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Fall often means a fresh start.  Whether you are a classroom teacher, a nature center educator, a camp director winding down the 

summer season, or a landowner looking forward to classroom visits, Fall offers all of us the opportunity to think about possibilities. This LEAFlet is 
chock-full of news, opportunities and information.  For non-formal educators, LEAF is once again offering our Non-Formal Educators Workshop on 
September 10th.  Enjoy this issue! 
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Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) 
 
EAB has arrived. LEAF is sad to share that Emerald ash borer (EAB) was recently discovered in Ozaukee 
County , WI near the village of Newburg. A homeowner observed his ash trees were dying and contacted 
natural resource officials to report his concern. EAB is an invasive, destructive insect pest of ash trees.  
 

A lot is at stake in Wisconsin. There are an estimated 737 million ash trees in our forests 
and another five million in our communities. The discovery of EAB offers educators a 
bittersweet opportunity ɀ teaching students about invasive species and how they affect 
the ecological, economic, and social health of urban and rural communities. Urban communities in Wisconsin are home to 
millions of ash trees, as are larger outlying forests. This may be the time to take out your LEAF Urban Forest lesson guide 
and incorporate our lessons into your curriculum. The Resource Center at the Wisconsin Center for Environmental Education 

(WCEE) has an EAB identification kit with beetle sample and wood samples for check out.  Check out our website for more 
lesson ideas and more information. 

 

 
TEACHERS AND WOOD: Teachers Examine Environmental Impacts of Forest Products through 

Community-Based Learning (CBL) 
  

What is the environmental impact of forest products?  How do the choices we make as product 
users affect the energy consumed by products made from trees?  What is the process of 
producing a wood product?  Teachers spent three days at the Elcho School Forest exploring 
answers to these questions as part of a ȰForest to Finishȱ workshop organized by LEAF and the 
Wisconsin Forest Resources Education Alliance (WFREA).  Media coverage of the workshop 
included this piece by television station WAOW.  
 
Ten teachers from throughout Wisconsin who teach elementary, science, agriculture education, 
and other subjects attended the workshop to learn how they can engage their students in 
community-based learning (CBL).  CBL is an effective educational approach that uses the 
community as the classroom to engage students in community issues.  The CBL process includes 
conducting an inventory (in the forest and community) to determine what needs and assets exist.  

Students then develop projects to address an identified need.   
 
In the Elcho ȰForest to Finishȱ workshop, teachers created a GIS project of their forest and then conducted a timber cruise in the school forest.  
Using Kruzer software, they determined stocking rates and possible management options.  Teachers then discussed harvest approaches with 

EAB is smaller 
than a penny 

Emerald Ash Borer (EAB)  

If you are thinking a year ahead, sow a seed.  
If you are thinking ten years ahead, plant a tree.  

If you are thinking one hundred years ahead, 
 educate the people. -- Chinese Poet, 500 BC  
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forester Ron Zalewski of the DNR in Antigo.  Through this process, teachers learned that a lot of preparation and decision making goes into a tree 
harvest.   
 
After the discussion, two trees were harvested by a local logger and then sawn into lumber with a portable sawmill run by a local resident.  
Sections of the trees were made into perlins for a woodshed raised by the group.  Teachers participated in the raising of a timber-framed 
woodshed and learned about construction techniques. A tour of the Kretz sawmill provided a comparison of commodity forest product 
processingɂallowing the teachers to then compare the construction of local, low energy buildings with current typical building methods.  The 
group developed a rubric to examine the environmental impact of forest products from forest management through construction using the 
information they gained in the workshop. 
 
Teachers left the workshop with materials and equipment to implement a similar project in their school forest as well as a deeper understanding 
of forest management and the forest products process. 

 
Take a Child Outside Week  http://www.takeachildoutside.org/  

September 24ɂSeptember 30, 2008 

 

ȰTake A Child Outside Week is an international program designed to help break down obstacles that 

keep children from discovering the natural world. By arming parents, teachers and other caregivers with 

resources on outdoor activities, our goal is to help children across the country develop a better understanding 

and appreciation of the environment in which they live, and a burgeoning enthusiasm for its exploration.ȱ 

 

Going outside:  

¶ connects children to the 

natural world  

¶ helps kids focus in school  

¶ reduces chances of obesity  

On this site you can: 

¶ pledge to take a child outside and record your 

outdoor experiences  

¶ get ideas for outdoor activities  

¶ find participating organizations in your area  

 

