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PLANNING FOR HEALTHY COMMUNITIES 
 

By Rebecca Roberts, Land Use Specialist, Center for Land Use Education 

In the United States, two-thirds of adults are overweight and one in three 
is obese. Obesity-related health care costs are estimated at $147 billion 
annually and expected to double each decade. Statistics on the lack of 
physical activity among children are also alarming. Most children are 
driven to school in cars or buses, and one in every three is overweight.1  
 
The U.S. Department of Health 
recommends a minimum of 30 minutes of 
moderate physical activity for adults and 60 
minutes of moderate to vigorous physical 
activity for children each day in order to 
reduce incidents of obesity, diabetes, heart 
disease, hypertension, and depression.2  
Yet, most Americans fail to achieve these 
levels of activity. One reason is the built 
environment in which we live.  
 
Research shows that where we live can impact how well we live. Healthy 
communities provide families with safe places to walk, bike and play; 
convenient access to healthy, affordable foods; and plenty of opportunities 
for physical activity. Across the country, policy-makers, community 
leaders, and individuals in the private sector are collaborating to build 
such neighborhoods, but we still have a long way to go. This article 
presents research and recommendations in four general areas to help local 
officials produce healthier, more vibrant communities.  
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“Healthy communities 

provide families with safe 

places to walk, bike and 

play; convenient access to 

healthy, affordable foods; 

and plenty of opportunities 

for physical activity.”  
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Promote Walkable, Mixed Use Development 
 

Over the last 40 years, aspects of our built 
environment have made it difficult for people to 
walk and bike for recreation and transportation. 
In 1969, 90 percent of children living within 
one mile of school walked to school. Today that 
number has dropped to 35 percent.3 These 
changes are due, in part, to a built environment 
that discourages walking and bicycling and 
promotes driving. 
 
A walkable neighborhood mean that residents 
can easily walk or bike from home to places 
they need to go—such as schools, shops and 
workplaces—whenever and as often as they 
want. A large number of studies have shown 
that adults living in walkable neighborhoods are 
more physically active.4 On average, residents 
in highly walkable neighborhoods take twice as 
many walking trips as those in less walkable 
neighborhoods, mostly to work or to run 
errands.5 Residents are more likely to walk or 
ride a bike if they have access to public 

transportation and live in a city center, close to a 
grocery store, drug store, and other businesses.6 
 
Promoting walkable, mixed use development is 
particularly important for encouraging mobility 
among youth and older adults. Children that have 
opportunities to walk or ride a bicycle from 
home to school and other destinations are more 
likely to get regular physical activity.7 Likewise, 
adults aged 65 and older who live closer to shops 
and services take more total trips outside the 
home and are more likely to walk and use public 
transportation.8  
 
A 2007 study of planning directors and residents 
of 67 counties showed that more sidewalks, 
bicycle lanes, and trails; more walkable, mixed-
use development; and strong planning policies 
are associated with higher levels of physical 
activity. Residents of counties with active living 
environments are more than twice as likely to 
walk or bike as residents in other counties. This 
association is even stronger among lower-income 
residents.9  

Graphic: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
Data: USDOT, Federal Highway Administration,  
2009 National Household Travel Survey 
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Increase Access to Parks, Open Space, and 
Recreational Facilities 
 

An increasing body of evidence suggests that 
children who live in communities with open 
spaces—such as parks, ball fields, nature 
centers, picnic areas and campgrounds—are 
more physically active than those who live in 
areas with fewer recreational facilities.10 One 
study evaluating the relationship between 
physical activity and the natural and built 
environment found that people with greater 
access to open space are 43 percent more likely 
to exercise for 30 minutes on most days 
compared to those with poorer access.11  
 
A 2006 study of more than 1,500 teenage girls 
found that they achieved 35 additional minutes 
of weekly physical activity for each park that 
was within one-half mile of their homes.12 
Likewise, a 2007 study of low-income areas 
found that people who live within one mile of a 
park exercised at a rate 38 percent higher than 
those who lived farther away, and were four 
times as likely to visit a park at least once a 
week.13 Other studies have found that adults 
who live near recreational facilities or have 
aesthetically pleasing places where they can be 
active have higher levels of recreational 
physical activity.14-15 

Policy and Program Recommendations:  
 

Conduct a walkability or bikability audit of 
your community.  

Develop a dedicated bicycle or pedestrian 
master plan. Evaluate existing plans for 
“active transportation” and “complete 
streets” policies.  

