 2002 

“Walt Whitman: Parallels Between 'Song of Myself' and Worship of the Goddess” as part of the panel “Issues in Mysticism II: Mystical Experience/Mystical Writing.”  North East Modern Language Association (NEMLA).  Hartford ,CT.  March 30-31, 2001
“Considering the Concept of Writing From the Body: Practical Use in a Poetry Workshop and Theoretical Possibilities” as part of the panel “Gender and Genre: Poetic Praxis and the Body.”  Inside/Theory Outside/Practice.  University at Albany, Albany NY. Graduate Conference. March 24, 2001  







Teaching


Assistant Professor, Department of English, University of Wisconsin – Stevens Point 


Fall 2008- present

English 101 Composition/Expository Writing & English 102 [now 202] Composition/Research Essays (Academic Year 2008-09 – Present, Fall Semesters 101, Spring Semesters 202), Advanced Poetry Workshop (Each semester Academic Year 2008-09, 2009-2010, Fall 2010, Spring 2011, Fall 2012), Intro to Creative Writing-- Poetry and Fiction (Spring 2009, Fall 2009, Fall 2010 – 2 sections taught, Spring 2012, Fall 2012, Spring 2013), Contemporary Poetry (Spring 2010, 2011, 2013).
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Assistant Professor, Department of English, UWSP, Fall 2008- present, continued

Advance Poetry Workshop Engl 353. Because poetry is disseminated in the poetry world in small, individual collections, I have students in this class read a number of collections by different contemporary poets so that they experience a body of a poet’s work, and so they are exposed to the vast possibilities of form, line, and voice. A number of the texts are particularly appealing to students 19-25 years old. Students each pick one poem by one of the authors we read (their choice) to memorize, and then recited and explicate for the class. They do this when we read that author. Exercises related to the author’s work are also assigned. The class is predominately workshopping the students’ own work. The building of community is emphasized. 

In Fall 2010, I had a “Mid-term Grade and Assessment” sheet that goes over the aspects of the workshop pertinent to the student’s grade; we go over this when we meet for their mid-to-late-semester portfolio conference. This sheet includes the number of absences the student has and their current potential grade for the course. Also, I have instituted and tracked, poems students write on the reading. They are required to identify an aspect of the poet we are reading, be it technique or theme, and try this in a poem. I had my Advance Creative Writing class-Poetry Engl 353 Sec 2, do a class reading at the Poetry Open mic December 9, 2010.  It was a crappy night (4” snow), but they were wonderful. 

In Fall 2012, because of the very diverse blend of the class between first time 353 poets, fiction-writers, and second time poets, I made the portfolio optional.  I still required 12 poems be produced during the semester, and had students do poems based on the reading.  It was a very large class, but they came together as a group.  They were distressed when we found out about workshop member Amber Krick’s death.
Introduction to Creative Writing (Poetry & Fiction) Engl 253. As an introductory course, I want to expose students to many possibilities for writing, topically and stylistically. I teach basic terms for discussing poetry and fiction. We look at myriad selections of poetry, and a number of stories grouped by writing technique. Students do in-class writings almost every class, and workshop some of their poems and one short story. I have created a coursepack for this course.  Students’ assignments include one in which they go to audio archives online to look at poems and listen to the poets’ read them.  In the fiction section, we focus on dialogue and body language.
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Assistant Professor, Department of English, UWSP, Fall 2008- present, continued

Contemporary Poetry Engl 377.  Contemporary American Poets are inheritors of Walt Whitman and Emily Dickinson. Muriel Rukeyser, in particular, has a strong thread of connection to Whitman’s inclusivity and democratic principles. Her social activism and concerns for justice are literary historical precursors to the poets who emerged in the 70s, expanding the voices of white women and black men and women, opening the cannon to more revision based on reflecting a representation of American voices. Rukeyser’s assertion that the reader is a “witness” and a poem is “an exchange of energy” lead to the idea of “Poetry of Witness” by Carolyn Forché. I am put together a coursepack for this class, and have a representation sample of men and women, Black and Native American and Hispanic and White, Language Poets and those working in representational style. The mixing of genres, as representation by Gloria Anzaldúa’s Borderlands/La Frontera, also will be addressed. The oral – musical (performance & scansion) aspect of poetry is a component of the course. Students spend the last unit of the course on a contemporary poet of the choice, and present on a few of that poet’s poems and performance.

College of Eastern Utah. Department of English. Instructor, tenure-track, non-ranked. 2007-8

Intro to Writing - Engl 1010   [3 courses of composition 1010/2010 mixed ea. semester]

Intermediate Writing - Engl 2010

Literature and Diversity - Engl 2060

Literary Theory - Engl 2600


University at Albany (SUNY). Department of English, Teaching Assistant. 