This program has been initiated by the North Carolina Museum of Natural Sciences and held in cooperation 

with partner organizations across the U.S. and Canada.ȱ  (information taken from Take a Child Outside Week website) 

 
5ÐÄÁÔÅȡ ,%!&ȭÓ Ȱ42%% ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 9%!2ȱ 

 

As promised . . . an update on ,%!&ȭÓ ÁÉÌÉÎÇ ȰÂÌÁÃË ÍÁÐÌÅȾÂÌÁÃË ÓÕÇÁÒ ÍÁÐÌÅȾÓÕÇÁÒ ÍÁÐÌÅȱȢ  )Ô ÓÔÉÌÌ ÌÏÏËÓ ÐÒÅÔÔÙ 

good.  !Ó ÏÕÒ ÄÅÄÉÃÁÔÅÄ ÒÅÁÄÅÒÓ ËÎÏ×ȟ ,%!&ȭÓ ÁÄÏÐÔÅÄ ȰÔÒÅÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒȱ ÉÓ ÐÒÏÂÁÂÌÙ ÓÕÆÆÅÒÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÍ ×ÉÎÔÅÒ ÓÔÒÅÓÓȢ  
The outlook is not necessarily grim, as trees often bounce back, although it can take years.   
 
Right now, we see quite a bit of foliage although ÂÁÒÅ ÂÒÁÎÃÈÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÏÍÅ ÂÒÏ×ÎÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÌÅÁÖÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÖÉÓÉÂÌÅȢ  )ÔȭÓ ÈÁÒÄ ÔÏ 
tell from this photo, but some branches at the top are pretty scraggly-looking.  For a bit of background on our tree 
and information on winter stress, check out our last issue of the LEAFlet.     
 
It will be interesting to see how our tree responds to the decreasing sunlight as we move into fall . . .  Will the leaves 
change color sooner than its neighboring sugar maples? Will it drop its leaves sooner?  Or will it stay on track and not 
do much of anything very different?  Stay tuned for more coverage and updates!! 
 

9ÏÕ ÍÁÙ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÒÙ ÔÈÉÓ ȰÔÒÁÃËÉÎÇȱ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÙ ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕÒ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȟ ÔÏÏȦ )Æ ÙÏÕ ÎÅÅÄ ÈÅÌÐ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÆÙÉÎÇ ÙÏÕÒ ÔÒÅÅ ÏÒ ÉÔÓ ÁÉÌÍÅÎÔÓȟ contact your county 
Cooperative Extension Service agent who is waiting to help you with all kinds of questions:  http://www.uwex.edu/ces/dist/Ȣ  ,%!&ȭÓ 4ÒÅÅ )$ +ÅÙ ÍÁÙ 
help you as well: http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/leaf/treeid.shtml 
 

Watch your email-box for future issues of the LEAFLet ×ÉÔÈ ÕÐÄÁÔÅÓ ÏÎ ȰÏÕÒȱ ÔÒÅÅȢ 

 
NEWS to ponder . . . 
 
¶ Environmental Education Gets the Green Light:  

http://www.usatoday.com/news/education/2008-07-31-environmental-learning_N.htm 

¶ E-Forester pub: 
http://www.magnetmail.net/actions/email_web_version.cfm?recipient_id=159801343&message_id=527305&user_id=AmF
orester 

¶ Wisconsin-ites Opinions on Some Environmental Issues:  http://www.uwsc.wisc.edu/BP26PressRelease3_ENV2008.pdf 

 

Photo courtesy Dennis Yockers 
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4K Goes to the Forest!   
By Karen Dostal, Director, Boston School Forest 
June 2008 
 
Ȱ/Èȟ ÍÙȦ  $ÉÎÏÓÁÕÒ "ÏÎÅÓȦȱ exclaimed four-year-old hikers as they explored the trails at the 
Boston School Forest (BSF) on a sunny day in May.  The young paleontologists had actually 
come across the remains of a turkey that had succumbed to the cold or a predator over the 
winter, but their vivid imaginations found an explanation for an unexpected pile of bones lying 
along the trail.   
 
Over four hundred students in the four-year-old kindergarten classes along with their teachers 
attended environmental educations programs for the first time at BSF in May and June this year.  
Over 100 parents joined the classes showing enthusiastic support for the program. The children 
were lead on hikes by 4K teachers, parents, volunteers, the 4K program coordinator, and BSF staff members who all teamed-up to make the 
program successful.   
 
