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A new school year ɀ and new opportunities! LEAF has many upcoming opportunities for learning.  If you find yourself itching 

to take the kids outside ɀ there are plenty of LEAF lessons waiting to be implemented.  Check out the LEAFlet for news, ideas, opportunities, 
and connections! 
 

Inside this LEAFlet you'll find: 

¶ 2009 High School Conference on 
the  Environment 

¶ LEAF NEWS 

¶ School Forest News 

¶ Upcoming LEAF Courses/ 
Workshops 

¶ ,%!&ȭÓ 4ÒÅÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 9ÅÁÒ 

¶ Interesting News 

¶ From the Center: WCEE 

¶ Interesting Opportunities for You 

¶ Online Resources    

 

 

2009 High School Conference on the Environment 

OUR CHANGING FORESTS: #ÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅÓ ÁÎÄ /ÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÉÅÓ ÆÏÒ 7ÉÓÃÏÎÓÉÎȭÓ 3ÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ 
 

 

Students and teachers, grades 9-12, are invited to participate in the 18th annual Wisconsin High 
School Conference on the Environment: Our Changing ForestsτChallenges and 
Opportunities for ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴΩǎ Students, November 18, 2009 at UW-Stevens Point! 
 

Throughout the day, high school students and teachers will have the opportunity to: 

¶ [ŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŀŦŦŜŎǘƛƴƎ ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴΩǎ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǎΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΣ ƭŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾŀǎƛǾŜ 
species;  

¶ Learn how even the smallest actions today will help preserve our forests for tomorrow; 

¶ Enjoy an inspiring keynote speaker who works closely with high school students, in the forest,  
conducting wildlife monitoring projects; 

¶ Enjoy a variety of inspiring sessions, student and professional exhibits, and the opportunity to 
network with professionals who dedicate their days tƻ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴΩǎ 
forests;  

¶ Develop an action plan for sharing what they learned with other students and their community;  

¶ Win door prizes and enjoy free refreshments! 
 
Each school may send up to eight students to the conference. tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ άŀƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊǎέ 
from their school and are expected to bring an exhibit to share. Teachers are encouraged to recruit 
students who have an interest in the environment and who show leadership potential. Individual 
students or non school-based groups are also encouraged to participate. It is expected that all 
participants will attend the entire conference.   
 

More information:  http://www.uwsp.edu/wcee/youthconference   

 

ȰActs of creation are ordinarily reserved 
for gods and poets. To plant a pine, one 

need only own a shovel.ȱ 

-- Aldo Leopold 
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LEAF 2009 Annual Field Day 
 
[9!CΩǎ 2009 Annual Field Day on June 17th was an engaging circle tour of school forests and outdoor classrooms. Participants 

toured the Boston School Forest in Stevens Point, Tri-County School Forest in Plainfield, and Port 9ŘǿŀǊŘΩǎ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ 
classroom.  
  
At the Boston School Forest, Karen Dostal discussed how the students from the Stevens Point School District utilize the school forest and 
showed participants the fish pond, prairie, pre-kindergarten outdoor classroom and the new discovery center museum. Joe Raboin, at the 
Tri-County School Forest, discussed how high school students become Environmental Education Counselors and facilitate trips to the school 
forest for district students. Participants then toured the forest and participated in a team-building activity on the challenge course. The Port 
Edwards Elementary School outdoor classroom has a forested parcel, compost site, and prairie with bird feeders right outside the 
classroom window. Ann Pickett, a 4th grade teacher at the Port Edwards School, showed participants many ideas to incorporate 
environmental education into current curriculum.   The 2009 Field Day was a huge success with 25 participants engaged in new ideas and 
lots of networking about the potential for outdoor classrooms, large and small. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New School Partners in Ecological Restoration!  By Chris Kuntz, LEAF Program Associate 

 
This July, LEAF staff coordinated and co-taught the Central Wisconsin Earth 
Partnership for Schools Institute at UW-Stevens Point.   The week-long institute 

focused on ecological restoration as a teaching tool.  Nineteen K-12 teachers from around 
Wisconsin participated.  Using techniques developed and taught through the Earth 
Partnerships for School (EPS) program at UW-Madison Arboretum and LEAF, the teachers 

learned specifically about woodland restoration, although 
any ecosystem can be restored using the EPS model.  
 
