The new ACS-CPT guidelines (http://portal.acs.org/portal/fileFetch/C/WPCP_008491/pdf/WPCP_008491.pdf, accessed March 21, 2012) includes an important statement that “students should be exposed to the principles of macromolecules across foundational areas” (see bolded paragraph 4 below):   
“5.3 Foundation Course Work. Foundation course work provides breadth 

and lays the groundwork for the in-depth course work. Certified majors must

have instruction equivalent to a one-semester course of at least three

semester credit hours in each of the five major areas of chemistry: analytical

chemistry, biochemistry, inorganic chemistry, organic chemistry, and physical

chemistry. Programs operating on the quarter system can achieve this

breadth with at least eight three-credit one-quarter courses that include the

equivalent of at least one quarter of coverage of each of the five areas.

Foundation course work typically builds on the introductory chemistry

experience. Textbooks for foundation course work are specialized books that serve as an introduction to each field, rather than a general chemistry

textbook. Exam questions should cover concepts in greater detail than is

typical in an introductory or general chemistry course. At the conclusion of a

foundation course, a student should have mastered the vocabulary, concepts,

and skills required to pursue in-depth study in that area.

Some areas, particularly organic and physical chemistry, have traditionally

been taught as year-long courses. This practice may continue, using the first semester

course in the sequence as a foundation course and the

second-semester course as an in-depth course. Integrated foundation course

work may provide exposure to multiple foundation areas of chemistry or a

group of topics organized by overarching themes (for example, synthesis,

characterization, and reactivity) rather than by the traditional organization of

chemistry subdisciplines.

Foundation courses can also be used to introduce topics that span

multiple areas of chemistry. For example, the synthesis, analysis, and

physical properties of small molecules give an incomplete picture of the higher

order interactions in macromolecules and supramolecular systems (e.g., the

physical properties of synthetic polymers, information storage and transfer by

biopolymers, or aggregate properties of self-assembled systems). Students

should be exposed to the principles of macromolecules across foundation

areas, which could then serve as the basis for deeper exploration through indepth

course work or degree tracks.” (bold added here)
POLYED is working with ACS-CPT to develop supplements and other information for including polymers/macromolecules in the undergraduate chemistry curriculum. We ask for your support in this endeavor. Please consider writing to CPT and advocating for the inclusion of macromolecular topics in undergraduate chemistry curricula.  Letting CPT know that you support this is very important!
