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When will Spring blossom? Soon. And LEAF has many upcoming opportunities for spring learning.  If you find yourself itching to take the 

kids outside ɀ there are plenty of LEAF lessons waiting to be implemented and spring is especially full of wonder and growth.  Check out the LEAFlet 
for news, ideas, opportunities, and connections! 
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Welcome, CHRIS, to LEAF! 
The LEAF Program at the Wisconsin Center for Environmental Education ɀ UW-Stevens Point welcomes our newest 
staff member, Chris Kuntz, Program Associate.  Chris was an Alaskan Forester for five years with the US Forest 
Service and Ketchikan Pulp Company, an Urban Forester for the city of Minot, ND for 15+ years, is the mother of 
quadruplets, and an elementary teacher. She has attended a variety of institutions: the University of Wisconsin ɀ 
Madison, University of North Dakota- Grand Forks, University of North Dakota- Fargo, and Minot State University. 
Chris loves life and the outdoor world around her. She is a nurturer who loves to see people, plants, and ideas grow 
from seeds through a full and ÖÁÒÉÅÄ ÌÉÆÅȢ  #ÈÒÉÓȭ ÐÒÉÍÁÒÙ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÉÌÉÔÉÅÓ ÁÔ ,%!& ÁÒÅ ÁÓÓÉÓÔÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ 
development coordination, workshop assistance and general program assistance.  She can be reached at 
Chris.Kuntz@uwsp.edu and 715.346.2633. 

 
 

 

GOODMAN School Forest Highlight  
By Gretchen Marshall, LEAF Forestry and Outdoor Education Specialist 

 
A generous donor within the Goodman area understands the educational value that school forests 
provide to students. The monetary donation received by the school district will allow the school forest 
program in Goodman to set a solid foundation and soar to incredible heights. The students are very 
fortunate ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÓÕÃÈ Á ÃÁÒÉÎÇ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȢ )Î &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙȟ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÓÔÒÉÃÔȭÓ ÓÔÁÆÆ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÁÎ ÉÎ-service 
opportunity provided by LEAF. The deep freeze of January broke and the beautiful, sunny, 30-degree 
day felt like a heat wave! During the in-service, the teachers had a great time snowshoeing and 

participating in activities at each school forest site. They were able to see how math, language arts, social 
studies, art, physical education and science lessons can all be facilitated at the school forest. 
  
The Goodman-Armstrong Creek School district is fortunate to have 3 parcels of land registered as school 
forests. One of those parcels dates back to 1928 and it is one of oldest school forest in the state of Wisconsin. 
The Goodman area in Northern Wisconsin has a rich history tied to its forest resources, and those resources 
still provide support to their community today. 
  

Ȱ+ÅÅÐ Á ÇÒÅÅÎ ÔÒÅÅ ÉÎ ÙÏÕÒ ÈÅÁÒÔ ÁÎÄ 
perhaps the singing bird will come.ȱ 

-- Chinese proverb 

 

http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/leaf
mailto:leaf@uwsp.edu
mailto:Chris.Kuntz@uwsp.edu


 
 
 
 

,%!&ȭÓ Annual FIELD DAY is June 17th!   

*ÏÉÎ ,%!& ÆÏÒ Á ÄÁÙ ÏÆ ÏÕÔÄÏÏÒ ÆÕÎȦ  4ÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÔÈÅÍÅ ÉÓ Ȱ3ÃÈÏÏÌ &ÏÒÅÓÔÓ ÁÎÄ /ÕÔÄÏÏÒ #ÌÁÓÓÒÏÏÍÓȱ.  Invitations 

will be sent out this spring ɀ so watch your mailbox.  Be part of this great opportunity to learn, network, and have fun! 
This event is open to anyone who has taken a LEAF workshop.  
 
!Ô ÒÉÇÈÔȟ Á ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÉÎÇ ÉÎ ,%!&ȭÓ ΨΦΦέ &ÉÅÌÄ $ÁÙ ÒÉÄÅÓ ÈÉÇÈ ÉÎ Á ȰÃÈÅÒÒÙ ÐÉÃËÅÒȱȢ  4ÈÅ ÔÈÅÍÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÅÁÒ ×ÁÓ ÇÅÔÔÉÎÇ 
to know the forests outside your back door. Participants experienced hands-on activities that explored the benefits of 
community forests and how to keep them healthy. 

 
 

 
2009 High School Conference on the Environment:  

Our Changing Forests: Challenges and Opportunities for Wisconsin's Students  
 

,%!& ÉÓ ÃÏÏÒÄÉÎÁÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÃÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅȢ  
Tentatively, the conference will be held on Wednesday, November 18

th
, 2009.  Stay tuned for more information. 

 

 

LEAF/PLT Spring 2009 Workshops  
 

LEAF and Project Learning Tree (PLT) are teaming up to give you the most comprehensive training and materials about 
forests out there. Here's your chance to get the award winning Project Learning Tree PreK-8 Activity Guide and WisconsiÎȭÓ 
own LEAF lesson guide in one workshop. If you are interested in helping K-12 students understand the incredible value of 

forests, this classroom-based workshop is for you. The workshop teaches key principles, activities, and techniques to 
easily integrate environmental education into your classroom.  You will receive the Project Learning Tree PreK-8 Activity 
Guide and a grade-specific unit of the LEAF Wisconsin K-12 Forestry Lesson guÉÄÅȟ ÁÌÏÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ,%!&ȭÓ 7ÉÌÄÌÁÎÄ &ÉÒÅ ÁÎÄ 
Urban Forest lesson guides.  Return your registration soon as there are a limited number of seats in each workshop. 