Small groups of students explored the forest environment while hiking.  They also made pond explorations and had time to play in the newly 
developed Nature Play area.  While discussing his trip to the school forest, Simon Solin, from Trinity Day Care, recalled recently that his favorite 
memory of his trip to the school forest was drawing a picture of the trees during the nature play time.  He also was interested in the anthills and 
finding a Daddy-Long Legs under a log . . . (MORE)   

 
Writing about the Wild: Teachersȭ Ode to School Forest 
A recent summer workshop sponsored by LEAF offered teachers the opportunity to learn more about guiding students through writing about 
nature.  Jan Wellik, executive director of Eco Expressions, led the workshop held at the Boston School Forest near Stevens Point.  Each participant 
ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄ Á ÃÏÐÙ ÏÆ 7ÅÌÌÉËȭÓ ÇÕÉÄÅȟ Nature Writing Field Guide for Teachers. The workshop concluded with a collective poem of individual 
reflections on listening, seeing, and interpreting the forest space around them.  We are pleased to share their poem with you: 
 

A View of the Forest  
Wilderness Writing Workshop ɀ group poem 

August 20, 2008 
 
Light draws the plants  
upward, 
The green of new life  
reaches for the sun. 
Trumpet shape bursting out  
into small hues of soft yellow. 
 
Gently the breeze touches my face  
and  flowers with purple petals sway  
as if they were dancing. 
The arch of the branch wraps around air,  
hugging wind. 
4ÈÅ ÂÒÅÅÚÅ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÔÈȭÓ ÂÒÅÁÔÈȟ 
A chirping of chickadees. 

Hues of brown stain  
spattered the length of the log. 
A labyrinth of pathways interfered only  
by deep crevices of natural split wood. 
)ÔȭÓ ÍÁÊÅÓÔÙ ÃÏÎÖÅÙÅÄ  
in simple brilliance. 
How does so much come to rest on a 
small table in the woods? 
)ÔȭÓ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÄÅÁÌ ×ÉÔÈ ×ÈÁÔ ÌÉÆÅ ÔÈÒÏ×Ó ÁÔ ÉÔȟ 
but it certainly has seen better days. 
Dry brittle needles cover its corpse. 
 

The bough bends like a pilgrim, 
plain, kneeling, devout. 
The wanderer is  
alone, tall and proud. 
I can only think of corn  
right now. 
I suddenly become aware of my own size 
ɀ  I am so small. 
History will continue in the forest,  
continue to share its story. 
 
 

 
KUDOS!   
LEAF Curriculum Meets NAAEE Guidelines for Excellence in Environmental Education 
We are excited to announce that the North American Association of Environmental Education has completed their review of the LEAF lesson 
guides.  The review determines (demonstrates) how well the lesson guides meet the Guidelines for Excellence in Environmental 
Education.  Congratulations to all those involved in developing, piloting, and reviewing the lesson guides!  (ÅÒÅȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÍÍÁÒÙȡ 
 
ȰIn general, the [LEAF] resources address the Guidelines for Excellence. The resources focus on an awareness of the value of forests to individuals and 
provide a real life context for learning. The concept of sustainability is used as an integrating context that includes social and economic perspectives, as 
well as, ecological implications. The resources are well designed and easy to use, and rely on sound instructional techniques. The component lesson 
plans, activities, and support materials are comprehensive, complete, and clearly presented. A review of the range of perspectives presented and the 
depth of inquiry would enhance the resource. At the higher grade levels, the resources help build skills to address environmental issues; and 
opportunities exist to develop similar activities for younger students. There are many volumes submitted as part of this review, and some (Urban Forest 
Lesson Guide) address the action orientation well. The field enhancement lessons are an important aspect of these resources.ȱ - NAAEE 

 
  

Kids have fun at the new Nature Play area 
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Upcoming LEAF COURSES/WORKSHOPS 
 

Forestry Education Toolbox for Non-Formal Educators 
When: September 10, 2008  9:15 am ɀ 4:15 pm 
Where: Beaver Creek Reserve in Fall Creek, WI 
Audience: Non-formal educators/Nature Center Staff/Camp Staff/Park Naturalists/Landowners 
Fee: $10 (includes lunch and materials)  (ÅÒÅȭÓ ÍÏÒÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÇÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÍÁÔÅÒÉÁÌÓȢ  
 
