
Announcing the UW System’s Ninth Annual (2013-14) 

Liberal Arts Essay Competition 

 

Sponsored by the University of Wisconsin 

System Advisory Group on the Liberal Arts (SAGLA) 

 

This Year’s Topic 

 

In his essay "Only Connect," William Cronon outlines ten qualities that distinguish a liberally educated 

person.  Describe a moment from your recent education when you have been most vividly aware of the 

importance of one of these qualities. 

 

You may find the Cronon essay here:  http://www.williamcronon.net/writing/Cronon_Only_Connect.pdf  

 

Strong student essays will invite reader engagement through description and reflection on personal experience, 

as well as demonstrate careful consideration of the Cronon essay.  To learn more about the goals of a liberal 

education, you may wish to check the liberal education learning outcomes at 

http://www.aacu.org/leap/vision.cfm.  

 

Winning essays from recent years can also be viewed on the contest website:  

http://liberaleducation.uwsa.edu/scholarship/. 

 

Campus Recognition 
 

Up to three UW-Stevens point finalists will receive $100 scholarships, will have their essays posted on the 

College of Letters and Science website and will be formally honored by the College of Letters and Science. 

 

Up to three students selected from across the UW System will receive $2,000 UW System scholarships. 

 

Eligibility Criteria 
 

This competition is open to any UW-Stevens Point undergraduate student in academic good standing who has 

completed a minimum of 30 credit hours by the end of the Fall Semester 2013, and who has at least one 

semester remaining (Fall 2014) as a full-time undergraduate student. 

 

Submission Requirements 

 

All submissions are to be original essays, 1,000-1,250 words in length, double-spaced and type-written. Each 

essay must include a title page with the following information: 

 

1. title of essay 

2. student’s name 

3. major 

4. institution 

5. college 

6. home address 

7. e-mail address 

8. telephone number 

9. the following statement: “I hereby affirm that this is my own work, an original essay, and agree that it will 

become the property of the UW System Board of Regents and that it can be reproduced in the public domain.” 

 

  

http://www.williamcronon.net/writing/Cronon_Only_Connect.pdf
http://www.aacu.org/leap/vision.cfm
http://liberaleducation.uwsa.edu/scholarship/


Submission Process and Deadline 

 

All submissions (Word document or PDF) must be sent, as an e-mail attachment, to acadaff@uwsp.edu, by  

4:30 PM Friday, 24 January, 2014.  

 

Students are strongly advised to confirm receipt of their submission by requesting acknowledgement from the 

Office of Academic Affairs. 

 

Campus Selection Process 

 

A committee of UW-Stevens Point faculty and academic staff will review submissions and select up to three 

finalists for submission to the UW System for review and final selection of winners. 

 

The review committee will use the following criteria to judge essay submissions: 

 

1.  Organization and clarity of thesis 

2.  Development of content that is specific, interesting, appropriate, and convincing 

3.  Transitions that contribute to a fluent style of writing 

4.  Accuracy of grammar and spelling 

5.  Command of mature, unpretentious English 

 

UW System Selection Process 

 

Final selection of winning essays will be determined by a group of judges from the UW System 

Advisory Group on the Liberal Arts (SAGLA). Recipients will be notified in spring 2014. 

 

More information about this competition, including a link to the archive of previous winners, may be found at 

http://liberaleducation.uwsa.edu/scholarship/index.htm.  

 

As part of the UW System’s partnership with the Association of American Colleges & 

Universities in the LEAP Campaign (Liberal Education and America’s Promise) this 

undergraduate essay competition aims to promote understanding of the 

purpose and value of a liberal arts and science education. 
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