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Welcome, GRETCHEN, to LEAF!

The LEAF Program at the Wisconsin Center for Environmental Education Z UW-Stevens Point welcomes our
newest staff member, Gretchen Marshall, Forestry and Outdoor Education Specialist. Her primary

responsibilities are providing consultation on the developmAT & AT A AAT ET EOOOAOQEI T 1 O OA
programs, providing professional development training, promoting and coordinating Wisconsin nature center and '
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Gretchen grew up in Hancock, Wisconsin. As a high school student, she developed an appreciation for school
forests and environmental education while participating in the Tri-County school forest program. She went on to
receive her B.S. in Biology Education and Natural Resource Management with an Emphasis in Environmental
Education from UW-Stevens Point. She is currently working on completing a Masters in Environmental Education
from UW-Stevens Point.

Previously, Gretchen taught high school biology, human anatomy and physiology and AP Biology for the Black River Falls school district for 6
years. There she was chairperson of the School Forest Advisory Committee and led the development of their school forest program while also
advising the high school science club. Gretchen enjoys traveling, fishing, gardening, and reading. The LEAF Program encourages you to contact
Gretchen with any school forest and outdoor education-related inquiries. We are very pleased to have her on board 7 please join us in welcoming
her to LEAF! Gretchen can be reached at Gretchen.Marshall@uwsp.edu and 715.346.2633.

Mercer School District Celebrates School Forest GRAND OPENING

The Mercer School District held an official grand opening of the Carol Hanneman Mercer School Forest on Monday, October 20, 2008. The
entire district, including students, teachers, administrators, natural resource professionals, and community members were in attendance for the
big ribbon cutting ceremony. High school students involved with the forest led tours for community members
interested in the forest and its educational opportunities, and provided information on the construction of the new
environmental learning center and composting toilet.

Land for the school forest property was acquired by the school district in 1962 from Iron County. A school forest
management plan was created in 1995 and an education plan in 2007, and since then many students have been
involved with the educational program development of the school forest. Students have created educational signs
that highlight the flora and fauna within the forest, maintained the trail system, constructed an environmental
learning center, created a field guide booklet, built bat houses, designed an informational brochure about
composting toilets, and worked to manage the natural resources on the property. If you would like more information on the Carol Hanneman
Mercer School Forest, please contact Jennifer Varsik at jvarsik@mercer.k12.wi.us .
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2008 Wisconsin SCHOOL FOREST AWARDS

On October 31%, the LEAF Program recognized the following individuals for their exceptional commitment to Wisconsin school forests at the 2008
Wisconsin Association for Environmental Education (WAEE) conference:

Teacher: Amery Outdoor Education Committee
Nominator: Oralee Schock

(rhe Amery Outdoor Education Committee has been hard at work establishing th
school forest to enhaa@nd expand environmental education opportunities for the
students. This committee has organized weekend-afeaassions, obtained funding
through grants and other various sources, and completed a school forest educati
plan for the district. The owleted education plan allowed for district faculty to '
experience the school forest and the number of school field trips doubled as a re§
The Amery Outdoor Education Committee has also gotten the students involved &
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Community Member:; Ms. Janet Moore

. Gretchen Marshall, LEAF Forestry and Outdoor
Nominator: Scott Brown

Education Specialist (left) with Janet Moore, Community

. ) ) Member awardee (second from left), and the Amery
Gsince 2006 Janet Moore has been a tireless leader and community and parent V(  outdoor Education Committee, Teacher awardee.

in the McFarland School Forest. She has helped develop a sdsighinagement

plan, completed a school forest education plan, organized professional development opportunities for teachers, workedsivelsgecies at
the forest, supervised community work days, repaired trails, and facilitated school anaicpeancational activities at the forest. Janet has
mobilized volunteers to restore the property for use as an educational resource where students and community menjbgrsemadserd
learn together about nature and where environmental educatidd take place in a natural settig.