PLEASE NOTE:  Each workshop runs Friday (4:30pm - 8:30pm) through Saturday (8am-4:30pm). 
 
Please refer to the flyer/registration form (pdf) for the town nearest you:  
MADISON: March 13th and 14th (PDF)         BLACK RIVER FALLS: March 27th and March 28th (PDF)         BURLINGTON: April 3rd and 4th (PDF) 
 
For more information:  
Contact LEAF at 715-346-4956 or leaf@uwsp.edu or www.uwsp.edu/cnr/leaf OR Contact PLT at 608-264-6280 or dnrpltwildwet@wisconsin.gov  
 
Limited Scholarships for Graduate Credit Available! 
 Thanks to a generous grant through the WEEB (Wisconsin Environmental 
Education Board) you may take this workshop for 1 graduate credit as NRES 740. 
An additional assignment including teaching a LEAF or PLT lesson and creating a 
strategic plan for implementing LEAF and PLT lessons in your classroom is 
REQUIRED for graduate credit.  
 

 

NEW!  LEAF Mini-Workshop Opportunity!  Saturday, April 25th 8:30 am to Noon 

 
Join LEAF for a mini-workshop (3.5 hours) in conjunction with "In Celebration of Trees" April 25th. 
If you are interested in helping K-ΧΨ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÃÒÅÄÉÂÌÅ ÖÁÌÕÅ ÏÆ 7ÉÓÃÏÎÓÉÎȭÓ ÆÏÒÅÓÔÓ ɀ both urban and rural - 
,%!&ȭÓ ÃÌÁÓÓÒÏÏÍ-based workshop offers you this opportunity! Our workshop teaches you key principles, activities and 
techniques to easily integrate forestry education into your classroom. As a participant, you will receive a grade-specific unit 
of our highly-regarded LEAF Wisconsin K-12 Forestry Lesson guide and additional forestry-related education materials.  
BOERNER BOTANICAL GARDENS (pdf) 
 

Saturday, April 25th 8:30 am to Noon 
Location: Boerner Botanical Gardens, Hales Corner, WI  /   Instructor: Sarah Gilbert   
Materials Fee: $25   DEADLINE: April 10, 2009 

* The first ten people to register for credit will receive a 
scholarship towards the cost of the credit. The cost of the 

credit for those receiving the scholarship is $30. The cost of 
the graduate credit without the scholarship is $357.02. 

 

UUPPCCOOMMIINNGG  LLEEAAFF  LLEEAARRNNIINNGG  OOPPPPOORRTTUUNNIITTIIEESS  

http://dnr.wi.gov/org/caer/ce/pltwild/plt.htm
http://www.plt.org/cms/pages/21_21_10.html
http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/leaf/educators/lg_original.aspx
http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/leaf/Adobe/Madisonflyer.pdf
http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/leaf/Adobe/BlackRiverFallsflyer.pdf
http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/leaf/Adobe/Burlington%20flyer.pdf
mailto:leaf@uwsp.edu
http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/leaf
mailto:dnrpltwildwet@wisconsin.gov
http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/weeb/
http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/weeb/
http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/weeb/
http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/leaf/educators/courses_740.aspx
http://www.boernerbotanicalgardens.org/support/e4-10.html
http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/leaf/Adobe/4HourWorkshops/WehrSp09.pdf
http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/leaf/AboutLeaf/staff_instructors.aspx#Sarah_Gilbert


NRES 740: Forestry Education in the  
Wisconsin K-12 Classroom Workshop with Outdoor Activities  
 
Eager to teach your students the critical thinking skills they need using a topic that relates to the world right outside their door?  If you are 
interested in helping K-ΧΨ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÃÒÅÄÉÂÌÅ ÖÁÌÕÅ ÏÆ 7ÉÓÃÏÎÓÉÎȭÓ forests ɀ both urban and rural - ,%!&ȭÓ ÃÌÁÓÓÒÏÏÍ-based 
workshop offers you this opportunity! Our workshop teaches you key principles, activities and techniques to easily integrate forestry education 
into your classroom. As a participant, you will receive a grade-specific unit of our highly-regarded LEAF Wisconsin K-12 Forestry Lesson guide and 
additional forestry-related education materials.  PLEASE NOTE:  Each workshop runs the first day, 4:30pm - 8:30pm through the second day, 
8am-4:30pm 
 

MARCH 2009 
RICE LAKE (pdf) 
Fri, March 20 & Sat, March 21 
Rice Lake High School, 30 S 
Wisconsin, Rice Lake 
Instructor: Sally Ellingboe 
Registration: $25 materials fee*  
Deadline: MARCH 6, 2009 
 

APRIL 2009 
NECEDAH (pdf) 
Fri, April 3 & Sat, April 4 
Necedah National Wildlife Refuge, 
W7996 20th St W, Necedah 
Instructor: Mike Johnson 
Registration: $25 materials fee*   
Deadline: MARCH 20, 2009 

AUGUST 2009 
SHEBOYGAN (pdf) 
Mon, August 10 & Tue, August 11 
Maywood Environmental Park, 
3615 Mueller Rd, Sheboygan 
Instructor: Pat Arndt 
Registration: $25 materials fee*   
Deadline: JULY 27, 2009 

You may take this workshop for 1 graduate credit as NRES 740 for $100! An additional assignment including teaching a LEAF lesson and creating a 
strategic plan for implementing LEAF lessons in your classroom is REQUIRED.  
 