The week-long institute provided the teachers with 
specialized skills in restoring the native ecosystem 
adjacent to or near their classrooms, allowing them to 
teach their students how to be responsible caretakers of their natural surroundings. As part of the institute, 
the teachers created a plant inventory map at a UW-SP site and made improvements to the site including 
pulling invasive species and planting native species. They learned how to evaluate a school site, took field 
trips to local outdoor classrooms and a rain garden, performed a site history and analysis, and completed 
some schoolyard mapping, planting and management.  
The Aldo Leopold Audubon Society provided funding for 
the planting of native plants.  

 
The institute was a process by which teachers and students alike became more aware of 
the world around them and how broad the scope of learning can be from one small piece 
of land.  We all gained incredible insights into the world around us during this week.  I am 
looking forward to the projects that will come from this experience and will keep 
everyone up dated as they progress.     
 
Comments from participants testify to the impacts of this partner program:  
 
ά¢ƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ Χƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ L ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ piece of property that our community is going to let us restore. When I first came into the class, I 
ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ŀ ǘǊŀŎǘƻǊΣ ǘƛƭƭ ƛǘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǎƻƳŜ ǇǊŀƛǊƛŜ ƎǊŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƴŜΦ L ǿŀǎ ǿǊƻƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƻ ǘhis than meets 
the eye. The history, planning, doing and managing is all very exciting. I want our kids to get as excited about nature as I am. I want them to 
ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅΦέ  - Brian Stemper 

LEAF NEWS 



 
άtŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ L ǿŀǎ ōƭƛƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ core curricular areas into 
the learning project. Sure, I knew Science would be a breeze, but Language Arts, Math, and Social Studies, 
ŀƭƭ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎΦέ  - Cheryl Steinbach 
 
ά¢Ƙƛǎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ Ƙŀǎ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ Ƴȅ ƻǳǘƭƻƻƪ ƻƴ Ƴȅ classroom ς it has made me want to stretch the envelope 
ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƴŜǿ ƘŜƛƎƘǘǎ Φ Φ Φ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦέ - Annette Woller 

 

 

 

LEAF SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE: Goodman-Armstrong Creek School District 
 
The Goodman-Armstrong Creek School District is [9!CΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ά{ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ 9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜΦέ LEAF has partnered with Goodman-

Armstrong Creek to integrate the community and school forest into the curriculum ς to use the natural and human community as the 
setting for and purpose of learning in the school.  
 
During the summer, a planning team consisting of district and LEAF staff led a community session in which 
20 community members helped set a vision for their community. The planning team then developed a 
framework for how this community vision would be translated into the curriculum. The staff will be 
working on a school-wide project of enhancing the learning opportunities at the school forest for both 
students and the community while integrating concepts, skills, and habits of mind that address the 
community vision. LEAF is providing staff time and professional development for school staff. Chris Kuntz, 
LEAF Program Associate, will work extensively with the teachers to plan and implement activities for 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ {ƘŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ DƻƻŘƳŀƴΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǎƘŜΩǎ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭΗ ¢ƘŜ DƻƻŘƳŀƴ-
Armstrong Creek School District, through funding of the Goodman family, will be providing curriculum 
materials, field equipment, project evaluation, and staff in-service time to implement the project. This is a 
one-year pilot project, although additional funding and resources will be sought to continue the 
partnership.  (Goodman-Armstrong Creek School District is located in northeast Wisconsin, near Iron 
Mountain, Michigan.) 
 

,%!&ȭÓ 'ÒÅÅÎÉÎÇ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ 'ÒÏÕÎÄÓ )ÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅ      By Sarah Gilbert, LEAF Program Coordinator 

 
Outdoor classrooms are gaining recognition as useful teaching tools. ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƴŜǿ ǘƻ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǎ 
have been used as excellent teaching tools since 1928. The increased interest has prompted LEAF to investigate how it can expand its 
support of outdoor classrooms, from school forests to urban forests. LEAF began work on an exciting new initiative this spring called 
Greening School Grounds. 
 
Funding provided through a grant from the Wisconsin Environmental Education Board allowed LEAF to survey schools in Wisconsin. The 
survey told us if the schools had outdoor classrooms, how often they were used, what grades used them, and what resources would help 
schools make better use of their outdoor classrooms. In addition, a survey sent to stakeholders in Wisconsin asked what they did or would 
be willing to do to help schools with their outdoor classrooms.  
 
In May, a group of dedicated educators from schools and non-formal 
education organizations joined the LEAF staff to discuss the results of the 
surveys. The group shared their different perspectives, ideas, and concerns 
to help illuminate the survey results and come up with suggestions for future 
outdoor classroom support. Thank you to Rick, Ryan, Kathy, Kent, Mary, 
Jeanna, Dennis, Heidi, Sarah, and DJ for your input. 
 