School Administrator: Mr. Larry Mancl
Nominator: Anthony Marinack

r. Mancl developed the environmental education program for tBedmty Area School District. In 1992, Larry

assumed the position Bhvironmental Education Coordinator for the district. Throughout his years there he trained high
school students to be counselors or teachers to ott@t gfade students while on their field trips to the school forest,

took his counselors to various fewsences so they could demonstrate the impact youth have in solving environmental
problems, and encouraged student research at the school forest. Since the beginning of the program, over 100 studen
have worked as environmental education counselors atlio®| forest. Mr. Mancl also serves as a resource to help

other school districts establish innovative school forest programs. With any school forest program, administrative
support is vital to the success of a program.

Resource Professional: Mr. Steve Grant
Nominator: Kristi Hawk

(s the Wood County Forester, Steve has been a phenomenal resource professional for the Port Edwards School Dis
in their attempts to build a school forest program. For over the past 10 years, Steve has helpeanessaitigtister

their school forest management plan. Steve has also been instrumental in helping the school district of Nekoosa in
managing their school forest. His knowledge and expertise have been an invaluable resource to other personnel in the
districtwhen it comes to their school forest. Steve has been generous to volunteer in assisting student activities and is
eager to share his knowledge and connect with people in a way that many professionals dcedartable

Tips for a Successful School Forest Education Plan
By Cindy Damrow, DC Everest School Forest Director

In developing an exemplary forest education plan for the D.C. Everest Schools, educators in our district found LEAF workshops to
be a springboard for curriculum development in environmental education across all grade levels. LEAF has conducted workshops
at the district's school forest for teachers in Grades K-5. Many of the principles introduced in LEAF have found their way into the
middle and high school environmental curriculums as well.

We've used LEAF as a catalyst for environmental education curriculum writing across all grade levels. It helps to be selective in choosing what
meets district benchmarks z then truly make it your own by adapting and "working it" intensively through field testing. It is no secret that we have
written over 100 lessons for our elementary environmental programs. What may not be known is that we have re-written most of those lessons
and activities at least two to three times after teaching them over the last five years! (continued . . .)



The staff at the D.C. Everest School Forest feels that this is what creates a site-specific quality environmental education program. This approach
has fostered programs at our school forest that have been showcased by others. One example is our Maple Sugaring Program for Grade 4. With
its roots in forest sustainability, this program also teaches the photosynthesis process, tree identification, and the history of syrup making in

Wisconsin, while immersing students in the maple-syrup production process.

Good starting points for the D.C. Everest School Forest program were the principles defined in LEAF. Eventually, our curriculum became uniquely
our own, one that really cannot be taught on any other site or any other classroom. We encourage you to do the same for your district.

Forestry education has been important to our district as we service a large rural area where the
majority of our students use the county and state forests that surround us. They are very familiar with
the wildlife and plant life of Burnett County and our 40 acre forest supports these species of wildlife
and plant life from the county; in addition, we have a pond and wetlands that support vegetation that
are essential for quality groundwater and habitat diversity.

Forestry education has been a joint effort between the administration, school board, a committee of
primary, middle, and high school teachers, the local DNR foresters, and members of local groups and

WEBSTER School Forest Highlight
By Doug Plath, Webster School District 6" Grade Educator

civic organizations. Many of the ideas have been generated from inservice workshops, science conventions and summer programs,
professional science newsletters, and units written up by the "science" and "outdoor" lovers on our staff.

( A O Adverviel of some of the projects and opportunitiesx A8 OA DOAOAT OAA QI

W

®N ow

School Forest Camp-A-Thon - Teams of 1-4 students with 1 adult camp overnight at the school forest. There is a community dinner,

campfire, stories, songs, and treats.

Webster School Awareness Days - Educational classes open to all classes and the public for learning outdoor education projects and

activities.
Hiking/Nature trails - Two trails for walking and also cross-country skiing in the winter.

Identification sites - Informational signs written/ constructed by elementary students for learning the species of trees on the school

forest.