 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  

Ecological Restoration Institute for K-12 Teachers 
July 6-10, 2009   UW-Stevens Point 

 
LEAF and the Wisconsin Center for Environmental Education are 
teaming up with the Earth Partnership for Schools program to offer the 
Central Wisconsin EPS Institute. We are looking for teams of two (2) to 
four (4) teachers per school who will spend a week with us learning how 
to use ecological restoration as a teaching tool.  

 
The process of restoring a native ecosystem is an exciting, real-life project that spirals through the 
curriculum from kindergarten through twelfth grade and includes many disciplines such as science, math, 
social studies, language arts, and related arts. At the Central Wisconsin institute, special emphasis will be placed on woodland restoration, 
although any ecosystem can be restored using the EPS model.  Two graduate credits will be offered from UW-Stevens Point. Participants will 
receive scholarships to cover the cost of those credits. The estimated total value of the credits is $772. (Subject to change.) 
 
For more information about the institute and the requirements we ask of you and your school, please see the application materials. Application 
materials are HERE.  Contact Chris at LEAF for more information. ckuntz@uwsp.edu 
 
#ÁÎȭÔ ÍÁËÅ ÉÔ ÔÏ 3ÔÅÖÅÎÓ 0ÏÉÎÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÄÁÔÅÓȩ /ÔÈÅÒ ÉÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÅÓ ÁÒÅ being held at locations around Wisconsin: 

 
Á Fox Cities N.E.W.: Cofrin Center for Biodiversity, UW-Green Bay and  
 Fallen Timbers Environmental Center      July 27 ɀ 31 

Á Milwaukee: Urban Ecology Center       August 10 ɀ 14 

Á Northern WI: Northern Great Lakes Visitor Center, Ashland   June 15 ɀ 19 

Á Southwest WI: Kickapoo Area Schools, Viola     August 10 ɀ14 

Á Western WI: River Falls         August 3 ɀ 6 

  
 

  

Teachers ponder restoration 
decisions at a 2008 EPS Institute 

http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/leaf/educators/courses-740.shtml
http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/leaf/educators/courses-740.shtml
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http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/leaf/Adobe/740/NecedahN740Sp09.pdf
http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/leaf/AboutLeaf/staff_instructors.aspx#Mike_Johnson
http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/leaf/Adobe/740/MaywoodNR740Sm09.pdf
http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/leaf/AboutLeaf/staff_instructors.aspx#Pat_Arndt
http://uwarboretum.org/eps/
http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/leaf/Adobe/CentralWIEPSInstituteapplication.pdf
mailto:ckuntz@uwsp.edu


 

 

Southern Door Students Learn about Timber Harvesting at their School Forest 
On a cold, windy and snowy day in December 2008, about 280 students and their teachers from Southern Door County elementary, middle and 
high schools learned firsthand in their school forest about the important roll that harvesting plays in keeping forests healthy. Led by WDNR 
Foresters Chris Plzak and Bill Ruff, students from 4th and 5th grades, Ecology, Agriculture and Wood Working classes learned, in kid-friendly 
terms, about the importance of wood products in their daily lives and the needs and benefits of periodic harvesting. They also witnessed the 
cutting of an aspen stand in their forest using high tech and very expensive equipment.  
  
The harvested areas in the forest will provide additional learning opportunities for years to come as students and teachers contrast changes in the 
cut areas compared to those areas of the forest left untouched. Based on comments afterward from both students and teachers, it was an 
amazing and much appreciated educational experience for all who braved the weather. The harvest provided some long-anticipated learning 
opportunities proposed in the recently-revised Southern Door Forest Management Plan and the recently completed and WEEB-approved School 
Forest Education Plan. 
  
If you would like more information about the Southern Door County School District School Forest, please contact Elementary School Principal 
Laurie Connell connlaur@southerndoor.k12.wi.us  

 

Wausau School Forest to host Nature Skills workshop  
The WI Association for Environmental Education (WAEE) is sponsoring WI Adventure in Outdoor Education event May 1-3, 2009 at the Wausau 
3ÃÈÏÏÌ &ÏÒÅÓÔ ÉÎ -ÏÓÉÎÅÅȢ Ȱ3ËÉÌÌÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ .ÁÔÕÒÁÌ 7ÏÒÌÄȱ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÅÍÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÅÖÅÎÔȢ ,ÅÁÒÎ ÁÂÏÕÔ !ÌÄÏ ,ÅÏÐÏÌÄ Bench Making, Wilderness First 
Aid and Survival, Team Building, Teaching Archery/Shotgun skills, Buckskin Village/Woods Skills, Canoeing/Kayaking, GPS Instruction, and more. 
See the flyer: WI Adventure in Outdoor Education for more information and registration forms.  
 