L%!&ȭÓ ÕÎÉÑÕÅ ×ÏÒËÓÈÏÐ ×ÉÌÌ ÔÅÁÃÈ ÙÏÕ ÈÏ× ÔÏ ÅÁÓÉÌÙ ÉÎÆÕÓÅ ÔÈÅ ,%!& ÏÕÔÄÏÏÒ ÆÏÒÅÓÔÒÙ ÆÉÅÌÄ ÌÅÓÓÏÎÓ ÉÎÔÏ 
your current programs.  7ÅȭÖÅ ÄÏÎÅ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÇ ×ÏÒË ÔÏ ÅÎÓÕÒÅ ÏÕÒ ÌÅÓÓÏÎÓ ÈÅÌÐ ÙÏÕ ÔÅÁÃÈ ÃÉÔÉÚÅÎÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ 
understanding the wonderful complexity of our forests, how they are carefully managed, and how the 
decisions all of us make daily impact sustaining our forests for the future.  ,%!&ȭÓ ÌÅÓÓÏÎÓ ÁÒÅ ÅÁÓÙ ÔÏ 

ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄȟ ÅÁÓÙ ÔÏ ÉÍÐÌÅÍÅÎÔȟ ÁÎÄ ×ÅȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÔÏÌÄ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ &5.Ȧ  This is a great opportunity to expand your program and outdoor education 
offerings.  LEAF instructors are committed to providing a quality, fast-ÐÁÃÅÄ ×ÏÒËÓÈÏÐ ×ÏÒÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÓÉÎÇÌÅ ÄÁÙȭÓ ÔÉÍÅ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ÉÎÖÅÓÔȢ   
 

NRES 740:   
Forestry Education in the Wisconsin K-12 Classroom Workshop With Outdoor Activities  
ASHLAND November 14 4:30-8:30 & November 15 8:00-4:30  (TWO-DAY Course) 

Ashland High School 
LACROSSE December 5 & 6 (TENTATIVE) 
 
Explore the history, issues, values, and activities in forestry in Wisconsin with this workshop on Forestry Education in the classroom and beyond. This 
workshop highlights principles, activities, and techniques for teaching the K-ΧΨ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ 7ÉÓÃÏÎÓÉÎȭÓ ÆÏÒÅÓÔÓȢ )Ô ÔÏÕÃÈÅs on 
ecological, economic,and social aspects of forestry in Wisconsin. Participants receive a unit of the LEAF Wisconsin K-12 Forestry Lesson Guide and 
additional forestry-related education materials. This classroom and site based workshop is designed for K- 12 classroom teachers pursuing new skills 

and methodologies needed to teach their students about forestry.  The materials fee is $25.  Watch our website for more info. 

 
Limited Scholarships for Graduate Credit Available! 
You may take this workshop for 1 graduate credit as NRES 740. An additional assignment of creating a strategic plan to implementing LEAF lessons in 
your classroom is REQUIRED. The first ten people to register for credit will receive a scholarship. The scholarship covers all but $100 of the credit cost. 
To qualify you MUST indicate your intention to earn credit on the attached registration form. You will then be contacted to sÕÂÍÉÔ ÁÎ ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ ȰÆÏÒ-
ÃÒÅÄÉÔȱ ÒÅÇÉÓÔration and payment of $100. The cost of the graduate credit without the scholarship is $357.02.  
 

 

FROM THE CENTER: Wisconsin Center for Environmental Education (WCEE) 
 
 

ΨΦΦή 'ÏÖÅÒÎÏÒȭÓ (ÉÇÈ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ #ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ %ÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔ 

Student Power: Conserving Your Future with  
Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy 

Wednesday, November 12, 2008 
8:00 am ɀ 3:20 pm. Dreyfus University Center, University of Wisconsin ɀ Stevens Point 

 

The ΨΦΦή 'ÏÖÅÒÎÏÒȭÓ (ÉÇÈ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ #ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ Environment will provide high school students and teachers the opportunity to learn about 
what students throughout the state are doing to conserve energy both at school and in their homes. Students will learn about energy efficiency 
and conservation, renewable energy alternatives, and energy related careers. They will also learn how to implement low- or no-cost energy action 
plans in their school and at home to reduce energy consumption, costs, and detrimental environmental impact. Participants will enjoy keynote 
speakers, concurrent sessions, poster presentations, an exhibit hall, and the opportunity to network with professionals who manage energy 
resources in their careers.   More information: WCEE High School Conference on the Environment 2008 
 

