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MIKE DOMBECK grew up (n the Moose Lake area and graduated from Hayward High School and

the University of Wisconsin - Stevens Point. He has a B 5. degree i Biology and an M.S. degree
n Aquatic Biofogy. He has taught Zoology at the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Paint and is
presently a staff member of the University of Minnesota'’s Bell Museumn of Natural History. Mike
has also been an area fishing guide since his high school days.

FISHERMAN'S DELIGHT .. ... THE WALLEYE
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What fish is the most sought after game fish and
the most highly prized food fish in the Upper Mid-
west? The walleye, without a doubt. The walleye,
being the largest member of the perch family, is
closely related to sauger, darters, and perch. The
eyes, from which the walleye gets i1ts name, are
large with a pearly luster and glow when spotlighted
at might Impartant distinguishing charactenstics are
the white tip on the lower lobe of the tail fin and the
dark inky blotch on the poastenor end of the spiny
dorsal lin

Sawvyer County s the heart of the native walleye
range which extends North to the Yukon and South
10 Arkansas Wisconsin has well over 1,000 walleye
lakes with almost 100 of them being in Sawyer
County plus over 150 miles of nivers,

Walleyes thrive successfully in clean unpolluted
lkes with rocky shorelines ar incoming streams
which are utiized as spawming grounds. The spawn-
i run beging late in April soon after the ice breaks
up and water temperatures reach 38°F The males
reach the spawnig grounds before the females,
When the water temperature reaches 42° to 50°F

spawning begins, Eggs are depaosited randomly and
sift between rocks and gravel in well oxygenated
water from one to four feet deep One-half inch hy
will hatch in aboul two to three weeks after spawn
ing occurs. The average female walleye will lay
about 50000 eggs of which less than 500 will
survive their first year. Very large females have been
known to lay over 600,000 eggs.

By the end of its first year a walleye may grow
up 1o seven inches, up 10 12 inches by the end of its
third year, and 17 inches by the end of its fifth year
Females beqin spawning in their third and fourth
years. The average hfe span of the walleye in this
area is about seven years. The females usually grow
larger than therr counterparts. Walleyes up to 18
years old have been recorded, the largest being
36.25 inches and weighing 22-1/4 pounds

Being near the top of the food chain the wall-
eyes are predators. The very young feed on zoo
plankton and larval insects and soon small fish, even
other walleyes. As they grow, larger minnows and
ather fish become their main diet supplemented by
insects hke the maytly and other aquatc inhabitants
They are staunch competitors of both large and
smallmouth bass Walleyes introduced nto prme
bass lakes soon cause the decline of the bass

Anglers use many techriques for calching wall
eyes, from still fishing 1o troling 1o bait casung We
can thank the walleye for many hours of rest and
relaxation in the clean fresh air and fantastic scenery
of our northern lakes. For every day spent fishing
you'll live anather day longer.
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80 ACRES WITH A VIEW FROM HEAVEN.., Old farm

hame and hay barn (just barely standing]. well, apple trees.

25 acras cleared and 14 mile gravel road frontage. Loca-

ton offers panoromic view that unvinls 20 nules of country-

sudn ceeeeeeeooo, 815,000,

COZY LAKE COTTAGE WTTH 100 FT. FRONTAGE
Throe bedrooms, fireplace, and all the Tur-

mshings, Lake i deep, crystal clear, sandy
beach, loaded with trout, and in the heart of the
National Forest . ... ... $20.500.

Office (715)798-3445

Res. (715)798-3314
SUMMER COTTAGE ON LAKE WILIPYRO . . Nestlad on
several acres and around 1000 fi. of lake frontage for
fooling and frolicking. Picturesgue smaller-sized lake with
clear water and excellent bass fishing. Cottage goes fur-
nished and there are several outbuildings . ... .. $24.000.

NEED A HOME AND NOT A MANSION? ... How about o
campact two-bedroom home with ceramic bath, efficien!
kitehen-dining-living aren and a pleasing cedar deck. Knorty
cedar puneling carpeted and furnished. Situnted on four
aeres with permanent aceess tn Loke Owen, Only . $19.500.
VACANT BUILDING SITES . . . Located in and around the
Mt Telemark Recreanhopal Community, Ranging in size from
1/2 aere to Geplus aeres AL nicely woodad with utlivies
already mstallod Prices starting at . $4,500.
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The clockwork of the nature kingdomn is a never-
ceasing wonder . . . everything has its order. A few nights
ago we watched the annual phenomena of walleye rush-
ng upstream to spawn, and no matter how many times
one views the rtual it s fascinating The fish look so
huge in the water — they are — and the walleyes' glow-
ing eyes when spathighted in the dark add excitement to
the adventure. Needfess to say, only looking is permitred!