Use a capital improvement plan to 
continuously plan and budget for sidewalks, 
bicycle lanes, and trail connections. 

Adopt design guidelines for the construction 
of new streets, sidewalks, and trails. 

Maintain relatively small, grid-like blocks in 
urban areas. Improve connectivity of 
existing areas by retrofitting large blocks, 
cul-de-sacs, and dead-end streets with 
pedestrian and bicycle paths.  

Provide for a mix of land uses including 
homes, schools, retail stores, office space, 
cultural and community space, and 
recreational facilities.  

Create desired patterns of development by 
using form-based zoning, planned unit 
developments, and traditional neighborhood 
development.  

Promote transit-oriented or transit-adjacent 
development.  

Design roads to be the minimum width and 
have the minimum number of lanes 
practical. 

Allow for shared or reduced car parking if 
walking, bicycling and public transit are 
convenient alternatives.  

“Children playing outside—in spaces 

dedicated for play or not—signify a vibrant, 

healthy community. In cities and towns across 

America, however, children just don’t get out 

and play as they used to. The barriers to play 

include increased screen time, reductions in 

school-based playtime, more traffic, less open 

space, run-down play areas, and caregivers’ 

fears about safety. As children become more 

sedentary, the loss of play has serious 

consequences for health, education, and 

community development.” 

Executive Summary, Play Matters, 2009  

Do you live in a walkable community?  
Find out with these tools: 
 
Walkability Checklist 
www.saferoutesinfo.org/sites/default/files/
walkabilitychecklist.pdf 
 
Bikeability Checklist 
www.bicyclinginfo.org/pdf/bikabilitychecklist.pdf  
 
Healthy Development Checklist 
www.walkable.org/assets/downloads/
healthy_development_checklist.pdf  
 
Rural Active Living Assessment Tool 
www.activelivingresearch.org/node/11947  

http://www.saferoutesinfo.org/sites/default/files/walkabilitychecklist.pdf�
http://www.saferoutesinfo.org/sites/default/files/walkabilitychecklist.pdf�
http://www.saferoutesinfo.org/sites/default/files/walkabilitychecklist.pdf�
http://www.saferoutesinfo.org/sites/default/files/walkabilitychecklist.pdf�
http://www.bicyclinginfo.org/pdf/bikabilitychecklist.pdf�
http://www.walkable.org/assets/downloads/healthy_development_checklist.pdf�
http://www.walkable.org/assets/downloads/healthy_development_checklist.pdf�
http://www.walkable.org/assets/downloads/healthy_development_checklist.pdf�
http://www.walkable.org/assets/downloads/healthy_development_checklist.pdf�
http://www.activelivingresearch.org/node/11947�


Connecting recreational facilities with other 
community destinations can reduce barriers 
individuals face in being physically active (i.e. 
cost, convenience, and access). In one survey 
of rural residents, more than half said that they 
walked more often after a nearby trail 
opened.16 Opening up schoolyards and other 
gathering places to the public is another way to 
increase physical activity.  
 
Policy and Program Recommendations:  
 

Assess quantity, quality, and access to 
parks, playgrounds and recreational 
facilities in your community. 

Use a capital improvement plan to budget 
for new facilities and provide ongoing 
maintenance.  

Design parks, playgrounds, and 
recreational facilities to accommodate a 
range of age groups, activities in different 
seasons, and local cultural preferences. 

Locate schools, residences, and places of 
work near parks, walking paths, trails, and 
waterfront recreation areas. 

Use subdivision exactions and impact fees 
to acquire and improve parks serving new 
development.  

Allow higher density development in 
exchange for open space preservation.  

Convert vacant lots and abandoned rail 
corridors into community gardens, parks, 
trails and greenways.  

Partner with land trusts, conservation 
organizations, and other community groups 
to sponsor and maintain parks, green spaces, 
and community gardens. 

Design new school facilities to allow for 
public use outside of school hours. Develop 
a joint-use agreement allowing community 
members to utilize school facilities.  

Include trees and objects of visual interest 
on streets, sidewalks, and trails. Orient paths 
toward interesting views.  

Link parks, open space, and recreational 
facilities with community destinations. 
Provide signage that includes directions, 
distances, and times to various destinations. 