MS in Environmental Education Courses - Professional Development ONLINE ɀ Fall 2008 
For registration materials please contact:  Angela Lemar at 715-346-3854, alemar@uwsp.edu or Tim Byers at 715-346-4176, tbyers@uwsp.edu  

¶ NR 530  Environmental Health  October 8-November 5 

¶ NR 600  Wisconsin Environmental Studies  October 6 ɀ December 12 

¶ NR 612  Ecological Basis  November 5 ɀ December 8 

¶ NR 610 Applied EE Program Evaluation   September 8 ɀ November 27 

¶ NR 703 Leadership Development: Strategic Planning and Implementation   September 22 ɀ November 21 
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KEEP Fall Courses 
The Wisconsin K-12 Energy Education Program (KEEP) is offering the following professional development courses : 
For more information visit the KEEP Professional Development listing. 

 
 

NRES 603 Renewable Energy Education in the City  
WAEE Fall Conference in Milwaukee: October 29, 4:00-8:30 
PM is required plus an additional 10 hours of attendance at 
the conference between October 30 & 31, including a one-
hour wrap-up session from 3:30-4:30 PM on October 31.  

 
NRES 730 Energy Education in the Classroom  

Attendance at all class meeting dates per location required. 

¶ Tomahawk: October 9, 10, & 11 

¶ Richland Center: October 21, 23, & 25  

¶ Waupaca: November 1 & 8 

¶ Beloit: November 1 & 8 

¶ Stoughton: November 7, 8, & 9 

¶ Middleton/Madison: November 13, 14, &15  

 
NRES 732 Doable Renewables:  
Renewable Energy Education in the Classroom  

Attendance at all class meeting dates per location required. 

¶ Milwaukee: October 24, 25, & 26 
 

NRES 734 School Building Energy Efficiency Education 
 Attendance at all class meeting dates per location required. 

¶ Stevens Point: September 30, October 2, 7, & 9 

¶ Madison: October 21, 28, November 4, & 11 

¶ Kiel: Dates to be determined 

¶ Menomonee Falls: Dates to be determined 

 

 

 
In the Time of Trees Photo Essay (TIME© magazine) 
http://www.time.com/time/photogallery/0,29307,1731606_1566407,00.html 

 
Interesting Opportunities for You 

 

Join the EE in Wisconsin School Directory! 
EE in Wisconsin is a new web site designed with you in mind. Not only does it organize Wisconsin's environmental 
education organizations, events, resources, grants, and opportunities so you can find them easily....it is also a great 
place to showcase your school's environmental education successes! 

 
Do your students recycle or work to conserve water? Does your school have a pollinator garden or nature trail? Does your schoÏÌ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅ ȰÂÅÉÎÇ 
ÇÒÅÅÎȱ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ÏÒ ÆÉÅÌÄ ÔÒÉÐÓȩ )Æ ÓÏȟ %% ÉÎ 7ÉÓÃÏÎÓÉÎ ×ÁÎÔÓ ÔÏ ÆÅÁÔÕre your programs in the Environmental Education School 

Directory.   TO JOIN: ÊÕÓÔ ÇÏ ÔÈÅ Ȱ3ÃÈÏÏÌÓȱ ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ www.eeinwisconsin.org ÁÎÄ ÃÌÉÃË ÔÈÅ Ȱ!ÄÄ .Å× 3ÃÈÏÏÌȱ ÂÕtton. If you would like to 

organize (and spellcheck) your information before posting it, use the School Profile Template 
(http://eeinwisconsin.org/Files/eewi/2008/SchoolTemplate.doc).  
 