 
 

 
 

,%!&ȭÓ ÎÅ× Ȱ4ÒÅÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 9ÅÁÒȱ ÉÓ ÁÃÔÕÁÌÌÙ Á "53(Ȣ  Technically, it is referred to as Amelanchier spp.  It is also called shadbush, 

serviceberry, sarvisberry, juneberry, Saskatoon, shadblow, shadwood, sugarplum, and wild-plum.  It is a genus of about 20 species of shrubs 
and small deciduous trees in the Rosaceae (Rose family): http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amelanchier .  LEAF is going with two names, just to make 

things interesting:  

 
1. Ȱ3ÅÒÖÉÃÅÂÅÒÒÙȱ  It got this name because as one of the earliest flowering plants in 
ÍÁÎÙ ÎÏÒÔÈÅÒÎ ÐÁÒÔÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÅÎÔ ÔÈÅ ÆÌÏ×ÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÂÕÓÈ ×ÅÒÅ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÕÓÅÄ ÁÓ ȰÓÅÒÖÉÃÅȱ 
flowers during the burial of those that died during the winter while the ground was 
frozen.  
 
2.  Ȱ*ÕÎÅÂÅÒÒÙȱ  This is the first plant that LEAF director, Jeremy Solin, learned about.  Ȱ) 
always loved going up to our cabin in the spring as the plants were coming to life.  My dad 
always pointed out the juneberry tree in bloom.  I was curious why it was called a berry when 
I never saw berries on it.  He explained that rarely could you get the ripe berries because the 
birds beat the people to eating them.  Thus, when I finally found ripe berries and got to eat 

ÔÈÅÍȟ ) ÆÅÌÔ )ȭÄ ÆÏÕÎÄ Á ÔÒÅÁÓÕÒÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÏÄÓ ÁÃÃÅÓÓÉÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÖÅÒÙ ÆÅ× ÐÅÏÐÌÅȢȱ 
 
9ÏÕ ÍÁÙ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÒÙ ÔÈÉÓ ȰÔÒÁÃËÉÎÇȱ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÙ ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕr students, too! If you need help 

identifying your tree or its ailments, contact your county Cooperative Extension Service agent who is waiting to help you with all kinds of 
questions:  http://www.uwex.edu/ces/di st/.   
 

,%!&ȭÓ 4ÒÅÅ )$ +ÅÙ ÍÁÙ ÈÅÌÐ ÙÏÕ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌȡ http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/leaf/treeid.shtml 
 

Watch your email-box for future issues of the LEAFlet ×ÉÔÈ ÕÐÄÁÔÅÓ ÏÎ ȰÏÕÒȱ bush. 
  

LEAF's adopted bush, Amelanchier spp. 

LLEEAAFFȭȭss  22000099  ȰȰTTRREEEE  ooff  tt hhee  YYEEAARRȱȱ  

MMoorree  SSCCHHOOOOLL  FFOORREESSTT  NNeewwss  

mailto:connlaur@southerndoor.k12.wi.us
http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/StudentSuccessCenter/Reporter/PDF/2009%20CNR%20PDFs/2009%20CNR%20PDFs/WI%20Adventrue%20in%20Outdoor%20Education.pdf
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shrub
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deciduous
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tree
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosaceae
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amelanchier
http://www.uwex.edu/ces/dist/
http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/leaf/treeid.shtml


 
 
 

 

 

 

¶ GREENING A K-12 CURRICULUM An essay by Lisa Bennett  
Seemingly small things can lead to big changes in a school, when the moment is right and the community is willing. But changes that cut 
across all disciplines and grades are truly remarkable. Read about recent transformations at Head-Royce School, a K-12 independent 
school in Oakland, California that has committed itself to greening its curriculum.  
 

¶ Trees Dying at Alarming Rate, Study Warns by Dawn Walton, Toronto Globe and Mail, January 23, 2009 
The death of old-growth forests in the western United States and Canada is increasing at a stunning rate, a troubling trend linked 
directly to global warming that could soon transform forests into carbon-dioxide emitters rather than much-needed carbon sinks, a new 
study warns. 
 

¶ Place-Based Learning MEASURES Up: Tips on Local Learning by James Lewicki 
Successful educational projects that focus on the community share key characteristics. 
 

¶ USFS says tree species are migrating 
February 11th- A new study by the U.S. Forest Service suggests that certain tree species may be migrating north at a greater rate than 
previously thought. The February issue of Forest Ecology and Management publishes the study which tracked 40 major species in 30 East 
Coast states comparing the latitude and climate of seedlings establishment to the location of mature specimens of the same species. 
This study marks the first study tracking actual colonization of species based on latitude and sampling plots. According to the study 
authors, Northern white cedar, American basswood, sugar maple, black ash, bigtooth aspen, and yellow birch trees are migrating north 
with basswood and maple establishing stands as far as 30 miles north of the previously recorded range.  
 