 
Keep Communities Safe and Free From 
Crime to Encourage Outdoor Activity  
 

While unsafe environments are usually 
associated with violence, they also can include 
dilapidated, inadequate physical infrastructure 
that is unsafe for physical activity. Access to 

View data sources and 
additional infographics  
at: www.activeliving 
research.org/blog  
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safe places to play, such as parks and school 
playgrounds improves the likelihood that 
children will be physically active.17-18  
Unfortunately, loss of financial resources and 
public commitment to children’s play is 
reflected in the quality of spaces that exist and 
are accessible. In 2002, 29 percent of all 
playgrounds surveyed nationally contained 
one or more pieces of hazardous equipment.19 

 

Parents’ perceptions of safety in their 
neighborhoods, from concerns about traffic to 
strangers, can also determine the level of 
activity in which their children engage.20-21 In 
one study, youth living in safe neighborhoods 
engaged in physical activity for an additional 
49 minutes per week than youth living in 
unsafe neighborhoods.22 
 
Access to schools, parks, playgrounds, and 
other community destinations also matters. 
Findings from 33 studies show that children 
are more physically active when sidewalks 
provide access to destinations such as schools, 
but less likely to walk if they are confronted 
with traffic hazards and unsafe intersections.23 
In one study, adding and improving bicycle 
lanes, traffic signals, sidewalks, and 
crosswalks increased the number of children 
walking or bicycling to school. Students were 
three times more likely to start walking or 
bicycling on routes where improvements had 
been made.24  

Providing safe sidewalks, bike trails, and traffic 
calming devices can also lead to increased physical 
activity among adults.25 This is particularly 
important for certain populations such as the 
elderly, who are more vulnerable to pedestrian 
accidents due to slower reaction times and limited 
mobility. In 2007, individuals aged 65 and older 
made up 12.5 percent of the U.S. population but 
comprised 19 percent of all pedestrian fatalities.26  
 
Policy and Program Recommendations:  
 

Conduct a community safety audit.  
Develop a safe routes to school program.  
Makes streets and paths universally accessible 

to the elderly and disabled by including curb 
cuts, auditory crossing signals, and adequate 
crossing times. 

Employ traffic calming measures such as curb 
extensions, raised crossings, medians, speed 
bumps, and roundabouts to make roads safer 
for cars, bicyclists, and pedestrians. 

Encourage street activity by creating a buffer 
from  moving vehicles using street trees, 
benches, planters, and other infrastructure. 

Pay special attention to the treatment of 
sidewalks and bikepaths near parks, schools, 
and intersections. 

Provide exterior lighting near sidewalks, paths, 
and active play areas to extend opportunities 
for physical activity into the evening.  

Enact ordinances and policies that encourage 
owners to build on vacant lots and revitalize 
vacant properties. 

 
Provide Access to High-Quality, Healthy, 
Affordable Foods 
 

Eating a healthy diet that includes fresh fruits and 
vegetables helps to reduce risks of obesity and 
chronic diseases.27 Unfortunately, many 
communities lack access to healthy food options. 
One study found that adults living in areas with 
one or more supermarkets are more likely to meet 
dietary recommendations for fruits and vegetables 
than adults living in areas with no supermarkets.28 
Research also suggests that greater access to 
supermarkets may be related to a reduced risk of 
obesity, while greater access to fast food and 
convenience stores may be related to an increased 

Does your community include safe places for 
physical activity? Find out with these tools: 
 
Safe Growth America Checklist 
www.planning.org/aicp/symposium/2004  
 
Wisconsin Safe Routes to School Toolkit 
www.dot.wisconsin.gov/localgov/aid/saferoutes-
toolkit.htm 
 
Pedestrian Road Safety Audit 
http://katana.hsrc.unc.edu/cms/downloads/
PedRSA.reduced.pdf#page=112 
 
Community Park Audit Tool 
www.activelivingresearch.org/node/12700 

http://www.planning.org/aicp/symposium/2004�
http://katana.hsrc.unc.edu/cms/downloads/PedRSA.reduced.pdf#page=112�
http://katana.hsrc.unc.edu/cms/downloads/PedRSA.reduced.pdf#page=112�
http://katana.hsrc.unc.edu/cms/downloads/PedRSA.reduced.pdf#page=112�
http://katana.hsrc.unc.edu/cms/downloads/PedRSA.reduced.pdf#page=112�
http://www.activelivingresearch.org/node/12700�
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Encourage mixed-use and planned unit 
developments to include food retail options. 

Design grocery stores and parking areas to 
accommodate pedestrians, cyclists, 
automobiles, and loading trucks safely and 
conveniently. Provide infrastructure such as 
bike racks and drinking fountains. 

