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theAlembic

Chair's Corner
 So much to write about.  So little 
time to do it (because our Alembic editor 
is merciless with his deadlines.)   
 Good news!  Jason DÕAcchioli, 
chemistry professor at UWSP, has 
volunteered to become our Alembic 
editor beginning this January when Tom 
Zamis steps down from that position 
after ten years.  Tom will continue to 
maintain our CWS-ACS web page.  
Thanks Jason!  (Note, Jason, you have to 
be merciless.) 
 Come one! Come all! to the 
September meeting, Thursday, 
September 18 on Stevens Point.  Our 
speaker, Al Hazari, is one of the most 
popular and most entertaining speakers 
in the ACS Tour Speaker Program. 
 Please note that our October 
meeting date and topic have changed.  
Previously scheduled tour speaker, E. 
Gerald Meyer had to cancel.  Instead, Dr. 
Gerald J. DeMenna will talk about 
ÒChromatographic Developments in 
Pesticide Residue AnalysisÓ of the foods 
that we eat.  We can now detect some 
pesticide residues in crops grown on land 
where the pesticide application took 
place decades ago.  Tuesday, October 14 
is the new meeting date with the location 
remaining in Wisconsin Rapids.   
 National Chemistry Week 2008 is 
October 19th Ð 25th.  The theme this year 
is Òhaving a ball with chemistry.Ó  ACS 
has lots of neat stuff for us to use in 
NCW activities.  Please go to 
www.acs.org/ncw to view these 
materials; or see the National Chemistry 
Week products catalog that I have in my 
office at UWSP.    Some things are free 
and easy to order: posters, balloons, 
newspapers, magazines.  Robin Tanke, 
our Chemistry Week chair, has already 

ordered some of the free materials and 
she may be able to share some if you ask 
early enough.  Please report any NCW 
activities to Robin so that she can 
include your activities in her report to 
national ACS on our sectionÕs activities.   
 It is time to get more presentations 
and posters lined up for our Meeting-In-
Miniature, Tuesday, November 11 at 
UW-Marshfield.  Ideally, we should 
have three to six short talks and any 
number of posters.  We already have one 
talk and one poster committed.  The 
target length of each presentation should 
be about twenty minutes including a few 
minutes for questions.  Subject matter 
can vary widely.  WeÕd like to hear from 
the medical and industrial people as well 
as the academic people.  If you are doing 
something that might interest a few of 
your CWS-ACS colleagues, please share 
it with us.  Please contact me to get on 
the program. 
 Our nominating committee, chaired 
by Dave Lewis, is working on a slate of 
candidates for next yearÕs Section 
officers.  They will be reporting their 
results at the October meeting.  Offices 
due for election this year are chair-elect, 
secretary-treasurer, councilor, and 
alternate councilor.  These officers plus 
the chair and the immediate past chair 
and several appointed committee chairs 
will serve as the executive committee.  If 
you are interested in serving or wish to 
nominate someone, please call Dave 
Lewis.  Per our bylaws Ònominations 
from the floor or by petitions are in 
order, following the report of the 
Committee.  Written petitions must be 
signed by three members of the Section 
and received by the Secretary on or 
before the seventh calendar day 

following the CommitteeÕs report.  No 
nomineeÕs name shall be placed on the 
ballot unless the nominee has stated a 
willingness to serve if elected.Ó  Election 
ballots should be included in the 
November Alembic. 
Dave Thiel  
     

Visit the new ACS web site at: 
portal.acs.org/portal/acs/corg/
content  
  
 

ACS - CWS 
Mini-Directory 

Chair 
Dave Thiel 
911 Craig Ct. 
Port Edwards,  WI  54469 
phone (home) 887-4338 
phone (office) 346-3714 
email  dthiel@uwsp.edu 
Chair-Elect 
Dave Lewis 
Secretary - Treasurer 
Tip Randall 
Councilor 
C. Marvin Lang 
Alternate Councilor 
Dave Lewis 
Newsletter Editor 
Tom Zamis 
Dept. of Chemistry, UW-SP 
phone     (715) 346-3258(office) 
email    tzamis@uwsp.edu 
 

ACS-CWS Web Page 
www.uwsp.edu/chemistry/acscws/ 



 2 

 
 
 

“Chemistry in Comics”  
by 

Dr. Al Hazari 
The University of Tennessee 

 
Thursday, September 18, 2008 

 7:30 - 8:30 PM 
Science Building Room A121, UW - Stevens Point 

 

 

Just as humor is most entertaining when its theme fits the topic of conversation, so too comics that 

depict chemistry situations and/or materials are most effective as a teaching strategy when they reinforce a topic 

or concept students are currently studying. A variety of chemistry comics will be presented, and the learning 

situations into which they best fit will be discussed. 