Walkway - Constructed across the sedge keg area to link the trails (constructed by the high school tech/ed construction class)

Outdoor pit toilet facility - Also constructed by the tech/ed constructiuon class.
Osprey nesting platform/Wildlife Pond (50' x 150") - Built in cooperation with the WI DNR

Timber sales - Coordinated with DNR and a management plan to regulate the timber at the school forest and a red pine plantation

planted by students in 1939.
LEAF School Forest In-Service - Teacher in-service to present the goals and objectives for the school forest education
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grim, as trees often bounce back, although it can take years.

This fall, the leaves held on as long as the surrounding healthy sugar UAAGO ET
maples, although the branches on top and at the ends are suffering SEOAAB
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of background on our tree and information on winter stress, check
out our last issue of the LEAFlet.
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but some branches at the top are pretty scraggly-looking. For a bit Trailridge Middle School
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NEWS to ponder. ..

1 Have You Had Your Daily Green?
Study from Scotland linking health to green space: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/health/7714950.5tm

1 Going Out on a Limb with a Tree-Person Ratio
A story about studying how many trees/person in the world. Always fun to be able to throw a number around :
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyld=96758439

Upcoming LEAF COURSES/WORKSHOPS

NRES 740:

Forestry Education in the Wisconsin K-12 Classroom Workshop with Outdoor Activities
December5& 6 LACROSSE DEADLINE Extended spaces stillavailable!

Explore the history, issues, values, and activities in forestry in Wisconsin with this workshop on Forestry Education in the classroom and beyond. This

workshop highlights principles, activities, and techniques for teaching the K-12 studentaboO O OEA Ei BT OOAT AA 1T £ 7EOQAIT T O
ecological, economic,and social aspects of forestry in Wisconsin. Participants receive a unit of the LEAF Wisconsin K-12 Forestry Lesson Guide and

additional forestry-related education materials. This classroom and site based workshop is designed for K- 12 classroom teachers pursuing new skills

and methodologies needed to teach their students about forestry. The materials fee is $25. Watch our website for registration information.

Limited Scholarships for Graduate Credit Available!

You may take this workshop for 1 graduate credit as NRES 740. An additional assignment of creating a strategic plan to implementing LEAF lessons in

your classroom is REQUIRED. The first ten people to register for credit will receive a scholarship. The scholarship covers all but $100 of the credit cost.

To qualify you MUST indicate your intention to earn credit on the attached registration form. You will then be contactedtosOAT EO AT AAAEOE

AOAAEOS OACEOOOA Ok tost éf thdyraddaheltiedk ithoui th& schokarshipds $357.02

LEAF/PLT Spring 2009 Workshops

LEAF} LEAF and Project Learning Tree (PLT) are teaming up to give you the most comprehensive training and materials about
WN forests out there. We are planning workshops in three locations for Spring 2009. These workshops will introduce you to

AT OE , %! & AT A 0,4 | AOAOE Adas@il gréai nfatdriald to usednlydiir cldssxodtt x EOE COAA

’PROJECT Y- Our tentative locations are: Black River Falls, McFarland, Milwaukee. 7 A8 OA OOEI 1T x1 OEET I 6C¢
LEARNING
{TREE the LEAF website for more information about fees and dates as it is available.

Online course

NRES 405/743: Human Influence on Wisconsin Forests
February 16 - March 27, 2009 Registration now open

Forests are an important component of Wisconsin. Presently, forests cover 46% of the state. They provide habitat for wildlife, recreation
opportunities for residents and visitors, and a basis for a major part of Wisconsin's economy. Our forests benefit each of us through protection of
Wisconsin's air and water quality, their aesthetic beauty, and the products they provide. As our population continues to grow and the demands on
our forests increase, Wisconsin citizens will need to play an active role in sustaining our forests as ecosystems and as part of human systems. To do
this, our citizens need the knowledge and skills to make decisions. This course was developed based on the concepts that Wisconsin forest
stakeholders felt students should know about Wisconsin's forests by the time they graduate from high school.