¶ REPORT:  Informal Settings Can Boost Science Learning 
Informal science experiences, such as visiting museums and aquariums, attending after-school programs, and watching television shows, 
can spark curiosity and interest in science and improve science learning outcomes for students and adults, according to a new report 
released by the National Research Council.   4ÈÅ ÒÅÐÏÒÔȟ Ȱ,ÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ 3ÃÉÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ )ÎÆÏÒÍÁÌ %ÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÓȡ 0ÅÏÐÌÅȟ 0ÌÁÃÅÓȟ ÁÎÄ 0ÕÒÓÕÉÔÓȟȱ ÁÌÓÏ 
ÉÄÅÎÔÉÆÉÅÓ ÓÉØ ȰÓÔÒÁÎÄÓȱ ÏÆ ÓÃÉÅÎÃÅ ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÅÄ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÌ ÓÃÉÅÎÃÅ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÓcusses how to broaden 
participation in science learning. The last section of the report focuses on how to organize, design, and support science learning in 
informal environments.  
 
 

 

 
 
 
Arbor Day is just around the corner. Go straight to the source for information on just about anything about trees and Arbor Day.  The Arbor 

Day Foundation website has classroom lessons, background information, and resources to help you celebrate.  
  

Don't forget that LEAF has its own tree planting lesson. The 4th grade Field 
Enhancement #3: Caring for the Future of Forests helps you lead a tree planting with your 
class, includes the history of Arbor Day, and, as always, highlights nifty tips and resources to 
make the lesson fun and successful.   
 
Still want more Arbor Day options? Then check out EEK! The EEK! website has more fun 
activities and great information about trees at 
http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/caer/ce/eek/teacher/plnttre.htm.  You can also find more 
ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÌÙ ÏÎ 7ÉÓÃÏÎÓÉÎ $.2ȭÓ ÓÉÔÅ ÁÔȡ http://dnr.wi.gov/forestry/arborday.htm 
  

NNEEWWSS  tt oo  PPOONNDDEERR  ..  ..  ..  

ȰȰPPllaanntt iinngg  tt hhee  SSeeeeddss  ooff  TToommoorrrrooww  TTooddaayyȱȱ  

AARRBBOORR  DDAAYY,,  AApprriill   2244tt hh  

 

ñArbor Day is an excellent opportunity to take stock of the trees on your property and plan for the future. Inspect your trees. 
Note any broken branches or evidence of disease or insect infestation. Think about how planting new trees might improve the 

look of your property or provide wind or heat protection.   Take a trip to your local nur sery to see what's available and to get 
new ideas. Walk around your neighborhood. Are there any public areas where tree planting or tree maintenance might make a 

real difference to your community?   Talk with your neighbors.   Find out what their opinions ar e.   And, oh yes, plant a tree.ò  
 

ï excerpted from http://www.arbor -day.net/   
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FFRROOMM  TTHHEE  CCEENNTTEERR::  
WWiissccoonnssiinn  CCeenntt eerr  ffoorr  EEnnvviirroonnmmeenntt aall  EEdduuccaatt iioonn  ((WWCCEEEE))   

 
 
 
 

Every quarter, LEAF staff  takes a day and heads out of the office into the 

world to learn first-hand the diversity of work that natural resource professionals are up to 
every day in Wisconsin.  This February, we headed up to Hurley and spent time tracking a 
radio-collared marten with Zach Wilson of the North Lakeland Discovery Center and three 
of his high school student assistants.   
 
ȰThe American marten (Martes americana), also known as the pine marten, is an 
endangered species in Wisconsin and is listed as a regional forest sensitive species on the 
Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest.  Native throughout much of Wisconsin, marten 

were extirpated in Wisconsin by 1925 through 
over-trapping, agricultural expansion, and 
habitat decline. Reintroduction efforts occurred 
in Wisconsin in 1953, 1975 -1983, 1987-1990 and 
in 2008.  Research suggests there has been little 
range expansion beyond the original 
reintroduction sites in the Chequamegon-Nicolet 
National Forest.  
 
In 2006, the North Lakeland Discovery Center, a 501(c)3 not-for-profit organization, and the Mercer and 
Hurley K-12 public schools, were conducting a fisher radio-telemetry research project, when they came 
across an American marten track.  With permission and proper permits from the Wisconsin Department 

of Natural Resources (WDNR), the Discovery Center changed its research focus from fishers and started surveying for marten populations.  Over 
the past two years the school students, general public and the Discovery Center staff have captured and radio-collared 7 martens in northern Iron 
County.ȱ ɉÁÄÁÐÔÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ :ÁÃÈ 7ÉÌÓÏÎȭÓ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÓÕÍÍÁÒÙɊ 
 
Lead by Wilson and his students, LEAF staff spent a few hours snowshoeing through the woods, turning this way and that according to the signals 
ÔÒÁÎÓÍÉÔÔÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÒÔÅÎȭÓ ÃÏÌÌÁÒȢ  %ÌÕÓÉÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÅÁÓÉÌÙ ÃÁÍÏÕÆÌÁÇÅÄȟ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÒÔÅÎ ×ÁÓÎȭÔ Á ÇÕÁÒÁÎÔÅÅÄ ÆÉÎÄȢ   You can only imagine our delight 
upon finally finding the marten. We quietly watched him while he watched us from high above and eventually scampered away. The students then 
measured and recorded location data including forest inventory information.  Wilson and his student assistants collect data every couple weeks 
ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÕÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÄÅÔÅÒÍÉÎÅ ÔÈÅ ÅØÔÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÒÔÅÎÓȭ ÒÁÎÇÅ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÅÆÅÒÒÅÄ ÈÁÂÉÔÁÔȢ 
 
 

 

 
. 

