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Working in New Zealand’s Subantarctic Islands:  
The Southern Royal Albatrosses of Campbell 
Island. 
 
The Southern Royal albatross (Diomedea 
epomophora) is the world’s largest seabird, with a 
wingspan of up to 3.5 meters.  Listed on the IUCN 
Red List of endangered species, the albatross is 
both an icon of the ocean and of great 
conservation concern.  UWSP Geography faculty 
member Eric Larsen has spent the past 5 summers 
studying the population and breeding status of the 
Southern Royal albatross on Campbell Island, New 
Zealand.   
 
Located 450 miles south of New Zealand’s South 
Island, Campbell Island is NZ’s southernmost 
territory and the sole nesting area for 99% of the 
world’s Southern Royal albatross population.  
Uninhabited, isolated, and exposed to the 
hurricane force winds and rain of the Southern 
Ocean at 53o South, Campbell Island presents many 
obstacles to scientific research.  Join Dr. Larsen for 
breakfast as he discusses his research and the 
unique challenges of field research in subantarctic 
New Zealand. 
 

 
 

Dr. Larsen with UW-Stevens Point graduate Anna Hess 

 

 
 

Wisconsin Geographical Society 
Membership 

2009-2010 
 

“The purpose of the Wisconsin Geographical Society 
is to foster geographic education and to increase the 
effectiveness of geography teaching in Wisconsin.” 
  

Annual membership in the Wisconsin Geographical 
Society is based on the academic year. The 2009 
membership runs through September 2010 and 
entitles members to WGS newsletters, the annual 
issue of The Wisconsin Geographer, and information 
about the annual meeting. Regular membership 
dues are only $25 per year. Dues for retired 
members are only $20 per year. Student 
membership is $10 per year. Institutional 
memberships are $35 per year. 
  

To become a member or renew your existing 
membership, please check the appropriate box on 
the registration form. If you would like a separate 
membership form mailed or emailed to you, contact: 
  

Dr. Mamadou Coulibaly, Treasurer, WGS 
Dept. of Geography & Urban Planning 
University of Wisconsin – Oshkosh 
800 Algoma Boulevard 
Oshkosh, WI 54901 

 

The Wisconsin 
Geographical Society 

Annual Meeting 
 

October 23-24, 2009 
University of Wisconsin 

Stevens Point 

 
 

Dr. Samantha Kaplan with UW-Stevens Point students 
  taking a sediment core from Severson Lake 
 
 

 

 



  

Call for Papers and Posters 
  

Schedule of Events and Registration 
 

  

Field Trips and Workshops 
 

 

  

All meeting attendees are invited to present papers 
or posters. Abstracts must not exceed 250 words 
and must follow the AAG Annual Meeting 
guidelines (see http://www.aag.org/annual 
meetings/2010/papers.htm#instructions for 
details). Please note that your abstract must be 
ready for print, as it will be printed in the Meeting 
Program as received. Send abstracts as email 
attachments (in Microsoft Word or RTF format) to 
ltheo@uwsp.edu by October 1, 2009. Document 
files should be named as follows: 
lastname_firstname. In the subject line of your 
email, please put: “WGS 2009 Abstract.” 
 
Deadline for Submission of Abstracts is October 1, 
2009. 
 

Paper and Poster Competitions  

The best undergraduate paper and poster, and 
graduate paper and poster submitted at this year’s 
meeting will each receive a $100 cash prize. Papers 
will also be eligible for submission to The Wisconsin 
Geographer. Students who wish to be considered 
for these awards should check the appropriate box 
on their registration form. Winners will be 
announced at the Saturday luncheon. Papers and 
posters will be judged according to originality, 
quality, and significance. Both qualitative and 
quantitative papers and posters are encouraged. 

 
Geography Bowl – NEW THIS YEAR! 
Gather your students and get ready for fun! After 
the keynote address on Friday, compete for cash 
and prizes at the Geography Bowl. Reduced 
registration for all students competing in the 
Geography Bowl. 
 

  

Friday, October 23, 2009 
 
1:30 – 4:00pm  ArcGIS Explorer 900 Workshop 
2:00 – 4:00pm  Central Waters Brewery Tour 
4:00 – 5:00pm   Business Meeting 
5:00 – 6:30pm   Reception and Poster Session 
6:30 – 8:00pm   Banquet and Keynote Speaker 
8:00 – ?     Geography Bowl 
 
Saturday, October 24, 2009 
 
8:00 – 9:00am   Breakfast and Keynote Speaker 
9:15 – 10:15am  Paper Sessions 
10:30 – 11:30am  Paper Sessions 
Noon – 1:00pm   Awards Lunch 
1:00 – 3:30pm  ArcGIS Explorer 900 Workshop 
1:00 – 5:00pm  Paddle and Portage Field Trip 
1:00 – 5:30pm   Mounds and Towns Field Trip 

 

Register online at: 
www.uwsp.edu/conted/conferences 
Click on “Wisconsin Geography Conference” 
 

Registration Fee $70 (includes all meals) 
Students Participating in Geography Bowl $40 
(includes meals) 
No reduced fees for attending only one day 
Cancellation Policy: Cancellations will be assessed a 
$25 processing fee. No refunds will be given after 
October 9, 2009. Substitutions can be made at 
anytime, but no shows will be responsible for the full 
conference fee.   
 
Country Inn and Suites 
301 Division St North 
Stevens Point, WI 54481 
(715) 345-7000 
$70 Group code “Geography”  
 

Directions: 
http://www.countryinns.com/stevenspointwi 

  

Mounds and Towns ($5) 
Experience a sacred mound site of the ancient 
peoples with UWSP’s Neil Heywood and Ray Reser. 
Afterwards, head to Hartman Creek State Park and a 
segment of the National Park System Ice Age Trail, 
each representative of Wisconsin’s recreation 
industry. Drive-by tours of the outlier and original 
Stevens Point area retail malls. 
 

Paddle and Portage ($25) 
Come explore either The Plover River or The 
Wisconsin River (dependent on conditions). Cost 
based on 2 persons per canoe and includes all 
equipment and transportation.  
 

Nature Walk (Free – Self-directed) 
The 275-acre natural area makes up 2/3 of the 
University campus. The Reserve was created to 
protect and restore native ecological communities, 
serve as an outdoor classroom for students and 
teachers, and provide recreational opportunities to 
all visitors. 
 

Enhancing Citizen Contributions to Science and 
Conservation using ArcGIS Explorer 900 ($5) 
Learn how GIS has engaged citizens to become 
intelligent and credible stewards of Moose Lake.  In 
this workshop, you will utilize ArcGIS Explorer 900, a 
free and user-friendly GIS from ESRI to visualize 
Moose Lake shoreline resources.  Download free 
basemaps, data, and GIS services to equip yourselves 
with spatial context and geographic insight.  Limit: 
20 participants. 
 

Central Waters Brewery ($5) 
Tour Amherst’s own Central Waters Brewery with 
co-owner Paul Graham – a graduate of the UW-
Stevens Point Geography and Geology Department! 
We will leave Stevens Point at 2:00pm and arrive at 
the brewery at 2:30pm for tour and sampling (tour 
samples are free – pay for beer after tour). Back in 
Point by 4:00pm. 

 

 


