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Fred J. Schmeeckle 
(Environmental Prophet) 
April 5, 1893 - May 12, 1967 

Professor Schmeeckle taught at the 
Universitv of Wisconsin-Stl'vens 
Point frol~ 1923 to 19:;9. where he led 
the establishment of the first conSI:r­
VAt ion education major in the United 
StAtes in H146. From this major. and 
with Fred Schmepcklp's guidance. 
evolved the College of Natural 
Resollrcps, which today has becomp a 
mllional center for th~ study of thl~ 
environment. His early efforts were 
important in the purchase of much of 
the project lands. 

Fred Schmeeckle is describer! today hy friends who knew him as "a 
grpcit man who SAW far aheAd of his time. He foresaw depletion of our 
natural resources and warned his students about it." His work in 
conservation involved not only the training of professionals but also 
making people aware of the problems created by eroding resources. 

Among his predictions WAS his statement that very soon zoning 
ordinances in every county would specify certain areas to be set aside 
for recreAtion. The need was paramount. he noted, for recreational 
outlets for an exploding population. 

Schmeeckle Reserve is named for this man whose vision of the future 
portrayed such a plAce where people of all ages may appreciate the 
out-of-doors and may refresh themselves. 
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Ceramic Mosaic Mural 

~ 
Thl' C:olll:ge of Natural Resources Building on the University of
 
Wisconsin-Stevens (Joint C,lmpus, is scheduled to havl: the al)()ve
 
lI10sdic mur,l! applied to an outside wall. Donations of lAbor and
 
money will make this possible. It will measure :;3 fept in height
 
and 1;;0 fel'! in Il'ngth. The mural will dl'pic1 symbols of the State
 
of Wisconsin ,md of the University.
 

This artistic l'1fort is represpntative of the vigor and commitllwnt
 
gl:lwra\pd by the University cind community working togethpr. 1\
 
also rl'presents Ihe objectivp of the Schmpeckll: Resen'e proposal
 
- thl' improvement of the relationship betvliPen man and nature.
 
In t hp ins t ,mcl' of the Sch meec k Ie RI:SP I've it is a n errort to preserve
 
na t llrp and to uSP it for man's enligh ten ment. In the ins\ Anee of the
 
mural it is intender! to beautify man's environment.
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des posits. It is rare to have the opportunity to 
preS6rve and forever maintain a unique natural 
heritage of significant size in an urban area in 
Wisconsin, in addition to creating recreational 
opportunities which will assure present and future 
generations public access to this Central Wisconsin 
legacy. We are now in an era wherein we must look 
to the land and water and flora and fauna to satisfy 
a	 variety of public needs. The project area, because 
it is so accessible, will be especially popular among 
people who want their children to have an 
opportunity to participate in outdoor activities. 

Recognizing this opportunity, the City, 
University and private organizations deemed it 
essential that land and water should be protected 
and selected the most practical and efficient 
technique for the protection of the project areas' 
specific resources. Project planning began with the 
awareness that land protection tactics and 
environmental enhancement require a Federal ­
State - Local - Private team approach. As stated in 
your Bureau of Outdoor Recreation document 
Conservation Tactics: "Of key importance is the fact 
that, 'Alone, any single device is limited; together, 
they strengthen each othe.r.' 

Just as the devices are limited, the Federal 
Government, a State, a community, a private 
organization, or an individual working alone will 
find only limited success. Working together, sharing 
experiences, we can protect what we value - our 
national, natural heritage."* 

Approximately three years ago the UW -Stevens 
Point Foundation undertook discussions with the 
Sentry Insurance Company regarding the removal of 
fill from a 50 acre Foundation parcel adjoining the 
Stevens Point campus. As a result of those 
discussions, a plan was formulated by which the 
removal of fill for use at the Sentry Building site 
would be accomplished in a way to create at the 
same time a spring-fed lake which would ultimately 

I 
be of benefit to the University and to the Stevens
 
Point community. The Foundation plans for
 I 
implementing the agreement with the Sentry
 
Insurance Company were discussed with the
 
University of Wisconsin Board of Regents Physical
 I
Planning and Development Committee and the
 
Department of Natural Resources. An
 
Environmental Impact Assessment was completed
 
prior to the beginning of the construction of the lake.
 I 

The removal of fill and the development of the
 
lake was begun in the fall of 1975. The rough
 Iexcavation is now completed. The perimeter of the
 
lake has been given its final shape, and spring water
 
is presently filling the lake area.
 I 

The UW -Stevens Point Foundation plans to
 
make this lake property available to the University
 
of Wisconsin - Stevens Point at the proper time so
 Ithat the valuation of the donated real property
 
becomes an in-kind contribution for additional
 
acquisition and/or development, to be matched with
 
discretionary funding by the Secretary of Interior.
 I 

During the past three years the north central
 
area of Stevens Point has become a center of City,
 IState, Foundation and Sentry Insurance Company
 
activity. Faced with the prospect of placing over
 
2,000 employees in the new Sentry complex,
 
increased housing starts, the excavation of a new 24
 I 
acre lake, additional commercial growth and campus
 
programs reaching out to all age groups, the
 
university and community jointly began a
 I 
cooperative planning venture. Fortunately, those
 
having the opportunity to influence and guide this
 
community growth activity had the foresight and
 Idesire to control land use. Sentry Insurance
 