Instructor: Pat Marinac

Credits and Fees: 1 undergrad credit $237.29* (includes $20 tech fee) OR 1 grad credit $377.02* (includes $20 tech fee)

*Scholarships available to the first 15 registrants! Scholarship recipients will only pay $100 forf tieecostdit. Scholarship will cover
$137.29/$277.02.

Registration: NRES 405/743 FORM (pdf)

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact: UWSP Continuing Education Customer Service at 800-898-9472 or by email at
uwspextension@uwsp.edu OR Angela Lemar, alemar@uwsp.edu (715) 346-3854
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Ecological Restoration Institute for K-12 Teachers

July 6-10, 2009 UW-Stevens Point
LEAF and the WCEE are partnering with Earth Partnership for Schools (EPS) at the UW Arboretum to host a one-week training on how schools
can involve students in ecological restoration. Participants will learn about cultural and natural history through hands-on restoration activities and
inquiry-based research opportunities, while exploring how to restore native sites on school grounds and school forests. EPS has been training
teachers to create outdoor classrooms since 1991. We are partnering with EPS to offer a special professional development opportunity to K-12
teachers in Central Wisconsin. More details including application materials will be available in early 2009.

FROM THE CENTER:
Wisconsin Center for Environmental Education (WCEE)

ONLINE: Spring 2008 Environmental Education

Please note these courses are open to the public, including students enrolled in the Masters in Environmental Education program at UW-Stevens
Point. For registration materials please contact: Angela Lemar, 715-346-3854, alemar@uwsp.edu or Tim Byers, 715-346-4176, tbyers@uwsp.edu

1 NRES310/ EE Teaching Methods 1cr 1 NRES610 Teaching About the Environ. Outdoors  1cr
" NRES358/558 Biodiversity & Conservation Biology 1cr T NRES743 Human Influence on Wisconsin Forests  1cr
1 NRES610 Applied EE Program Evaluation 3cr 1 WATR750 Water Resources in Society 1cr
NRES 610 Fundamentals of EE/Readings in EE 3cr
B 1)1 December Courses
‘ For more information visit the KEEP Professional Development listing.
NRES 730 Energy Education in the Classroom NRES 732 Doable Renewables: Renewable Energy
Attendance at all class meetidgtes per location required. Education in the Classroom
91 Clintonville: December1, 3, &6 Attendance at all class meeting dates per location required.
1 LacCrosse: December 2, 4, & 6 1  Mequon: December1, 3, &6
1  Burlington: December 3, 6, & 9 1 Neenah: Decembers, 6, &7

1  Milwaukee: December g, 11, & 13
NRES 734 School Building Energy Efficiency Education
Attendance at all class meeting dates per location required.
1  Appleton: December 2, 4, 9, & 10 (Appleton
Area School District Teachers ONLY)

Interesting Opportunities for You
Q& eenWorksd Grants through PLT

Project Learning Tree is generously providing GreenWorks grants of up to $1,000 for schools and educators to develop pollinator gardens -- the

deadline is 12/1!! Find out more information here: http://www.plt.org/cms/pages/21 22 21.html

Halfpenny Wildlife Tracking Skills Workshop

This December, North Lakeland Discovery Center is hosting two Wildlife Tracking Skills Workshop conducted by nationally renowned Dr. James
Halfpenny of Gardner, Montana. This workshop is great for wildlife professionals, students, or anyone who is interested in learning more about
tracking. The first training on Dec 3rd and 4th is mainly for wildlife professionals and the second is on Dec 6" and 7th which is mainly for the
general public. Contact Anna Cellar, NLDC Program Director and Timber Wolf Alliance Coordinator at North Lakeland Discovery Center:

(715) 543-2085, anna@discoverycenter.net or on the web at www.discoverycenter.net

Join the EE in Wisconsin School Directory!

VWL LN EE in Wisconsin is a new web site designed with you in mind. Not only does it organize Wisconsin's environmental

education organizations, events, resources, grants, and opportunities so you can find them easily....it is also a great

place to showcase your school's environmental education successes!