 
***About the Speaker*** 

 
A native of Lebanon, Al received a B.S. degree in Chemistry from the American University in Cairo in 

1968. He also holds an M.S. degree in Chemistry (1972) from Youngstown State University in Ohio and a 

doctorate in Science Education (1997) from the University of Tennessee, Knoxville. Al has taught science and 

chemistry for several years at the school and the college levels here and overseas. Currently, he is the Director 

of the Undergraduate Chemistry Labs and a Lecturer in Chemistry at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville. In 

addition, he regularly teaches science education courses in the College of Education. He has received several 

grants from government agencies, industry, and various organizations to improve undergraduate chemistry lab 

instruction and also to support K-16 hands-on science and chemistry outreach activities. He was the 2000 

recipient of the ACS Helen M. Free Award for Public Outreach. Al is a very active ACS member. He is the 

immediate past-chair of the ACS Committee on Chemical Safety, an ACS tour speaker, and the councilor for 

the ACS East Tennessee Section. Al is an affiliate of the Institute for Chemical Education and a member of the 

National and the Tennessee Science Teachers Associations. He has made several presentations and given talks 

to local, regional, national and international chemical and science education conferences. 

***************************************************************************  
5:30 - 6:30 Social hour; 6:30 - 7:30 Dinner at Michele's Restaurant (513 Division St); order from the menu.  
Reservations should be made by contacting Cristina at 715-346-2888 or email caltobel@uwsp.edu before 
noon on Thursday, September 18th. 
*************************** *****************************************************************************  
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236th  National Meeting 

AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY  
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

August 17-21, 2008 
C. Marvin Lang, Councilor 
Central Wisconsin Section 

 

 It was exactly four years ago that the ACS 
National Meeting was in Philadelphia.  I really like 
this city as a place to hold a meeting such as that put 
on by the American Chemical Society.  Lodging 
arrangements are such that you could simply walk 
across the street to the Convention Center; in some 
case you might have to walk a block or two.  During 
this meeting I know that there were several members 
of the Central Wisconsin Section in attendance.  My 
colleague and roommate, John Droske, was again 
present to conduct an Òoverflow polymer education 
workshop.Ó   Dave Lewis and two students from 
UW-Eau Claire were in attendance, as was Delaware 
alchemist Al Denio (retired from UWEC).  John and 
I had dinner with Al one evening and have come to 
realize that Al actually misses his friends and 
colleagues in the Central Wisconsin Section. He 
sends greetings.  Jack Pladziewicz (also retired from 
UWEC) was in attendance É he now works half-
time at Research Corp in Arizona.  
 The following summary of the Council 
Meeting is provided to inform you of what I consider 
to be key actions taken by the ACS Council at the 
2008 fall national meeting.  Over the next few 
months youÕll be reading and hearing a lot about 
these actions. 
 

ACTIONS OF THE COUNCIL 
 
Election Results  
 The Committee on Nominations and 
Elections conducted Council elections for 
memberships beginning 2009 on the 1) Committee 
on Committees,  2) Council Policy Committee, and 3) 
the  Committee on Nominations and Election.  

Candidates for President-Elect and Board of 
Directors 
 The candidates for the fall 2008 ACS national 
election were announced as follows: President-Elect 
2009  -  Joseph S. Francisco of Purdue University 
and Josef Michl, University of Colorado-Boulder.  
Directors-at-Large – 2009-2011 -  William F. 
Carroll, Jr., Occidental Chemical Corporation,  
Richard L. Deming, California State University- 
Fullerton,  Thomas R. Gilbert, Northeastern 
University, and Marinda Li Wu, Science is Fun!, 
Orinda, CA.  Districts III and VI will be electing 
Directors for 2009-2011 this fall. 

 
Petition  
 The Council VOTED to accept the Petition 
on Society Affiliate Dues.  The petition raises 
Society Affiliate dues to be equal to the (full) 
membership dues, while specifying that Society 
Affiliates are not subject to any of the discounts 
otherwise applicable to membership dues. To be 
valid, the petition next must be confirmed by the 
Board of Directors within 90 days, and will become 
effective five months following confirmation.   
 
Committee Review  
 As part of a regular review, the Council 
VOTED to continue the Committee on Chemistry 
and Public Affairs, and the Committee on Patents 
and Related Matters.  The Committee on Chemistry 
and Public Affairs is responsible for advice and 
recommendations for ACS action on public policy 
matters involving the chemical sciences and 
technologies.  I have served on this Committee since 
its inception two years ago and was a long-time 
member of is predecessor; the National Chemistry 
Week Task Force.  The Committee on Patents and 
Related Matters considers patents and other related 
items insofar as such consideration and possible 
action are appropriate under the SocietyÕs Charter.  
 