This 1ssue'’s “"Natural History Notes” explores the
walleye's insunctive habits; we're certain youll find it
interesting and informative. We are proud to introduce
our new cofumnist, Mike Dombeck. Like Affen Mattis,
Mike /s a local boy who grew up loving this area and
successfully pursued a profession in the natural sciences.

’

There was hardly time for local residents to catch
“their breath hetween seasons this year. The winter was
extremely busy with ideal snow conditions for snow-
mobiters, downhill and cross-country skiers .. Oid you
know the U.5. Cross-Country Ski team (rained at Tele-
mark, the Qtympic Try-Outs were held here, and that 983
skiers reqistered for the Tefermark to Hayward American-
Birkebeiner IV Race in February? The weather on race
day was glorious, the sight of so many racers swaiting
the starting cannon was breathtsking, with the resulfting
nationwide publicity an indicaton of the growing popu-
tarity of cross-country skiing and the annual Birkebeiner
Race hosted by Telermnark

But winter is over .. to you early fishermen and
returning homeowners, a warm welcome!
CONNIE MILLER

P.8 Discarning readers might recogmize wooley sheep m
the foreground of Mary Marple's whimsical painting!

ORDER "THE VISITOR”
Individual copies of “The Visitor” are available
by mail — 35¢ for a single copy; $3.00 for the
season. When ordering, ba sure to include your
zip code.
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MAY 8 — SATURDAY

&th Annual Charity Balf — At Telemark Lodge. Dinner
at 7:00 p.m.; dancing at 9:00. Call 634-8227 for reservations.

MAY 18 — TUESDAY

Stan Kenton and His Orchestra — 4-hour Dance-Concert at Tale-
mark Lodge. Seating limned, for reservations call 634-2959 |(Hayward) or
798-3811 (Cable).

MEMORIAL DAY TO LABOR DAY

Stock Car Races — Each Sunday at Northern Lites Speedway, 10
miles N.E. of Hayward off Hwy. 63; starting lime 2:30.

JUNE 12, 13 — SATURDAY, SUNDAY

Saddleites Horse Show — Hayward Lions Center,
JUNE 18, 20 — SATURDAY, SUNDAY

Short Stop Golf Tournament — Hayward Country Club.
JUNE 25, 26, 27 — FRIDAY, SATURDAY, SUNDAY

Hayward Nationa! Musky Festival — Contests tor all ages. Giant Fish
Contest and Display; Carnival; Parade Sunday afternoon
JULY AND AUGUST

Cowboy Pofo — Each Monday evening at Mrotek’'s Riding Stable,
East of Hayward on Hwy. 77.

Indian  Pow Wows
Historyland.

Ski Skats Water Show — Sunday and Wadnesday at 6:30 p.m. at
Hayward City Beach.
JULY 3. 4, 5 — SATURDAY, SUNDAY, MONDAY

21st Annual Gathering of the Tribes indian Pow-Wow at Historyland.
Authentic dancing and pageantry by hundreds of Indians from midwest
tribes and from many far-away slates,
SULY 4TH — SUNDAY

Giant Homecoming, Otd-Fashioned PFicnic and Fireworks Display.
Community celebration with a glorious, free fireworks display at dusk.
JULY 7, 8 — WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY
Antique Show at the Hayward Armory. Sponsored by Antique Club.
JULY 30 31, AUGUST I — FRIDAY, SATURDAY. SUNDAY

Lumberiack World Championships at Historyland Bowl. Cantests of
strength and skill with competitors from all over the waorld. A 2.1/2 10 3-

Every Tuesday and Thursday evening al

Offering . . .

o~

hour show; $10,000 in prizes; nationally televised.

CRAFTSMEN IN FINE LEATHER GOODS

BELTS, BAGS, BILLFOLDS, BUCKLES,

GARMENTS, MOCCASINS, HATS & ACCESSORIES

IN QUALITY LEATHER

Downtown Hayward [Upstairs next to Karibalis]
and at Telemark Lodge