Relax zoning requirements that make it 
difficult for grocery stores to locate in rural 
and urban areas.  

Provide grants, loans, tax incentives, and 
small business development programs to 
encourage grocery stores to open in 
underserved areas.  

Adopt policies to ensure that recently closed 
grocery stores are replaced by others. 

Provide space for farmers’ markets, farm 
stands, mobile food carts, and community 
gardens. Consider a winter farmers’ market.  

Support procurement of locally grown food 
through government and school contracts.  

risk of obesity.29-32 Overall, food environments 
that offer a greater variety of healthy food options 
at affordable prices can lead to healthier food 
choices.33 
 

To increase the quality and availability of fresh, 
healthy foods, a growing number of local 
communities are turning to farmers’ markets, 
farm stands, farm-to-school programs and 
community gardens. Community and school 
gardens provide access to fresh produce, green 
space, opportunities for environmental education, 
and potential cost savings on food. In one study, 
community gardeners reported annual savings on 
food bills of $700 per family.34 In another study, 
students’ perceptions of vegetables significantly 
improved, as did their preference for fruits and 
vegetables after participating in a school 
gardening program.35  
 
Policies that increase local sources of food have 
the potential to provide consumers with healthier 
choices, farmers with more marketing 
opportunities, and communities with powerful 
economic development opportunities. 
 

Policy and Program Recommendations:  
 

Create a food policy council to advance 
healthy food options in your community. 

Conduct a community food system audit. 
Add language to comprehensive and 

sustainability plans to promote healthy food.  
Encourage the development of grocery stores 

near residences and places of work. 
Provide public transportation to food retailers.  
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The term Complete Streets means much more 
than the physical changes in a community’s 
streets. Complete Streets means changing 
transportation planning, design, maintenance, 
and funding decisions. A Complete Streets 
policy ensures that, from the start, projects are 
planned and designed to meet the needs of every 
community member, regardless of their age, 
ability, or mode of travel. Doing so allows a 
community to save money, accommodate more 
people, and create an environment where every 
resident can travel safely and conveniently.  
 
Complete Streets can be achieved through a 
variety of means including plans, policies 
ordinances, resolutions, and design manuals. In 
August 2011, the City of LaCrosse became the 
first municipality in Wisconsin to adopt a 
Complete Streets law. The Green Complete 
Streets Ordinance requires that bicycles and 
pedestrians be considered when reconstructing 
city streets. It also requires that the road projects 
include best practices in landscaping, 
stormwater management, and air quality. 
Complete Streets policies have also been passed 
by La Crosse County and several neighboring 
cities and villages.  
 
Examples of Complete Streets elements are 
shown on the next two pages.   

For decades, the fields of transportation planning 
and design focused on moving able-bodied adults 
in automobiles, creating a system that provides 
reasonably good mobility and convenience for 
millions of Americans. However, the needs of 
travelers outside that group, including younger or 
older people, those with disabilities, and those 
who travel by transit, bicycle, or foot, have been 
routinely overlooked.  
 
Neighborhoods lack safe places to walk or 
bicycle, and access to key community resources 
such as parks, shops, grocery stores, and schools 
is now dependent on access to an automobile. 
Thousands of people are injured or killed while 
walking or bicycling each year, in part due to the 
inhospitable built environment. Buses move 
down streets slowly, and drivers – when not 
speeding along neighborhood streets – are caught 
in traffic jams on major arterials.  
 
The Complete Streets movement aims to develop 
integrated, connected networks of streets that are 
safe and accessible for all people, regardless of 
age, ability, income, ethnicity, or chosen mode of 
travel. Complete Streets make active 
transportation such as walking and bicycling 
convenient; provide increased access to 
employment centers, commerce, and educational 
institutions; and allow greater choice in traveling.  

PAVING THE WAY FOR COMPLETE STREETS 

Planning Complete Streets for an Aging America – videos and report from the AARP Public Policy 
Institute showing how Complete Streets can help older adults.  

www.aarp.org/research/housing-mobility/
transportation/2009_02_streets.html  

http://www.aarp.org/research/housing-mobility/transportation/2009_02_streets.html�
http://www.aarp.org/research/housing-mobility/transportation/2009_02_streets.html�
http://www.aarp.org/research/housing-mobility/transportation/2009_02_streets.html�
http://www.aarp.org/research/housing-mobility/transportation/2009_02_streets.html�
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Photo: www.pedbikeimages.org / Dan Burden  

Pedestrian Crossings 
Pedestrian crossings provide for pedestrian visibility 
and serve to assign the right of way. Crossing 
treatments include signage, marked crosswalks, 
midblock crossings, and pedestrian beacon signals. 