“Creative Writing” Summer 2003

“Mystery and Murder” Summer 2002

“Reading Shakespeare” Spring 2002

“Reading Literature” Fall 2001

“Reading Prose Fiction” Spring 2001

“Reading Poetry” a writing intensive course, Fall 

1999-2000 academic year, tutored in the Writing Center
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The Writers' Place (TWP), Madison, WI [a local writers organization]

“Stripping Back the Layers” October 7 - November 11, 1989 and “Enormous, Gorgeous Language,” June-July 1999, advanced poetry writing workshops utilizing guided meditation in order to aid poets in increasing self-awareness of writing from the body.

“How Poems Build Meaning” March 5, 1997 - April 9, 1997 & September 17, 1997 - October 22, 1997 a poetry workshop on understanding and writing poetry,

“Honest Poetry” October 18, 1995 - November 15, 1995, a beginning poetry workshop


Beloit College, Beloit, WI.  Department of English.  Instructor.

“Academic Writing” 1-3 courses/semester. August 1995 - December 1996




Edgewood College, Madison, WI.  Instructor.

“Creative Writing II” Spring 1993

“Writing Research Essays” August 1992 - May 1993


Madison Area Technical College (MATC), Madison, WI.  instructor.

Composition Fundamentals” Fall 1992


Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, MI. Department of English. Teaching Associate.

“English 105, basic English composition”. Taught five classes.  August 1989 - April 1991

   Honors Students and Advising Students

Kristin Hess completed an Honor’s Project in creative writing-poetry, academic year. 2010-2011 

Megan Heckel completed her Honor’s Project in creative writing-poetry, including an introductory essay where she contextualizes her influences and place in the traditions of poetry.  Academic year Fall 2009 – Spring 2010

Kristen Hess won the May Shumway Poetry award Spring 2010; Megan Heckel won the Had Manske award. 
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Honors Students and Advising Students, continued
Most recently, Fall 2012, I have written letters of recommendation for MFA programs for Justin Sullivan and Ben Ciscewski. I have written letters in the past for Andrew Tully [now in an MFA program at U Nebraska), Christopher Roubique, Kristina Krueger [MFA Minnesota State-Mankato] Lauren Shimulunas [now an MFA graduate of UNH], and for Megan Heckel.  Fall 2010 – present

University and Community Service

I am beginning planning on bringing Kazim Ali to campus for a reading in the 2013-14 academic year.  Ali is a poet, novelist, memoirist, and painter.  I know him from UAlbany when we both studied under Judith Johnson.  He has four books out. Ali is Indian (India)-American, Muslim, and gay. I have shared a collection of his poetry, The Far Mosque (Alice James Books) with Dejan Kuzmanovic to see about the FSGSA co-sponsoring Ali’s visit.  Ali also is part of a publishing venture, Nightboat Books, that publishes cutting-edge poets, such as Martha Ronk.  January 2013.

Attended Suicide Prevention Workshop. January 17, 2013.  This was a presentation/workshop on identifying and speaking with students who are suicidal.  Suicide is the second cause of death among college students, after car accidents.  I regularly have students who are suicidal, or whom I’m worried about being suicidal, particularly in the Spring semester.

Career Development Presentation for Students: “Personal Statements and CVs for Graduate. School Admissions”.  November 8, 2012.

Drafted Press Release for Alex Kuo fiction and poetry reading, held October 8, 2012.  Informed Mark Williams of this event to get it in the Dean of L&S weekly announcement, and the UWSP Publicity office.  Jeff Snowbarger, Visiting Professor, did the planning for this event, with a little help from me.  Brought all Advanced Poetry Workshop students to the reading.  Helped entertain Kuo after the event.  






~continued~

Dyjak  page 13

University and Community Service, continued

Liaison with Jim Pollock of Gallery Q for “Voices & Visions” poetry & arts event. First time event done in 2009-2010.  I selected some advanced poetry students to help me do the judging of 300+ poems.  Students were Andrew Tully, Alex Snyder, and Richard “Cole” Marsh. We met from 1:00 – 6:00 pm on January 29 and 10:00 am – 1:30 pm on January 30, 2011.  I met with Jim Pollock after this to discuss the 50 chosen poems from which the other artists are to select the poem on which they wish to draw inspiration.  A celebration of the chosen poems and art work inspired by it was held on Arts Walk on May 20, 2011. There was a publication produced from this event.  Second event 2010-2011, the response time for poetry judging was reduced from one month to one week at the last minute.  I decline to judge under this circumstance. Galley Q sent a letter of apology to me, at a later date.  This Fall, 2012, Gallery Q re-organized and decided they no longer had the personnel to hold this event.

