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V IS IO NV IS IO N  
LEAF envisions inspired & informed citizens actively engaged in  

sustaining healthy forests and communities. 

  
M IS S IO NM IS S IO N  

[9!CΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ Y-12 forestry education through partnerships that  
develop, disseminate, implement & evaluate relevant resources & services. 

  
G OA LSG OA LS  

[9!CΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƻΥ 

¶ Disseminate and develop exceptional and vision-driven curriculum materials and resources to edu-
ŎŀǘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴΩǎ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǎ 

¶ Support, provide, and develop engaging and on-going professional development opportunities for 
ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴΩǎ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǎ 

¶ Advance outdoor learning opportunities for all students 

¶ Advocate for funding K-12 forestry education funding 

¶ Serve as the central source for forestry education resources and networking for K-12 audiences 

¶ Build and strengthen partnerships with diverse forestry education stakeholders 

¶ Facilitate the integration of forestry education into school curriculum 

¶ Support and create projects and events to involve students in forestry related activities 

¶ Evaluate the utilization and effectiveness of LEAF resources and services 

¶ Empower and inspire staff to create a productive, supportive, and sustainable work environment 

  
  

  
PROGRAM OVERVIEWPROGRAM OVERVIEW  

  
LEAF was created to help promote forestry education in Wisconsin schools.  In 2001, Wisconsin K-12 forestry 
education stakeholders evaluated the status of and the need for Wisconsin-based K-12 forestry education, and 
supported the development of a comprehensive program that would enhance existing efforts.  Legislation was 
passed to establish the LEAF Program as a partnership between the Wisconsin Department of Natural Re-
sources-Division of Forestry and the Wisconsin Center for Environmental Education at the College of Natural 
Resources, University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point.  Funding for the program is provided through a surcharge on 
the sale of seedlings from Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources-Division of Forestry nurseries. 

 Enriching Students.  Sustaining Forests. 
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LEAF STAFF 
 

Sarah Gilbert · Program Coordinator 
Chris Kuntz · Program Associate 

Gretchen Marshall · Forestry and Outdoor Education Specialist 
Kelly Mortenson · Communication and Networking Coordinator 

Jeremy Solin · Director 
 

 LEAF ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
  

Miles Benson The Forest History Association of Wisconsin, Inc. 

Scott Bowe UW-Madison, Dept of Forest Ecology and Management 

Randy Champeau Wisconsin Center for Environmental Education 

John Duplissis UW-Stevens Point, College of Natural Resources 

Cindy Edlund Crandon School District 

Sally Ellingboe Retired, Stevens Point School District 

Genny Fannucchi WI Dept of Natural Resources-Division of Forestry 

David Gliniecki Wisconsin Association of Agriculture Educators 

Mark Goings Eau Claire Area School District 

Earl Gustafson Wisconsin Paper Council 

Jeff Hicken WI Dept of Public Instruction 

Ruthanne Horning Wisconsin Woodland Owners Association 

Janet Hutchens and Chris Tall WI Dept of Natural Resources-Project Learning Tree (PLT) 

Nick Hylla Wisconsin Forest Resources Education Alliance 

Mike Johnson LaCrosse Area School District 

 Sherry Klosiewski WI Dept of Natural Resources-Bureau of Parks and Recreation 

 Shelley Lee WI Dept of Public Instruction 

 Wendy McCown WI Dept of Natural Resources-Division of Forestry 

 Trisha Moore Trees for Tomorrow 

 John Staszcuk Wisconsin County Forest Association 

 Barb Thompson West Salem School District 

Tim Peterson Madison School District 

Mary Wendorf Merrill School District 

 Les Werner UW-Stevens Point, College of Natural Resources 

 Dennis Yockers UW-Stevens Point, Wisconsin Center for Environmental Education 
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 2008 PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS 
 
¶ A total of 592 educators participated in LEAF professional development offerings in 2008.  

This is a 59% increase from 2007 and an 88% increase from 2006.  Interest in and commitment to 
teaching about Wisconsin's forests continues to grow along with LEAF's reputation for providing 
exceptional materials and professional development.  Since 2003, 2,034 teachers have participated 
in LEAF professional development, reaching approximately 80,000 students each year. 

¶ LEAF conducted staff in-service programs at 11 schools. Specific grade-level partial staff in-
services were held at Antigo, DC Everest, Gillett, McFarland, Washburn, and West Salem.  Full staff 
in-services were provided at Glidden, Oakfield, Park Falls, Tigerton, and Thorp.  

¶ LEAF lesson guides were distributed to 302 teachers.  In total, 3,695 guides have been distrib-

uted since 2003. 

¶ Over 200,000 people visited the LEAF website in 2008.  The website's popularity continues to 
grow.  It's an important resource for teachers and the general public within Wisconsin and across 
the world.  The website was redesigned in 2008 and an on-line LEAF library of forestry education 
resources developed by LEAF and others will be incorporated in 2009. 

¶ LEAF has worked with over 100 school districts in the development and utilization of their 
school forests.  In 2008, consultation was provided to 19 school districts working on their school 
forest education plans. There are over 30 districts currently working on their education plans, and 
47 districts have approved education plans.  The LEAF Program recognized the following individuals 
for their exceptional commitment to Wisconsin school forests: Teacher: Amery Outdoor Education 
Committee; Community Member: Ms. Janet Moore (McFarland School Forest); School Administra-
tor: Mr. Larry Mancl (Tri-County Area School District); Resource Professional: Mr. Steve Grant 
(Wood County Forester). 

¶ LEAF provided or supported events and activities for 548 K-12 students in 2008.  These 
include coordinating the WI FFA Forestry Career Development Event competition, providing activi-
ties at the Whiting Arbor Day Celebration and at the Kretz Landowner Field Day, and supporting the 
High School Conference on the Environment. 

¶ In 2008, Kelly Mortenson, Communications and Networking Coordinator, Sarah Gilbert, Program 
Coordinator, and Jeremy Solin, Director, welcomed Gretchen Marshall, Forestry and Outdoor     
Education Specialist, and Chris Kuntz, Program Associate, to the LEAF team. 


