


Fred J. Schmeeckle
(Environmental Prophet)
April 5, 1893 — May 12, 1967

Prafessor Schmeeckle taught at the
University of Wisconsin-Stevens
Point from 1923 to 1959. where he led
the establishment of the first conser-
valion education major in the Uniled
States in 1946. From lhis major. and
with Fred Schmeeckle’s guidance,
evolved the College of Natural
Resources, which today has become a
national center for the studyv of the
environment. His early efforlts were
important in the purchase of much of
the project lands.

Fred Schmeeckle is described today by friends who knew him as “a
great man who saw far ahead of his time. He foresaw depletion of our
natural resources and warned his students about it.” His work in
conservation involved not only the training of professionals but also
making people aware of the problems created by eroding resources.

Among his predictions was his statement that very soon zoning
ordinances in every county would specify certain areas to be set aside
for recreation. The need was paramount, he noted, for recreational
oullets for an exploding population.

Schmeeckle Reserve is named for this man whose vision of the future

portrayed such a place where people of all ages may appreciate the
out-of-doors and may refresh themselves.

Ceramic Mosaic Mural

The College of Nalural Resources Building an the University of
Wisconsin-Slevens Point campus, is scheduled to have the above
mosaic mural applied to an outside wall. Donations of labor and
maoneyv will make this possible. It will measure 53 feet in height
and 150 feet in length. The mural will depict svmbols of the State
ol Wisconsin and of the University.

This artistic eflort is representative of the vigor and commitment
aenerated by the University and community working together. It
also represents Lhe objective of the Schmeeckle Reserve proposal
— the improvement of the relationship between man and nature.
In the instance of the Schmeeckle Reserve it isaneffort to preserve
nature and to use it for man’s enlightenment. In the instance of the
mural it is inlended o beautify man’s environment.
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Joint master planning proceeded. Traffic
circulation was analyzed resulting in Reserve Street
being vacated and the Michigan Avenue extension
constructed. Convenient vehicular circulation is
now provided to the project area. The north leg of
the community bikeway system passes through the
North Campus area, connecting residential
neighborhoods, major employers, and city and state
educational facilities. Recognizing recreation needs
and open space preservation, a “conservancy”
zoning district was established in 1975.

Cooperative joint planning by the University
Campus Planning Committee, the campus
administration, the Foundation, Mayor, Director of
Public Works, City Planning Commission, DNR staff
and Sentry Insurance Company has already
produced positive actions and construction. In 1977
Northpoint Drive, Michigan Avenue and Maria
Drive construction will be complete; thereby
satisfying long range street needs. Fill material
needed for proposed land mounding has been stock
piled. The lake shoreline will be roughly graded.
Storm water systems are under construction by the
city. The first aerial photo shows the project site
and its relation to the Sentry complex. The second
photo shows a closer view of the project looking
toward the west.

The project plan identifies activity zones in the
park best suited for development and includes a
concept plan dividing the project lands into
functional use/access categories (see illustration).
Development will not have to disturb natural
amenities. However, there does exist in the 186 acre
project area several disturbed areas requiring
immediate attention. They were caused by the lake
construction, street vacation, land fill and public
works projects. Fortunately, restoration can be
directed to benefiting or fulfilling community
recreation needs. An outstanding feature of this
project is the opportunity to create a range of active

and passive activities for all age groups in a
demand/responsive location. Convenient access is
available for all transportation modes. Uniquely,
this can all be achieved in keeping with the
preservation of our natural heritage.

The University’'s proposed schedule for project
implementation is as follows: in 1977 we will
proceed with the proposed land acquisition
(estimated market value $50,000). Lake area
improvements ($30,300) should proceed in 1977 to
insure stabilization of the lake area excavation.

Trail development ($77,700) would be
undertaken simultaneously with the streetway
pavement removal and burial of overhead wiring
($22,000) and the site development and landscaping
of the abandoned street right-of-way ($37,000).

In the 1978 construction season the fitness trail
($15,300), the building and trail shelters ($47,700),
tennis courts ($59,600), and park equipment
($4,600) e.g. benches, tables, trash stations, signs,
bike racks, etc., can be provided. Design and
supervision will be approximately $22,100 for the
above work elements proposed to be scheduled over
the 1977 and 1978 construction seasons.

The complementing booklet of photographs
shows the existing conditions of the project area.
Illustrative artist, Tom Hunt, portrays new
activities soon to be available as the proposal is
implemented.
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OBLIQUE VIEW OF PROJECT AREA
LOOKING TOWARD THE WEST



opportunity to escape the noises of our motorized
environment.

The unique aesthetic value of a body of water
situated in a scenic wilderness-like setting attracts
people who simply enjoy being in such an
environment. The addition of this lake to the
Stevens Point community will make the community
a more attractive place to live, as do the lakes of
Madison, Wisconsin or Minneapolis, Minnesota.
Family picnics on a Sunday afternoon or a weekday
evening along with some fishing from the shore will
provide a special treat.

The woodchip trail, encircling the lake offers a
one mile walk. The trail meanders through much of
the woodland surrounding the lake, but at various
points provides access to the lake. At these points
people can sit on a bench or on boulders provided
for this purpose, while absorbing a fresh and new
view of the lake environs. The island will add to the
unique scenic experience of the lake.
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Other smaller man-made lakes exist in the
Stevens Point area, but do not possess the
wilderness-like atmosphere nor have their edges
been vegetatively covered to create a natural
shoreline appearance. Native trees, shrubs, grasses,
and wildflowers will be planted on the sandy
shores. Boulders and stone fences, reminiscent of
those constructed by the early settlers of this region,
will be constructed to discourage use of the
shoreline while the plantings are still small.

The lake will offer the additional winter
activities of ice skating and ice fishing. Such
activities, along with cross country skiing on the
Schmeeckle Reserve trails, will encourage people to
venture out into the winter weather and benefit
from outdoor exercise and fresh air.



The southeast corner of the lake’s shoreline will
not have extensive vegetation. This section of
shoreline will be reserved for lakeshore activities
such as picnicing, launching canoes, or just lying in
the sun. This partitioning of activities will protect
the natural landscape plantings designed for the
remainder of the lake’s shoreline. A picnic shelter,
picnic tables, and a boat landing will be located in
this area. The only vehicular access to the lake will
direct people to this area and also allow visitors to
view the lake from a turn-a-round on the one-way
paved road.
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