Liaison with Jim Pollock who leads a bi-monthly local workshop group, Aspiring Authors of Stevens Point, meeting on Monday evenings at Emy J’s in Stevens Point, as well as a monthly Poetry Open Mic at the Church of the Intercession in Stevens Point on the fourth Thursday of the month.  I distribute this information to all Intro to Creative Writing and Advanced Creative Writing classes, and University Writers.

Liaison with Jon Gadbois, of the Portage County Arts Alliance Board.  The UWSP Poetry Club was a co-sponsor for the first slam, held at Kristen’s Riverwalk, downtown Stevens Point, on Friday February 4, 2011.  Jon Gadbois met with me and Farrah DeSmet, president of the Poetry Club, in December 2010 to discuss this event.  Jon graciously agreed to come to a Thursday Poetry Open mic to de-mystify the slam process and help students write a slam poem.  He did this on the first Poetry Open Mic of the Spring Semester on January 27, 2011. A second Poetry Slam was held on July 3, 2011 at Riverfront Rendezvous, a 3-day Fourth of July celebration in Stevens Point. [I came in second place.]





~continued~

Dyjak   page 14

University and Community Service, continued

High School Writers’ Workshops (HSWW) – selected attendees and winners of Poetry section of High School Writers; lead poetry workshop group, Fall 2008, Fall 2009, Fall 2010, and Fall 2012; Met with two students, Spencer Hupf and Alex Snyder, to give them advice in leading the Poetry Workshop for HWSS in 2011; Gave Poetry Reading for HSWW December  2, 2011.

ACORN – gave workshop on the Life and Times of Jane Austen, Fall 2008; gave workshop on “Water and Sewage and Drains – Oh My! Servants’ Work and Dr. Jordan’s Dilemma” Alias Grace by Margaret Atwood, October 16 2010.  Also led book discussion group, two meetings, November 16 and December 7, 2010 at the Brewhaus from 4:30 – 5:30 pm.

Poetry Open Mic.  Began regular “Alternate Thursday Poetry Open Mic,” Food for Thought Café, sponsored by the English Department and the UWSP Library. I worked with Andy Pech and Mark Rozmarynowski, and their supervisor Nerissa Nelson, from the Library. The Library has bought a mic and speakers for our use. These open mics were alternate Thursdays throughout the 2010-2011 academic year. Students have asked me about beginning these Open Mics again. I hope to do so, on a once-a-month basis, soon.

Met with Veterans Club at their meeting and looked at a poem, Richard Shelton’s “If I Were a Dog” and did writing exercise.  I did this so it would be clear to the group what I meant by “facilitation a writing workshop.” September 27, 2010, 4:30 pm Brewhaus.  I met later that week with the organization’s president Brandon Taylor who informed me that some members were interested in doing writing, but the Vet’s Club did not wish to sponsor regular workshops.  They did not wish to be identified as a target audience.

Travel Committee for the English Department, Fall 2009 – Spring 2011.

Ad Hoc Writing Minor Committee, chaired by Prof. Mark Balhorn.  Fall 2010.
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University and Community Service, continued

Women’s Studies Advisory Committee (WSAC) – I am member of the WSAC.  I met as a member of the WSAC with the Women’s Resource Center (WRC) to discuss their plans as a more permanent fixture, rather than student organization, in the future.  I contacted a former student of mine who I know is a writer for The Pointer regarding doing a story about the WRC and the issue of rape on campus. Consequently, I was interviewed by Kaitlyn Luckow for an article on campus rape, and I met with Anne Hoffmann, Assistant Director of the Allen Center for Health and Wellness Programs, regarding her research and recommendations regarding sanctions of student drinking and its relationship to rape.  I agreed to be an initial contact for victims of rape as part of a small team of campus responders. When I went on disability in Fall 2011, I had to remove myself from this sub-group. The WSAC discussed the possibility of bringing lucille clifton to campus in March 2010. l followed-up on this and contacted lucille clifton, who was willing to come to campus.  Her minimum fee was usually $5,000 but she asked our budget and said she’d work with us.  Alas, she died the following February, 2011.  
WSAC – Awards Committee, Fall 2012 – present.  I now serve on the Awards committee, and with my committee members, discuss and select award winners for our scholarships.

Advisor, University Writers/ Barney Street.  Campus literary magazine.  Attend some University Writers meetings.  I worked with Andrea Wagner to start a Scifi/Fantasy workshop sub-group.  Andrea subsequent became Co-President of the organization.  The Sci-fi/Fantasy writers wanted me to facilitate their workshops; I declined.  The group stopped meeting, though University Writers continues strong.  2010-2011, Spring 2012, Fall 2012 -- Present.