Environmental Education Online Courses offered through UW-Stevens Point 
To learn more about these courses, visit the course web site: http://www.uwsp.edu/natres/eetap/ 
To learn more about EETAP visit the EETAP website at http://www.eetap.org/ 
 

¶ Applied Environmental Education Program Evaluation   
September 8 ɀ December 5 
 

¶ Fundamentals of Environmental Education  
September 8 ɀ November 28 

 

¶ Leadership Development in Natural Resources: 
Strategic Planning and Implementation  
September 22 ɀ November 21 

¶ NEW COURSE!!                                                                    
Making EE Relevant for Culturally Diverse Audiences   
September 2 ɀ November 6 

 
 Attention 6-12 Educators: Presenter Available to Speak on Civilian Conservation Corps History  
Mary Schueller is the author of a book entitled The Soldiers of Poverty, which provides an overview of the Great Depression, the condition of 
America's natural resource through neglect in the 1930s, and the work performed by the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) in Wisconsin. This is 
the 75th anniversary of the founding of the CCC.  Mary is available to provide a 1-hour presentation to 6th grade groups and on up based on her 
ÂÏÏË ÁÎÄ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈȢ  0ÒÅÖÉÏÕÓÌÙȟ ÓÈÅ ÈÁÓ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃÁÌ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÉÅÓȟ ÎÁÔÕÒÅ ÃÅÎÔÅÒÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÎÉÏÒ ÇÒÏÕÐÓȢ -ÁÒÙȭÓ ÆÁÔÈÅÒ Óerved in the CCC as a 
lead carpenter who helped develop Copper Falls Parkɂmany of the historic photographs in her book are from his experiences.  Please visit her 
website at www.rusticbooks.net for more information. 
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WAEE (Wisconsin Association for Environmental Education) Fall Conference 
Registration is NOW OPEN for the 2008 WAEE Fall Conference:  Ȱ5ÒÂÁÎ %%Ƞ 4ÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÏ Á #ÉÔÙ ÔÈÁÎ ÉÔÓ 3ËÙÌÉÎÅȱ happening in Milwaukee, 
Oct. 29 ɀ Nov. 1st.   The registration form for the conference is attached.  A special member rate is being offered this year for WAEE members in 
good standing.  And be sure to check out the WAEE Fall Conference sweatshirt that can be pre-ordered this year!   

 
Wisconsin Public Service Foundation Innovative Educator Grant 
Wisconsin Public Service is an energy company that provides electricity and natural gas to over 400,000 customers in Northeast Wisconsin and 
Upper Michigan. Public Service recognizes that educators of today are too often faced with the struggle of having to do more with less. In 
response to this increasing demand, they are supporting middle and high school educators in their service territory with the Innovative Educator 
Grant in the area of math, science, or technology. Grants are limited to up to $1,000. Due: November 1, 2008. 
For guidelines and other information, visit www.wisconsinpublicservice.com/news/pdf/innovative_educator_grant.pdf. 
 

IGES 13th Annual Art Contest for Children in Grades 2-4 
Theme: "Trees: Making a World of Difference!" 
Entries Due: Oct. 24, 2008 
Imagine if you could fly above the treetops. Think of all the amazing things you might see. Mighty redwoods soaring high into the sky. Snow-
covered pines and spruces with needle-like leaves. Weeping willows with drooping branches. Trees that thrive in the dry, hot desert. Each and 
every tree helps to create a healthy environment. 
An art contest for grades 2-4 challenges students to explore trees and their importance to the world by reading stories and books, searching Web 
sites and watching movies, and then draw a picture showing what they learned.  This is the 13th annual art contest held by the Institute for Global 
Environmental Strategies (IGES) in Arlington, Va. The contest supports national education standards in science and geography for grades K-4. 
The first-place artist will receive a $100 gift certificate to Crayola.com or Amazon.com, and his or her artwork will be used as IGES's holiday e-card. 
Second-place and third-place winners will receive $75 and $50 gift certificates, respectively. 
 
For more information, including detailed contest instructions, information for teachers and parents, a list of educational resources, and to view 
artwork of past winners, please visit:  http://www.strategies.org/ArtContest 

 
Paying Attention??  

You could win a our next drawing by correctly answering the following question by September 12th: 

Q.  FILL IN THE BLANK (8 words):  In the article, Environmental Education Gets the Green Light, a key House committee blessed a bill that would 
provide money to help states develop __________________________. Let us know at leaf@uwsp.edu. 

Congratulations to the winner of our Summer 2008 Quiz Contest:  Nancy Kress of Evansville School District 

The question was: Within the article, German Tots Learn to Answer Call to Nature, Á 'ÅÒÍÁÎ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÏÒ ÉÓ ÓÉÔÅÄ ÁÓ ÏÐÅÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ first 
ËÉÎÄÅÒÇÁÒÔÅÎȟ ÏÒ ȰÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÇÁÒÄÅÎȟȱ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ ΧΫΦ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÁÇÏȢ  7ÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÈÉÓ ÎÁÍÅȩ The answer: Friedrich Fröbel.  

