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THE BULLHEAD

I'he Black bullhead 3 a8 common imhabitant of
many of our Wisconsin waters. The importance ol
thig figh in ompr Bguahc ecodysiems showld nol be
shighted. Although the black bulihead may nol be
as degsirable © the sporEman &3 a walleve or
prrhaps a trowt it i a highly estearnad and soughi
after species by many feharmen.

Being a memiwer of thae catfish lamsly the thack
bufhaad has several ciose relatives in the stale.
."-'ll'l'lﬂll'lg these are the yellny Dfthasd and tha
hrown pullhgad The black pulthead can be dis-
pigquishad o ks closest relatives by 8 Tever
sumpde  charactersnes. s four chin barbels or
whiskars are black and its pectaoral spines ek
shasp Serrabions of 1eelh, The vefiow bullbead has
light cream to vellow coloved chin barbeks and the
brown bulifead hes shaip S2rratlions on s pecioral
spines, The channel catfish is another close ralawe
af the Dslihead, howewar, tna channel catlish has a
derphy forked il while the bullheads @il s almost
sfLare,

Bulhasds possets  geversd  sdapiiee  [eatures
wnezin gnablas thaym 10 sunvive whara many oihes
speces ol [eh would not. They 1olsram wery low
axygan contant; in fact, thay can survive in water
whare oxypgen is ey lacking. Bullhsads can gulp
and mwaliow air and the xygen i absorbad by the
hning of the digestive tract. This enables 1ham 1o
inhahit slagnant walsrs Of, i Sme Cases, freaze-
out lakes. A& fisherman may calch a bullhead anc
threwer il in thie botism of the boal where no waker
i5 presenl. Mary hours laber e fisherman can
thrm hes pudthead back kg the ke and n g faw
miraalid b ews Beeay. Live bullbeads are often
shipped in ioe and are easily resned when placed
i wabes.

Test= have shown that bullheads and catfish
arn much lagler and recain thes learning leodger
than most other spacies of fish. I they am hooked
by an angler and escaga, 1he culhead may asaid
hait on a hook and ling the rast of 15 life. Thay
aled hgve g sensilee sanse of smefl and can detect
food owEr long dislances Thatir Barheds contain
thousands of taste buds and ane alga vary sensitive
to touch, When we add all this up, the bullhead 15
nol negety s dumb 88 e looks
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The black balhead ranges from Montana o
Mew York and south o Missoun and Kenbucky
The pufead makes s mest in shallow water m a
deprassion or old  muskral pusrow where they
spaven 10 Mey and June. After raiching, dense
schools con oflen e seen Swimming along e
shoreene. The male ramains with the schopd and
guards them from predalors uall the young dis-
persn, Tha pullhead’s peeferred hatetal s shallows
laleps, poduds and muddy streams. They feed on s
large wariaty of foud, Ther dezl s maenly comymesad
of crayfsh, lrogs, insacts, worms, detnius ard 10 4
lgssar exignl, small fhish and eminnows. Thie boli-
head's sluggish swimming habits make han a poor
predator. Mast amall fish can easly escape the
jaws ol tha bullhizad. They are able 19 diges) sorme
plant rratenst bul prefer animal food when ayail-
albda

Wihan 1akan from clean unpodiuted wioters. bus-
traads are ewxcellent eanng. Under the scalels=s
coat of spnas and whiskers is a asly, juicy, wihite
flesh, Klarye people preler ealesd bullhesds oses
many othar fieh sinca they have fewer nbs and
bones than most othey fish, NOo Qowrmean skl
turn down g meal of golden fried pu%heads, andg if
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SCHEEr'S  sumin breat

youn hapgen 1o like smoked hah, bullheads are (ops
ii NORTHWOODS SPORTS
ek Bchesr = Phone G34-805)
o FISHING TACKLE e FISH LOCATORS
o GUNS — ANMUMNITION * ARCHERY
e ELECTRIC TROLLING MOTORS
¢ REEL FARTS & BLILK LINE
e CYPRESS GARDEM WATER SKIS AND
ACCESSORIES e HERMAN BOOTS
The Largest Dvsplay of Mepps and &k, Teaster
Halts in the North

One Stop Shopping for the Sportsman