ACS - Central Wisconsin Section 2008 Meeting Schedule  
DATE LOCATION SPEAKER  TOPIC HOST 

     
Sept. 18 Stevens Point Al Hazari Chemistry in Comics Marv Lang 

Oct. 14 Wisc. Rapids Jerry DeMenna Chromatographic Developments in Pesticide 
Residue Analysis 

Dave Thiel 

Nov. 11 Marshfield  Meeting-in-Miniature  
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Registration Report 
 As of August 20, 2008, the ACS fall national 
meeting had attracted 13,800 registrants.  Totals in 
select categories are as follows:  Regular attendees 
8,196; Students 3,087; Guests 481; Exhibit Only 
546; and Exhibitors 1,490.  In keeping with the 
objective of the National Meeting Long Range 
Financial Plan, previously approved by the Board of 
Directors and Council, the Committee on Meetings 
and Expositions voted to support an increase of $10 
for the 2009 national meetings advance registration 
fee ($340).      
Membership Activity 
 In 2007, the number of paid new members 
nominated by current ACS members was 1,559.  
Currently, there are 988 paid new member 
applications.  The SocietyÕs Member-Get-a-Member 
program is on track to have its best year ever.   
Professional Employment Guidelines 
 The Committee on Economic and 
Professional Affairs submitted its latest version of 
the Professional Employment Guidelines for 
consideration.  These guidelines offer a broad 
spectrum of recommended practices in employment 
for professional scientists and their employers. The 
Council will vote on the Professional Employment 
Guidelines at the 2009 spring meeting in Salt Lake 
City.  
Revision of the Division Funding Formula and 
Formation of a New Division  
 After a motion to recommit failed, the 
Council VOTED, as recommended by the Divisional 
Activities Committee (DAC), to accept a revised 
division funding (allocation) formula.  DAC reported 
that the formula improves clarity, offers simplicity, 
and rewards collaborative programming between 
divisions.  The formula will most likely be revised 
again in 2009 to include support by DAC of the 
various Regional Meetings.  The change will take 
effect in 2009 for 2008 activities.   
 The Council also VOTED to approve the 
formation of the Probationary Division of Catalysis 
Science and Technology.  The primary objective of 
this probationary division is to provide a ÒhomeÓ for 
the chemical science of catalysis within the ACS in a 
way that will also insure a continual connection 
between this science and the essential chemical 
technology of catalysis. 
 

  Special Discussion Item  
 A special discussion item was put on the 
Council agenda by President Bruce Bursten.  The 
discussion focused on Achieving Sustainability (e.g., 
Energy, Water, Food):  What can/should ACS do to 
address this key global scientific challenge? To kick 
off the discussion, ACS Board Chair Judy Benham 
invited Council to participate in identifying the 
challenges and developing solutions.  She 
highlighted new and ongoing activities, such as the 
Global Challenges/Chemistry Solutions podcasts and 
related information, available online at 
www.acs.org/globalchallenges.  She also sought 
Council input on member involvement and ACS 
programming in support of Goal #3 of the Strategic 
Plan:  "ACS will be a global leader in enlisting the 
world's scientific professionals to address, through 
chemistry, the challenges facing our world."  
Councilors engaged in a robust exchange, offering 
several useful comments and suggestions to address 
how the Society might develop initiatives to address 
sustainability of the world's resources, including 
energy, water, and food. Thirty-five councilors 
offered a wide variety of suggestions, which will be 
studied.  Councilors and others who have ideas 
should send them to strategicplan@acs.org.  
Concluding Remarks 
 As usual, this Council meeting was spirited 
and lively but also boring and mundane.  Yet, there 
was of challenging and heated exchanges concerning 
the ÒsustainabilityÓ issue.  It continues to be a 
pleasure sure to serve the members of the Central 
Wisconsin Section as Councilor.  I continue to serve 
on the CouncilÕs Committee on Community Activities 
and Committee on Meetings & Expositions.   Last 
year I concluded my term on the Committee on 
Public Relations and Communications (CPRC).  At 
that CommitteeÕs luncheon on Tuesday, 8/19, I was 
presented with a ÒSalutes to ExcellenceÓ award for 
my service to CPRC.  Also, at the District V 
CouncilorÕs Caucus, I was elected to a second term 
(2009-2010) as Chair of Caucus and so will continue 
to  conduct these session on Sunday evenings; it is at 
these sessions where petitions, motions and 
impending actions before Council are hotly 
discussed.    
 I hope to see you at our next Section Meeting É 
September 18th in Stevens Point. 

 Marv Lang  


