6[3]78
rlatural Distory Rotes

MIKE DOMBECK yrew up in the Moose Lake area and graduated from Hayward Hiyh Schoul and
the Umiversity of Wisconsin-Stevens Point. He has a B.S. degree in Biology and an M.S. degrue
i Aquatic Biokogy. He has taught Zoology at the University of Wisconsin- Stevens Point and 1s
currently a fisheries biologist with the U.S. Forest Service, living in Munising, Michigan. Mike has

also been an area fishing guide since his high school days.

THE BROWN BULLHEAD

Ihe brown bullhead is a member of a very
common family of fishes called the catfishes. Some
of thi: other members of this group are the channel
hlack bullhead, vyellow bullhead, stonecat
arsdomedtom. Larger species of this group are all
anpartant tood fishes. It's been reported that thoy
o be shipped alive for great distances when
packeed on ice. After being kept in a wet burlap bag
il iy bullheads will swim away. These fishes may
not b considered  gamefishes, but there are
probably as many bullhead anglers as there are all
uttar fishermen.

catfeh,

Gt thee three species of bullheads the brown bull-
head s probably the most common. [t inhabits both
lyrge and smoll Takes as well as quiet streams, The
brown  hulihead, called  the horned pudt or
speckled bullhead, 6 found trom the Dakotas to
New Cngland. The brown bullhead can be distn-
guished hrom the black bullhead by the sharp teeth
on s pectoral spmes which the black  bulltieod
lacks. It can be differentiated from the yellow bull-
head by s dark chin barbels ar whiskers,

also

Tests have shown that members of the catfish
farmuly learn much faster and retain this learning
much longer than most other species of fisho If they
are hooked by oan angler and escape, the bullhead
ey avord baded hook and hine the test of s hife,
I'hey also have a sensitive sense of smell and can
detect foud over long distances. Amse ol s often
added to catfish bait to help attract a big one. Thor
barbels contain thousands of taste buds which are
also very sensitive to touch. All things considered,
this tish is not nearly as dumb as it looks.

The brown bullhead is also a very conscientious
parent. The male makes a nest in shallow water in a
depression or old muskrat burrow where spawning
oceurs o May and June. About 2,000 eggs 1'8 inch
mn diameter are lad and hatch in about five days.
The coal-black yvoung stay i a school protected by
the male during the early part of the summer. These
schools appear as conspicuous dark patches in the
water untl the young disperse. The young reach
four mches by the end of their first year and may
reach g maximim length of 20 inches.
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Their diet is mainly composcd of craytish, frog,
insects, worms, detritus and, to a
small fish and minnows. The bullhead's sluggesh
swimming habits make him a poor predator. Most
fish can easily escape the jaws of a hullhead. They
are able to digest some plant material but prefer
ammal tood when avallable.

lesser extont,

I'he broswn bullhead < probably our most impor
tant bullhead. When taken frome clean unpoliuted
watars, bullheads are excellent eating. Under  the
scdletess coat of spies and whiskers is a tasty,
pncy, white flesh. Many people prefer eating bull
heads over many other fish since they have fower
ribs and bones than most other fish, No gourmet
would turn down a meal of golden fried bullheads,
and if you happen to like smoked fish, bullheads are

tops.
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Flea Mart

EACH TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY -3am -3p.m

AT JUNCTION OF HWY. 27 & "B
Across from National Fishing Hall of Fame

OLD THINGS, NEW THINGS, ANTIQUES, ARTS,
CRAFTS, BAUBLES, BANGLES & BEADS
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GEORGE A KOERPEL
Funeral Director
OUR 15T YEAR OF
SERVICE TO THE AREA
Phone 715 6442703
HAYWARD, WISCONSIN

On Main Street - Downtown Hayward
Open Evenings to 3:00 p..
Sundays to 300 p.m

I ‘ | Scheer’s
! Al 1 1
8 NORTHWOODS SPORTS
‘ Dick Scheer o  Phone 634-8550
* FISHING TACKLE * FISH LOCATORS
e REEL PARTS & BULK LINE
e ELECTRIC TROLLING MOTORS
* CYPRESS GARDEN SKIS & ACCESSORIES
¢ GUNS — AMMUNITION
* RELOADING SUPPLIES ¢ ARCHERY
The Largest Display of Mepps and Mr. Twister
Baits in the North
One Stop Shopping for the Sportsman