 
 

SPRING COURSES 
 

 

NRES 730 Energy Education in the Classroom  
Attendance at all class meeting dates per location required. 

¶ Shawano: March 13, 14 &15  

¶ Madison: April 1, 4 & 8 

¶ Princeton: April 15, 29, and May 4 

¶ Sheboygan: June 12, 13 & 14 
 

NRES 734 School Building Energy Efficiency Education  
 Attendance at all class meeting dates per location required. 

¶ Menasha:  March 25, 28 & April 1 

¶ Menomonee Falls:  April 1, 4 & 8 

¶ Green Bay:  April 4, 21 & 28 

¶ Sun Prairie:  April 15, 18 & 21 
 

NRES 732 Doable Renewables: Renewable Energy 
Education in the Classroom  
Attendance at all class meeting dates per location required. 

¶ River Falls: March 24, 26 & 28 

¶ Milladore: April 3, 4 & 5 

¶ Pewaukee: April 21, 28 & May 2 
 

 
 
 
 
 

LEAF staff and Hurley High School students, Victor 
Vokolek, Brandon Garro, and Quinn Adamavich 

photo courtesy Zach Wilson  

LLEEAAFF  SSTTAAFFFF  RREETTRREEAATT::    

TTrraacckkiinngg  MMaarrtt eennss  iinn  tt hhee  NNoorrtt hhwwooooddss  
 

For more information visit the  
KEEP Professional Development listing 

http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/wcee/keep/ProfessionalDevelopment


Masters in Environmental Education Courses 
These courses work towards the MS in EE for K-12 teacher program.  The courses are open for anyone to register for regardless of whether or not 
you are seeking a degree.  If you would like information about the Extended MS in EE for K-12 Teacher program please contact Angela Lemar at 
715-346-3854 or alemar@uwsp.edu.  
 

NRES 310/510   EE Teaching Methods (1 cr) 
Start/End Dates   March 23 through May 1 
Cost                               $237.29 / $377.02 (tuition for 1 undergrad / grad credit $217.29 / $357.02 plus $20 tech fee) 
Web Site                       www.uwsp.edu/natres/nres310510/ 
     **This course, in conjunction with NR 600 WI Environmental Studies, fulfills the requirement of the WI DPI Environmental 
     Education Mandate on environmental education for teacher certification** 

 
WATR 750      Water Resources in Society (1 cr) 
Start/End Dates  April 1 ɀ April 29 
Cost    $377.02 (tuition for 1 grad credit $357.02 plus $20 tech fee) 
Web Site    www.uwsp.edu/natres/watr750/ 

 

 

 
 

Tree Seedlings Available for FFA Chapters and Other Youth Groups 
The Wisconsin DNR - State Nursery Program would like to encourage FFA chapters and other youth groups to plant trees. Trees provide a home 
for wildlife, protect our soil and water, and help clean our air. The State Nursery Program has a long tradition of providing tree seedlings to FFA 
and other youth groups. These seedlings may be used for reforestation, soil erosion prevention and wildlife habitat improvement. This is a great 
way for youth to get outdoors and learn about nature, especially those members involved in the Forestry project or other nature projects.  
 
(ÅÒÅȭÓ ÈÏ× you can order: 

1. Go online to http://dnr.wi.gov/forestry/Nursery/Order/index.htm and download an order form for a list of available trees and prices. 
Or you may contact one of the three state nurseries for a tree order form. Phone (608) 375-4123, (715) 424-3700, or (715) 634-2717 

2. Determine the quantity and species of trees each family would like to order. Tree seedlings come in bundles of 25 and therefore 
must be ordered in increments of 25.  

3. #ÏÎÓÏÌÉÄÁÔÅ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅȭÓ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÐÌÁÃÅ ÔÈÅ ÏÒÄÅÒȢ  
4. You can either choose to pick your trees up at one of the 3 nurseries or have them shipped to your county. You will receive a notice 

from the State Nursery Program in April about receiving your seedlings. 
5.  

Environmental Education Online Courses offered through UW-Stevens Point 
All spring courses are full. Registration for the summer courses will begin soon.  Contact Angela Lemar alemar@uwsp.edu 

To learn more about these courses, visit the course web site: http://www.uwsp.edu/natres/eetap/ 
To learn more about EETAP visit the EETAP website at http://www.eetap.org/ 
 

Join the EE in Wisconsin School Directory! 
EE in Wisconsin is a new web site designed with you in mind. Not only does it organize Wisconsin's environmental 
education organizations, events, resources, grants, and opportunities so you can find them easily....it is also a great 
place to showcase your school's environmental education successes!   
Do your students recycle or work to conserve water? Does your school have a pollinator garden or nature trail? Does your 

ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅ ȰÂÅÉÎÇ ÇÒÅÅÎȱ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ÏÒ ÆÉÅÌÄ ÔÒÉÐÓȩ If so, EE in Wisconsin wants to feature your programs in the Environmental 
Education School Directory.    
TO JOIN: ÊÕÓÔ ÇÏ ÔÈÅ Ȱ3ÃÈÏÏÌÓȱ ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ www.eeinwisconsin.org ÁÎÄ ÃÌÉÃË ÔÈÅ Ȱ!ÄÄ .Å× 3ÃÈÏÏÌȱ ÂÕÔÔÏÎȢ )Æ ÙÏÕ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÅ ɉÁÎÄ 

spellcheck) your information before posting it, use the School Profile Template (http://eeinwisconsin.org/Files/eewi/2008/SchoolTemplate.doc).  