Do your students recycle or work to conserve water? Does your school have a pollinator garden or nature trail? Cioés yolirséhd A OAOA O,
through special aitities or field tripsiPso, EE in Wisconsin wants to feature your programs in the Environmental Education School Directory. TO
JOIN:EOOO ¢i OEA O guinbebinwikcehdn.o@ARAERAT ERE OEA O! AA . Ax 3AEIT16 AOOOIT 8
spellcheck) your information before posting it, use the School Profile Template (http://eeinwisconsin.org/Files/eewi/2008/SchoolTemplate.doc).
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... Environmental Education Online Courses offered through UW-Stevens Point
To learn more about these coursest the course web sitettp://www.uwsp.edu/natres/eetap/
To learn more about EETAP visit the EETAP websitp:Atvww.eetap.org/

9 Applied Environmental Education Program Evaluation  NEW COURSE!
February 27 May 1 Making EE Relevant for Culturally Diverse Audiences

9 Fundamentals of Environmental Education FULL FOR SPRING SEMESTER
February 2 Z April 24

Fourth Grade Arbor Day Free Tree Application
Deadline: March 14th, 2009 Order online at http://dnr.wi.gov/forestry/Nursery/Order/arborday-order.asp

Forest Appreciation Week Writing ContestzO- U & AOT OEOA 4 O0AA®G

4AAAEAOOh EO0G0 O BihAnnGal Fores¥appteEidiiehivae® WritikgiCont@$! Ancourage your students to prepare a short

AOGOAU 10 PI AT 11 OEEO UAnkddthedestibn jouk tlassth-ow statedideicadesdily Mardd @, 20896 Authors of
the top three entries will be honored at a ceremony at the State Capitol! The top 12 authors will be featured in the 2010 Arbor Day-Earth Day
#Al AT AAO ATA T1T OEA 7%$.2860 EEAGO xAAOEOAh %%+A

Contest guidelines are available online at http://dnr.wi.gov/forestry/UF/awareness/arborwriting.htm Enter early and win! The first 100 teachers

OEAO AT OAO OEEO UAAOS8O xOEOET ¢ Ab4 OR OOAIx ET B | 6Ol Adiec@d youh gaBidpiGh arld £ * A
are excited to show in this small way, our thanks to you for your encouragement of students to write about our tree and forest resource. Teachers

of the three state winners will receive scholarships for both a LEAF workshop and Project Learning Tree (PLT) workshop plus additional classroom

supplies. Official contest packets will be mailed in late January.

Paying Attention??

You could wirour next drawingby correctly answering the following question bpecember 12th
Q. Inthe article Going Out on a Limb with a Tree-Person Ratio, scientists report there are approximately how many trees per person on earth? Let

us know at leaf @uwsp.edu.

Congratulations to the winner of ouFALL2008 Quiz Contest Ann Hoernke St. Mary Central Science Teacher
The question was: In the article, Environmental Education Gets the Green Light, a key House committee blessed a bill that would provide
money to help states develop . The answer: fienvironmental lessons and train teachers to deliver them.o

Annd 3me was chosen from a random drawing of all correct answers submitted. Her prize is a LAB-AIDS® Inc. Dendrochronology Tree Ring
Dating Kit. Thanks to all our quiz contestants. ! T Ox AO OEEO EOOOASO NOEU Al OOAAOI U AT A UT O EQG

Forest Ed Funnies
Real Life Hum Orous Stories from the Classroom

Tell Us a Story! Win Something Fun!

