
Water Quality Tied To Housing Prices

The Industry Data and Analysis Department at Florida Realtors® examined water quality data from several 
waterbodies in Florida to determine how water clarity affects sale prices of  single-family homes. 
Researchers “clearly found” that “the ongoing problem of  polluted water in the Caloosahatchee and St. Lucie 
rivers and estuaries has indeed resulted in a negative impact on home values”. Four  measures of  water quality 

were used in their study: chlorophyll-A, dissolved oxygen, turbidity, and 
water clarity. While all but dissolved oxygen showed statistically 
significant impacts on home values, water clarity had the most influence 
on perceived water quality by homebuyers and sellers.

By analyzing data from 2010-2013, the group found that a 1-foot 
increase in 1-year average Secchi disc depth increased property values 

along the Caloosahatchee Estuary by 14.66%. Interestingly, even 
properties well off  the waterfront were affected by water clarity 

improvement--the same 1-foot change in Secchi depth resulted in the values of  properties 1/4 mile and 1 mile 
from the water increasing by 8.89% and 1.98%, respectively. The group estimated that an estuary-wide increase 
in water clarity of  one foot would raise the county’s aggregate property value by $541 million.

The researchers found that changes in one-year water clarity 
averages had a much stronger effect than one-month averages. 
They attributed this to a feeling by sellers and potential buyers that 
frequent algal blooms were a major concern, while an occasional 
bloom may not be.

To read the full report, please click on the link below.

 http://www.floridarealtors.org/ResearchAndStatistics/
Other-Research-Reports/Index.cfm
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Water quality concerns, like this blue-green algae 
bloom, can have significant negative impacts on nearby 

property values.
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“These estimates leave little 
doubt that water quality plays 
an important role in the 
determination of  home sale 
prices.”

http://www.floridarealtors.org/ResearchAndStatistics/Other-Research-Reports/Index.cfm
http://www.floridarealtors.org/ResearchAndStatistics/Other-Research-Reports/Index.cfm


 
Leaking Water Samples!

 

When shipping water samples to the lab for chemistry tests, please make 
sure your bag of  ice is completely sealed. The U.S. Postal Service has 
received multiple CLMN packages this year that have leaked water onto other 
mail during processing.
The “bagged ice cubes” method of  refrigeration is the most effective and 
inexpensive for refrigerating your samples. We tested reusable ice packs as an 
alternative, but they failed to keep samples cold enough during shipping.

Purple Loosestrife to Bloom Soon

The invasive purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria) begins blooming in 
southern Wisconsin in early July, and in northern Wisconsin by late July. 
Be on the lookout for its square or 6-sided stems and purple spikes of  
flowers in wetlands and roadside ditches. Remember that several 
native wetland species such as steeplebush (Spiraea tomentosa), blue 
vervain (Verbena hastata), fireweed (Epilobium angustifolium), blazing stars 
(Liatris species), and others may look similar to purple loosestrife. 
Record new sites using the wetland invasive plant monitoring form 
on the CLMN website: http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr-ap/UWEXLakes/

Documents/programs/CLMN/forms/WetlandMonitoring.pdf.

We Need Your AIS Data

While you are out monitoring for aquatic invasive species (AIS) this season, please remember to enter 
your results into the SWIMS database, whether you find any AIS or not. In addition to data on where 
these species have been observed, it is equally important to know where people have looked but have 
not found them. You only need to enter your AIS monitoring data once at the end of  the season, unless 
you find a species that is new to your lake.

Announcements

Purple loosestrife flowers 
blooming in mid-July
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The contents of  The Monitor do not necessarily reflect the views and policies of  UW-Extension, UWSP-CNR, the Wisconsin DNR, or  
Wisconsin Lakes. Mention of  trade names, commercial products, private businesses, or publicly financed programs does not constitute  
endorsement. Articles in the The Monitor may be reprinted or reproduced for further distribution with acknowledgement to the author, The Monitor (including volume and issue 
numbers), and the Wisconsin Lakes Partnership. If  you need this material in an alternate format, please contact our office. 
www.uwsp.edu/uwexlakes
uwexlakes@uwsp.edu  715-346-2116 
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2015 North American Secchi Dip-In is Underway

The North American Secchi Dip-In, a water clarity tracking study coordinated by Cornell University, is 
seeking water clarity data throughout the month of  July. A copy of  all July volunteer water clarity data entered 

into SWIMS will automatically be sent to Cornell to be included in their project!
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