
Scott Roepke
WDNR Wildlife Biologist







Ashland

Adams

Barron

Bayfield

Brown

Buffalo

Burnett

Calumet

Chippewa

Clark

Columbia
Crawford

Dane

Dodge

Douglas

Dunn

Eau Claire

Florence

Fond Du Lac

Forest

Grant

Green

Green
Lake

Iowa

Iron

Jackson

Jefferson

Juneau

Kenosha

Lafayette

Langlade
Lincoln

Manitowoc

Marathon

Marinette

Marquett
e

Monroe

Oconto

Oneida

Outagamie

Oza
u

Pepin

Pierce

Polk

Portage

Price

Racine

Richland

Rock

Rusk

St. Croix

Sauk

Sawyer

Shawano

Sheboygan

Taylor

Vernon

Vilas

Walworth

Washburn

Washington

Waukesha

Waupaca

Waushara Winnebago

Wood

Menominee

Mil
wau
kee

La 
Crosse

kee

Primary Range

Secondary 
RangeRare

Occasional
Sightings



La Crosse Waunakee

Port Washington

Oshkosh

Mt Horeb

Madison

Kewaskum







 2008 ~ 26,000‐40,000
 2011 ~ 22,000











Pack With Radio-Collared Wolf
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Probable Wolf Range

Possible Pack Activity

WINTER 1979-1980
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Cougar
Observations
Prior to 
1910

Appleton 11/22/1857
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PROBABLE AND POSSIBLE COUGAR REPORTS IN WISCONSIN
1998-2007



Stanley, Chippewa Co. 
Cougar, Feb. 2006



Stanley, Chippewa Co. 
Cougar, Feb. 2006

CAT!!  



Cougar near Baraboo, Sauk Co., WI Sept. 2004
NOT IN WISCONSIN !



Franklin Cougar,
Milwaukee Co., WI 
Spring  2007

Photo-Shopped!



Milton Cougar, Rock Co., WI
Jan. 19, 2008



Cougar Observations Jan-Mar. 2008

1/18 &1/19

3/7

3/15
1/31



Milton cougar
killed in Chicago 
on 4/14/08



Cougar treed near 
Hayward on 3/5/09



“St. Croix” cougar detected by police on 
12/5/09 NW of Minneapolis



Cougar Tracks on 12/18/09 in St. 
Croix Co., WI.



Dunn County on 12/19, 12/22 & 12/23/09



Clark Co. 1/18/2010



Oconto Co. 
5/20/10



Menominee Co. MI 5/26/10



Hit by a car in 
Connecticut, 
June 2011



1,600 Miles from Black Hills, SD 
& 1,055 miles from Champlin to Milford, CT

St. Croix Cougar 1st Confirmed Sighting –
12/5/09 Champlin NW of Minneapolis, MN

Dec. 
2009

May 2010

June 
2011



Cougar
283M 
Collared
Near Pine
Ridge, SD
4/27/10



Collared cougar in Douglas Co., 
WI   7/25/11



Waushara Co., WI 11/17/12



Cougar in Marathon Co. 11/29/12



Juneau Co. 
WI  10/16/11



Jackson Co., WI 
10/20/11



Rusk Co., WI
11/8/11



Price Co., WI
11/12/11



Buffalo Co. 7/11/12



Trempealeau Co. on 7/20/12 
& in Jackson Co. on 7/24/12 (below)



Monroe Co. 7/31/12



Iowa Co. 8/31/12



Iron Co. on 11/15/12 
& 12/16/12



Sawyer Co. 
1/19/13



Florence Co. 6/3/13



Bayfield Co., 11/28/13



Last known sighting:  
Bayfield Co. 1/1/14



Cougar confirmations in Great Lakes region
through  3/25/14

















Ashland Langlade County

Iron County

Rhinelander

Turtle Flambeau Flowage







• Records in 50/72 counties
• Extirpated: 1868 ‐ 1886



 Feasibility Study ordered by state legislators and 
conducted by Wisconsin DNR (1990)
 Elk, Moose, and Caribou
 9 potential locations



 25 elk (7 bulls, 18 cows) acquired from Michigan
 Disease history, logistics, source habitat, and 
administrative procedures

 Released on May 17, 1995





• Intensive radio‐collaring, 
monitoring, and research

• Habitat management
• Public outreach and education
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