Photo: www.atpolicy.org 

Bike Lanes 
Dedicated bicycle lanes are typically striped with a 
painted arrow and cyclist icon. Shared lanes for 
motorists and cyclists may also be used if traffic 
speeds and volumes are low.   
 

Photo: Community Placemaking Graphics Library 

Multi-Use Paths 
A multi-use path separates pedestrian and bicycle 
traffic from vehicular traffic. They are popular with 
recreational walkers, runners, and commuters, 
particularly where destinations are far apart. 
 

Photo: www.pedbikeimages.org / Dan Burden  

Paved Shoulders 
In rural areas, shoulders may be the only pedestrian 
facility. Wide, paved shoulders allow pedestrians and 
bicyclists to travel in a separate space from traffic. 
They should be free from debris and obstructions.  
 

Photo: www.completestreetsnc.org 

Sidewalks 
Sidewalks are a crucial element in any pedestrian 
network. The minimum unobstructed space for a 
sidewalk is five feet, but widths of six to twelve feet 
may be necessary depending on the application.  
 

Photo: www.pedbikeimages.org / Dan Burden  

Bicycle Parking 
Bike racks should be provided at all pedestrian 
destinations including schools, parks, transit stops, 
and places of commerce and work. Bike racks on 
buses provide a smooth transition to public transit.  
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Photo: Community Placemaking Graphics Library 

Signage 
Signage alerts motorists that pedestrians may be 
present and assists with wayfinding by providing 
directions, distances, and  times to various 
destinations.  
 

Photo: www.flickr.com / Brendan Riley  

Lighting 
Pedestrian-scale lighting helps to illuminate 
sidewalks and improve perceptions of safety. 
Lighting is needed near transit stops, commercial 
areas, and other areas with night-time activity.  
 

Photo: www.pedbikeimages.org / Carl Sundstrom 

Streetscaping 
Streetscaping in the form of trees, landscaping, 
public art, and street furniture serves to slow 
vehicular traffic and create an inviting public realm.   
It should not impede pedestrian travel or visibility.   
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Photo: www.completestreetsnc.org 

Traffic Calming 
Traffic calming measures such as curb extensions, 
medians, speed bumps, and other physical devices 
help to control traffic speeds and improve conditions 
for non-motorized street users. 

Photo: www.pedbikeimages.org / Dan Burden  

Transit Connections 
Complete streets provide safe and convenient 
access to public transit for all users. Creating safe 
and comfortable bus stops and providing predictable 
service makes transit an attractive option.  

http://www.smartgrowthamerica.org/complete-streets�
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Since the last Community Preference Survey 
was conducted in 2004, there have been major 
changes in the housing market and economy. 
Property values dropped, foreclosures hit record 
highs, and fluctuating gas prices made long 
commutes more costly. The 2011 Community 
Preference Survey takes an updated look at 
characteristics consumers are looking for when 
buying a house and policies they would support 
to improve their communities. Highlights 
include: 
 
When selecting a community, nearly half of 

the public (47%) would prefer to live in a 
city (19%) or suburban neighborhood with a 
mix of houses, shops, and businesses (28%). 
Another four in ten (40%) would prefer a 
rural area (22%) or small town (18%). Only 
one in ten (12%) say they would prefer a 
suburban neighborhood with houses only.  

 

Seven times more people say the 
neighborhood where a house is located 
(88%) is a bigger consideration in deciding 
where to live than the size of the house 
(12%).  

 

 

Community factors such as high quality 
public schools (75% very or somewhat 
important) and sidewalks and places to take 
walks (77%) are among the top community 
characteristics people consider important 
when deciding where to live.  

 

Two-thirds (66% very or somewhat 
important) see being within an easy walk of 
places in their community as an important 
factor in deciding where to live. 
Specifically, being within an easy walk of a 
grocery store (75%), pharmacy (65%), 
hospital (61%), and restaurants (60%) is 
important to at least six in ten Americans.  

 

Americans put a higher priority on sidewalks 
and having places to take walks (77%, 
important), than on being within walking 
distance of specific places (66%). 

 

While walkability is generally viewed as a 
positive aspect of a community, many 
Americans would prefer to live in an area 
with houses built on larger lots, even if it 
means they would have to drive to schools, 
stores, and restaurants (61%) or parks, 
playgrounds, and recreation areas (56%). 