NancyȭÓ name was chosen from a random drawing of all correct answers submitted.  Her prize was a Garden Herbs poster. Thanks to all our quiz 
contestants.  !ÎÓ×ÅÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓÓÕÅȭÓ ÑÕÉÚ ÃÏÒÒÅÃÔÌÙ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕ ÊÕÓÔ ÍÉÇÈÔ ÂÅ ÏÕÒ ÎÅØÔ ×ÉÎÎÅÒȦȦ 

 

Forest Ed Funnies   
Real Life Hum 0rous Stories f rom the Classroom  
 

ȰI was invited into a fifth grade classroom to teach about bison. I felt like I had done this presentation a zillion times, and had 
answers to all the possible questions kids could come up with. I had a couple tubs of artifacts and bison parts. The kids 
especially liked playing with the bones. Because I only had one of each kind of bone, I would hold a bone up and ask the kids 
which part of buffalo's body they thought the bone belonged to, and to point to that part of their own body if they figured it out. 
So everything was going well-- they pointed to their heads when I held up the skull, to their legs when I held up the femur, etc. 

Then I came to the scapula. They didn't know. So I held it up to my own shoulder to give them a hint.  One boy's face just lit up, "Oh I know--it's a 
buffalo wing!" 

Laura Duffey 
MN Project Learning Tree Coordinator 
 

Tell Us a Story! Win Something Fun! 
7Å ËÎÏ× ËÉÄÓ ÁÒÅ ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔ 7ÉÓÃÏÎÓÉÎȭÓ ÆÏÒÅÓÔÓ and the outdoors.  And we know teachers are using LEAF to teach them.  Well, we want to 
hear your stories and learn about the fun!  Send us your stories, and pictures, if you have some (with student permissions), and ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÂÅ ÅÎÔÅÒÅÄ ÉÎ 
our drawing for a $25 gift certificate to Acorn Naturalists (http://www.acornnaturalists.com/) which has resources for the trail and classroom.  You 
could be our next winner!  Just send your story to:  leaf@uwsp.edu 

 

http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/waee/Events/fall.aspx
http://www.wisconsinpublicservice.com/news/pdf/innovative_educator_grant.pdf
http://www.strategies.org/ArtContest
http://www.usatoday.com/news/education/2008-07-31-environmental-learning_N.htm
mailto:leaf@uwsp.edu
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB120813155330311577.html?mod=hps_us_inside_today
http://www.acornnaturalists.com/
mailto:leaf@uwsp.edu


New RESOURCE: Family-Oriented Outdoor Education Opportunities 
 

LEAVE NO FAMILY INSIDE (LNFI) (5MB pdf) 
compiled by Karen Dostal, Boston School Forest Director and  
Emily Hill, Leave No Family Inside Project Consultant 
 A new activity guide is available for outdoor educators.  Developed by Karen Dostal and Emily Hill, the LNFI guide 
includes sustainability education and environmentally based low-impact activities. Individual LNFI programs include 
Leave No Trace Family Camp; Questing and Geocaching for Families; Cross-Country Skiing for Families; Family 
Snowshoe Adventure; and Earth Day Celebration. Following each of the LNFI programs, families take with them 
informational resources and additional equipment that will enable them to independently pursue time outdoors as a 
family.  Check it out! 

 
Interesting Online Resources 
¶ National EE Week: www.eeweek.org/ 

¶ Kids Ecology Corp: www.kidsecologycorps.org/ 

¶ Trees Forever: www.treesforever.org/ 

¶ Tree Trust: www.treetrust.org/ 

¶ Alliance for Community Trees:  actrees.org/site/index.php 

¶ Invasive Plants Association of Wisconsin: www.ipaw.org/ 

¶ Sustainable Woods Association: www.sustainablewoods.net/ 

¶ Urban Greening: www.ecoiq.com/urbangreening/ 

¶ Wisconsin Family Forests: 
www.sustainablewoods.net/NetworkGroup.aspx?GroupID=14&
GroupPage=1 

¶ Community Forestry Resource Center: 
www.forestrycenter.org/headlines.cfm  

¶ Family Forest Alliance: 
www.dovetailinc.org/familyforestsalliance.html 

¶ Forest Stewardship Council: 
www.fscus.org/standards_criteria/family_forests_program.php 

 
***************************************************************************************************************** 
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