Company purchased land area in excess of its
 
building site needs in order to prohibit incompatible
 
land development, to provide open space and
 I 
recreation facilities such as golf, walkways, bike
 
paths, cross country SKi trails, and to insure proper
 
traffic access, drainage, and utility development.
 I 

*	 William H. Whyte, The Last Landscape 
(Garden City, N.Y., Doubleday Pub!., 1968). 
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Joint master planning proceeded. Traffic 
circulation was analyzed resulting in Reserve Street 
being vacated and the Michigan Avenue extension 
constructed. Convenient vehicular circulation is 
now provided to the project area. The north leg of 
the community bikeway system passes through the 
North Campus area, connecting residential 
neighborhoods, major employers, and city and state 
educational facilities. Recognizing recreation needs 
and open space preservation, a "conservancy" 
zoning district was established in 1975. 

Cooperative joint planning by the University 
Campus Planning Committee, the campus 
administration, the Foundation, Mayor, Director of 
Public Works, City Planning Commission, DNR staff 
and Sentry Insurance Company has already 
produced positive actions and construction. In 1977 
Northpoint Drive, Michigan Avenue and Maria 
Drive construction will be complete; thereby 
satisfying long range street needs. Fill material 
needed for proposed land mounding has been stock 
piled. The lake shoreline will be roughly graded. 
Storm water systems are under construction by the 
city. The first aerial photo shows the project site 
and its relation to the Sentry complex. The second 
photo shows a closer view of the project looking 
toward the west. 

The project plan identifies activity zones in the 
park best suited for development and includes a 
concept plan dividing the project lands into 
functional use/access categories (see illustration). 
Development will not have to disturb natural 
amenities. However, there does exist in the 186 acre 
project area several disturbed areas requiring 
immediate attention. They were caused by the lake 
construction, street vacation, land fill and public 
works projects. Fortunately, restoration can be 
directed to benefiting or fulfilling community 
recreation needs. An outstanding feature of this 
project is the opportunity to create a range of active 

I 
and passive activities for all age groups in a 
demand/responsive location. Convenient access is I 
available for all transportation modes. Uniquely, 
this can all be achieved in keeping with the 
preservation of our natural heritage. I 

The University's proposed schedule for project 
implementation is as follows: in 1977 we will Iproceed with the proposed land acquisition 
(estimated market value $50,000). Lake area 
improvements ($30,300) should proceed in 1977 to 
insure stabilization of the lake area excavation. I 

Trail development ($77,700) would be 
undertaken simultaneously with the streetway I
pavement removal and burial of overhead wiring 
($22,000) and the site development and landscaping 
of the abandoned street right-of-way ($37,000). I 

In the 1978 construction season the fitness trail 
($15,300). the building and trail shelters ($47,700), 
tennis courts ($59,600), and park equipment I 
($4,600) e.g. benches, tables, trash stations, signs, 
bike racks, etc., can be provided. Design and 
supervision will be approximately $22,100 for the Iabove work elements proposed to be scheduled over 
the 1977 and 1978 construction seasons. 

I 
The complementing booklet of photographs 

shows the existing conditions of the project area. 
Illustrative artist, Tom Hunt, portrays new Iactivities soon to be available as the proposal is 
implemented. 
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opportunity to escape the noises of our motorized 
environment. 

The unique aesthetir. value of a body of water 
situated in a sr.enic wilderness-like setting attracts 
people who simply enjoy being in such an 
environment. The addition of this lake to the 
Stevens Point r.ommunity will make the community 
a more 8ttractive place to live, as do the lakes of 
Madison, Wisconsin or Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
Family picnics on a Sunday afternoon or a weekday 
evening along with some fishing from the shore will 
provide a special tre8t. 

The woodchip trail, encircling the lake offers a 
one mile walk. The trail meanders through much of 
the woodland surrounding the lake, but at various 
points provides access to the lake. At these points 
people can sit on a bench or on boulders provided 
for this purpose, while absorbing a fresh and new 
view of the lake environs. The island will add to the 
unique scenic experience of the lake. 
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Other smaller man-made lakes exist in the 
Stevens Point area, but do not possess the 
wilderness-like atmosphere nor have their edges 
been vegetatively covered to create a natural 
shoreline appearance. Native trees, shrubs, grasses, 
and wildflowers will be planted on the sandy 
shores. Boulders and stone fences, reminiscent of 
those constructed by the early settlers of this region, 
will be constructed to discourage use of the 
shoreline while the plantings are still small. 

The lake will offer the additional winter 
activities of ice skating and ice fishing. Such 
activities, along with cross country skiing on the 
Schmeeckle Reserve trails, will encourage people to 
venture out into the winter weather and benefit 
from outdoor exercise and fresh air. 

~ 

..oJ 

-""'I 

,,,,j 

.... 

~ 

,C> ~ . '.-r' 

~
 \ .//-, 



The southeast corner of the lake's shoreline will 
not have extensive vegetation. This section of 
shoreline will be reserved for lakeshore activities 
such as picnicing, launching canoes, or just lying in 
the sun. This partitioning of activities will protect 
the natural landscape plantings designed for the 
remainder of the lake's shoreline. A picnic shelter, 
picnic tables, and a boat landing will be located in 
this Rrea. The only vehicular access to the lake will 
direct people to this area and also allow visitors to 
view the lake from a turn-a-round on the one-way 
paved road. 
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