7A ET1T x EEAO AOA 1 AAOT aadthg ouhddors. ONGd we KadvAehche &rd uding LEAEItoeA® O O

them. Well, we want to hear your stories and learn about the fun! Send us your stories, and pictures, if you have some

(with student permissions),and UT 0811 AA AT OAOAA ET 1 OO0AAMetudalibtC £ O A T WY
(http://www.acornnaturalists.com/) which has resources for the trail and classroom. You could be our next winner! Just send your story to:
leaf@uwsp.edu

New RESOURCIEamily-Oriented Outdoor Education Opportunities

LEAVE NO FAMILY INSIDE (LNFI) (5MB pdf)

compiled by Karen Dostal, Boston School Forest Director and

Emily Hill, Leave No Family Inside Project Consultant

A new activity guide is available for outdoor educators. Developed by Karen Dostal and Emily Hill, the LNFI guide includes
sustainability education and environmentally based low-impact activities. Individual LNFI programs include Leave No Trace
Family CampQuesting and Geocaching for Famjil@®ssCountry Skiing for Familj@zamily Snowshoe Adventyead Earth
Day CelebratiarCheck it out!
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Wisconsin Environmental Education Board (WEEB) Announces 2009-2010

S HER 2 Environmental Education Grant Program

The Wisconsin Environmental Education Board (WEEB), located at the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point, is seeking proposals for the 2009-
2010 grant cycle. The Board anticipates awarding $85,000 for general environmental education grants, $190,000 for forestry grants, $190,000 for
school forest grants, and $38,000 for energy education grants.

Projects must be designed for Wisconsin residents (any age) and assist learners in achieving the goals of environmental education (EE). Public and
nonpublic educational institutions, all units of government, and corporations (nonprofit, nonstock) are eligible for WEEB grants.

For more information on WEEB and the grant application process please visit the WEEB website: http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/weeb/grant-
program/index.htm

Congratulations to WAEE Awardees!

On October 31, 2008 the Wisconsin Association for Environmental Education recognized the following individuals for their contributions to
environmental education in Wisconsin. LEAF joins in congratulating them and we thank them for their contributions to LEAF, as well.

Pat Arndt, recipient of the WAEE Formal Educator of the Year award, is one of the most enthusiastic and committed
teachers in the state today. He is a leader in his classroom, school, and the state. He has taken a leadership role in engaging his
students and school district in Green and Healthy School, school forest, KEEP, LEAF, and environmental science. Pat s also a
LEAF adjunct faculty member.

Sunshine Buchholz, recipient of the WAEE NonZormal Educator of the Year award, has developed and coordinated a
number of innovative and important resources and tools for the Wisconsin environmental education community including the
Wisconsin Environmental Science Course Framework, the inaugural Environmental Science Teacher Summit, the EE in
Wisconsin website, the Wisconsin Forestree website,anT T Z 1 ET A 0 O AkBy, abdi BAF |&fonBRided Subshire is an
Environmental Education Specialist with WCEE as well as a former LEAF staff member.

Interesting Online Resources

1 National EE Week: www.eeweek.org/ 9 Forest Service Urban Connections:

1 Kids Ecology Corp: www.kidsecologycorps.org/ http://www.fs.fed.us/rg/urbanconnections/

1 TreesForever: www.treesforever.org/ T Natural Inquirer Urban Treehouse

9 Tree Trust: www.treetrust.org/ http://www.naturalinquirer.org/urban-treehouse-v-

1 Alliance for Community Trees: actrees.org/site/index.php 31.html#Milwaukee

9 Invasive Plants Association of Wisconsin: www.ipaw.org/ 1 American Forests: Resources for Teachers:

1 Sustainable Woods Association: www.sustainablewoods.net/ http://www.americanforests.org/resources/kids/a_tree for e

9 Urban Greening: www.ecoig.com/urbangreening/ very child/

T Wisconsin Family Forests: 1  Check-out this database - county and state forest statistics:
www.sustainablewoods.net/NetworkGroup.aspx?GrouplD=14 http://dnr.wi.gov/forestry/SmartForestry/toolbox/data_tabda
&GroupPage=1 tasp

T Community Forestry Resource Center: I Arbor Day Resources for Landowners:

http://www.arborday.org/backyardwoods/

www.forestrycenter.org/headlines.cfm
1  Family Forest Alliance:
www.dovetailinc.org/familyforestsalliance.html

* * *% * *% *% * *% * * *% *% *
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