 
Fourth Grade Arbor Day Free Tree Application 
Deadline: March 14th, 2009   Order online at http://dnr.wi.gov/forestry/Nursery/Order/arborday-order.asp 
 

Forest Appreciation Week Writing Contest ɀ Ȱ-Ù &ÁÖÏÒÉÔÅ 4ÒÅÅȱ 
4ÅÁÃÈÅÒÓȟ ÉÔȭÓ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 20th Annual Forest Appreciation Week Writing Contest! Encourage your students to prepare a short 
ÅÓÓÁÙ ÏÒ ÐÏÅÍ ÏÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÔÈÅÍÅȟ Ȱ-Ù &ÁÖÏÒÉÔÅ 4ÒÅÅȢȱ Enter the best from your class in our statewide contest by March 6, 2009. Authors of 
the top three entries will be honored at a ceremony at the State Capitol! The top 12 authors will be featured in the 2010 Arbor Day-Earth Day 
#ÁÌÅÎÄÁÒ ÁÎÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 7$.2ȭÓ ËÉÄȭÓ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅȟ %%+Ȧ  
 

IINNTTEERREESSTTIINNGG  OOPPPPOORRTTUUNNIITTIIEESS  ffoorr  YYOOUU  

mailto:alemar@uwsp.edu
http://www.uwsp.edu/natres/nres310510/
http://www.uwsp.edu/natres/watr750/
http://dnr.wi.gov/forestry/Nursery/Order/index.htm
mailto:alemar@uwsp.edu
http://www.uwsp.edu/natres/rwilke/eetap/
http://www.uwsp.edu/natres/rwilke/eetap/
http://www.eetap.org/
http://www.eeinwisconsin.org/
http://eeinwisconsin.org/Files/eewi/2008/SchoolTemplate.doc
http://dnr.wi.gov/forestry/Nursery/Order/arborday-order.asp


Contest guidelines are available online at http://dnr.wi.gov/forestry/UF/awareness/arborwriting.htm  Enter early and win! The first 100 teachers 
ÔÈÁÔ ÅÎÔÅÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ×ÒÉÔÉÎÇ ÃÏÎÔÅÓÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅ Á ÃÏÐÙ ÏÆ *ÅÁÎ 'ÉÏÎÏȭÓ ÂÏÏËȟ Ȱ4ÈÅ -ÁÎ 7ÈÏ Planted Treesȱ.  We appreciate your participation and 
are excited to show in this small way, our thanks to you for your encouragement of students to write about our tree and forest resource. Teachers 
of the three state winners will receive scholarships for both a LEAF workshop and Project Learning Tree (PLT) workshop plus additional classroom 
supplies. Official contest packets were mailed in late January. 
 

World Forestry Center Professional Development 
The World Forestry Center (WFC), based in Portland, Oregon, is offering three professional development opportunities for educators and natural 
resource professionals.  
 

International Educators Institute: July 12-17, 2009 
Application Deadline: February 28, 2009 
http://www.worldforestry.org/wfi/dm_institute.php 
  

WFI International Fellowship Program: 6-12 months 
Applications accepted year-round 
http://wfi.worldforestry.org/fellowship-1.htm 

Sand Lake Conservation Camp 
Marinette, WI ɀ The fourth annual Sand Lake Conservation Camp will be held at Camp Bird near Crivitz, Wisconsin this summer from June 25-27, 
ΨΦΦίȢ  9ÏÕÔÈ ÆÒÏÍ 7ÉÓÃÏÎÓÉÎ ÁÎÄ -ÉÃÈÉÇÁÎȭÓ 5ÐÐÅÒ 0ÅÎÉÎÓÕÌÁ ÅÎÔÅÒÉÎÇ ÇÒÁÄÅÓ ά-8 in the fall are invited to participate.  The fee is $50 ($65 after 
June 6

th
) and includes room, board, and all activities and programs.  Registrations not accepted after June 17

th
.   More information is available 

online at the Marinette County website at www.marinettecounty.com.  