Advisor, UWSP Poetry Club, Farrah DeSmet, president.  The UWSP Poetry Club existed for Spring 2011.  President DeSmet changed majors and interest waned.  Currently, Zachary Strenger, a current Fall 2012 Advanced Poetry student, has expressed interest in starting a Poetry Society.  I agreed to be advisor for this, but recently sent Zach an email when it occurred to me that this might be a sub-group under University Writers. 
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University and Community Service, continued

Group Office for English Clubs  I had contacted Susan LeBow, Assistant Director, Student Involvement and Employment Office, regarding the possibility of there being a multi-group office of English clubs.  Currently the English Department has Sigma Tau Delta, University Writers, the Poetry Club, the Lincoln Hills Poetry Project, and the English Club – a total of five clubs.  I have heard back from Susan LeBow that information will be forthcoming “to student orgs (and their advisors)” in the following weeks regarding how student organizations can go about obtaining office space.  I have cc’d Mary Bowman, advisor for Sigma Tau Delta, and David Roloff, advisor for the Lincoln Hills Poetry Project regarding what I have heard back from Ms. LeBow.  I take it, from her email, that Ms. LeBow is emphasizing that the request and materials must come from the students in the recognized organizations and not the advisors. Spring 2011.  [I’d like to re-visit this issue.  I think membership in English organizations would increase if the students had a place to hang out on campus.]

Poetry Workshop with Caren Heft’s Letterpress Printing class, Art Department, UWSP, February 7, 2011; 11:00 – 1:30 pm, room 183 Noel Fine Art Center. 

Met with Tomorrow River Chautauqua (Amherst) representative, 2008, and helped her find potential resources on campus and ways to advertise events.

Introduced self to Bill Davidson [now deceased 2011] and Greg Diekroeger in an effort to become involved in the decision-making process regarding poets and writers brought in through the Performing Arts/Sentry program, Academic Year 2008-2009.

Met with Ron Strege, Director of the Multicultural Affairs Office, in regards to the Denise Duhamel Poetry Reading 2009.  Talked about other possible events where the English Department and the Multicultural Affairs Office, including bringing Lucille Clifton to campus.
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University and Community Service, continued

Brought Denise Duhamel, author of 11 books of poetry, to campus for a reading on Saturday, November 14, 2009.  This includes finding funding sources, reserving room, liaison with Bookstore, and publicity.  We piggy-backed on Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets (WFoP), Fall 2009 Conference for this. [I’ve looked at the WFoP website to check on who they are bringing in subsequent years.  However, the quality of the poets they have brought since Duhamel has been very low.  I could not, in good conscience, even recommend my students to go hear them.  The Wisconsin Poet Laureate would have been worthwhile, only he was paired with Antler, one of the worst poets I’ve had the (embarrassing) misfortune to hear.  I was warned about Antler by one of my poetry mentors, William Olsen.  I wish I had heeded his advice.]

Judged a poetry contest for Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets (WFoP), their “open topic” one and attended the Fall Conference here in Stevens Point on Saturday November 14, 2009.

Serve on Ad Hoc Committee regarding a Common Text, Spring 2009.

Serve on the Travel Committee for the English Department, beginning Fall 2009.

Recording Secretary for English Department, 2009-2010.

Faculty Advisor to Mystic Pizza – the new, neo-pagan student group on campus, Academic Year 2008-2009.

Professional Development

Attended the Associated Writing Programs (AWP) conference in March 2012.  It was held in Chicago.  The keynote speaker was Margaret Atwood.  There was a panel with Phil Levine, Poet Laureate of the US, and Carol Ann Duffy, Poet Laureate of the British Kingdom.  I networked at this conference, seeing many poet-friends from Wisconsin, Albany NY, and from when I was at FAWC in Provincetown MA, and I spread the word that I had a chapbook coming out from Kattywompus Press.  
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Professional Development, continued

Workshop with Marie Howe, Fine Arts Work Center (FAWC) Provincetown, MA.  August 15-20, 2010. [She grabbed me by the roots of my hair and shook me til my cells exploded, metaphorically, of course. I was so scared to work with this genius that I got hives every day.]

Workshop with John Yau, FAWC Provincetown, MA. June 21 – 27, 2009.  [He challenged me to try new forms.]

Wisconsin Women in Higher Education Leadership (WWHEL) 2009 State Conference October 22-23, 2009. University of Wisconsin – Stevens Point.
Organizations

Associated Writing Programs 
Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets 
National Women's Studies Association