 

While most Americans would not give up a 
larger lot to avoid driving to places in their 
community, they would sacrifice lot and 
house size to shorten their commute. Six in 
ten (59%) would prefer a community with 
smaller houses on smaller lots if their 
commute was 20 minutes or less. Four in ten 
(39%) would prefer a larger house on a larger 
lot, even if their commute was 40 minutes or 
more. 

 

In considering problems with their current 
community, Americans believe that their 
communities lack adequate public 
transportation (51%, too little), low-income 
housing (47%), shops or restaurants within an 
easy walk (46%); places to bike (45%); 
housing for moderate incomes (42%); places 
to walk or exercise for fun (41%); sidewalks 
(40%); and parks and playgrounds (36%).  

SURVEY REVEALS COMMUNITY PREFERENCES  

Source 
 

The 2011 Community Preference Survey: What 
Americans Are Looking For When Deciding Where 
To Live, National Association of Realtors, 2011 
 

www.stablecommunities.org/sites/all/files/library/ 
1608/smartgrowthcommsurveyresults2011.pdf 

“Quality of life is convenience for me. Being 

able to walk to public transportation means I 

spend less time commuting. We could have a 

bigger house somewhere else, but it wouldn’t 

be worth it for me.”           

– Urban/inner suburban man 

“There were no sidewalks where I lived so 

there were no people out and about. It didn’t 

have that community feel that I like.”  

– Outer suburban man 

http://www.stablecommunities.org/sites/all/files/library/%201608/smartgrowthcommsurveyresults2011.pdf�
http://www.stablecommunities.org/sites/all/files/library/%201608/smartgrowthcommsurveyresults2011.pdf�
http://www.stablecommunities.org/sites/all/files/library/%201608/smartgrowthcommsurveyresults2011.pdf�
http://www.stablecommunities.org/sites/all/files/library/%201608/smartgrowthcommsurveyresults2011.pdf�
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Active Community Environments Regional Workshops  
May 15, 2013 – Madison 
May 130, 2013 – Milwaukee 
June 4, 2013 – Neenah 
www.uwsp.edu/conted/ConfWrkShp/Pages/ActiveCommunitiesTraining.aspx 
 
Local Government Center WisLine  
May 15, 2013 – Hearing Zoning Appeals and Variances  
http://lgc.uwex.edu/WisLines/index.html 
 
Wisconsin Land Information Association Regional Meeting 
May 15-16, 2013 – Jefferson Street Inn, Wausau, WI 
http://www.wlia.org 
 
American Planning Association Audio/Web Conferences 
May 15, 2013 – Rethinking the Role of the Urban Freeway 
June 5, 2013 – Pedestrian and Bicycle Planning  
June 15, 2013 – The 21st Century Planning Commission (recorded replay) 
June 26, 2013 – 2013 Planning Law Review 
www.planning.org/audioconference 
 
American Planning Association Chapter Webcast 
May 24, 2013 – Age Friendly Communities 
www.utah-apa.org/webcasts 
 
Plan Commission Workshop 
May 30, 2013 – Howard Village Hall, Green Bay, WI 
www.uwsp.edu/cnr-ap/clue/Pages/workshops/workshopspc.aspx 
 
American Planning Association–Wisconsin Chapter Conference 
June 13-14, 2013 – Blue Harbor Resort, Sheboygan, WI 
www.wisconsinplanners.org 
 
Midwest Renewable Energy Fair 
June 21-23, 2013 – MREA, Custer, WI 
www.midwestrenew.org 
 
Wisconsin Counties Association Conference 
September 22-24, 2013 – Alliant Energy Center, Madison, WI 
www.wicounties.org 
 
League of Wisconsin Municipalities Conference 
October 16-18, 2013 – KI Convention Center, Green Bay, WI 
www.wisctowns.com 
 
Wisconsin Towns Association Convention 
October 27-29, 2013 – Marriott West, Madison, WI 
www.wisctowns.com 
 
For additional dates and information visit the online calendar of events 

www.uwsp.edu/cnr-ap/clue/Pages/Calendar.aspx 
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Sign up for the Newsletter  
To receive this newsletter by email 
please sign up at:  
www.uwsp.edu/cnr-ap/clue 
 
Submit an Article! 
If you would like to submit an article, 
please contact the managing editor, 
Rebecca Roberts. Your article should 
be 1,000 words or less, of statewide 
concern, and address a land use or 
community planning issue.  
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