  

Green School Can Win a Hybrid Bus 
Spread the news about this chance for a school to win a free hybrid bus. http://www.americasgreenestschool.com/  
 

Water Poster Contest 
4ÈÅ 7ÉÓÃÏÎÓÉÎ 2ÕÒÁÌ 7ÁÔÅÒ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ 3ÐÏÒÔÓÍÁÎȭÓ 2ÁÆÆÌÅ Presents: 

Water Conservation Poster Contest: Ȱ7ÁÔÅÒ #ÏÎÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ 9ÏÕȱ 

4ÈÅ 7ÉÓÃÏÎÓÉÎ 2ÕÒÁÌ 7ÁÔÅÒ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÌÏÃÁÌ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÕÔÉÌÉÔÉÅÓ ÉÎÖÉÔÅ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ 7ÉÓÃÏÎÓÉÎ ÔÏ ÅÎÔÅÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȭ ÁÒÔ×ÏÒË ÉÎ 727!ȭÓ 
2009 Water Conservation Poster Contest. The contest is open to all Wisconsin public and private school 1st ɀ 6th graders. Winners will receive 
prizes and have a chance at a prize for their school.   Deadline for entries is March 11, 2009.  More info: (LEAF website link) 
 

Panama tree planting video 
Check out this hopeful video on tree planting in Panama!   Food for thought -- trees and climate change--- and the power of believing that you can 
make a difference:  http://www.plantingempowerment.com/ 
 

 
Paying Attention??  

You could win our next drawing by correctly answering the following question by March 27th: 
Q.  According to the article, Greening a K-12 Curriculum, what way of ȰÔÈÉÎËÉÎÇȱ emphasizes the qualities of relationships, connectedness, and 
context ɂ in any system, whether an ecosystem or a school system? 

Congratulations to the winner of our WINTER 2008 Quiz Contest:  Mary Pardun, Rhinelander School District  
The question was:  In the article Going Out on a Limb with a Tree-Person Ratio, scientists report there are approximately how many trees per 
person on earth? The answer: ñάΧȱ. 

-ÁÒÙȭÓ name was chosen from a random drawing of all correct answers submitted.  Thanks to all our quiz contestants.  !ÎÓ×ÅÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓÓÕÅȭÓ ÑÕÉÚ 
correctly and you just might be our next winner!! 

 

Forest Ed Funnies   
Real Life Hum 0rous Stories f rom the Classroom  
 

 

Tell Us a Story! Win Something Fun! 
7Å ËÎÏ× ËÉÄÓ ÁÒÅ ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔ 7ÉÓÃÏÎÓÉÎȭÓ ÆÏÒÅÓÔÓ and the outdoors.  And we know teachers are using LEAF to teach 
them.  Well, we want to hear your stories and learn about the fun!  Send us your stories, and pictures, if you have some 
(with student permissions), and ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÂÅ ÅÎÔÅÒÅÄ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÄÒÁ×ÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ Á ΓΨΫ ÇÉÆÔ ÃÅÒÔÉÆÉÃÁÔÅ ÔÏ !ÃÏÒÎ .ÁÔÕÒÁÌÉÓÔÓ 

(http://www.acornnaturalists.com/) which has resources for the trail and classroom.  You could be our next winner!  Just send your story to:  
leaf@uwsp.edu 

  

http://dnr.wi.gov/forestry/UF/awareness/arborwriting.htm
http://www.worldforestry.org/wfi/dm_institute.php
http://wfi.worldforestry.org/fellowship-1.htm
http://www.marinettecounty.com/
http://www.americasgreenestschool.com/
http://www.plantingempowerment.com/
http://www.ecoliteracy.org/publications/head_royce.html
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=96758439
http://www.acornnaturalists.com/
mailto:leaf@uwsp.edu


 
Interesting Online Resources 
 

¶ National EE Week: www.eeweek.org/ 

¶ Kids Ecology Corp: www.kidsecologycorps.org/ 

¶ Trees Forever: www.treesforever.org/ 

¶ Tree Trust: www.treetrust.org/ 

¶ Alliance for Community Trees:  actrees.org/site/index.php 

¶ Invasive Plants Association of Wisconsin: www.ipaw.org/ 

¶ Sustainable Woods Association: www.sustainablewoods.net/ 

¶ Urban Greening: www.ecoiq.com/urbangreening/ 

¶ Wisconsin Family Forests: 
www.sustainablewoods.net/NetworkGroup.aspx?GroupID=14
&GroupPage=1 

¶ Community Forestry Resource Center: 
www.forestrycenter.org/headlines.cfm  

¶ Family Forest Alliance: 
www.dovetailinc.org/familyforestsalliance.html 

¶ Forest Service Urban Connections: 
http://www.fs.fed.us/r9/urbanconnections/ 

¶ Natural Inquirer Urban Treehouse 
http://www.naturalinquirer.org/urban-treehouse-v-
31.html#Milwaukee  

¶ American Forests: Resources for Teachers: 
http://www.americanforests.org/resources/kids/a_tree_for_e
very_child/  

¶ Check-out this database - county and state forest statistics: 
http://dnr.wi.gov/forestry/SmartForestry/toolbox/data_tabda
t.asp 

¶ Arbor Day Resources for Landowners: 
http://www.arborday.org/backyardwoods/  

 

 
************************************* *********************************************** *****************************  
4ÈÉÓ ÅÍÁÉÌ ×ÁÓ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÅÄ ÂÙ ,%!&ȟ 7ÉÓÃÏÎÓÉÎȭÓ +-12 Forestry Education Program. 
To be removed from this email list, reply to this message or send an email to leaf@uwsp.edu ÁÎÄ ÔÙÐÅ ȰÕÎÓÕÂÓÃÒÉÂÅȱ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÂÊÅÃÔ ÌÉÎÅ 
************************************************************************************** ***************************  
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