So what did we learn? Of the schools that replied, 58% have an outdoor 
classroom on their school grounds or nearby. Of those schools without an 
outdoor classroom, 85% would like one. That was good enough motivation for us! Armed with this information, LEAF will be working to 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ƻǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀƴ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ǎǘƛll working 
out the details, but we hope to provide information, support, and connections to local resources.  
 
Keep your eyes open for more news about this new initiative. If you have any information or pointers to share about your work with school 
site outdoor classrooms, let Sarah know at sgilbert@uwsp.edu.  

    

mailto:sgilbert@uwsp.edu


NEW!!  High School Forestry Education Kits 
 
LEAF is excited to announce the availability of four traveling high school forestry education kits. The kits contain equipment 

and tools to facilitate teaching tree identification and management, plot investigations, and navigation using compasses. In addition, one kit 
contains 10 Garmin GPS units. The kits are available for check out from four locations across the state. There is no fee for using the kits, but 
users are responsible for the loss or damage of kit contents. Each kit is valued at nearly $2,000. Funding for this project was provided by the 
DNR-Division of Forestry with support and coordination from the Wisconsin Agriculture Education and Workforce Development Council. 
So far, we have a coordinator in the Freedom area for one of the trunks:  Freedom Agricultural Education Department, Freedom, Paul 
Larson, 920-788-7940, ext 329 or plarson@freedomschools.k12.wi.us   Stay tuned for names of the three remaining coordinators ς one may 
be near you! 
 

TAKE NOTE!  LEAF Post-Professional Development Survey Soon Underway 
 
LEAF is invested in continually improving our professional development offerings and materials.  LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀ [9!C ŎƻǳǊǎŜ 
in the past years, you may be contacted via email to complete our new Post-Professional Development Survey.  LEAF will be conducting 
this survey three times a year:  September, January and April.  Participants will be contacted based on the time elapsed since they took a 
LEAF course or workshop.  The intent of the survey is to gauge the short and long-term effectiveness of our professional development 
offerings.   This spring, we conducted a pilot survey and the results showed that teachers are overwhelmingly committed to using LEAF 
materials across disciplines and well beyond the time since they participated in a course, whether for credit or not.  Expect the first survey 
to go out at the end of September.  If you are a lucky participant, please know that all who submit a completed survey will be entered into a 
drawing for a  $50 Acorn Naturalists gift certificate.  STAY TUNED!!   

  
Wisconsin School Forest Awards 2009  
Do you know a teacher, school administrator, resource professional, or community member who has made significant contributions to your 
school forest program? If so, LEAF and WAEE wish to recognize these individuals and organizations. Further instructions and a nomination 
form can be found at http://www.uwsp.edu/CNR/waee/Docs/Resources/awards09.pdf 
 All nominations are due by September 25th, 2009. If you have questions about this process, please contact Gretchen Marshall at 
gmarshal@uwsp.edu or the awards committee via the WAEE office at 715-346-2796 or waee@uwsp.edu. 

  

Wisconsin School Forest Summit 2009 
tǳǘ ƛǘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ƴƻǿΗ ¢ƘŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ CƻǊŜǎǘ {ǳƳƳƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ ŎƻƴƧǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ²!99Ωǎ Cŀƭƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ но ŀnd 24th. 
Join us in Eau Claire, WI to network with other school forest educators, enhance your knowledge of school forest issues, tour the 
Menomonie School Forest, and celebrate with school forest leaders at the awards banquet.  
 For more information about the Wisconsin School Forest Summit and to register, visit http://www.u wsp.edu/CNR/waee/Events/fall.aspx  

  

Summer 2009 School Forest Education Plan Workshops 
This summer 10 school districts participated in School Forest Education Plan workshops as the 
result of a WEEB grant they received to further the educational opportunities at their school forests. 
The participating school districts included Crivitz, Lena, Oconto Falls, Chilton, Tomorrow River 
(Amherst), Pittsville, Sauk Prairie, Madison, Boscobel, and Cumberland. Workshops this summer 
guided the school district educators through the content which needs to be included in the school 
forest education plans. It also gave those attending the chance to network with other school forest 
educators by touring local school forests, sharing ideas and concerns, and brainstorming solutions 
to possible hurdles found within their school forest programs. The Wisconsin Environmental 
Education Board (WEEB) sponsors a grant to complete the writing of school forest education plans. 
For more information about school forest education plans contact Gretchen Marshall with LEAF at 
gmarshal@uwsp.edu or the LEAF School Forest website . 

 

  

SCHOOL FOREST NEWS 
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