Students Get Opportunity to Manage
Economic Development Project in Peru

Tty BCOHTOMICS ProMYs5crs froam '.h{.'
Liniersity ol Wisconsin-Stevens Paint
LWSEYEand the University GF Wiscinsin
CrshkoshdLAVON are leadimg the estab-
lishiment of an coonemics and businiss
fescarch station in Linma, Per, that will
R shucdonts exgaericne e in Larnaging

an ecnnomic development praject. The
Wiscansin CIBER provided a grant 1o
Chandim Sankaran, an assistant [rofos-
sor at LIWSE and Mananne Jalinson, an
associate professor ab LW Totrave]

ler Pt in March 2008 10 identite ane
assess polential projects, locations and
[Irivate-secior parinees, Onee established,
the station will function asa collabaora-
tive, multidisciplinary project for sfudents
anel faculty Treom LWSE LAYEY, aned the

Linbversicdad del Pacifice in Peru

Dyuring their Sdarch isit, Sankaran and
[eshinmseny mel with represernfatives of the
LS, Department of Agriculiure, the

LS Commaercial Services Olfice, the
LIS, Chamber of Contmerce, and the
Lopiversichad del Pacifico, asswell as busl-
nessses i Lima, incloding Kimbeely-Clark
P, Backos 15AR siller, and Casa
Blanca, an organic farm. They also wiore
infrovluced o Girapo GEAL 2 nonprodl
crganization dedicatod to preserving
grecn space that will host a LBAC K inter

this summer.

Initially students will be placed ininterns-
ships al companies or NGO fn Lana as
Sankaran and Jobhmeon work (o Create the
prermanent research station, In addition
bey the summer intern, they hope o place
a student tor the fall semester With the
assistanee of Ron Tschida, a colleague at
LIWWSE they also are explorng the pos-
sibaility of offering internships inoa village
i the Amazonian region of Peru,

“The idea far this project originated jn

Marianne fahnson and Chandind Sankaran v

dliscussions of how we couled et st
rlents to spend more e abroad,” saidl
|eohnsor, “We also wanted a program
that would encourage language compe-
lemcy antlan experience that employers
wonlad value when students came hack.”
The leng-term plan is for selected
sluclents o assist in the hands-on -
liowss o & development project such s
amicro-criedit organigation over Hhe
course ol asemester ora three-maonth
surmmer period, They will |1{-I|5 Mg
stafl and resouroes, |T'|.Erkl'|ll'|H_ il
raising, and community relations for a
nanprofit development project. This will
recquire them to put theoretical knowl-
erlge into practice inoarder fo estinate
rosts and revenues, plan budaets, col-
[ectdata, and evaluate the program. Sto-
lents will take a full semoster of redatod
corse work while in Peru, including
itensive Spanish, a survey course on
Ferpvian economics and business, and a
codrse that will require them To develop
i i.lf.."‘-'\..'rll:"\"‘ 1"'“|-I-;II"I‘:EIIJ!'I |||.'|r1 i |l|'.||'|-|"r.|-
tion weithy aclocal tamilv-run basiness

Thes atac will participate i econom:

es or butiniss courses ot their home

sichewils via thee Inferaet. Before departing
fear Firrne, thesy will bes requaired o com-
ete courses ip economic development
anid besiness management and-at least

nne semestes ol Spanish

sankaran and Johnson developed this
[project in response oo growing stodent
dhermand for practical experiences anil
internships, as well as heir desire 1o
errcourage more shudents oostudy owver-
spas, Mo existing studhy-abroad program
cifereed al Stevens Point or Cshkosh
prowiddes an apportanity for students to
become actvely and dizscth i ved

i the countries they visit, "Our shudents
currently doonot have any hybeiel somesters
shugly-abeoad programs. Either they go for
three weeks with @ LW faculty memler
o thow pofor a semester on thed awn,”
saidl [ohnson, "We wanted 1o create a
program that operates more as a bridge
hetween the twn optinns.® The professons
chise w establish the research station

in Peru b part hecaose the experience
vl cost stoaedents roughlby the same as a

sermastor at ey horme schooly




